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Netherlands Reformed Church

comprises the islands of St. Eustatius, St. Martin,
and Saba. In 1954, the islands were granted self
government and became an autonomous region of
the Netherlands.

Netherdands Reformed Church the largest
Protestant church in the Netherlands, established
in 1816 as the successor to the Dutch Reformed
Church.

neth-er re-gions »plural n. the lowest or furthest
parts of a place, esp. \with allusion to hell or the un-
derworld: rumors of strange creatures hauting the lake's
bottomless nether regions, ® {one's nether regions)
used euphemistically to refer to a person’s genitals
and buttocks.

neth-er-world ['mexter,warld/ #n. (the netherworld)
the underworld of the dead; hell. ®a hidden under-
world or ill-defined area: the narcotic netherworld thriv-
ing in postwar America. 3

neti-quette |'netskil; . ket Pn. the correct or accept-
able way of communicating on the Internet,
1990s: blend of NET! and ETIQUETTE.

netizen ['netazan] ¥n. a user of the Internet, esp. a
habitual or avid one. 1990s: blend of NET! (sense 4)
and CITIZEN.

net-keep-er ['net, k&parf P . another term for GOAL-
KEEPER.

net me-tering »r, a system in which solar panels or
othér renewable energy generators are connected
to a public-utility power grid and surplus power is
transferred onto the grid, allowing customets to off-
set the cost of power drawn from the utility. Psur-
plus energy, measured by an electric meter, is net-
ted from the amount passing from the utility to the
customer.

net national prod-uct (abbr.: NNP) »n. the total
value of goods produced and services provided in a
country during one year, after depreciation of capi-
tal goods has been allowed for.

net pres-ent value bn. see PRESENT VALUE,

net profit ¥n. the actual profit after working ex-
penses not included in the calculation of gross prof
it have been paid.

netsuke [‘netsokgl #n. (pl. same of -kes [-kéz[) a
carved buttonlike ornament, esp. of ivory or wood,
formerly worn in Japan to suspend articles from the
sash of a kimono. Plate 19th cent. from Japanese.

netdter ['neter/ bn. 1 2 fisherman who uses nets to
catch fish: because of the ban on gill nets, Louisianans feat
an influx of jobless Florida netters. ® [usu. in combination]
someone who uses a net of specified type: drift-
netters. 2 (also Netter) a person who uses the Inter-

net.

netting ['neting] »n. open-meshed material made by
knotting together twine, wire, rope, or thread.

nettle 'netl] »n. a herbaceous plant that has jagged
Jeaves covered with stinging hairs. ® Genus Urtica,
family Urticaceae: several species, in particular the
Eurasian stinging nettle (U dioica). ® used in names
of other plants of a similar appearance or proper-
ties. e.g., dead-nettle

wv. {trans]| 1 irritate or annoy (someone): 1 was nettled
by Alene's tone of superiority. 2 archaic beat or sting
(someone) with nettles. >0ld English netle, netele, of
Germanic origin; related to Dutch netel and German
Nessel. The verb dates from late Middle English.

nettlerash ['netlrasu| »n. another term for URTH-
GARIA (from its resemblance to the sting of a nettle).

nettle:some ['netisem| »adj. causing annoyance or
difficulty: complicated and nettlesome regional disputes.

netdle tree »n. an Old World tree related to the hack-
berries. with a straight, silvery-gray trunk and
rough, toothed. nettlelike leaves. ¢ Genus Celtis,
family Ulmaceae: several species, in particular C.
australis, which is a popular street and shade tree in
Mediterranean countries.

net ton ftan/ ¥n. another term for Ton! (sense 1)

network [‘net,werk/ »n. 1 an arrangement of inter-
secting horizontal and vertical lines. ma complex
system of roads, railroads, or other transportation
routes: a network of railroads. 2 a group or system of
interconnected people or things: a trade network. ®a
group of people who exchange information, con-
tacts, and experience for professional or social pur-
poses: a support nehwork. a group of broadcasting
starions that connect for the simultaneous broad-
cast of a program: the introduction of a second TV net-
work | las adj] network television.  a number of inter-
connected computers, machines, or operations:
specialized computers that manage multiple outside con-
nections to a network | a local eellilar phone network. ma
system of connected electrical conductors.
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»v. [trans] connect as or operate with a network: the
stock exchanges have proven tobe resourceful in nenwork-
ing these deals, 8 link {machines, esp. computers) to
operate interactively: fas 2] (networked) networked
workstations. ® |intrans.] [often as n) (networking) in-
teract with other people to exchange information
and develop contacts, esp. to further one's career:
the skills of networking, bargaining, and negotiation.
—network-able adj.

network analy-sis kn. the mathematical analysis
of complex working procedures in terms of a net-
work of related activities. ® calculation of the elec-
tric currents flowing in the various meshes of a net-
work, often carried out by a device used to model
the network.

network ap-pli-ance ¥n. a relatively low-cost com-
puter designed chiefly to provide Internet access
without the full capabilities of & standard personal
computer.

networkeer [ net,warkar| ¥ 1 Computing & person
who operates from home or from an external office
via a computer network. 2 a person who interacts
or exchanges information with others working in a
similar field, esp. to further their career.

