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COMBINATION INFORMATION ~— 81
ST CONFIGURATION INFORMATION |82
__#| VOL CONFIGURATION INFORMATION |~ 83
n SC INFORMATION — 84
SC MANAGEMENT INFORMATION L 85
BC INFORMATION — 86
MAPPING INFORMATION L 87
STORAGE | USED STORAGE
1 ST39A 5TB 3TB HIGH SPEED
>82R
~ 2 ST398 20TB 10TB MEDIUM SPEED
82 ST39C 80TB 50TB LOW SPEED
USED VOL
NO. | STNAME | VOL NAME | VOL CAPACITY CAPACITY
1 ST39A VOL41A 278 1B
83R
2 ST39A VOL41B 1TB 0.8TB
83
=1 3 ST39B VOL41C 5TB 3TB
4 ST39B VOL41D 3TB 2TB
5 ST398 VOL41E 278 178
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NO.| DETAILED INFORMATION NO. | PORT NAME
1 | NUMBER OF USED PORTS (=2) / 1 | PORT31A
2 | USED PORT INFORMATION 2 | PORT31B
3 | NUMBER OF USED I/Fs (=2) USED V/F INFORMATION
4 | USED I/F/ INFORMATION =~ NO.| I/F NAME
5 | NUMBER OF USED CPUs (=3) ] UF37A
6 | USED CPU INFORMATION 2 /F37B
7| USED MEMORY CAPACITY (=) \ USED CPU INFORMATION
8 | NUMBER OF PORT QUEUES (=2) CPU USAGE
9 | PORT QUEUE INFORMATION NO. |OPU NAVE | PROPORTION
10 | NUMBER OF IIF QUEUES (=2) 1 | CPU3sA 100%
11 | I/F QUEUE INFORMATION 2 | CPU33B S0%
3 | cPU33C 80%
FIG. 7B
NO. [VOL NAME | SVC NAME | PORT NAME | I/F NAME
1 | VOL41A | SVC61A | PORT31A UFSTA  gsr
~ 2 | voL41A | SvCB1A | PORT31B VF37B
8 ™37 VoLate | svceis | PORT3IC IF37C
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FIG. 9A
81A. |WEIGHTING RATIO - 81A1 N
INFORMATION HIGH SPEED : MEDIUM SPEED
OVERALL ASSOCIATION : LOW SPEED = 1:1.5:2
INFORMATION T 81A2
9
o1 naue [oc vave [SHVUNICATON ORDEROF  THeIGsTING PRIORITY
1| ST39A | BC17A 1 1 1 1
2 | ST39D | BC17D 1 1 1 1
3| ST39A | BC17D 3 2 1 2
4 | ST39D | BC17A 4 3 1 3
5| sT398 | BC17B 2 4 1.5 )
6 | ST39E | BC17E 2 4 15 6
7 | ST39B | BCA7E 4 5 15 7.5
8 | ST39E | BC17B 4 5 15 7.5
9 | ST39C | BCI7C 2 6 2 12
10| ST39C | BC17E 4 7 2 14
FIG. 9B

NUMBER OF BUSINESS APs (=x)
87R~1MAPPING INFORMATION OF AP 4A | | ™~ g7
MAPPING INFORMATION OF AP 4B

MAPPING INFORMATION OF AP 4x

y
NO.| AP NAME [BVC NAME| BC NAME (SvC NaME | VOL_ NiIAE CONDITION
1| AP4A | BVC2A | BC17A | SVCG1A | VOL41A | ST39A | OPERATIVE
2 | AP4A | BVC2A | BCI7D | SVCG1A |VOL4iH | ST39D SET
3 | AP4A | BVC2B | BCI7D | SVCGIH |VOL4TH | ST39D SET
4| AP4A | BVC2A | BCI7D | SVCB1A | VOL#1A | ST39A SET
5 | AP4A | BVC2A | BCI7TA | SVCB1A |vOL41H | ST39D SET
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NG| AP _|PERFORMANCE 258&%‘? DISASTER |COPYING | CLUSTERING |STORAGE
| NANE [REQUIREMENT |3 10RASC |\ PRESENCE [PRESENCE | PRESENCE | PRESENCE
1| AP2A HIGH 0.8TB | PRESENT | PRESENT | PRESENT | PRESENT
2 |AP4B-1|  MEDIUM 0.3TB | ABSENT | PRESENT | PRESENT | ABSENT
3 [AP4B2]  MEDIUM 0.3TB | ABSENT | PRESENT | PRESENT | ABSENT
4 | AP4AC LOW 10TB | ABSENT | PRESENT | ABSENT | PRESENT
ACCESS DESTINATION| ACCESS SOURCE
703~ NOSC NAME | b ORT NAME PORT NAME VOL NAME
BEFORE DISASTER RECOVERY AFTER DISASTER RECOVERY
BC17A BC17D
| Apap | [ Apan |
BVC2A BVC2A
3
' Y
|  PORT31A | |  PORT31W |
A
SC27A  § SSASTER }  scorw
[ sveeia | RECOVERY | svcetA |
k ‘ b
1 i
T F35A T [ /F35W T
A 3
VOL41H
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STORAGE 31D
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BEFORE BUSINESS COPYING AFTER BUSINESS COPYING
BC17A BC17A BC17D
AP4A AP4A AP4A
BVC2A BVC2A BVC2B
A
‘ \ L]
[ PorT31A | PORT 31A | | PORT3W |
[ A
' y r
COPYING SVCB1A SVC61H
7 sc27a § scarw
[ VF35A | ST
[

I VOL41A|

STORAGE 39A STORAGE 39A

BEFORE CLUSTERING AFTER CLUSTERING
BC17A BC17D
AP4A AP4A
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3 [
\ 1
| PORT31A | PORT31A |
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BEFORE STORAGE MODIFICATION AFTER STORAGE MODIFICATION
BC17A BC17A
AP4A AP4A
BVC2A BVC2A
4 J Y
Y Y
PORT 31A | PORT 31W |
[
STORAGE y
SVC61A MODIFICATION
§ Sc27a
[ WF3sA | MODIFICATION OF
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DEVICE
MODIFICATION OF
STORAGE
STORAGE 30A COPYING OF LOGICAL
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2TW
L/
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L 27A
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( START )
¢ FLAG1=0 | GATHER BC INFORMATION ELEMENTS FROM STORAGE
MANAGEMENT PROCESSING PORTION (S11)
LOOP WHILE

FLAG 1=0 GATHER ST CONFIGURATION INFORMATION ELEMENTS,
VOL CONFIGURATION INFORMATION ELEMENTS, SC

D INFORMATION ELEMENTS, AND SC MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION ELEMENTS FROM STORAGE AGENT
PROCESSING PORTION (S512)

—)

h GATHER SAN CONFIGURATION INFORMATION FROM
SAN AGENT PROCESSING PORTION (S13)

Fan

h CREATE ASSOCIATION INFORMATION FOR EACH
PERFORMANCE LEVEL (S14)

oY

COUNT NUMBER OF FC-SWs EXISTING BETWEEN
STORAGE AND BUSINESS COMPUTER ON BASIS OF

h ASSOCIATION INFORMATION FOR EACH PERFORMANCE
LEVEL AND SAN CONFIGURATION INFORMATION, AND
SET COUNT VALUE AS COMMUNICATION PATH LENGTH
(515)

Fon

& SET ORDER OF PRECEDENCE FROM SHORTEST
COMMUNICATION PATH LENGTH VALUE DOWNWARD
(S16)

AMALGAMATE ASSOCIATION INFORMATION FOR EACH
@ PERFORMANCE LEVEL INTO OVERALL ASSOCIATION
INFORMATION, AND REARRANGE ORDER OF
PRECEDENCE (S17)

® INPUT WEIGHTING RATIO CORRESPONDING TO
PERFORMANCE (518)

h SET CALCULATED VALUE OF ORDER OF PRECEDENCE
IN OVERALL ASSOCIATION INFORMATION AND
END WEIGHTING RATIO AS PRIORITY VALUE (S19)

O

ARRANGE PLURALITY OF INFORMATION ELEMENTS IN
D OVERALL ASSOCIATION INFORMATION IN ORDER OF
SMALLEST PRIORITY VALUE (520)

oy
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( START )

® FLAG 2=0

q

FIG. 14A

DGATHER ST CONFIGURATION INFORMATION ELEMENTS
FROM STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING PORTION, AND

LOOP WHILE
FLAG 2=0

END
( START )

O FLAG 3=0

—O)

CREATE ST CONFIGURATION INFORMATION (S21)

D GATHER VOL CONFIGURATION INFORMATION
ELEMENTS FROM STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING
PORTION, AND CREATE VOL CONFIGURATION
INFORMATION (S22)

O

FIG. 14B

D GATHER "ST NAME" AND "NUMBER OF CONNECTED
STORAGES” FROM STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING

LOOP WHILE
FLAG 3=0

END

O

0O

PORTION OF EACH STORAGE CONTROL DEVICE, AND
INCLUDE GATHERED INFORMATION ELEMENTS IN SC
INFORMATION (S31)

b GATHER "ST NAME" OF CONNECTED STORAGES FROM
STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING PORTION OF EACH
STORAGE CONTROL DEVICE, AND INCLUDE IN SC
INFORMATION (S32)

@ STORAGE CONTROL INFORMATION GATHERING

PROCESSING (S33)

D INCLUDE GATHERED STORAGE CONTROL
INFORMATION IN SC INFORMATION (S34)
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FIG. 15A

(_ START )STORAGE CONTROL INFORMATION GATHERING PROCESSING

» GATHER NUMBER OF LOADED PORTS, NUMBER OF LOADED I/Fs,
NUMBER OF SVCs, NUMBER OF LOADED CPUs, AND LOADED MEMORY
CAPACITY FROM STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING PORTION (S33-1)

O

o GATHER LOADED PORT INFORMATION FROM STORAGE AGENT
PROCESSING PORTION (S33-2)

O

> GATHER LOADED I/F INFORMATION FROM STORAGE AGENT
PROCESSING PORTION (S33-3)

® GATHER VIRTUAL COMPUTER INFORMATION FROM VIRTUAL
COMPUTER PROCESSING PORTION VIA STORAGE AGENT
PROCESSING PORTION (S33-4)

YES
IS DETAILED VIRTUAL COMPUTER DETAILED INFORMATION
INFORMATION GATHERING PROCESSING (S33-5)

PRESENT?

SET "PRESENT" IN "PRESENCE OF DETAILED
INFORMATION" (S33-6)
NO

? SET "ABSENT" IN "PRESENCE OF DETAILED
INFORMATION" (S33-7)

RETURN

FIG. 15B

G

5 GATHER NUMBER OF USED PORTS, NUMBER OF USED I/Fs, NUMBER
OF USED CPUs, USED MEMORY INFORMATION, NUMBER OF PORT
QUEUES, AND NUMBER OF I/F QUEUES FROM VIRTUAL COMPUTER

PROCESSING PORTION VIA STORAGE AGENT PROCESSING PORTION
(S33-5-1)

Y

-

P GATHER PREDETERMINED TYPES OF INFORMATION FROM VIRTUAL
COMPUTER PROCESSING PORTION VIA STORAGE AGENT
PROCESSING PORTION (S33-5-2)

( RETURN)
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FIG. 16
{ START )
O FLAG 4=0
ORECEIVE
REQUEST
(S41)
LOOP WHILE

FLAG4=0  [INFORMATION [IN CASE OF ST @ TRANSMIT ST CONFIGURATION
GATHERING | CONFIGURATION| INFORMATION ELEMENTS (S44)
REQUEST FROM| INFORMATION
MANAGER ELEMENTS
PROCESSING

PORTION (S42) \
4

IN CASE OF VOL © TRANSMIT VOL CONFIGURATION
CONFIGURATION | INFORMATION (S45)
INFORMATION
ELEMENTS

IN CASE OF SC
INFORMATION | (s eoaairion © TRANSMIT
INFORMATION
CORRESPONDING
RELATINGTO | CORRESH
NUMBER OF ORMATION

SVCs AND (S46)
VIRTUAL
COMPUTER
INFORMATION
O TRANSMIT SC
INFORMATION

ELEMENTS (547)

REQUEST FROM| COMPUTER CONTROL (S48)
MANAGER

PROCESSING

PORTION (S43)

CONTROL T’ STORAGE VIRTUAL
M

END
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FIG. 17
( START )

ﬁD FLAG 4a=0

INPUT PORT, I/F, CPU, MEMORY, AND PROCESS
PRIOCRITY CONDITION ALLOCATED TO VIRTUAL
COMPUTER (S56)

LOOP WHILE | OF VIRTUAL CONDITIONS, ALLOCATE PORT, I/F, CPU, MEMORY,
FLAG 4a=0 | COMPUTER (S51) AND PROCESS PRIORITY FROM ACTUAL RESOURCES
| (S57)

INPUT VIRTUAL COMPUTER INFORMATION TO BE
DELETED (S58)

DELETE INPUT VIRTUAL COMPUTER, RELEASE
ALLOCATED PORT, I/F/, CPU, AND MEMORY (S59)

DELETION OF
VIRTUAL
COMPUTER

GENERATION +GENERATE VIRTUAL COMPUTER USING INPUT
(S52) i

MODIFICATION QINPUT INFORMATION OF VIRTUAL COMPUTER TO BE

OF VIRTUAL SUBJECTED TO CONDITION MODIFICATION (S60)
88%5%5&3 4> MODIFY INPUT PORT, IFF, CPU, MEMORY, AND
o PROCESS PRIORITY OF VIRTUAL COMPUTER (S61)
YES

ISPORTOR ¢ NOTIFY QUEUE CONTROL

F TO BE PROCESSING PORTION OF

MODIFIED? | ALLOCATION OR RELEASE OF

MODIFIED PORTION OF PORT

QUEUE, I/F QUEUE (S62)

COPYINGOF  @INPUT INFORMATION OF VIRTUAL COMPUTER TO

VIRTUAL BE COPIED (S63)
COMPUTER & cOPY VIRTUAL COMPUTER ACCORDING TO INPUT
(554) CONDITIONS {S64)

@INPUT INFORMATION (INFORMATION RELATING TO
QUEUES, FOR EXAMPLE) FROM SPECIFIED LOGICAL
VOLUME (S65)

STORAGE STORAGE CONTROL PROCESSING (S66)
CONTROL (S55)

(RETURN)
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GENERATION © GENERATE SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME IN SPECIFIED

STORAGE (566-2)

7"
DELETION OF © DELETE SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME FROM

STORAGE (S66-4)

COPYING OF © COPY CONTENT OF SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME IN

OTHER SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME OF SPECIFIED
STORAGE (S66-6)

MOVING OF ® MOVE SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME TO OTHER

SPECIFIED LOGICAL VOLUME OF SPECIFIED STORAGE
(S66-8)

b MODIFY VOL CAPACITY OF SPECIFIED LOGICAL

VOLUME TO SPECIFIED VOL CAPACITY (S66-10)
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( START )
O FLAG 6=0
INFORMATION
L oop GATHERING ® TRANSMIT BC INFORMATION ELEMENTS (572)
WHILE REQUEST

FLAG6=0 |(S71) DOESBVC @ PROVIDE BVC NAME (S73)

EXIST?
DOES PROVIDE AP
BUSINESS AP | NAME (574)
EXIST?

