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1
VIDEO DISPLAY INTERFACE
CONTROLLER FOR HOST VIDEO DISPLAY
UNIT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to video displays, and in
particular, to video display controllers for controlling the
signal and display characteristics of a video image.

2. Description of the Related Art

Video display units require some form of control for
establishing and maintaining various video signal charac-
teristics, as well as various image display characteristics.
Such control can be of even more critical importance in the
context of computer generated video images, particularly
where such images involve detailed or complex graphical
information. Additionally, video display units, or monitors,
for computers typically include some form of on screen
display (OSD) in which the various video signal or display
characteristics to be controlled are listed along with some
form of iconic information for aiding the user to make any
desired adjustments by way of various control buttons on the
housing for the display unit. The circuitry for such controls
is typically included as part of the internal circuitry of the
display unit itself, with some form of memory circuitry for
retaining base parameter characteristics or values, while also
allowing for retention of modified characteristics or value
information following adjustments by the user of the display
unit.

The use of such circuitry internal to the display unit itself
has a number of disadvantages, not the least of which is costs
associated with the design and manufacturing of such cir-
cuitry as part of the display unit. Additionally, while such
circuitry may be made programmable, such programmabil-
ity is limited in the sense that the user interface generally
involves some form of mechanical or electromechanical
switches on the housing of the display unit, thereby limiting
the degree of programmability as well as the convenience of
actually performing any programming steps through such
switches. Accordingly, it would be desirable to have a more
flexible technique for programming and controlling video
signal and image characteristics of a display unit without
requiring manual operation of mechanical or electrome-
chanical switches as part of the user interface.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the presently claimed invention, a
video display interface controller for a host video display
unit extracts control signals multiplexed with component
video signals and routes them according to included address
information. Control data associated with one or more local
addresses is used for initial processing of the component
video signals while control data associated with one or more
remote addresses is used for subsequent signal processing.

In accordance with one embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, a video display interface controller for a
host video display unit includes signal terminals and inter-
face circuitry. A first plurality of signal terminals convey a
plurality of multiplexed input signals including a plurality of
component video signals and a first plurality of control
signals, wherein the first plurality of control signals include
address information and data information, and the address
information corresponds to at least one local address and at
least one remote address. A second plurality of signal
terminals convey a second plurality of control signals cor-
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responding to a portion of the data information related to the
at least one local address. A third plurality of signal termi-
nals convey a third plurality of control signals including
another portion of the data information and a portion of the
address information corresponding to the at least one remote
address. The interface circuitry, coupled to the first, second
and third pluralities of signal terminals, receives and pro-
cesses the plurality of multiplexed input signals to provide
the second and third pluralities of control signals.

In accordance with another embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, a method for controlling a video display
interface for a host video display unit includes:

receiving a plurality of multiplexed input signals includ-

ing a plurality of component video signals and a first
plurality of control signals, wherein the first plurality of
control signals includes address information and data
information, and the address information corresponds
to at least one local address and at least one remote
address; and

processing the plurality of multiplexed input signals and

generating

a second plurality of control signals corresponding to a
portion of the data information related to the at least
one local address, and

a third plurality of control signals including another
portion of the data information and a portion of the
address information corresponding to the at least one
remote address.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a signal diagram depicting various signals
associated with the vertical and horizontal sweep intervals
for a video display.

FIG. 2 is a signal diagram depicting clock and data signals
to be multiplexed with component video signals in accor-
dance with the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates one example format for a data packet for
multiplexing with component video signals in accordance
with the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a video display interface
controller for a host video display unit in accordance with
one embodiment of the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates how computer display windows can be
displayed on a computer display screen as a user interface
for controlling video signal and image display characteris-
tics in accordance with the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates how a user-defined window can be
opened and manipulated within a computer generated video
image in accordance with the presently claimed invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following detailed description is of example embodi-
ments of the presently claimed invention with references to
the accompanying drawings. Such description is intended to
be illustrative and not limiting with respect to the scope of
the present invention. Such embodiments are described in
sufficient detail to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to
practice the subject invention, and it will be understood that
other embodiments may be practiced with some variations
without departing from the spirit or scope of the subject
invention.

Throughout the present disclosure, absent a clear indica-
tion to the contrary from the context, it will be understood
that individual circuit elements as described may be singular
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or plural in number. For example, the terms “circuit” and
“circuitry” may include either a single component or a
plurality of components, which are either active and/or
passive and are connected or otherwise coupled together to
provide the described function. Additionally, the term “sig-
nal” may refer to one or more currents, one or more voltages,
or a data signal. Within the drawings, like or related ele-
ments will have like or related alpha, numeric or alphanu-
meric designators. Further, while the present invention has
been discussed in the context of implementations using
discrete electronic circuitry (preferably in the form of one or
more integrated circuit chips), the functions of any part of
such circuitry may alternatively be implemented using one
or more appropriately programmed processors, depending
upon the signal frequencies or data rates to be processed.