Neuwschadel, Lake | ngosra'tel; nee-| the largest lake
that lies wholly within Switzerland, located at the
foot of the Jura Mountains in western Switzerland.

Neue Sachdich-keit ['ncie 'zaKHIISHKILf a movement
in the visual arts, music, and literature that devel-
oped in Germany during the 1920s and was charac-
terized by realism and a deliberate rejection of
romantic attitudes. 2German, literally ‘new objec-
tivity.”

Neuf-chadtel | ngosHe'tel; \noesHa bn. a creamy
white cheese made from whole or partly skimmed
milk in Neufchitel, France.

Neuhaus ['n(y)do,hous/. Solomon, see NEWHOUSE.

Neu-mann ['n(y)Gomen; ‘noiman], John von (1903-
57), U.S. mathematician and computer pioneer,
born in Hungary. He pioneered game theory and the
design and operation of electronic computers.

neume [n{y)dom] ¥n. Music {in plainsong) a note or
group of notes to be sung to a single syllable. ®a
sign indicating this. late Middle English: from Old
French neume, from medieval Latin neu(pima, from
Greel pneuma ‘breath.’

neur. kabbr. ® neurological or neurology.

neu-ral ['n(y)doral| Fadj. of or relating to a nerve or
the nervous system: patterns of neural activity, >mid
19th cent.: from Greek neuron in the sense ‘nerve’ ¥
-aL. —neu-rally adv.

neuwral arch ¥ n. Anatomy the curved rear (dorsal) sec-
tion of a vertebra, enclosing the canal through
which the spinal cord passes.

neural com-puer ¥n. a computer that uses neural
networks based on the human brain. Alse called
NEUROCOMPUTER, —neural com-puting .

neu-ral-gia [n(y)do'ralja/ ¥n. intense, typically inter-
mittent pain along the course of a nerve, esp. in the
head or face. —neuralgic [-iik/ adj.

neural network (also neu-ral net) ko a computer
systent modeled on the human brain and nervous
system.

neu-ral tube »n. Zoology & Medicine (in an embryo) a
Tollow structure from which the brain and spinal
cord form, Defects in its development ¢an result in
congenital abnormalities such as spina bifida.

neu-ra-minic acid |,n(y)dore' minik] »n. Biochemistry
a crystalline compound of which derivatives occur
in many animal substances. chiefly as sialic acids.
e A sugar with amino and acid groups; chem. for-
mula: CoHisNOg. bmid 20th cent.: neuraminic from
MEURO- (because it was originally isolated from
brain tissue) + AMINE + -IC.

neuramind-dase J,nly)gora'mina,das| ¥n. Biochem-
Istry an enzyme, present in many pathogenic or sym-
biotic microorganisms, that catalyzes the break-
down of glycosides containing neuraminic acid.

naur-as-lheoni-ai.n(y)ﬁ:res'ménéa; ¥ n. an ill-defined
medical condition characterized by lassitude, fa-
tigue, headache, and irritability, associated chiefly
with emotional disturbance. —neurasthenic
|-*rrenik] adj. & n.

neurecto.my [nly)do‘rektemé/ . Medicine surgical
removal of all or part of a nerve.

neu-ri-lem-ma [,nty)gora‘lema| >n. (pl Jlem:mas or
Jlemmada [-li'matef] Anafomy the thin sheath
around a nerve axon (including myelin where this is
present). —neurri-lememal ad].