CONTROL

feaesr [ & INPUT VOL NAME, SC NAME,

(S75) COMMUNICATION[ ACCESS DESTINATION PORT

PATH OPENING | NAWE (S77)

(S76)

® OBTAIN ACCESS SOURCE PORT
NAME (S78)

O OPEN COMMUNICATION PATH
(ALLOCATE DISK) (S79)

RELEASE OF RELEASE COMMUNICATION
COMMUN'CAT'ON+ PATH (RELEASE DISK

PATH (S80) ALLOCATION) (S81)

D> ]

VIRTUAL VIRTUAL COMPUTER
COMPUTER PROCESSING BY STORAGE
PROCESSING MANAGEMENT PROCESSING

REQUEST (S82)  PORTION (583)

END
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FIG. 20
( START)

O GENERATE BVC (S92)
YES

BVC
IS BUSINESS
GENERATION AP TO BE ACTIVATE SPECIFIED BUSINESS AP

(S91) ACTIVATED? | (593)
NO
D YES
BVC
DELETION (S94) fPBUS'NESS + HALT SPECIFIED BUSINESS AP (S95)
OPERATIVE?
NO
ODELETE SPECIFIED BVC (S96)
>
DELETE BVC SU T NDITION MODIFI
BVC CONDII ON()(SEQIESI)E BJECT TO CONDITIO CATION
MODIFICATION
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STORAGE CONTROL METHOD AND
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO PRIOR APPLICATION

This application relates to and claims priority from Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2005-081455, filed on Mar. 22,
2005, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a technique for controlling
the storage of electronic information.

Storage devices which are capable of storing large amounts
of electronic information such as data or programs, for
example, are known (see Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication no. 2005-055963, for example).

However, even when a storage device has a large storage
capacity, it is considered undesirable to simply store more and
more information in the storage device.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to enable
the storage of electronic information to be controlled in a
favorable manner.

Other objects of the present invention will become clear
from the following description.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A storage control method according to a first aspect of the
present invention may comprise the steps of: referring to
resource information relating to the usage condition of at least
one hardware resource from among one or more storage
control devices connected communicably to at least one of a
plurality of storage devices; specifying an unused part of the
hardware resource from the resource information; and setting
a storage virtual computer, which serves as a virtual computer
to which all or a part of the specified unused part is allocated,
in at least one of the one or more storage control devices.

In this case, for example, the set storage virtual computer
may receive an access request from a host device connected
communicably to the storage control device, and process the
access request by accessing the storage device on the basis of
the access request.

In an embodiment, this storage control method may com-
prise the steps of: specifying combinations of each of the
plurality of storage devices and each of a plurality of host
devices for accessing at least one of the plurality of storage
devices; selecting a combination from one or more combina-
tions comprising a certain host device, and allocating the
selected combination to the certain host device; and having a
storage virtual computer capable of accessing the storage
device included in the allocated combination receive an
access request from the certain host device, and access the
storage device included in the allocated combination in accor-
dance with the received access request.

In an embodiment, the storage control method may com-
prise the steps of: referring to host information, which is
information expressing a performance level of each host
device of the plurality of host devices, and storage device
information, which is information expressing a performance
level of each storage device of the plurality of storage devices;
specifying a plurality of combinations of the host device and
storage device on the basis of the performance of each host
device and the performance of each storage device, specified
from the host information and the storage device information;
attaching an order of precedence to each of the plurality of
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combinations on the basis of the performance of each host
device and the performance of each storage device; selecting
a combination from one or more combinations comprising a
certain host device on the basis of the order of precedence of
each of the one or more combinations, and allocating the
selected combination to the certain host device; and having a
storage virtual computer capable of accessing the storage
device included in the allocated combination receive an
access request from the certain host device, and access the
storage device included in the allocated combination in accor-
dance with the received access request.

In an embodiment, the storage control device may com-
prise the steps of: gathering host information elements, com-
prising an ID and the performance level of each host device,
from each host device, and generating the host information on
the basis of the gathered host information elements; and gath-
ering storage device information elements, comprising an ID
and the performance level of each storage device, from each
storage control device, and generating the storage device
information on the basis of the gathered storage device infor-
mation elements.

In an embodiment, the storage control method may com-
prise the steps of: referring to communication path informa-
tion expressing the length of a communication path between
each of the plurality of host devices and each of the plurality
of storage devices; specitying, from the communication path
information, a communication path length which corre-
sponds to each of the plurality of combinations; and attaching
an order of precedence to each of the plurality of combina-
tions on the basis of the performance of each host device, the
performance of each storage device, and the specified com-
munication path length of each combination.

In an embodiment, the storage control method may com-
prise the steps of: attaching a priority value to each of the
plurality of combinations on the basis of the order of prece-
dence of each of the plurality of combinations and a weight-
ing value corresponding to the performance level; and select-
ing a combination from the one or more combinations
comprising the certain host device on the basis of the priority
value of each of the one or more combinations, and allocating
the selected combination to the certain host device.

In an embodiment, the plurality of storage control devices
may comprise a first storage control device and a second
storage control device. The plurality of storage devices may
comprise a first storage connected communicably to the first
storage control device, and a second storage connected com-
municably to the second storage control device. A first stor-
age virtual computer set in the first storage control device may
be capable of accessing a first logical volume set in the first
storage. In this case, the storage control method may com-
prise the steps of: moving or copying the first storage virtual
computer into the second storage control device; and moving
or copying the first logical volume into the second storage.

In an embodiment, a plurality of host devices may be
provided for accessing at least one of the plurality of storage
devices, and the plurality of host devices may comprise a first
host device connected communicably to the first storage con-
trol device, and a second host device connected communica-
bly to the second storage control device. The first host device
may comprise an information processing portion having at
least one of a virtual computer to which all or a part of the
hardware resources of the first host device are allocated, and
a computer program executed by the virtual computer. The
information processing portion may be capable of accessing
the first logical volume prior to movement or copying via the
first storage virtual computer prior to movement or copying.
In this case, the storage control method may comprise the step
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of moving or copying the information processing portion
provided in the first host device into the second host device.

In an embodiment, the storage control method may com-
prise the step of moving or copying the first storage virtual
computer into the second storage control device and moving
or copying the first logical volume into the second storage in
accordance with predetermined policy information when a
predetermined event occurs.

In an embodiment, at least one of a plurality ofhost devices
for accessing at least one of the plurality of storage devices
may comprise an information processing portion having at
least one of a virtual computer to which all or a part of the
hardware resources of the host device are allocated, and a
computer program executed by the virtual computer. The
storage devices may be constituted by storages. The informa-
tion processing portion may be capable of accessing a logical
volume set in a certain storage via a certain storage virtual
computer of a certain storage control device. In this case, the
storage control method may comprise the step of neither
moving nor copying the logical volume and the certain stor-
age virtual computer, but moving or copying the information
processing portion from the host device thereof to another
host device.

A device (a management computer to be described below,
for example) according to a second aspect of the present
invention may be capable of communicating with one or more
storage control devices connected communicably to at least
one of a plurality of storage devices. The device may com-
prise: a storage area storing at least one computer program;
and at least one computer for reading the at least one com-
puter program from the storage area and executing the com-
puter program. For example, the at least one computer (a
computer machine or processor, for example) may realize
means for referring to resource information relating to the
usage condition of at least one hardware resource from among
the one or more storage control devices, means for specifying
an unused part of the hardware resource from the resource
information, and means for setting a storage virtual computer,
which serves as a virtual computer to which all or a part of the
specified unused part is allocated, in at least one of the one or
more storage control devices. Each of these means may be
realized by an object other than a computer.

A storage control system according to a third aspect of the
present invention may comprise: one or more storage control
devices connected communicably to at least one of a plurality
of'storage devices; and a management device connected com-
municably to the one or more storage control devices. The
management device may comprise: a storage area storing at
least one computer program; and at least one computer for
reading the at least one computer program from the storage
area and executing the computer program. For example, the at
least one computer may realize means for referring to
resource information relating to the usage condition of at least
one hardware resource from among the one or more storage
control devices, means for specifying an unused part of the
hardware resource from the resource information, and means
for setting a storage virtual computer, which serves as a
virtual computer to which all or a part of the specified unused
part is allocated, in at least one of the one or more storage
control devices. Each of these means may be realized by an
object other than a computer.

A computer program according to a fourth aspect of the
present invention may cause a computer to execute the steps
of: referring to resource information relating to the usage
condition of at least one hardware resource from among one
or more storage control devices connected communicably to
at least one of a plurality of storage devices; specifying an
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unused part of the hardware resource from the resource infor-
mation; and setting a storage virtual computer, which serves
as a virtual computer to which all or a part of the specified
unused part is allocated, in at least one of the one or more
storage control devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows in outline a constitutional example of a stor-
age control system according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the functions of the
storage control system shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a storage control device 27 shown in FIG.
2 in further detail; the storage control device 27 will be
described with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3;

FIG. 4A shows an example of usage of a storage area of at
least one memory 35 in the storage control device 27, and
FIG. 4B shows a schematic example of SAN configuration
information 701 that is managed by a SAN agent processing
portion 23;

FIG. 5A shows a constitutional example of configuration
information that is constructed in the storage control system
shown in the example in FIG. 4B, FIG. 5B shows a constitu-
tional example of ST configuration information 82, and FIG.
5C shows a constitutional example of VOL configuration
information 83;

FIG. 6A shows a constitutional example of SC information
84, and FIG. 6B shows a constitutional example of storage
control information included in SC information elements
84R;

FIG. 7A shows a constitutional example of detailed infor-
mation relating to a storage virtual computer 61, and FIG. 7B
shows a constitutional example of SC management informa-
tion 85;

FIG. 8A shows a constitutional example of BC information
86, and FIG. 8B shows a constitutional example of combina-
tion information 81;

FIG. 9A shows a constitutional example of overall infor-
mation 81A in the combination information 81, and FIG. 9B
shows a constitutional example of a mapping information
group 87 included in configuration information 11;

FIG. 10A shows a constitutional example of policy infor-
mation 13, FIG. 10B shows a constitutional example of man-
agement information 703 that can be set in a management
computer 5, and FIG. 10C shows an example of the execution
of'a “disaster recovery” service;

FIG. 11A shows an example of the execution of a “copy-
ing” service, and FIG. 11B shows an example of the execution
of'a “clustering” service;

FIG. 12 A shows an example of the execution of a “storage”
service, and FIG. 12B shows an example of an information
exchange method, employing as an example a case in which
information is passed from a storage control device 27A to a
storage control device 27W;

FIG. 13 shows an example of processing performed by a
manager processing portion 7 to generate the combination
information 81 in the configuration information 11;

FIG. 14A shows an example of processing performed by
the manager processing portion 7 to generate the ST configu-
ration information 82 and VOL configuration information 83
in the configuration information 11, and FIG. 14B shows an
example of processing performed by the manager processing
portion 7 to generate the SC information 84 in the configura-
tion information 11;

FIG. 15A shows an example of storage control information
gathering processing performed in S33 of FIG. 14B, and FIG.
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15B shows an example of virtual computer detailed informa-
tion gathering processing performed in S33-5 of FIG. 15A;

FIG. 16 shows an example of processing performed by a
storage agent processing portion 282;

FIG. 17 shows an example of processing performed by a
virtual computer processing portion 93;

FIG. 18 shows an example of storage control processing
performed by the virtual computer processing portion 93;

FIG. 19 shows an example of processing performed by a
storage management processing portion 25 of a business
computer 17; and

FIG. 20 shows an example of virtual computer control
processing performed by the storage management processing
portion 25.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 shows in outline a constitutional example of a stor-
age control system according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Note that in the following description, when it is
unnecessary to differentiate between like constitutional ele-
ments, only a parent numeral is used, but when it is necessary
to differentiate between like constitutional elements, a branch
numeral may be affixed to the parent numeral. Further, for
ease of understanding, a branch numeral may not be used in
the description even when the branch numeral is affixed in the
drawings.

A plurality of (two in the illustrated example) business
computers 17 and a management computer 5 are connected to
a first communication network (for example, a LAN (Local
Area Network) or the Internet) 15. The plurality of business
computers 17 is also connected to a SAN (Storage Area
Network) 19. A storage control device 27 and a SAN control
computer 21 are connected to the SAN 19. The SAN control
computer 21 is also connected to a second communication
network 3. The aforementioned management computer 5 is
connected to the second communication network (for
example, a LAN or the Internet). The first communication
network 15, second communication network 3, and SAN 19
do not necessarily have to be separate communication net-
works as described above, and at least two thereof may be
constituted as a common network, for example.