Referring to FIG. 1, as is well known in the art, every
video display image has what is referred to as a vertical
blanking interval 10 corresponding to that interval of time
during which the vertical ramp signal 12 is reversed in slope
to cause the video imaging mechanism (e.g., electron guns
in a cathode ray tube display) to return to its initial scanning
location. During this time interval 10, no video image
information is displayed, thereby making such time interval
10 available for the transmission of other signal information,
such as digitized data.

During this time interval 10, the horizontal synchroniza-
tion pulses 14 continue. The time interval 16 between the
horizontal synchronization pulses 14 is available for trans-
mission of video image or other information. In the case of
component video signals 18, the individual video signal
components, such as red 18 green 18g and blue 18b video
signal information, is transmitted for display by the display
unit during active horizontal lines (i.c., during intervals
other than the vertical blanking interval 10). As noted,
however, the horizontal time intervals 20 corresponding to
the first few (e.g., 3-15) lines will be blanked and no video
signal information 187, 18g, 186 is transmitted. Accordingly,
during these time intervals 20, in between the horizontal
synchronization pulses 14, other information, such as digi-
tized data, can be transmitted.

Referring to FIG. 2, two or three signals can be used to
convey this other signal information: one or more data
signals 32, 36 and a clock signal 34. The serial data signals
32, 36 are appropriately time-aligned with the clock signal
34 so as to have one of the clock signal edges, e.g., the
falling edge 344, aligned near the center 324, 36a of the data
signal pulses for reliably capturing the correct data signal
value. By way of an example, the red component video
signal path can be used for the clock signal 34, while the
green and blue component signal paths can be used for the
data signals 32, 36. (It should be evident, however, that any
combination of the component video signal paths can be
used as desired for the data 32, 36 and clock 34 signals.)

Referring to FIG. 3, the serial data stream can be arranged
in the form of data packets 40. Each such data packet 40 can
include a number of components, such as sequences of
validation data bits 42, a sequence of local/remote address
information bits 44, additional address information bits 46,
register information bits 48 and data value bits 50. It will be
understood, however, that other, or additional, sequences of
various types of information can also be included. Addition-
ally, it will be understood that these and any other sequences
of data bits can be arranged in any order deemed appropriate
for a particular application.

In this particular example 40, the validation bits 42 can be
used by the receiving system to determine whether the
received data packet 40 has been accurately received and is,
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4

therefore, valid. The local/remote data 44 can be used to
determine whether the ultimate destination for the data
packet 40 or portions thereof is local or remote (discussed in
more detail below). The address information 46 can be used
to identify a specific portion of the receiving system, e.g., a
specific integrated circuit (IC), for which the data packet 40
or portion thereof is intended. The register information 48
can be used to identify a specific register or registers within
the destination circuitry identified by the address informa-
tion 46. (One example of an application using such register
information 48 is a widely used two-wire bus system com-
monly known as the I2C bus.) The actual data value infor-
mation 50 is the primary data information conveyed by the
data packet 40.

Referring to FIG. 4, that portion of a video system 100
including a video display interface controller for a host
video display unit in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention connects to the signal lines 1027 102g,
1025 used for conveying the component video signals (e.g.,
red, green and blue) generated by a computer 102 for display
by the display unit. These signals 1027 102g, 1025 are
multiplexed and include the component video signals 18
18g, 185 (FIG. 1) multiplexed with data 40 (FIG. 3) as
discussed above. Detector circuitry in the form of individual
signal detectors 1047 104g, 104b detect these signals 1027,
102g, 102b and extract the data and clock signals. For
example, the red component signal 1027 can contain the
clock signal, while the green component signal 102g can
contain the data signal. Accordingly, the first detected signal
1057 will be the detected clock signal, while the second
detected signal 105g will be the detected data signal. The
blue component signal 1026 can contain other data as
desired, thereby causing the third detected signal 105b to
contain such other data.

Video processor circuitry in the form of individual video
processor circuits 1067, 106g, 1065 process the individual
component signals (discussed in more detail below). The
resulting processed video signals 107, 107g, 107b are
further processed by further video processor circuitry in the
form of additional individual video processor circuits 1167,
116g, 116b to produce the final component video signals
1175 117g, 117b (discussed in more detail below) for
display.

