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Litigation 

Judge Albright, Texas Patent Magnet, Leaving Bench in 
August (2) 
April 21, 2026, 3:55 PM PDT; Updated: April 21, 2026, 5:58 PM PDT 

BY.an Aut ullo 
Senior Correspondent 

US. District Judge Alan Albnght 
US. District Court for the Western Oi,;trict of Texas 

Judge Alan Albright of the US District Court for the Western Distr ict of Texas is 

stepping down from the bench, two people familiar with his decision told 

Bloomberg l aw on Tuesday. 

Albright, who confi rmed his departure, said he expects to leave at the end of 

August. 

"For the past year or so I've really missed being in the courtroom as a trial 

lawyer," Albright said in a text message Tuesday night. "I've learned so much by 
being in the bench. I'm almost 67 and I felt like now was the right t ime to make 

the change." 

His departure will create a vacancy in the Austin division. where Albright had 

pushed for an inter-division transfer from Waco in 2024 to be closer to home. 

In Waco, Albright, a 2018 appointee of President Donald Trump became a 

magnet for patent sui ts. By 2021, nearly one in every four patent lawsuits were 

filed in his one-judge division. After outcry from several senators and Chief 

Justice John Roberts, the Western District's former chief judge issued an order 

requiring new patent suits filed in Waco to be randomly assigned throughout the 
d istrict. 

News of Albright's departure opens a new bench days after the Senate 

confirmed Trump's picks for two vacancies in the Western District . On Monday, 

the upper chamber confirmed Andrew Davis, a partner at Lehotsky Keller Cohn, 
to the Austin d ivision by a 47-46 vote. On April 14, Chris Wolfe, a state court 

judge in Fort Worth, was confirmed to the Waco bench by a 53-47 vote. He takes 

the bench that opened when Albright left for Austin. 

Albright said he waited to announce his departure unti l those seats were filled. 
He isn't yet eligible for senior status, an option many judges take at a certain age 

to maintain their full salaries while working less. 

Albright on Wednesday is set to preside over a preliminary injunction hearing 

tied to the Texas Education Agency's policy of punishing teachers for 
commenting on the assassination of conservative political Charlie Kir k. 

Later, he's set to hear a discovery d ispute in a lawsuit from Council on American­

Islamic Relations Texas challenging a declaration from Gov. Greg Abbott (R) that 

it's a terrorist organization. 

(Updated w ith comments from Albright) 

To contact the reporter on this story: Ryan Autullo in Austin at 
rautullo@bloombergindustry.com 

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Stephanie Gleason at 

sgleason@bloombergindustry.com 
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GWU Grad Sues School, Ernst & Young 

Over Gaza 'Genocide' Remarks 

Ernst & Young LLP illegally fired a George 

Washington University graduate soon after her 

commencement speech for remarks about what 

she called the •ongoing genocide" in Gaza, a 

lawsuit asserts. 

In Overloaded Immigration Courts, 

Detainees Fight Long Odds (l) 

Bloomberg Law reporters attended 55 bond 

hearings in five states in February and March to 

chronicle proceedings before immigration judges 

They offered a window into an une11en system 

beleaguered by an avalanche of cases and 

whipsawed by changing legal decisions 

Dodgers Fan Al leging LAPD Injury 

Awarded $11.8 M illion (1) 

A jury awarded $11.8 mi lion in damages to a man 

who said he was permanently blinded in his right 
eye after police struck him with a projectile as he 

was leaving a celebration of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers· 2020 World Series 11ictory 
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Trum p Lawyer Kasowitz Leaves Candace 

Owens Team in Macron Case 

A lawyer linked to President Donald Trump 

withdrew from the team defending a former 

Trump ally, right-wing podcaster Candace Owens, 

against defamation claims filed by French 

President Emmanuel Macron 

Supre me Court Weighs OHS Power Over 

Green Card Entries at Border 

The US Supreme Court wrestled with how much 

discretion immig ration officers should ha11e at the 

border to temporarily adm,t lawful perm,t 

residents under a status known as parole when 

agents suspect they engaged in criminal acti11ity 

Billionaire Sun Sues Trump-linked Project 

Alleging Exto rtion (1) 

Crypto billionaire Justin Sun and his companies 

sued World Liberty Financial, a crypto project co­

founded by President Donald Trump, accusing the 
company of extortion and an · illegal scheme· to 

seize his tokens 

24/7 BLAW" HELP DESK 

B88.560.2529 

hclpObloombcrglaw.com 

Do Not Sell Or Share My Personal Information 

Terms of Service Pri11acy Policy Copyr ight Accessibility :,.: 2026 Bloomberg Industry Group, In c. All Rights Reser,ed 

Page 2 of 2