At least one of the SAN control computer 21, the business
computers 17, and the management computer 5 may be con-
stituted by a personal computer, a workstation, a mainframe,
or a server machine, for example. These computers 17, 21,
and 5 may have substantially identical hardware configura-
tions. In other words, taking the illustrated business computer
17B as a representative example, each computer 17, 21, and 5
may comprise one or more CPUs 32, a storage resource 34,
and a port for connecting the computer to a communication
network. The storage resource 34 may be constituted by one
ora plurality of physical storage devices, for example, such as
at least one memory and/or at least one disk type storage
device (a hard disk, for example). The storage resource 34 of
each computer 17, 21, and 5 is capable of storing one or more
computer programs. The at least one CPU 32 is capable of
reading the computer program from the storage resource 34
and executing the computer program.

The business computers 17 are used to execute predeter-
mined business. Examples of'this business include processing
as a WEB server to provide a client machine, not shown in the
drawing, with information, processing to provide the client
machine, not shown in the drawing, with online services (for
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example, processing to receive a request to transfer funds
from the bank account of the client to another bank account,
and respond to the received request by executing the transfer),
transaction processing, batch processing, and so on. For
example, the business computers 17 may comprise a storage
management processing portion 25 and one or a plurality of
virtual computers (business virtual computers hereafter) 2.
The business virtual computer 2 may be generated and
deleted dynamically, and hence there may be cases where no
business virtual computers 2 exist, and cases where many
business virtual computers 2 exist in the business computers
17.

The management computer 5 is capable of managing the
storage control system according to this embodiment. The
storage resource of the management computer 5 is capable of
storing configuration information 11, comprising informa-
tion relating to various configurations, and policy information
13 relating to the conditions for executing predetermined
processing. The management computer 5 may comprise a
manager processing portion 7. By gathering various informa-
tion from the business computer 17 and storage control device
27, the manager processing portion 7 is capable of construct-
ing the configuration information 11 and displaying the
obtained information on a display device (for example, a
display screen of the client machine) 9 which is connected
communicably to the management computer 5.

The SAN 19 may be constituted by a plurality of fiber
channel switches (FC-SW hereafter) 71, for example. As a
result of this constitution, the number of FC-SWs 71 existing
on a communication path linking a first business computer
17A and the storage control device 27 may differ from the
number of FC-SWs 71 existing on a communication path
linking the second business computer 17B and the storage
control device 27, for example. The number of FC-SWs 71
existing on a communication path may be expressed as the
“communication path length”.

The SAN control computer 21 manages the SAN 19, and
may comprise a SAN agent processing portion 23. The SAN
agent processing portion 23 will be described hereafter.

The storage control device 27 is capable of controlling one
or more (three in the illustrated example) storages (hard disk
drives, for example) 39 connected thereto. For example, the
storage control device 27 may comprise one or more (two in
the illustrated example) ports for connecting the storage con-
trol device 27 to the SAN 19, one or more CPUs 33, at least
one memory 35, and one or more storage interface devices
(abbreviated to I/F hereafter) 37 connected respectively to the
one or more storages 39. The I/Fs 37 connected to the storages
39 may be multiplexed (doubled, for example).

A logical volume (occasionally abbreviated to VOL here-
after) 41 may be set in each of the plurality of storages 39. One
logical volume 41 may be provided in each storage 39, as
shown in the drawing, or provided over a plurality of the
storages 39.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the functions of the
storage control system shown in FIG. 1. Note that in the
following description, to avoid lengthy descriptions and
improve readability, the terms “storage”, “storage control
device”, “storage virtual computer”, “business computer”,
and “business virtual computer” are occasionally abbreviated
to “ST”, “SC”, “SVC”, “BC”, and “BVC”, respectively.

The manager processing portion 7 of the management
computer 5 is capable of gathering various information from
the business computers 17, storage control device 27, and
SAN control computer 21, and constructing the configuration
information 11 onthe basis of the gathered information. More
specifically, for example, the manager processing portion 7 is
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capable of constructing ST configuration information 82 (see
FIG. 5B), VOL configuration information 83 (see FIG. 5C),
SC information 84 (see FIGS. 6A to 7A), and SC manage-
ment information 85 (see FIG. 7B) included in the configu-
ration information 11 (see FIG. 5A), as described below, by
gathering one or more ST configuration information elements
82R, one or more VOL configuration information elements
83R, one or more SC information elements 84R, and one or
more SC management information elements 85R from each
of the storage control devices 27. Further, for example, the
manager processing portion 7 is capable of constructing BC
information 86 (see FIG. 8A) included in the configuration
information 11, as described below, by gathering one or more
BC information elements 86R from each of the business
computers 17. Further, referring to FIG. 5A, the manager
processing portion 7 is also capable of generating combina-
tion information 81 on the basis of the constructed ST con-
figuration information 82, VOL configuration information
83, SC information 84, SC management information 85, BC
information 86, and SAN configuration information 701, and
generating a mapping information group 87 using the gener-
ated combination information 81. These processes will be
described in detail hereafter.

Returning to FIG. 2, the manager processing portion 7 is
capable of transmitting to the business computer 17 manage-
ment information (for example, information indicating the
logical volumes 41 that can be accessed from each port of the
business computer 17 via each port 31 of each storage control
device 27) 703, which can be learned from the configuration
information 11 and SAN configuration information 701. The
manager processing portion 7 is also capable of controlling
the storage control device 27 (for example, performing disas-
ter recovery, copying, clustering, and storage modification)
on the basis of the configuration information 11.

The SAN agent processing portion 23 is capable of man-
aging information 701 relating to the configuration of the
SAN 19 (SAN configuration information hereafter) in the
storage resource of the SAN control computer 21. The SAN
configuration information 701 may be constituted by infor-
mation (see FIG. 4B) indicating the FC-SWs 71 that exist
between each business computer 17 and each storage control
device 27, the FC-SWs 71 that are connected to each FC-SW
71, and so on, for example.

The one or more CPUs, the storage resource, and so on
provided in the business computer 17 may be considered as a
business computer resource pool 22. The business computer
17 may be provided with the business virtual computer 2,
which is allocated apart or all of the resource pool 22. Hence,
although not illustrated in the drawing, the business virtual
computer 2, similarly to a storage virtual computer 61 to be
described below, may comprise a virtual CPU and a virtual
storage resource. By means of this virtual CPU, the business
virtual computer 2 is capable of executing an application
program (business AP hereafter) for performing predeter-
mined business.

The storage management processing portion 25 is capable
of generating the business virtual computer 2, comprising all
or a part of the business computer resource pool 22 (for
example, a usage proportion of at least one of the CPUs 32
and a storage area of the storage resource 34), in the business
computer 17. Conversely, the storage management process-
ing portion 25 is also capable of deleting the business virtual
computer 2 by releasing the part of the resource pool provided
in the business virtual computer 2. Then, based on the gen-
eration, deletion, and so on ofthe business virtual computer 2,
the storage management processing portion 25 is capable of
updating at least one of the one or more BC information
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elements 86R stored in the storage resource of the business
computer 17. Further, when a predetermined event occurs (for
example, a request is received from the manager processing
portion 7 or the BC information elements 86R are updated),
the storage management processing portion 25 is capable of
transmitting all or a part (only the updated information ele-
ment, for example) of the one or more BC information ele-
ments 86R to the manager processing portion 7. The storage
management processing portion 25 is also capable of receiv-
ing the management information 703 from the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 and writing the received management infor-
mation 703 into the storage resource of the business computer
17.

The storage area of the storages 39 may be considered as a
resource pool 28 of the storages 39. The logical volumes 41
may be provided in all or a part of this resource pool 28.

FIG. 3 illustrates the storage control device 27 shown in
FIG. 2 in further detail. The storage control device 27 will
now be described with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3.

The hardware group (for example, the one or more CPUs
33, at least one memory 35, one or more ports 31, and one or
more I/Fs 37) provided in the storage control device 27 may
be considered as a storage control device resource pool 26.
Various information, such as the one or more ST configura-
tion information elements 82R, one or more VOL configura-
tion information elements 83R, one or more SC information
elements 84R, and one or more SC management information
elements 85R, for example, is stored in the storage resources
of the resource pool 26.

The storage control device 27 comprises a storage agent
processing portion 282, a virtual computer processing portion
93, and a queue control processing portion 409. The storage
agent processing portion 282 and virtual computer processing
portion 93 may be constituted by hardware, computer pro-
grams, or a combination thereof, but in this embodiment, it is
assumed that the storage agent processing portion 282 and
virtual computer processing portion 93 are constituted by
computer programs (likewise regarding the manager process-
ing portion 7, SAN agent processing portion 23, storage man-
agement processing portion 25, virtual computer processing
portion 93, and queue control processing portion 409).
Hence, the storage agent processing portion 282 and virtual
computer processing portion 93 can be operated by being
read from the at least one memory 35 into the CPU 33, for
example.

The storage agent processing portion 282 is capable of
monitoring the state of the resource pool 26 of the storage
control device 27 (for example, the usage proportion of the
CPUs 33, the usable capacity of the memory 35, the number
of existing storage virtual computers 61, which part of the
resource pool 26 is allocated to which virtual computer, and
so on), for example. Further, for example, the storage agent
processing portion 282 is capable of updating at least one of
the one or more ST configuration information elements 82R,
one or more VOL configuration information elements 83R,
one or more SC information elements 84R, and one or more
SC management information elements 85R on the basis ofthe
monitoring result. Further, for example, when a predeter-
mined event occurs (for example, a request is received from
the manager processing portion 7 or at least one of the infor-
mation elements 82R, 83R, 84R, 85R is updated), the storage
agent processing portion 282 is capable of transmitting at
least one of the information elements 82R, 83R, 84R, 85R
(only the updated information element, for example) to the
manager processing portion 7. Further, for example, the stor-
age agent processing portion 282 is capable of causing the
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virtual computer processing portion 93 to generate or delete
the storage virtual computer 61 on the basis of the aforemen-
tioned monitoring result.

The virtual computer processing portion 93 is capable of
generating or deleting the virtual computer (storage virtual
computer hereafter) 61, allocated all or a part of the storage
control device resource pool 26, under the control of the
storage agent processing portion 282. Further, the virtual
computer processing portion 93 is capable of obtaining from
the memory 35, for example, a priority policy 92 describing
conditions relating to various priorities (for example, the
order of precedence of each virtual computer and the order of
processing precedence), and is also capable of specifying
priority information (for example, information indicating
which processing should be performed over which process-
ing) 94 to be set in the generated storage virtual computer 61
by referring to the priority policy 92, and setting the specified
priority information 94 in the storage virtual computer 61.
The storage virtual computer 61 shown as an example in FIG.
3 comprises an allocated CPU resource (for example, all or a
part (a usage proportion, for example) of one or a plurality of
the CPUs 33) as a virtual CPU 63, and also comprises an
allocated memory resource (for example, all or a part of one
or a plurality of the memories 35) as a virtual memory 65, a
virtual port queue 51, and a virtual I/F queue 53. The port
queue 51 is capable of storing information elements (requests
or data packets, for example) to be input or output into/from
the port 31. The I/F queue 53 is capable of storing information
elements to be input or output into/from the I/F 37.

The queue control processing portion 409 may be activated
when the number of storage virtual computers 61 existing in
the storage control device 27 switches from zero to one, for
example, and halted when the number returns to zero. Further,
for example, the queue control processing portion 409 is
capable of generating or deleting the port queue 51 or I/F
queue 53 in at least one of the one or more storage virtual
computers 61 in accordance with an instruction from the
storage agent processing portion 282 (at this time, the queues
51 may be allocated to the ports 31 (or the queues 53 may be
allocated to the I/Fs 37) in a ratio of 1:1, N:1 (where N is an
integer of 2 or more), or 1:N). Further, for example, the queue
control processing portion 409 is capable of monitoring the
state of the queues 51, 53 (for example, the respective num-
bers of queues 51, 53, the number of information elements
accumulated in the queues 51, 53, and so on) in each storage
virtual computer 61, and notifying the storage agent process-
ing portion 282 of the monitoring result.

The various elements of the storage control system accord-
ing to this embodiment will now be described in detail.

FIG. 4A shows an example of usage of the storage area of
the at least one memory 35 in the storage control device 27.

A control information area 206, a storage virtual computer
area 202, and a cache area 212, for example, are provided in
the storage area of the at least one memory 35.

Information relating the constitution of the storage control
device 27, information relating to the plurality of storages 39
connected to the storage control device 27, and so on are
stored in the control information area 206.

The storage virtual computer area 202 is provided for each
storage virtual computer 61. Hence, for example, when M
(where M is an integer of 0 or more) storage virtual computers
61 exist, M storage virtual computer areas 202 also exist. A
queue area 208 and a work area 210 are provided in each
storage virtual computer area 202. The queue area 208 is used
as the port queuve 51 and I/F queue 53. The work area 210 is
used as the virtual memory 65.
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The cache area 212 is for storing data exchanged between
the business computer 17 and storage 39 temporarily. More
specifically, when the storage virtual computer 61 receives
data to be written and a write request from the business
computer 17, for example, the data to be written may be
stored temporarily in the cache area 212, read from the cache
area 212, and then written into the logical volume 41. Further,
when the storage virtual computer 61 receives a read request
from the business computer 17, for example, the data to be
read may be read from the logical volume 41, stored tempo-
rarily in the cache area 212, read from the cache area 212, and
then transmitted to the business computer 17.

FIG. 4B shows a schematic example of the SAN configu-
ration information 701 managed by the SAN agent process-
ing portion 23.

As described above, the SAN configuration information
701 may be constituted by information indicating the FC-
SWs 71 that exist between each port of each business com-
puter 17 and each port 31 of each storage control device 27,
which FC-SWs 71 are connected to which FC-SWs 71, and so
on. More specifically, for example, the SAN configuration
information may comprise an ID for the port of the business
computer 17, an ID for the port of the storage control device
27, and one or more IDs corresponding respectively to the one
or more FC-SWs existing between these ports, for each of the
communication paths between each business computer 17
and each storage control device 27. The one or more IDs
corresponding respectively to the one or more FC-SWs may
be arranged in order of connection from the business com-
puter 17 to the storage control device 27.