Interface circuitry 108 processes the detected signals
1057 105g, 105b to determine whether the data and control
information contained in the data packet 40 is intended for
use locally for the initial video processing circuitry 106, or
remotely for other control circuitry 110, 112, 114 (discussed
in more detail below). The interface circuitry 108 makes this
determination using the local/remote address information 44
within the data packet 40 (FIG. 3). If the data is intended for
local operations, control signals 109a are provided to the
video processor circuits 1067, 106g, 106b. Additionally,
OSD circuitry 118 can be included for providing OSD
display information. Examples of such “local” video control
to be provided by the video processor circuits 1065 106g,
106b over the incoming video component signals 1027
102g, 102b are: contrast, brightness, gain, color balance and
bias. (It will be understood that this list is not exhaustive and
other controls may be exercised as well.)

If the interface circuitry 108 determines that the data 40
is intended for use by a remote control function, other
control signals 109b are provided for conveyance by a
system bus 120 to make such signals 109b available for
other circuitry. For example, other video control circuitry
110, audio control circuitry 112 or other auxiliary control
circuitry 114 may be designated by the address information
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46 contained within the data packet 40. Accordingly, such
data 40 is conveyed via the system bus 120 to the appro-
priate remote control circuitry 110, 112, 114 which then
make available appropriate control signals 111, 113, 115.

For example, the remote video control circuitry 110 can
provide control signals 111 for the downstream video pro-
cessor circuits 1167, 116g, 1165 for further processing of the
initially processed video signals 1075 107g, 107b. Examples
of the image characteristics to be controlled by this subse-
quent video processing include, without limitation: pin
cushion, geometry, height, width and centering.

Additionally, audio control circuitry 112 can be included
to provide control signals 113 for audio circuitry (not
shown) either internal or external to the host video display
unit (not shown).

Auxiliary control circuitry 114 can also be included to
provide auxiliary control signals 115 for other functions as
desired.

Referring to FIG. 5, one example of an advantage pro-
vided by the present invention is the ability to control
various characteristics of the video signal and image display
remotely from the computer 102 (FIG. 4) as opposed to
locally via some form of control panel or switches on the
housing of the display unit itself (not shown). Within the
main video image window 60, video control windows 62, 64
can be introduced in which various “slider” controls 63, 65
are displayed for controlling the various video signal or
image display characteristics as discussed above (e.g., by
pointing and clicking with a computer pointing device, or
“mouse”). For example, in the first window 62, controls 634,
63bH can be exercised for controlling the brightness and
contrast of the image, while in a second window 64, controls
65a, 65¢ can be exercised to control the height and width of
the displayed image.

Referring to FIG. 6, an additional advantage provided by
the present invention is the ability to remotely, e.g., via the
computer 102 (FIG. 4), send image window information,
multiplexed with the video component signals, to define a
window 70 within the displayed image 72, e.g., a web page
from the internet. The data packet 40 (FIG. 3) can include
appropriate address and data information so as to define this
window 70 in any of a number of ways as desired. For
example, the data packet 40 can include data to define one
of the corners of the window 70 and its height and width
dimensions, thereby defining the horizontal and vertical
coordinates of the window 70 such that the video processor
circuitry 106, 116 appropriately processes the incoming
component video signals corresponding to the video image
information contained within the coordinates for that win-
dow 70. For example, the video information contained
within that window 70 can be the OSD or other image
information that is highlighted or processed in some other
manner as desired to distinguish the video image informa-
tion contained within the window 70 from the surrounding
video image information outside the window 70.

Based upon the foregoing, it will be appreciated that,
among other advantages, the present invention provide
increased flexibility with respect to dynamic adjustment or
manipulation of video signals and video image information,
as well as reduction in costs by eliminating the need for
dedicated, distinct circuitry within the host video display
unit for controlling every possible video signal or image
characteristic. Additionally, when OSD information is to be
used, such OSD information can be dynamically multi-
plexed with the component video signals and provided in
real time without requiring custom memory (e.g., read-only
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6

memory or ROM) to be maintained within the host video
display unit for providing the OSD characters.

Various other modifications and alternations in the struc-
ture and method of operation of this invention will be
apparent to those skilled in the art without departing from
the scope and the spirit of the invention. Although the
invention has been described in connection with specific
preferred embodiments, it should be understood that the
invention as claimed should not be unduly limited to such
specific embodiments. It is intended that the following
claims define the scope of the present invention and that
structures and methods within the scope of these claims and
their equivalents be covered thereby.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus including a video display interface con-
troller for a host video display unit, comprising:

a first plurality of signal terminals that convey a plurality
of multiplexed input signals including a plurality of
component video signals and a first plurality of control
signals, wherein said first plurality of control signals
includes address information and data information, and
said address information corresponds to at least one
local address and at least one remote address;