The SAN agent processing portion 23 is capable of speci-
fying the configuration shown in the example in FIG. 4B by
referring to the SAN configuration information 701. More
specifically, for example, the SAN agent processing portion
23 learns that a port 600 of the business computer 17A is
connected to a first port 31 A of'the storage control device 27A
via an FC-SW 71A, or in other words that one FC-SW 71
exists on a first communication path linking the port 600 of
the business computer 17 A and the first port 31 A. Further, for
example, the SAN agent processing portion 23 learns that the
port 600 of the business computer 17A is connected to a
second port 31B of the storage control device 27A via the
FC-SW 71A and an FC-SW 71B, or in other words that two
FC-SWs 71 exist on a second communication path linking the
port 600 of the business computer 17A and the second port
31B. From this, it is learned that the second communication
path is logically longer than the first communication path. In
this example, the logical distance of the communication path
is determined according to the number of repeaters (not lim-
ited to FC-SWs) passed through when communication
between computers, including the storage control device 27,
is performed on a network. When regarding the communica-
tion path distance in terms of network band allocation, for
example, network band allocation is more likely to be per-
formed smoothly when the logical distance of the communi-
cation path is short. In other words, as the number of repeaters
increases, network band allocation becomes more compli-
cated and it becomes less likely that the allocated network
band can be used effectively.

Next, the configuration information 11 constructed by the
manager processing portion 7 of the management computer 5
will be described. Before that, however, a more specific con-
stitutional example of the storage control system according to
this embodiment will be described using FIG. 4B.

In this embodiment, it is assumed that at least business
computers 17A to 17E exist, for example. It is also assumed
that of these business computers 17A to 17E, the business
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computers 17A and 17D have a high processing speed (for
example, comprise a CPU with a large operating frequency),
the business computer 17B has a medium processing speed,
and the business computer 17C has a low processing speed.
The business computer 17E, for example, is assumed to be
loaded with a plurality of blade type computers (so-called
blade servers, for example), and has either a medium or a low
processing speed. Note that here, the processing speed is used
as the performance element of the business computer 17, but
other performance elements may be used instead of, or in
addition to, the processing speed. Furthermore, the process-
ing speed is not limited to three levels, namely high, medium,
and low, and may be separated into more or less levels.

It is also assumed that at least storage control devices 27A
and 27B exist. Storages 39A to 39C are connected to the
storage control device 27A, and storages 39D and 39E are
connected to the storage control device 27B. The storages
39A and 39D have a high writing speed, the storages 39B and
39E have a medium writing speed, and the storage 39C has a
low writing speed. Note that here, the writing speed is used as
a performance element of the storages 39, but other perfor-
mance elements (reliability, for example (as a specific
example thereof, the MBTF (Mean Time Between Failure)
may be cited)) may be used instead of, or in addition to, the
writing speed. Furthermore, the writing speed is not limited to
three levels, namely high, medium, and low, and may be
separated into more or less levels.

Within this constitution, the configuration information 11
is constructed as described below, for example.

FIG. 5A shows a constitutional example of configuration
information constructed in the storage control system shown
as an example in FI1G. 4B.

As shown in the drawing, the configuration information 11
comprises the combination information 81, ST configuration
information 82, VOL configuration information 83, SC infor-
mation 84, SC management information 85, BC information
86, and the mapping information group 87. Of this informa-
tion, the manager processing portion 7 is capable of con-
structing the ST configuration information 82, VOL configu-
ration information 83, SC information 84, SC management
information 85, and BC information 86 from the one or more
ST configuration information elements 82R, one or more
VOL configuration information elements 83R, one or more
SC information elements 84R, one or more SC management
information elements 85R, and one or more BC information
elements 86R gathered thereby. The manager processing por-
tion 7 is also capable of generating the combination informa-
tion 81 on the basis of the ST configuration information 82,
VOL configuration information 83, SC information 84, SC
management information 85, BC information 86, and SAN
configuration information 701, and is also capable of gener-
ating the mapping information group 87 using the generated
combination information 81.

Each type of information will now be described.

FIG. 5B shows a constitutional example of the ST configu-
ration information 82.

The ST configuration information 82 is constituted by the
plurality of ST configuration information elements (records,
for example) 82R, and relates to each of the plurality of
storages 39 provided in the storage control system according
to this embodiment, for example. Each ST configuration
information element 82R comprises, for example, a “storage
name”, which is the name of the storage 39 corresponding to
the element 82R, a “storage capacity”, which is the storage
capacity of the storage 39, a “used storage capacity”, which is
the storage capacity of the storage 39 that is used as the VOL
41, and a “performance”, indicating the writing speed of the
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storage 39. Note that each ST configuration information ele-
ment 82R may also comprise information (the name of the
storage control device 27, for example) expressing the storage
control device 27 to which the storage 39 is connected, for
example. Further, the storage 39 may be specified by a mul-
tiple ID rather than a name (likewise in the case of the other
elements to be described below). The information indicating
high speed, medium speed, and low speed in the “perfor-
mance” section may be set manually, for example, or may be
set automatically on the basis of a predetermined rule (for
example, a rule whereby a certain writing speed range corre-
sponds to a certain speed) (likewise in the case of the “per-
formance” level of the business computer 17).

By referring to the ST configuration information 82, it is
possible to determine the number of storages 39 in the storage
control system according to this embodiment, the perfor-
mance level of each storage 39, the storage capacity thereof,
and the storage capacity that is allocated as the VOL 41, for
example.

FIG. 5C shows a constitutional example of the VOL con-
figuration information 83.

The VOL configuration information 83 is constituted by
the plurality of VOL configuration information elements
(records, for example) 83R, and relates to each of the plurality
0of'VOLs 41 provided in the storage control system according
to this embodiment, for example. Each VOL configuration
information element 83R comprises, for example, a “storage
name” of the storage 39 comprising the VOL 41 correspond-
ing to the element 83R, a “VOL name”, which is the name of
the VOL 41, a “VOL capacity”, which is the storage capacity
of the VOL 41, and a “used VOL capacity”, which is the
storage capacity of the VOL 41 that is in use (for example, the
capacity occupied by information).

By referring to the VOL configuration information 83, it is
possible to determine the VOLs 41 that exist in each storage
39 in the storage control system according to this embodi-
ment. Further, by referring to the storage configuration infor-
mation 82 shown in the example in FIG. 5B, the performance
and so on of the storage 39 can be learned.

FIG. 6A shows a constitutional example of the SC infor-
mation 84.

The SC information 84 is constituted by the plurality of SC
information elements (records, for example) 84R, and relates
to each of the storage control devices 27 provided in the
storage control system according to this embodiment, for
example. Each SC information element 84R comprises, for
example, an “SC name”, which is the name of the storage
control device 27 corresponding to the element 84R, a “num-
ber of connected storages”, which is the number of storages
39 connected to the storage control device 27, “storage con-
trol information”, which is control information relating to the
storage control device 27, and “connected storage informa-
tion”, which is information relating to the connected storages
39. The connected storage information includes the “ST
name” of each connected storage, for example.

FIG. 6B shows a constitutional example of the storage
control information included in the SC information element
84R.

The storage control information comprises, for example, a
“number of loaded ports”, which is the number of ports 31
loaded in the storage control device 27 corresponding to the
element 84R, “loaded port information”, which is informa-
tion relating to each port 31, and a “number of loaded I/Fs”,
which is the number of I/Fs 37 loaded in the storage control
device 27. The storage control informational so comprises,
for example, “loaded I/F information”, which is information
relating to the I/F 37, a “number of SVCs”, which is the
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number of storage virtual computers 61 existing in the storage
control device 27, and “SVC information”, which is informa-
tion relating to the storage virtual computer 61. Further, the
storage control information comprises, for example, a “num-
ber of loaded CPUs”, which is the number of CPUs 33 loaded
in the storage control device 27, and a “loaded memory capac-
ity”, which is the storage capacity provided by the at least one
or more memories 35 loaded into the storage control device
27. The symbols n, m, p, and e in the drawing denote values,
and the symbol fis a numerical value in megabyte units, for
example.

For each storage virtual computer 61, the SVC information
comprises, for example, an “SVC name”, which is the name
of'the storage virtual computer 61, and a “presence of detailed
information”, which indicates whether or not detailed infor-
mation is provided for the storage virtual computer 61.

FIG. 7A shows a constitutional example of the detailed
information for the storage virtual computer 61.

The detailed information relating to the storage virtual
computer 61 comprises, for example, a “number of used
ports”, which is the number of ports 31 allocated to the
storage virtual computer 61, “used port information”, which
is information relating to each port 31, a “number of used
1/Fs”, which is the number of I/Fs 37 allocated to the storage
virtual computer 61, and “used I/F information”, which is
information relating to each I/F 37. The detailed information
also comprises, for example, a “number of used CPUs”,
which is the number of CPUs 33 allocated to the storage
virtual computer 61, “used CPU information”, which is infor-
mation relating to each CPU 33, and a “used memory capac-
ity”’, which is the capacity of the memory 35 allocated to the
storage virtual computer 61 (the symbol y in the drawing is a
numerical value in megabyte units, for example) Further, the
detailed information comprises, for example, a “number of
port queues”, which is the number of port queues 51 existing
in the storage virtual computer 61, “port queue information”,
which is information relating to each port queue 51, a “num-
ber of /F queues”, which is the number of I/F queues 53
existing in the storage virtual computer 61, and “I/F queue
information”, which is information relating to each I/'F queue
53.

The used port information comprises, for example, a “port
name” of each port 31, and the number of port names is the
same as the “number of used ports”. The used I/F information
comprises, for example, an “I’F name” of each I'F 37, and the
number of I/F names is the same as the “number of used I/Fs”.
The used CPU information comprises, for example, a set
comprising a “CPU name” and a “CPU usage proportion” for
each CPU 33, and the number of sets is the same as the
“number of CPUs”. Here, the “CPU usage proportion” may
indicate the allocated usage ratio or the actual proportion of
the CPU currently in use. In terms of the example in FIG. 7A,
of the three CPUs 33 A to 33C, 100% ofthe CPU 33A, 50% of
the CPU 33B, and 80% of'the CPU 33C are allocated, and this
may indicate that the virtual CPU 63 has been allocated to the
storage virtual computer 61 and the virtual CPU 63 may be
used within the allocated range, or that all of the three CPUs
33Ato 33C are allocated, and at a certain usage point, 100%
of the CPU 33 A, 50% of the CPU 33B, and 80% of the CPU
33C are in use.

By referring to this SC information 84, it is possible to
determine which storage control devices 27 exist in the stor-
age control system according to this embodiment, which
storage virtual computers 61 exist in each storage control
device 27, and so on, for example. By referring to the infor-
mation 82, 83 shown in the examples in FIGS. 5B and 5C, it
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is also possible to determine the storages 39 that are con-
nected to each storage control device 27.

FIG. 7B shows a constitutional example of the SC man-
agement information 85.

The SC management information 85 is constituted by the
plurality of SC management information elements (records,
for example) 85R, and expresses the structure of the logical
paths between each port 31 of the storage control devices 27
and each VOL 41. Each SC management information element
85R comprises, for example, a “VOL name” of the VOL 41 at
one end of a path, an “SVC name” of the storage virtual
computer 61 capable of accessing the VOL 41, a “port name”
of'the port 31 allocated to the storage virtual computer 61, and
an “I/F name” of the I/F 37.

By referring to the SC management information 85, it is
possible to learn, for example, that information input through
the port 31A is received by a storage virtual computer 61A,
and that the storage virtual computer 61A writes this infor-
mation into a VOL 41A via the I/F 37A.

The storage virtual computer 61 is capable of controlling
data exchange between the business virtual computer 2 and
VOL 41 in accordance with the SC management information
elements 85R. For example, the storage virtual computer 61 is
capable of receiving a write request and write subject data
from the business virtual computer 2 via the port 31 having
the port name which corresponds to the SVC name of the
storage virtual computer 61 itself, writing the write subject
data into the cache area 212 of the memory 35 temporarily,
and writing the write subject data written into the cache area
212 into the VOL 41 having the VOL name that corresponds
to the SVC name of the storage virtual computer 61 itself via
the I/F 37 having the I/F name that corresponds to the SVC
name of the storage virtual computer 61 itself. The storage
virtual computer 61 is also capable of receiving a read request
from the business virtual computer 2 via the port 31 having
the port name which corresponds to the SVC name of the
storage virtual computer 61 itself, reading the read subject
data corresponding to the read request from the VOL 41
having the VOL name that corresponds to the SVC name of
the storage virtual computer 61 itself via the I/F 37 having the
I/F name that corresponds to the SVC name of the storage
virtual computer 61 itself, writing the read subject data read
from the VOL 41 into the cache area 212 of the memory 35
temporarily, and then transmitting the read subject data writ-
ten into the cache area 212 to the business virtual computer 2
which transmitted the read request via the port 31 having the
port name which corresponds to the SVC name of the storage
virtual computer 61 itself.

The SC management information elements 85R may be
added to, deleted, or updated every time the storage virtual
computer 61 is generated, deleted, copied, subjected to con-
dition modification, and so on in accordance with a request
from the manager processing portion 7 received via the stor-
age agent processing portion 282, for example.

FIG. 8A shows a constitutional example of the BC infor-
mation 86.

The BC information 86 is constituted by the plurality of BC
information elements (records, for example) 86R, and relates
to the plurality of business computers 17 provided in the
storage control system according to this embodiment. Each
BC information element 86R comprises, for example, a “BC
name”, which is the name of the business computer 17 cor-
responding to the element 86R, a “performance”, relating to
the processing speed of the business computer 17, and a “port
name” of the port 600 provided in the business computer 17.

By referring to the BC information 86, it is possible to
determine the number of business virtual computers 2 exist-
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ing in each business computer 17 and the type of business AP
4 that can be executed by each business virtual computer 2,
for example.

Note that when the mapping information group 87, to be
described with reference to FIG. 9B, is constructed, for
example, information relating to the business virtual com-
puter 2 existing in the business computer 17 corresponding to
the element 86R (for example, the “BVC name”, which is the
name of the business virtual computer 2, and an “AP name”,
which is the name of the business AP 4 executed by the
business virtual computer 2) is associated with the BC infor-
mation element 86R on the basis of the mapping information
group 87. This will be described hereafter.

FIG. 8B shows a constitutional example of the combina-
tion information 81.

The combination information 81 comprises, for example,
overall information 81A, “high speed” performance associa-
tion information 81B, “medium speed” performance associa-
tion information 81C, and “low speed” performance associa-
tion information 81D.

The “high speed” performance association information
81B is information relating to the association between the
business computers 17 and storages 39 having “high speed”
performance. The “medium speed” performance association
information 81C is information relating to the association
between the business computers 17 and storages 39 having
“medium speed” performance. The “low speed” performance
association information 81D is information relating to the
association between the business computers 17 and storages
39 having “low speed” performance (hereafter, the associa-
tion between the business computer 17 and storage 39, or the
association between an ST name and a BC name, will occa-
sionally be referred to as an “ST-BC set”). The association
information 81B, 81C, and 81D each comprise sets of the “ST
name” of the storages 39 and the “BC name” of the business
computers 17 having the “performance” corresponding to the
information, a “communication path length” expressing the
logical distance between the storage 39 (more precisely, the
storage control device 27 connected to the storage 39) and the
business computer 17, and an “order of precedence” of the set
of the storage 39 and business computer 17. The “communi-
cation path length” may be expressed as the number of FC-
SWs 71 existing between the storage 39 and business com-
puter 17 such that the communication path length increases as
the number increases. The “order of precedence” may be
determined on the basis of a predetermined rule. More spe-
cifically, for example, the “order of precedence” may be set
such that priority becomes steadily higher (the numerical
value thereof becomes smaller) as the communication path
length decreases.

FIG. 9A shows a constitutional example of the overall
information 81A in the combination information 81.

The overall information 81A comprises weighting ratio
information 81A1 and overall association information 81A2,
for example.

The weighting ratio information 81A1 expresses the
weighting ratio of each performance level. The weighting
ratio is the ratio when the performance level “high speed” is
set as one, for example. As a specific example, high speed:
medium speed:low speed=1:1.5:2. Here, the weighting is
reduced as the weighting ratio increases. The weighting ratio
information 81 A1 may be updated by the manager processing
portion 7 in accordance with an instruction from the display
device 9, for example (see FIG. 1, a client machine, for
example).

The overall association information 81A2 relates to all of
the ST-BC sets existing in the storage control system accord-
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ing to this embodiment, and expresses the “ST name”, “BC
name”, “communication path length”, “order of precedence”,
“weighting ratio”, and a “priority value” (the “priority value”
will be described below), for example.

The manager processing portion 7 is capable of generating
the combination information 81 described above on the basis
of the ST configuration information 82, VOL configuration
information 83, SC information 84, SC management infor-
mation 85, BC information 86, and SAN configuration infor-
mation 701.

More specifically, the manager processing portion 7 gath-
ers one or more ST configuration information elements 82R,
one or more VOL configuration information elements 83R,
one or more SC information elements 84R, one or more SC
management information elements 85R, and one or more BC
information elements 86R, and constructs the ST configura-
tion information 82, VOL configuration information 83, SC
information 84, SC management information 85, and BC
information 86 from these gathered information elements.

By referring to the ST configuration information 82 (see
FIG. 5B), the manager processing portion 7 can specify the
performance level of each storage 39. By referring to the BC
information 86 (see FIG. 8A), the manager processing por-
tion 7 can specity the performance level and port name (BC
port name hereafter) of the each business computer 17.

On the basis of the specified performance level, the man-
ager processing portion 7 can create the association informa-
tion 81B to 81D for each performance level. This will now be
described taking creation of the “high speed” performance
association information 81B as a representative example. The
manager processing portion 7 is capable of associating the ST
names and BC names having the performance level “high
speed” (in other words, creating ST-BC sets). By referring to
the VOL configuration information 83 (see FIG. 5C) and the
SC management information 85 (see FIG. 7B), the manager
processing portion 7 can specify the VOL name correspond-
ing to the ST name and the port name (ST port name hereat-
ter) corresponding to the VOL name for each created ST-BC
set. By referring to the SAN configuration information 701,
the manager processing portion 7 can determine the commu-
nication path length for each ST-BC set from the number of
FC-SWs 71 existing between the port 31 having the specified
SC port name and the port 600 having the specified BC port
name. When a plurality of lengths is determined for a single
ST-BC set (in other words, when a plurality of routes is
determined), one length (for example, the shortest (that with
the fewest FC-SWs), the longest, or a randomly selected
length) may be used. The manager processing portion 7 can
then set the order of precedence from the shortest communi-
cation path downward. Thus the “high speed” performance
association information 81B is created. The other association
information 81C and 81D may be generated using a similar
method to that used to create the “high speed” performance
association information 81B.

On the basis of the plurality of association information 81B
to 81D and the weighting ratio information 81A1, the man-
ager processing portion 7 is capable of creating the overall
association information 81 A2 shown in the example in FIG.
9A. A specific example of this will now be described.

The manager processing portion 7 is capable of determin-
ing an overall order of precedence for each of the ST-BC sets
included in the plurality of association information 81B to
81D. For example, in accordance with the examples shown in
FIGS. 8B and 9A, the manager processing portion 7 is
capable of determining an overall order of precedence by
setting the order of precedence at the best performance level
“high speed” as a reference, and gradually reducing the order
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of precedence at the poorer performance levels “medium
speed” and “low speed”. More specifically, for example,
when the order of precedence at “high speed”is (1,2, 1,3), the
order of precedence at “medium speed” is (1, 2, 2, 1), and the
order of precedence at “low speed” is (1, 2), the manager
processing portion 7 can leave the order of precedence at
“high speed” unchanged, lower the order of precedence at
“medium speed” to (4, 5, 5, 4), and further lower the order of
precedence at “low speed” to (6, 7).

From the weighting ratio information 81 A1, the manager
processing portion 7 is capable of specifying the weighting
ratio of each performance level, and setting a weighting ratio
which matches the performance level of each ST-BC set
included in the plurality of association information 81B to
81D.

The manager processing portion 7 can multiply the set
weighting ratio by the determined overall order of precedence
for each ST-BC set, and set the resultant calculated value as
the “priority value”. The manager processing portion 7 may
take the “priority value” into account when creating mapping
information 87R in the mapping information group 87 to be
described below.

Thus the overall association information 81 A2 can be cre-
ated. The “priority value” may be referred to as the overall
order. That is, by referring to the overall association informa-
tion 81A2, the overall order of all of the ST-BC sets existing
in the storage control system according to this embodiment
can be specified.

FIG. 9B shows a constitutional example of the mapping
information group 87 included in the configuration informa-
tion 11.

The mapping information group 87 comprises a “number
of business APs”, which is the number of business APs (for
example, the number of business APs currently in execution)
(x in the drawing is an integer). The mapping information
group 87 also comprises the mapping information 87R of
each business AP in a number corresponding to the number of
business APs.

The mapping information 87R comprises information
relating to an association between the business AP 4 and the
information R thereof. This information comprises, for
example, an “AP name” of the business AP 4, a “BVC name”
of the business virtual computer 2 executing the business AP
4, a “BC name” of the business computer 17 comprising the
business virtual computer 2, an “SVC name” of the storage
virtual computer 61 which receives a request from the busi-
ness virtual computer 2, a “VOL name” of the VOL 41
accessed by the storage virtual computer 61, an “ST name” of
the storage 39 comprising the VOL 41, and a “condition”
relating to the ST-BC set corresponding to the business AP 4.

On the basis of the overall association information 81A2
created according to the method described above, the man-
ager processing portion 7 can create the mapping information
87R itself and the information elements included in the map-
ping information 87R. The manager processing portion 7 is
capable of increasing the mapping information 87R itself or
the information elements included in the mapping informa-
tion 87R in accordance with a command to activate a business
AP 4 in a business application 17’, for example, or decreasing
the mapping information 87R itself or the information ele-
ments included in the mapping information 87R in accor-
dance with a command to halt a business AP 4. The manager
processing portion 7 is also capable of creating the mapping
information 87R itself or the information elements included
in the mapping information 87R on the basis of the policy
information 13.
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FIG. 10A shows a constitutional example of the policy
information 13.

The policy information 13 may be input or updated through
the display device 9, for example (a client machine, for
example). The policy information 13 expresses a policy relat-
ing to services provided in relation to the business AP 4, for
example. More specifically, for example, the policy informa-
tion 13 may comprise, for each business AP 4, the “AP name”
of the business AP 4, a “performance requirement” of the
business computer 17 comprising the business AP 4 and/or
the storages 39 that can be accessed by the business computer
17, a “required storage capacity” for storing the business AP
4, and service information relating to the services that may be
applied to the business AP 4. The service information com-
prises, for example, a “disaster presence” indicating whether
or not a “disaster recovery” service is to be applied, a “copy-
ing presence” indicating whether or not a “copying” service is
to be applied, a “clustering presence” indicating whether or
not a “clustering” service is to be applied, and a “storage
presence” indicating whether or not a “storage” service is to
be applied. Each type of service will be described below.

On the basis of the policy information 13, the manager
processing portion 7 can create the mapping information 87R
itself or the information elements included in the mapping
information 87R.

A specific example of the procedure for creating the map-
ping information 87R will now be described.

Upon reception of a command to activate a certain business
AP 4 on a certain business virtual computer 2, the business
computer 17 is capable of transmitting its own “BC name”,
the “AP name” of the business AP 4 which is the subject of the
activation command, and the “BVC name” of the business
virtual computer 2 which received the activation command to
the manager processing portion 7 of the management com-
puter 5.

By referring to the overall association information 81A2
(see FIG. 9A) in the configuration information 11, the man-
ager processing portion 7 can specify the one or more ST-BC
sets corresponding to the received “BC name”. By referring to
the mapping information group 87, the manager processing
portion 7 is capable of specifying, from among the one or
more specified ST-BC sets, an ST-BC set as yet unused in any
of the mapping information 87R which satisfies specific
requirements (for example, the performance level of the busi-
ness computer 17 having the received “BC name”, the per-
formance level of the business virtual computer 2 having the
received “BVC name”, or the performance requirement of the
business AP 4 having the received “AP name”), i.e. the ST-BC
set having the highest “priority value”, for example. The
manager processing portion 7 is then able to set the specified
ST-BC set as the base ST-BC set of the business AP 4 that is
the subject of the activation command (in so doing, new
mapping information 87R can be created, and a single infor-
mation element can be included in the mapping information
87R). Inthe example shown in FIG. 9B, the No. 1 information
element is the information element of the base ST-BC set. The
condition “operative” signifies that the base ST-BC set is in
operation.

Next, by referring to the service information corresponding
to the received “AP name” in the policy information 13, the
manager processing portion 7 is able to determine the types of
service that can be applied, and on the basis of the determi-
nation result, the manager processing portion 7 is able to
include a new information element in the newly created map-
ping information 87R. In the example in FIG. 9B, the No. 2
information element expresses information relating to an ST-
BC set after the “disaster recovery” service has been applied
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to the base ST-BC set (the ST-BC set indicated by the No. 1
information element). The No. 3 information element
expresses information relating to an ST-BC set after the
“copying” service has been applied to the base ST-BC set.
The No. 4 information element expresses information relat-
ing to an ST-BC set after the “clustering” service has been
applied to the base ST-BC set. The No. 5 information element
expresses information relating to an ST-BC set after the “stor-
age” service has been applied to the base ST-BC set. The
condition “set” indicates that the ST-BC set is not yet opera-
tive following the application of a service, but may be oper-
ated.

Thus one set of the mapping information 87R may be
created. By referring to the mapping information 87R, the
manager processing portion 7 is able to execute the services
“disaster recovery”, “copying”, “clustering”, and “storage”.
Furthermore, when the mapping information 87R has been
created, the manager processing portion 7 can associate (add,
for example) predetermined information (for example, infor-
mation expressing which business AP 4 having which “AP
name” has been activated on which business virtual computer
2 having which “BVC name”) with (to) the BC information
elements 86R of the BC information 86 in relation to the
business computer 17 which activates the business AP 4 cor-
responding to the mapping information 87R. Note that the
manager processing portion 7 may associate data expressing
which information element relates to which service with each
information element of the mapping information 87R.

FIG. 10B shows a constitutional example of the manage-
ment information 703 that can be set in the management
computer 5.

The management information 703 may be constructed
from the SC information 84 and SC management information
85 in the configuration information 11, and the SAN configu-
ration information 701, for example. The management infor-
mation 703 indicates the business computer 17 that is the
transmission destination of the management information 703,
and the communication path between this business computer
17 and the storage control device 27, for example. More
specifically, for example, the management information 703
comprises, for each communication path, an “SC name” of
the storage control device 27 serving as the access destination
of the business computer 17, an “access destination port
name” (port name of the SC port) of the port serving as the
access destination of the storage control device 27, an “access
source port name” (port name of the BC port) of the port
serving as the access source, and a “VOL name” of the VOL
41 serving as the access destination.

By referring to the management information 703, the busi-
ness virtual computer 2 created in the business computer 17 is
able to learn which logical volume 41 can be accessed from
which BC port 600 via which SC port 31 of which storage
control device 27.

The various elements of the storage control system accord-
ing to this embodiment were described above.

In this embodiment, the management computer 5 is
capable of monitoring a predetermined element in the storage
control system. More specifically, for example, the manager
processing portion 7 of the management computer 5 is
capable of determining whether each business computer 17 or
each storage control device 27 is operative or has a fault
according to whether or not a response is received from the
business computer 17 or storage control device 27. The man-
ager processing portion 7 can then execute the “disaster
recovery”, “copying”, “clustering”, or “storage” services in
accordance with the determination result, for example. Each
of these services will now be described.
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FIG. 10C shows an example of the execution of the “disas-
ter recovery” service.