a second plurality of signal terminals that convey a second
plurality of control signals corresponding to a portion
of said data information related to said at least one local
address;

a third plurality of signal terminals that convey a third
plurality of control signals including another portion of
said data information and a portion of said address
information corresponding to said at least one remote
address;

interface circuitry, coupled to said first, second and third
pluralities of signal terminals, that receives and pro-
cesses said plurality of multiplexed input signals to
provide said second and third pluralities of control
signals; and

first video control circuitry, coupled to said second plu-
rality of signal terminals, that receives said second
plurality of control signals and in response thereto
provides a first plurality of video control signals; and

first video processing circuitry, coupled to said first plu-
rality of signal terminals and said first video control
circuitry, that receives said plurality of multiplexed
input signals and said first plurality of video control
signals and in response thereto processes said plurality
of component video signals to provide a plurality of
processed video signals.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising second
video processing circuitry, coupled to said third plurality of
signal terminals and said first video processing circuitry, that
receives said third plurality of control signals and in
response thereto receives and further processes said plurality
of processed video signals to provide at least one video
display signal.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising second
video control circuitry, coupled to said third plurality of
signal terminals, that receives said third plurality of control
signals and in response thereto provides a second plurality of
video control signals.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising second
video processing circuitry, coupled to said second video
control circuitry and said first video processing circuitry, that
receives said second plurality of video control signals and in
response thereto receives and further processes said plurality
of processed video signals to provide at least one video
display signal.
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5. An apparatus including a video display interface con-

troller for a host video display unit, comprising:
a first plurality of signal terminals that convey a plurality
of multiplexed input signals including a plurality of

component video signals and a first plurality of control 5

signals, wherein said first plurality of control signals
includes address information and data information, and
said address information corresponds to at least one
local address and at least one remote address;

a second plurality of signal terminals that convey a second
plurality of control signals corresponding to a portion
of said data information related to said at least one local
address;

a third plurality of signal terminals that convey a third
plurality of control signals including another portion of
said data information and a portion of said address
information corresponding to said at least one remote
address;

interface circuitry, coupled to said first, second and third
pluralities of signal terminals, that receives and pro-
cesses said plurality of multiplexed input signals to
provide said second and third pluralities of control
signals;

first video control circuitry, coupled to said first and
second pluralities of signal terminals, that receives said
plurality of multiplexed input signals and said second
plurality of control signals and in response thereto
processes said plurality of component video signals to
provide a plurality of processed video signals; and

second video processing circuitry, coupled to said third
plurality of signal terminals and said first video pro-
cessing circuitry, that receives said third plurality of
control signals and in response thereto receives and
further processes said plurality of processed video
signals to provide at least one video display signal.

6. An apparatus including a video display interface con-

troller for a host video display unit, comprising:
signal conveyance means for conveying a plurality of
multiplexed input signals including a plurality of com-
ponent video signals and a first plurality of control
signals, wherein said first plurality of control signals
includes address information and data information, and
said address information corresponds to at least one
local address and at least one remote address;
processing means for processing said plurality of multi-
plexed input signals and generating
a second plurality of control signals corresponding to a
portion of said data information related to said at
least one local address; and

a third plurality of control signals including another
portion of said data information and a portion of said
address information corresponding to said at least
one remote address;
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first video controller means for responding to said second
plurality of control signals by generating a first plural-
ity of video control signals; and

first video processor means for responding to said first
plurality of video control signals by processing said
plurality of component video signals and generating a
plurality of processed video signals.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising second
video processor means for responding to said third plurality
of control signals by processing said plurality of processed
video signals and generating at least one video display
signal.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising second
video controller means for responding to said third plurality
of control signals by generating a second plurality of video
control signals.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising second
video processor means for responding to said third plurality
of control signals by processing said plurality of processed
video signals and generating at least one video display
signal.

10. An apparatus including a video display interface
controller for a host video display unit, comprising:

signal conveyance means for conveying a plurality of
multiplexed input signals including a plurality of com-
ponent video signals and a first plurality of control
signals, wherein said first plurality of control signals
includes address information and data information, and
said address information corresponds to at least one
local address and at least one remote address;

processing means for processing said plurality of multi-
plexed input signals and generating

a second plurality of control signals corresponding to a
portion of said data information related to said at
least one local address; and

a third plurality of control signals including another
portion of said data information and a portion of said
address information corresponding to said at least
one remote address;

first video processor means for responding to said first
plurality of video control signals by processing said
plurality of component video signals and generating a
plurality of processed video signals; and

second video processor means for responding to said third
plurality of control signals by processing said plurality
of processed video signals and generating at least one
video display signal.
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