For example, when no response is received from either the
business computer 17A or the storage control device 27A
existing on a certain site, the manager processing portion 7
refers to the mapping information 87R of the business AP 4 in
the business computer 17, and if an information element
relating to the ST-BC set following application of the “disas-
ter recovery” service is included in the mapping information
87R, the manager processing portion 7 can execute the
“disaster recovery” service on the basis of the information
element (the No. 2 information element in FIG. 9B, for
example) and other information in the configuration informa-
tion 11.

Specifically, for example, the manager processing portion
7 causes the business computer 17D to execute a similar
business AP 4A and business virtual computer 2A to those of
the business computer 17A at the site in which the fault has
occurred (the fault site hereafter). More specifically, for
example, the manager processing portion 7 can generate the
business virtual computer 2A in the business computer 17D
by generating in the business computer 17D a business virtual
computer allocated similar resources to those of the business
computer 17A. Further, for example, the manager processing
portion 7 can cause the business virtual computer 2A to
execute the business AP 4A by transmitting the business AP
4A to the business computer 17D, or allocating the VOL 41
storing the business AP 4A to the business virtual computer
2A generated in the business computer 17D.

The manager processing portion 7 is also capable of
executing, in a storage control device 27W at the site of the
moving destination, the storage virtual computer 61A
executed in the storage virtual device 27A at the fault site
using a similar method to that employed to execute the busi-
ness virtual computer 2A in the business computer 17D.

Further, although not shown in the drawing, the manager
processing portion 7 is capable of copying the VOL 41A (the
VOL 41A serving as the access destination of the business
virtual computer 2A) in the storage 39A into a storage of
another site at the same timing or a different timing to the
timing at which the VOL 41A is updated, for example. When
a fault occurs at the site comprising the storage 39A, the
manager processing portion 7 can generate a VOL 41H,
which is a copy of the VOL 41A at the time of fault occur-
rence, by copying the VOL copied into the storage of the other
site into the storage 39D at the aforementioned moving des-
tination site.

An example of the execution of the “disaster recovery”
service was described above. With this service, all of the
business virtual computer 2, storage virtual computer 61, and
VOL 41 relating to the business AP 4A are moved or copied.

Note that the manager processing portion 7 is capable of
issuing a request to open a communication path to the storage
management processing portion 25 of the business computer
17D. In so doing, the manager processing portion 7 can cause
the storage management processing portion 25 to set a com-
munication path comprising the BC port, not shown in the
drawing, of the business computer 17D, an SC port 31W, the
storage virtual computer 61A, an I/F 35W, and the VOL 41H.
By opening a communication path corresponding to the post-
copying or post-moving configuration when moving or copy-
ing at least one of the business AP 4, business virtual com-
puter 2, storage virtual computer 61, and VOL. 41 as described
above, information can be exchanged between the business
virtual computer 2 and VOL 41 on the basis of the post-
copying or post-moving configuration.
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FIG. 11 A shows an example of the execution of the “copy-
ing” service.

When a predetermined condition (an irregularity or over-
load, for example) is detected in the storage control system,
for example, the manager processing portion 7 can execute
the “copying” service on the storage 39, storage control
device 27, and so on involved in the condition. Specifically,
for example, the manager processing portion 7 refers to the
mapping information 87R of the business AP 4 in the business
computer 17A existing at a certain site, and if an information
element relating to the ST-BC set following application of the
“copying” service is included in the mapping information
87R, the manager processing portion 7 can execute the “copy-
ing” service on the basis of this information element (the No.
3 information element in FIG. 9B, for example) and other
information in the configuration information 11. More spe-
cifically, the copying shown in the example in FIG. 11A can
be executed on the business computer 17A, storage control
device 27A, and storage 39A, for example, by means of
similar processing to that performed during execution of the
“disaster recovery” service.

An example of the execution of the “copying” service was
described above. With this service, all of the business virtual
computer 2, storage virtual computer 61, and VOL 41 relating
to the business AP 4A are copied.

FIG. 11B shows an example of the execution of the “clus-
tering” service.

When a predetermined condition (an irregularity or over-
load, for example) is detected in the storage control system,
for example, the manager processing portion 7 can execute
the “clustering” service on the business computer 17 involved
in the condition. Specifically, for example, the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 refers to the mapping information 87R of
the business AP 4 in the business computer 17 A existing at a
certain site, and if an information element relating to the
ST-BC set following application of the “clustering” service is
included in the mapping information 87R, the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 can execute the “clustering” service on the
basis of this information element (the No. 4 information
element in FIG. 9B, for example) and other information in the
configuration information 11. More specifically, the “cluster-
ing” service shown in the example in FIG. 11B can be
executed on the business computer 17A, for example, by
means of similar processing to that performed during execu-
tion of the “disaster recovery” service.

An example of the execution of the “clustering” service
was described above. With this service, only the business
virtual computer 2 relating to the business AP 4A is moved or
copied, whereas the storage virtual computer 61 and VOL 41
are neither moved nor copied.

FIG. 12A shows an example of the execution of the “stor-
age” service.

When a predetermined condition (an irregularity or over-
load, for example) is detected in the storage control system,
for example, the manager processing portion 7 can execute
the “storage” service on the storage 39 and storage control
device 27 involved in the condition. Specifically, for example,
the manager processing portion 7 refers to the mapping infor-
mation 87R of the business AP 4 in the business computer
17A existing at a certain site, and if an information element
relating to the ST-BC set following application of the “stor-
age” service is included in the mapping information 87R, the
manager processing portion 7 can execute the “storage” ser-
vice on the basis of this information element (the No. 5
information element in FIG. 9B, for example) and other infor-
mation in the configuration information 11. More specifi-
cally, the “storage” service shown in the example in FIG. 12A

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

32

22

can be executed on the storage control device 27A and storage
39A, for example, by means of similar processing to that
performed during execution of the “disaster recovery” service
(specifically, for example, by generating an identical virtual
computer 61A to the storage virtual computer 61A of the
storage control device 27A in the storage control device
27W).

An example of the execution of the “storage” service was
described above. With this service, the business virtual com-
puter 2 relating to the business AP 4A is neither moved nor
copied, whereas the storage virtual computer 61 and VOL 41
are both moved or copied.

When the various services described above (for example,
the “storage” service shown in the example in FIG. 12A) are
executed, information (for example, the port queue or I/F
queue and the information elements accumulated therein) can
be exchanged using the method described below.

FIG. 12B shows an example of an information exchange
method, employing as an example a case in which informa-
tion is passed from the storage control device 27A to the
storage control device 27W.

For example, when the storage control device 27 A receives
aninstruction from the manager processing portion 7 to trans-
fer information to the storage control device 27W, the storage
control device 27A is able to write information relating to
itself (for example, information relating to the resources allo-
cated to the storage virtual computer 61A, the SC information
elements 84R, and the SC management information elements
85R) into the VOL 41A that can be accessed by the storage
virtual computer 61A provided in the storage control device
27A.

Further, for example, upon reception from the manager
processing portion 7 of the VOL name of the VOL 41H
serving as the copy destination, for example, the storage
control device 27A is able to copy the information stored in
the VOL 41A from the VOL 41A into the VOL 41H.

Upon reception of a specific instruction (for example, noti-
fication of the “VOL name” of the VOL 41H and a command
to read information from the VOL 41H) from the manager
processing portion 7, for example, the storage control device
27W is able to read the information from the copy destination
VOL 41H. Then, on the basis of the information elements
included in the information, the storage control device 27W
can perform various settings (for example, setting the storage
virtual computer 61A)

The various services and information exchange were
described above.

Next, an example of the flow of the various processes
performed in this embodiment will be described.

FIG. 13 shows an example of processing performed by the
manager processing portion 7 to create the combination infor-
mation 81 in the configuration information 11.

The manager processing portion 7 is capable of gathering
the BC information elements 86R (in addition to the infor-
mation described above, the IP address of each business com-
puter 17 and/or each business virtual computer 2 inside the
business computers 17 may be included) from the storage
management processing portion 25 of each business com-
puter 17 (step S11).

The manager processing portion 7 is also capable of gath-
ering the ST configuration information elements 82R, VOL
configuration information elements 83R, SC information ele-
ments 84R, and SC management information elements 85R
from the storage agent processing portion 282 of each storage
control device 27 (S12).
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The manager processing portion 7 can gather the SAN
configuration information 701 from the SAN agent process-
ing portion 23 (S13).

On the basis of the various gathered information elements,
the manager processing portion 7 is able to classify the stor-
ages 39 and business computers 17 according to performance
level, and on the basis of the classification result, the manager
processing portion 7 is able to create the various performance
association information 81B to 81D (see FIG. 8B) (S14).

On the basis of the performance association information
81B to 81D for each performance level and the SAN configu-
ration information 701, the manager processing portion 7 is
able to count the number of FC-SWs 71 existing between the
storages 39 and business computers 17, and set the count
value (the smallest value when there is a plurality of varia-
tions, for example) as the communication path length (S15).
The manager processing portion 7 is then able to set the order
of'precedence for each type of association information 81B to
81D from the shortest communication path downward (S16).

The manager processing portion 7 is able to amalgamate
the plurality of association information 81B to 81D into the
single set of overall association information 81A2 (see FIG.
9A) and, using the method described above, rearrange the
order of precedence for each type of association information
81B to 81D into an overall order of precedence (S17). By
referring to the weighting ratio information 81A1, the man-
ager processing portion 7 is able to specify the weighting ratio
of'each performance level, and associate the specified weight-
ing ratios with the ST-BC sets having the performance level
corresponding to the weighting ratio (S18). The manager
processing portion 7 is then able to determine an integrated
value of the overall order of precedence and the associated
weighting ratio for each ST-BC set in the overall configura-
tion information 81A2”, and set the determined integrated
value as the priority value (S19). The manager processing
portion 7 can then arrange the plurality of information ele-
ments in the overall association information 81A2 in order
from the smallest priority value (S20).

By means of this processing, the manager processing por-
tion 7 is able to create the combination information 81. Note
that when the processing of S20 is complete, the manager
processing portion 7 may set a flag 1 to P and drop out of the
loop. Further, the manager processing portion 7 may set the
flag 1 to Q (a value other than P, for example zero) at a
predetermined timing after setting the flag 1 to P to begin the
processing from S11. This applies likewise to the flags illus-
trated in the drawings following FIG. 13.

FIG. 14A shows an example of processing performed by
the manager processing portion 7 to create the ST configura-
tion information 82 and VOL configuration information 83 in
the configuration information 11.

The manager processing portion 7 is able to gather the ST
configuration information elements 82R from the storage
agent processing portion 282 of each storage control device
27, and create the ST configuration information 82 compris-
ing the gathered information elements 82R (S21).

Further, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather
the VOL configuration information elements 83R from the
storage agent processing portion 282 of each storage control
device 27, and create the VOL configuration information 83
comprising the gathered information elements 83R (S22).

By means of this processing, the manager processing por-
tion 7 is able to create the ST configuration information 82
and VOL configuration information 83.

FIG. 14B shows an example of processing performed by
the manager processing portion 7 to create the SC configura-
tion information 84 in the configuration information 11.
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The manager processing portion 7 is able to gather the “SC
name” and “number of connected storages” from the storage
agent processing portion 282 of each storage control device
27, and include these elements in the incomplete SC infor-
mation 84 (S31).

Further, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather
the “ST name” of each storage 39 connected to each storage
control device 27 from the storage agent processing portion
282 of each storage control device 27, and include the gath-
ered “ST names” in the incomplete SC information 84 (S32).

By means of the processing shown in the example in FIG.
15A, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather stor-
age control information (S33), and include the gathered stor-
age control information in the incomplete SC information 84
(S34).

By means of this processing, the manager processing por-
tion 7 is able to create the SC information 84.

FIG. 15A shows an example of the storage control infor-
mation gathering processing performed in S33 of FIG. 14B.

The manager processing portion 7 is able to gather the
number of loaded ports, number of loaded I/Fs, number of
SVCs, number of loaded CPUs, and loaded memory capacity
from the storage agent processing portion 282 of each storage
control device 27 (S33-1).

Further, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather
the loaded port information and loaded I/F information from
the storage agent processing portion 282 of each storage
control device 27 (S33-2 and S33-3).

Further, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather
virtual computer information from the virtual computer pro-
cessing portion 93 via the storage agent processing portion
282 (S33-4).

When it is determined that virtual computer detailed infor-
mation is present in the virtual computer information, the
manager processing portion 7 is able to execute virtual com-
puter detailed information gathering processing, shown in the
example in FIG. 15B (S833-5), and set the “presence of
detailed information” in the virtual computer information to
“present” (S33-6).

On the other hand, when it is determined that the virtual
computer information does not include virtual computer
detailed information, the manager processing portion 7 is able
to set the “presence of detailed information” in the virtual
computer information to “absent” (S33-7).

FIG. 15B shows an example of the virtual computer
detailed information gathering processing performed in
S33-5 of FIG. 15A.

The manager processing portion 7 is able to gather the
number of used ports, number of used I/Fs, number of used
CPUs, used memory information, port queue information,
and I/F queue information from the virtual computer process-
ing portion 93 via the storage agent processing portion 282
(833-5-1).

Further, the manager processing portion 7 is able to gather
other predetermined types of information from the virtual
computer processing portion 93 via the storage agent process-
ing portion 282 (S33-5-2). Here, the information that may be
gathered may include at least one of used port information
(for example, the “port name” of each used port), used I/F
information (for example, the “I/F name” of each used I/F),
used CPU information (for example, the “CPU name” and
“CPU usage proportion” of each used CPU), port queue infor-
mation (for example, the “port queue name”, “used port
name”, and “number of queues”), and I/F queue information
(for example, the “I/F queue name”, “used I/F name” and
“number of queues”), for example.
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By means of the processing shown in FIGS. 14B to 15B,
the SC information 84 can be completed.

FIG. 16 shows an example of the processing performed by
the storage agent processing portion 282.

The storage agent processing portion 282 receives a
request (S41).

In S41, an information gathering request is received from
the manager processing portion 7 (S42), and when the subject
of the gathering request is the ST configuration information
82R, the storage agent processing portion 282 can transmit
the ST configuration information elements 82R to the man-
ager processing portion 7 (S44). When the subject of the
gathering request in S42 is the VOL configuration informa-
tion elements 83R, the storage agent processing portion 282
can transmit the VOL configuration information elements
83R to the manager processing portion 7 (S45). When the
subject of the gathering request in S42 is the SC information
elements 84R, and more specifically information relating to
the number of SVCs and virtual computer information in the
SC information elements 84R, the storage agent processing
portion 282 can gather this information from the virtual com-
puter processing portion 93 and transmit the information to
the manager processing portion 7 (S46). If the subject of the
request is all of the SC information elements 84R, the storage
agent processing portion 282 can transmit the SC information
elements 84R* to the manager processing portion 7 (S47).

When a virtual computer control request is received from
the manager processing portion 7 in S41 (S43), the storage
agent processing portion 282 is capable of causing the virtual
computer processing portion 93 to execute control of the
storage virtual computers 61 (S48).

FIG. 17 shows an example of the processing performed by
the virtual computer processing portion 93.

Upon reception of a virtual computer generation request,
for example, from the storage agent processing portion 282,
the virtual computer processing portion 93 is able to generate
the storage virtual computer 61 (S51). More specifically, for
example, the manager processing portion 7 is capable of
determining the availability of the resource pool 26 of each
storage control device 27 from the SC information elements
84R in the SC information 84, and commanding the storage
agent processing portion 282 to generate the storage virtual
computer 61, allocated all or a part of the available resource
pool 26, in accordance with the determination result (the
storage agent processing portion 282 may be commanded not
only to generate the storage virtual computer 61, but also to
delete it, modify its conditions, copy it, or move it). In accor-
dance with the command, the storage agent processing por-
tion 282 can transmit a virtual computer generation request to
the virtual computer processing portion 93. The virtual com-
puter processing portion 93 can input the port 31, I/'F 37, CPU
33, memory 35, and priority condition (notified by the man-
ager processing portion 7 via the storage agent processing
portion 282, for example) to be allocated to the storage virtual
computer 61 (S56), generate the storage virtual computer 61
in accordance with the input conditions, and allocate the port
31, I/F 37, CPU 33, memory 35, and priority information 94
from the resource pool (in other words, the actual resources)
26 in accordance with the input conditions (S57).

When a virtual computer deletion request is received from
the storage agent processing portion 282, for example, the
virtual computer processing portion 93 can delete the storage
virtual computer 61 (S52). More specifically, for example, the
virtual computer processing portion 93 can input the virtual
computer information (the SVC name, for example) to be
deleted (S58), delete the storage virtual computer 61 which

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

34

26

matches the input information, and release the allocated port
31, I/F 37, CPU 33, and memory 35 (S59).

When a virtual computer condition modification request is
received from the storage agent processing portion 282, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
modify the conditions of the storage virtual computer 61
(S53). More specifically, for example, the virtual computer
processing portion 93 can input specification of the storage
virtual computer 61 (the SVC name, for example) to be sub-
jected to condition modification and all or a part of the virtual
computer information following the modification (S58), and
update the virtual computer information of the specified stor-
age virtual computer 61 to the input virtual computer infor-
mation (S61). At this time, when modifying the port or I/F
allocation, for example, the virtual computer processing por-
tion 93 notifies the queue control processing portion 409 of
the allocation or release of the modified portion of the port
queue 51 or I/F queue 53 (S62)

Upon reception of a virtual computer copying request from
the storage agent processing portion 282, for example, the
virtual computer processing portion 93 can execute copying
of the storage virtual computer 61 (S54). More specifically,
for example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
input the virtual computer information of the storage virtual
computer 61 to be copied (S63), and generate a copy of the
storage virtual computer 61 in accordance with the input
virtual computer information (S64). At this time, when the
location (the VOL name, for example) of the information to
be set in the copy is specified, for example, the virtual com-
puter processing portion 93 can read the information (for
example, the allocation relationship between the port queue
51 or /F queue 53 and the ports 31 or I/Fs 37, as well as the
information elements accumulated in the queue 51 or 53)
from the specified location, and set the read information in the
copy of the storage virtual computer 61 (S65).

Upon reception of a storage control request from the stor-
age agent processing portion 282, the virtual computer pro-
cessing portion 93 is able to execute the processing shown in
the example in FIG. 18 (S66).

FIG. 18 shows an example of the storage control process-
ing executed by the virtual computer processing portion 93.

Upon reception of a request from the storage agent pro-
cessing portion 282 to generate a logical volume 41, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can gen-
erate the logical volume 41 (S66-1). More specifically, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can gen-
erate the specified logical volume 41 in the specified storage
39 (S66-2) Upon reception of a request from the storage agent
processing portion 282 to delete the logical volume 41, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
delete the logical volume 41 (S66-3). More specifically, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
delete the specified logical volume 41 from the specified
storage 39 (S66-4).

Upon reception of a request from the storage agent pro-
cessing portion 282 to generate a copy of the logical volume
41, for example, the virtual computer processing portion 93
can copy the logical volume 41 (S66-5). More specifically, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can copy
the content of the specified logical volume 41 into another
specified logical volume 41 of the specified storage 39 (S66-
6) Upon reception of a request from the storage agent pro-
cessing portion 282 to move the logical volume 41, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
move the logical volume 41 (S66-7). More specifically, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
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move the content of the specified logical volume 41 to another
logical volume 41 in the specified storage 39 (S66-8).

Upon reception of a request from the storage agent pro-
cessing portion 282 to modify the logical volume 41, for
example, the virtual computer processing portion 93 can
modify the storage capacity of the logical volume 41* (S66-
9). More specifically, for example, the virtual computer pro-
cessing portion 93 can modify the VOL capacity of the speci-
fied logical volume 41 to the specified VOL capacity (S66-
10). At this time, the virtual computer processing portion 93
can also update the VOL configuration information elements
83R, for example.

FIG. 19 shows an example of processing performed by the
storage management processing portion 25 of the business
computer 17.

When an information gathering request is received from
the manager processing portion 7 (S71), the storage manage-
ment processing portion 25 is capable of transmitting the BC
information elements 86R to the manager processing portion
7 (S72). If the business virtual computer 2 exists at this time,
the storage management processing portion 25 can transmit
the BVC name of the business virtual computer 2 to the
manager processing portion 7 (S73). Furthermore, if the busi-
ness AP 4 exists at this time, the storage management pro-
cessing portion 25 can transmit the AP name of the business
AP 4 to the manager processing portion 7 (S74).

When a control request is received from the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 (S75) and the request is to open a commu-
nication path between the business computer 17 and VOL 41
(876), the storage management processing portion 25 can
receive the VOL name, the access destination port name, and
the SC name from the manager processing portion 7 (S77).
The storage management processing portion 25 can then
obtain, from the one or more BC ports 600, the BC port name
of the BC port 600 that can be allocated (in other words, the
access source port name) (S78). The storage management
processing portion 25 can then open the communication path
by recording the communication path information, compris-
ing the input VOL name, access destination port name, and
SC name, and the obtained access source port name, in the
management information 703 (see FIGS. 2 and 10B) (S79).

If the request in S75 is to release a communication path
(S80), the storage management processing portion 25 can
release the communication path by deleting the information
elements corresponding to the communication path that is the
subject of the release request from the management informa-
tion 703 (S81) If the request in S75 is for virtual computer
processing (S82), the storage management processing por-
tion 25 can execute the processing shown in the example in
FIG. 20 (S83).

FIG. 20 shows an example of the virtual computer control
processing executed by the storage management processing
portion 25.

Upon reception of a virtual computer generation request
from the manager processing portion 7, for example, the
storage management processing portion 25 is able to generate
the business virtual computer 2 (S91). More specifically, for
example, the storage management processing portion 25 can
input the resource conditions to be allocated to the business
virtual computer 2, and generate the business virtual com-
puter 2 in accordance with the input conditions (S92). If the
business AP 4 is to be activated at this time, the storage
management processing portion 25 can activate the business
AP 4 in the business virtual computer 2 (S93).

Upon reception of a virtual computer deletion request from
the manager processing portion 7, for example, the storage
management processing portion 25 is able to delete the busi-
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ness virtual computer 2 (S94). More specifically, when the
business AP 4 is in operation in the business virtual computer
2 that is the subject of the deletion request, for example, the
storage management processing portion 25 is able to halt the
business AP 4 (S895), and then delete the business virtual
computer 2 that is the subject of the deletion request (S96).

Upon reception of a virtual computer condition modifica-
tion request from the manager processing portion 7, for
example, the storage management processing portion 25 is
ableto modify the conditions of the business virtual computer
2 (S97) More specifically, for example, the storage manage-
ment processing portion 25 can check the resource allocation
condition of the business virtual computer 2 to be subjected to
condition modification (S98), input the post-modification
conditions (resource-related conditions, for example), and
then allocate to the business virtual computer 2 resources that
are different to those of the current resource allocation con-
dition or release the allocation of resources to the business
virtual computer 2 (S99).

Upon reception of a virtual computer moving request from
the manager processing portion 7, for example, the storage
management processing portion 25 is able to move the busi-
ness virtual computer 2 (S100). More specifically, for
example, the storage management processing portion 25 can
input virtual computer conditions (the resource conditions of
the business virtual computer 2 to be moved, for example) to
be input into the business computer 17 which is the destina-
tion of the business virtual computer 2, and transmit a control
request for generating the business virtual computer 2 so as to
match the input conditions to the manager processing portion
7 (or the storage management processing portion 25 of the
destination business computer 17) (S101A). Further, for
example, the storage management processing portion 25 can
transmit a deletion request for deleting the business virtual
computer 2 to be moved to the manager processing portion 7
(or delete the business virtual computer 2 and notify the
manager processing portion 7 that the business virtual com-
puter 2 has been deleted) (S101B).

Upon reception of a virtual computer copying request from
the manager processing portion 7, for example, the storage
management processing portion 25 is able to generate a copy
of the business virtual computer 2 (§102). More specifically,
for example, the storage management processing portion 25
can input virtual computer conditions (the resource condi-
tions of the business virtual computer 2 to be copied, for
example) to be input into the business computer 17 which is
the copying destination of the business virtual computer 2,
and transmit a control request for generating the business
virtual computer 2 so as to match the input conditions to the
manager processing portion 7 (or the storage management
processing portion 25 of the copying destination business
computer 17) (S103).

According to this embodiment, as described above, the
management computer 5 is capable of performing control on
each storage control device 27 such as generating, deleting,
copying, and modifying the conditions of the storage virtual
computer 61 on the basis of the condition of the resource pool
26 of the storage control device 27, obtained from the SC
information 84. The storage virtual computer 61 generated in
the storage control device 27 is capable of accessing the
accessible logical volumes 41 in response to an access request
from the business computer 17.

Also according to the embodiment described above, com-
binations of the storages 39 and business computers 17 may
be determined on the basis of the performance of the storage
39 and the performance of the business computer 17. Each
combination may be allotted a priority value based on the



US 7,457,925 B2

29

length of the communication path between the storage 39 and
business computer 17 constituting the combination, and the
weighting ratio of each performance level. When the business
AP 4 is to be activated, the combination comprising the busi-
ness computer 17 that is to execute the business AP 4 is
allocated to the business AP 4 to be activated on the basis of
the performance level of the business computer 17 com-
manded to activate the business AP 4 and the priority value of
each combination corresponding to that performance level. In
so doing, the storage virtual computer 61 that is capable of
accessing the storage 39 in the allocated combination can
process access requests from the business AP 4. As a result,
use of the resources of the business computer 17 and/or the
storage control device 27 is improved in efficiency.

Also according to the embodiment described above, the
storage virtual computer 61 and the logical volume 41 that
can be accessed thereby may be formed into a set and copied
or moved. As a result, business data availability is improved.

An embodiment of the present invention was described
above, but this embodiment is merely an example provided to
illustrate the present invention, and there is no intention to
limit the scope of the present invention to this embodiment
alone. The present invention may be implemented in various
other embodiments.

For example, when allocating the storage virtual computer
61 to the storage 39 having the highest performance level
(“high speed” performance, for example), the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 may allocate a larger portion of the
resources thereto than to the storage virtual computers 61
corresponding to the storages 39 having poorer performance.

Further, for example, the manager processing portion 7
may refer to resource allocation policy information, express-
ing the association between the performance level and the
amount of resources allocated to the virtual computers 2, 61,
and issue a request to generate the virtual computers 2, 61 on
the basis of this information.

Further, when moving or copying at least one of the storage
virtual computer 61, logical volume 41, and business virtual
computer 2 (referred to collectively as the “logical subject”
hereafter for convenience), for example, the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 may determine whether or not the logical
subject can be moved or copied. More specifically, for
example, the manager processing portion 7 may specify the
amount of resources required by the logical subject by refer-
ring to the appropriate information elements (information
elements relating to the logical subject) in the configuration
information 11, specify the amount of available resources at
the movement destination or copy destination by referring to
the appropriate information elements (information elements
relating to the movement destination or copy destination) in
the configuration information 11, and then determine whether
or not at least the amount of resources required by the logical
subject is available. When an affirmative determination result
is obtained, the manager processing portion 7 may execute
movement or copying of the logical subject in accordance
with the mapping information 87R.

If, on the other hand, a negative determination result is
obtained, the manager processing portion 7 may execute pro-
cessing to create the amount of available resources required to
move or copy the logical subject at the movement destination
or copy destination corresponding to the mapping informa-
tion 87R. More specifically, for example, the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 may search for a usable combination from
the association information 81B, 81C, or 81D (see FIG. 8B)
corresponding to the performance level of the logical subject
(for example, a status indicating unused or in use may be set
in the combinations of the association information 81B, 81C,
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and 81D such that the usability of each combination can be
determined from this status) When the manager processing
portion 7 finds a usable combination, the combination may be
allocated to the logical subject, and if no usable combination
is found, a usable combination may be searched for from the
overall association information 81A2 (see FIG. 9A). If, for
example, the manager processing portion 7 can find only a
combination having the performance level “low speed”,
which is lower than the performance level “high speed” of the
logical subject, the manager processing portion 7 is able to
perform the following processing to allocate a combination
which matches the performance level “high speed” of the
logical subject most closely. For example, the manager pro-
cessing portion 7 may search the overall association informa-
tion 81A2 for a combination having the “medium speed”
performance level and using at least the amount of resources
required by the “high speed” performance logical subject,
then search the overall information 81A2 for an unused com-
bination having the “low speed” performance level and
requiring at least the amount of resources required by the
logical subject relating to the found “medium speed” combi-
nation, and then move the logical subject relating to the found
“medium speed” combination to the found, unused “low
speed” combination so as to make the resources used by the
“medium speed” combination available. The manager pro-
cessing portion 7 can then allocate the logical subject pertain-
ing to the “high speed” combination, which is the movement
or copying subject, to the available resources. By means of
this method, the manager processing portion 7 is able to
create available resources in accordance with the constructed
combination information 81.

The invention claimed is:

1. A storage control method comprising the steps of:

referring to resource information relating to the usage con-
dition of at least one hardware resource from among one
or more storage control devices connected communica-
bly to at least one of a plurality of storage devices;

specifying an unused part of said hardware resource from
said resource information;

allocating a storage virtual computer, which serves as a
virtual computer to which all or a part of said specified
unused part is allocated, to at least one of said one or
more storage control devices;

referring to host information, which is information
expressing a performance level of each host device of a
plurality of host devices, and referring to storage device
information, which is information expressing a perfor-
mance level of each storage device of said plurality of
storage devices;

specifying a plurality of combinations of said host device
and said storage device based on said performance level
of each host device and said performance level of each
storage device, specified from said host information and
said storage device information;

attaching an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device and said performance level of each storage
device;

selecting a combination from one or more combinations
comprising a certain host device based on said order of
precedence of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocating said selected combination to said certain
host device;

receiving, by a storage virtual computer capable of access-
ing the storage device included in said allocated combi-
nation, an access request from said certain host device,
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and accessing said storage device included in said allo-
cated combination in accordance with said received
access request;

referring to communication path information expressing
the length of a communication path between each of said
plurality of host devices and each of said plurality of
storage devices;

specitying, from said communication path information, a
communication path length which corresponds to each
of said plurality of combinations;

attaching an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device, said performance level of each storage
device, and said specified communication path length of
each combination;

attaching a priority value to each of said plurality of com-
binations based on said order of precedence of each of
said plurality of combinations and a weighting value
corresponding to said performance level; and

selecting a combination from said one or more combina-
tions comprising said certain host device based on said
priority value of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocating said selected combination to said certain
host device,

wherein said one or more storage control devices comprise
a first storage control device and a second storage con-
trol device,

wherein said plurality of storage devices comprises a first
storage connected communicably to said first storage
control device, and a second storage connected commu-
nicably to said second storage control device,

wherein when a first storage virtual computer set in said
first storage control device is capable of accessing a first
logical volume set in said first storage, said first storage
virtual computer is moved or copied into said second
storage control device, and said first logical volume is
moved or copied into said second storage,

wherein, when a predetermined event occurs, said first
storage virtual computer is moved or copied into said
second storage control device, and said first logical vol-
ume is moved or copied into said second storage, in
accordance with predetermined policy information, for
each application of said first storage virtual computer,

wherein said predetermined policy information expresses a
policy relating to whether said first storage virtual com-
puter is moved or copied into said second storage control
device and whether said first logical volume is moved or
copied into said second storage, and

wherein said predetermined policy information comprises
an indication of whether a disaster recovery service is to
be applied, an indication of whether a copying service is
to be applied, an indication of whether a clustering ser-
vice is to be applied, and an indication of whether a
storage service is to be applied.

2. The storage control method according to claim 1, com-

prising the steps of:

gathering host information elements, comprising an ID and
said performance level of each host device, from each
host device, and generating said host information based
on said gathered host information elements; and

gathering storage device information elements, compris-
ing an ID and said performance level of each storage
device, from each storage control device, and generating
said storage device information based on said gathered
storage device information elements.

3. The storage control method according to claim 1, com-

prising a plurality of host devices for accessing at least one of
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said plurality of storage devices, wherein said plurality of
host devices comprises a first host device connected commu-
nicably to said first storage control device, and a second host
device connected communicably to said second storage con-
trol device, said first host device comprises an information
processing portion having at least one of a virtual computer
allocated all or a part of the hardware resources of said first
host device, and a computer program executed by said virtual
computer, and when said information processing portion is
capable of accessing said first logical volume prior to move-
ment or copying via said first storage virtual computer prior to
movement or copying, said information processing portion
provided in said first host device is moved or copied into said
second host device.

4. The storage control method according to claim 1,

wherein at least one of said plurality of host devices for

accessing at least one of said plurality of storage devices
comprises an information processing portion having at
least one of a virtual computer allocated to all or a part of
the hardware resources of said host device, and a com-
puter program executed by said virtual computer,
wherein said storage devices comprise storage areas, and
when said information processing portion is capable of
accessing a logical volume set in a certain storage area
via a certain storage virtual computer of a certain storage
control device, said logical volume and said certain stor-
age virtual computer are neither moved nor copied, but
said information processing portion is moved or copied
from the host device thereof to another host device.
5. A device capable of communicating with one or more
storage control devices connected communicably to at least
one of a plurality of storage devices, said device comprising:
a storage area storing at least one computer program; and
at least one computer for reading at least one computer
program from said storage area and executing said com-
puter program, wherein said at least one computer:

refers to resource information relating to the usage condi-
tion of at least one hardware resource from among said
one or more storage control devices;

specifies an unused part of said hardware resource from

said resource information;

allocates a storage virtual computer, which serves as a

virtual computer to which all or a part of said specified
unused part is allocated, to at least one of said one or
more storage control devices;

refers to host information, which is information expressing

a performance level of each host device of a plurality of
host devices, and referring to storage device informa-
tion, which is information expressing a performance
level of each storage device of said plurality of storage
devices;

specifies a plurality of combinations of said host device and

said storage device based on said performance level of
each host device and said performance level of each
storage device, specified from said host information and
said storage device information;

attaches an order of precedence to each of said plurality of

combinations based on said performance level of each
host device and said performance level of each storage
device;

selects a combination from one or more combinations

comprising a certain host device based on said order of
precedence of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocates said selected combination to said certain
host device;

receives, by a storage virtual computer capable of access-

ing the storage device included in said allocated combi-
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nation, an access request from said certain host device,
and accessing said storage device included in said allo-
cated combination in accordance with said received
access request;

refers to communication path information expressing the
length of a communication path between each of said
plurality of host devices and each of said plurality of
storage devices;

specifies, from said communication path information, a
communication path length which corresponds to each
of said plurality of combinations;

attaches an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device, said performance level of each storage
device, and said specified communication path length of
each combination;

attaches a priority value to each of said plurality of com-
binations based on said order of precedence of each of
said plurality of combinations and a weighting value
corresponding to said performance level; and

selects a combination from said one or more combinations
comprising said certain host device based on said prior-
ity value of each of said one or more combinations, and
allocates said selected combination to said certain host
device,

wherein said one or more storage control devices comprise
a first storage control device and a second storage con-
trol device,

wherein said plurality of storage devices comprises a first
storage connected communicably to said first storage
control device, and a second storage connected commu-
nicably to said second storage control device,

wherein when a first storage virtual computer set in said
first storage control device is capable of accessing a first
logical volume set in said first storage, said first storage
virtual computer is moved or copied into said second
storage control device, and said first logical volume is
moved or copied into said second storage,

wherein, when a predetermined event occurs, said first
storage virtual computer is moved or copied into said
second storage control device, and said first logical vol-
ume is moved or copied into said second storage, in
accordance with predetermined policy information, for
each application of said first storage virtual computer,

wherein said predetermined policy information expresses a
policy relating to whether said first storage virtual com-
puter is moved or copied into said second storage control
device and whether said first logical volume is moved or
copied into said second storage, and

wherein said predetermined policy information comprises
an indication of whether a disaster recovery service is to
be applied, an indication of whether a copying service is
to be applied, an indication of whether a clustering ser-
vice is to be applied, and an indication of whether a
storage service is to be applied.

6. A storage control system comprising:

one or more storage control devices connected communi-
cably to at least one of a plurality of storage devices; and

a management device connected communicably to said
one or more storage control devices, said management
device comprising:

a storage area storing at least one computer program; and

at least one computer for reading at least one computer
program from said storage area and executing said com-
puter program, wherein said at least one computer:
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refers to resource information relating to the usage condi-
tion of at least one hardware resource from among said
one or more storage control devices;

specifies an unused part of said hardware resource from
said resource information;

allocates a storage virtual computer, which serves as a
virtual computer to which all or a part of said specified
unused part is allocated, to at least one of said one or
more storage control devices;

refers to host information, which is information expressing
a performance level of each host device of a plurality of
host devices, and referring to storage device informa-
tion, which is information expressing a performance
level of each storage device of said plurality of storage
devices;

specifies a plurality of combinations of said host device and
said storage device based on said performance level of
each host device and said performance level of each
storage device, specified from said host information and
said storage device information;

attaches an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device and said performance level of each storage
device;

selects a combination from one or more combinations
comprising a certain host device based on said order of
precedence of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocates said selected combination to said certain
host device;

receives, by a storage virtual computer capable of access-
ing the storage device included in said allocated combi-
nation, an access request from said certain host device,
and accessing said storage device included in said allo-
cated combination in accordance with said received
access request;

refers to communication path information expressing the
length of a communication path between each of said
plurality of host devices and each of said plurality of
storage devices;

specifies, from said communication path information, a
communication path length which corresponds to each
of said plurality of combinations;

attaches an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device, said performance level of each storage
device, and said specified communication path length of
each combination;

attaches a priority value to each of said plurality of com-
binations based on said order of precedence of each of
said plurality of combinations and a weighting value
corresponding to said performance level; and

selects a combination from said one or more combinations
comprising said certain host device based on said prior-
ity value of each of said one or more combinations, and
allocates said selected combination to said certain host
device,

wherein said one or more storage control devices comprise
a first storage control device and a second storage con-
trol device,

wherein said plurality of storage devices comprises a first
storage connected communicably to said first storage
control device, and a second storage connected commu-
nicably to said second storage control device,

wherein when a first storage virtual computer set in said
first storage control device is capable of accessing a first
logical volume set in said first storage, said first storage
virtual computer is moved or copied into said second
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storage control device, and said first logical volume is
moved or copied into said second storage,
wherein, when a predetermined event occurs, said first
storage virtual computer is moved or copied into said
second storage control device, and said first logical vol-
ume is moved or copied into said second storage, in
accordance with predetermined policy information, for
each application of said first storage virtual computer,
wherein said predetermined policy information expresses a
policy relating to whether said first storage virtual com-
puter is moved or copied into said second storage control
device and whether said first logical volume is moved or
copied into said second storage, and
wherein said predetermined policy information comprises
an indication of whether a disaster recovery service is to
be applied, an indication of whether a copying service is
to be applied, an indication of whether a clustering ser-
vice is to be applied, and an indication of whether a
storage service is to be applied.
7. A computer program tangibly embodied on a computer-
readable storage medium, wherein said computer program
causes a computer to execute the steps of:
referring to resource information relating to the usage con-
dition of at least one hardware resource from among one
or more storage control devices connected communica-
bly to at least one of a plurality of storage devices;

specifying an unused part of said hardware resource from
said resource information;

allocating a storage virtual computer, which serves as a

virtual computer to which all or a part of said specified
unused part is allocated, to at least one of said one or
more storage control devices;

referring to host information, which is information

expressing a performance level of each host device of a
plurality of host devices, and referring to storage device
information, which is information expressing a perfor-
mance level of each storage device of said plurality of
storage devices;

specifying a plurality of combinations of said host device

and said storage device based on said performance level
of each host device and said performance level of each
storage device, specified from said host information and
said storage device information;

attaching an order of precedence to each of said plurality of

combinations based on said performance level of each
host device and said performance level of each storage
device;

selecting a combination from one or more combinations

comprising a certain host device based on said order of
precedence of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocating said selected combination to said certain
host device;

receiving, by a storage virtual computer capable of access-

ing the storage device included in said allocated combi-
nation, an access request from said certain host device,
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and accessing said storage device included in said allo-
cated combination in accordance with said received
access request;

referring to communication path information expressing
the length of a communication path between each of said
plurality of host devices and each of said plurality of
storage devices;

specifying, from said communication path information, a
communication path length which corresponds to each
of said plurality of combinations;

attaching an order of precedence to each of said plurality of
combinations based on said performance level of each
host device, said performance level of each storage
device, and said specified communication path length of
each combination;

attaching a priority value to each of said plurality of com-
binations based on said order of precedence of each of
said plurality of combinations and a weighting value
corresponding to said performance level; and

selecting a combination from said one or more combina-
tions comprising said certain host device based on said
priority value of each of said one or more combinations,
and allocating said selected combination to said certain
host device,

wherein said one or more storage control devices comprise
a first storage control device and a second storage con-
trol device,

wherein said plurality of storage devices comprises a first
storage connected communicably to said first storage
control device, and a second storage connected commu-
nicably to said second storage control device,

wherein when a first storage virtual computer set in said
first storage control device is capable of accessing a first
logical volume set in said first storage, said first storage
virtual computer is moved or copied into said second
storage control device, and said first logical volume is
moved or copied into said second storage,

wherein, when a predetermined event occurs, said first
storage virtual computer is moved or copied into said
second storage control device, and said first logical vol-
ume is moved or copied into said second storage, in
accordance with predetermined policy information, for
each application of said first storage virtual computer,

wherein said predetermined policy information expresses a
policy relating to whether said first storage virtual com-
puter is moved or copied into said second storage control
device and whether said first logical volume is moved or
copied into said second storage, and

wherein said predetermined policy information comprises
an indication of whether a disaster recovery service is to
be applied, an indication of whether a copying service is
to be applied, an indication of whether a clustering ser-
vice is to be applied, and an indication of whether a
storage service is to be applied.
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