neu-ritis [n(y)o'ritis/ »n. Medicine inflammation of a
peripheral nerve or merves. usually causing pain

neuromuscula,

and loss of function. ® (in general use) ney
L newritic |-'ritk] adj. TOpathy,
neuro- Fcomb, form relating to nerves or the neryg,
system: neuroanatomy | neurahormons. >fiom Gm“‘
neuron ‘nerve, sinew, tendon.’ ek
neu-ro-anat-o-my [,nty)orae'natems| »o. the any
my of the nervous system. —neuro-anatom ho
|- ane'tamikal| ad). —neu-roa-natomist [-misy|
neurobics [n(y)go'rabiks/ »n. mental exercisag.
signed to create new neural pathways in the by
by using the senses in unconventional ways,
neu-ro-bi-olo-gy ;.n(y)ﬁbrbb‘l‘a!ajéj »n. the biglogy
the nervous System. —neurobi-orlagi-cal j~b?f
|ajiksl] agj. —neuro-bi-ol-o-gist [Hist/ n. 9
newro-blast ['n(y)Gora blast] ¥n. Embryology an
bryonic cell from which nerve fibers originate.
neuwro-blasto-ma |,niy)corobla’stomal ¥ n. Medicing
malignant tumor composed of neuroblasts, o
commenly in the adrenal gland. i
newro.comspuder ['nly)goroksm, Yaotar] » anothe
term for NEURAL COMPUTER. -
neu-ro-en-do-crine |,nly)ord*endakrin] P ac). Fhysio,
gy relating to or involving both nervous stimulation
and endocrine secretion. —neuroendocringl.a.
ay 1-.endbkre'né!aj§f m
neu-roepri-the-di-um [,nly)Gord epl'THElEam| »p
Anatomy 1 a type of epithelium containing sensory ;
nerve endings and found in certain sense organs
{e.g., the retina, the inner ear, the nasal mem.
branes, and the taste buds). 2 (in embryology) ece-
derm that develops into nerve tissue, —neu-roep:.
thedial [-138l] adj
neu-rofisbril [,n(y)gors'fbral; ~fib-] 0. Anatomy 3 fi-
bril in the cytoplasm of a nerve cell, visible by light
microscopy. —neuro-fi-briklary |-'fibra lerd| adj
neuwro-fi-bro-ma :,n(y)o“brﬁﬁ'brﬁmaj ¥ (pl -mas o
-ma-a j-meta]) Medicine a tumor formed on a nerve:
cell sheath, frequently symptomless but occasional-
Iy malignant.
neurodi-bro-matosis |.n(y)Gord, fibrama'tosis] kn.
Madicine a disease in which neurofibromas form:
throughout the body. Also called vON RECKUING:
HAUSEN’S DISEASE.
neu-ro-gen-e-sis J,nly)dora‘jenasis| »n. Physiology the
wth and development of nervous tissue,
neu—ro-gen-ic-{.n(y)é‘bra'ienikl »adj. Physiology caused
by, controlled by, or arising in the nervous systen.
neurogdi-a [n(y)oo'ragiés| ¥ n. another term for GUA.
smid 19th cent.: from NEURO- ‘of nerves’ + Greek
glia ‘glue.’
neu-ro-hor-mone /.n(y)é‘orﬁ‘hér.mﬁnf ¥, Physiologya’
hormene (such as vasopressin or norepinephring)
produced by nerve cells and secreted into the Circi
lation. —neuro-hor-mo-nal |-hor'manalf ad I
neu-ro-hy-poph-y-sis {,n(y)dorohi'pafesis/ »1. (pl.-5e3.
|- $62]) Anatomy the posterior lobe of the hypophysis.
{pituitary gland). which stores and releases oxytoch!
and vasopressin produced in the hypothalamus:
—neurohy-po-physeal |- pafa'sésl] ad. i
neu-rodepic [,n(y)dors'leptik] Medicine » ag). (chiefly
of a drug) tending to reduce nervous tension by 4&
pressing nerve functions. - d
¥n. a drug of this kind; a major tranquilizeT: P
0th cent.: from NEURO- ‘relating to nerves, on the
pattern of psycholeptic. .
neusro-lin-uistic pro-gramming {,niy)corB INe
‘gwistik (abbr.: NLP] kn. a system of alternatiVe =2
apy intended o educate people in Seif-ilw"‘.@l%fr
and effective communication, and to qu_el__an '
change their patterns of mental and emotio
havior. ! pm!é!'
neu-ro-linguisitics ;.n(y)wa,nns-gwispkqf Y
|treated as sing| the branch of linguistics d%,-d,f,
e the relationship between language Sy’
structure and functioning of the prain. = W
guis-tic adj. of
newrolo-gy [nly)od'raleje| k. the branch O §
cine or biology that deals with the anatony’
tions, and organic disorders of r}ew&sm e b
: = ent.: frof !
vous system. Plate 17th cent. Lro eu.mlW?

¥

m
neurologia, from NEURO- + ~LOGY. —0 phde 4
|-ra'tajikal] adj. —newrodog-catly adv "

gist n. o
neuroma [n(y)d'roma] »n. (pl -mas ©
|-mitaf) another term for NEUROFIBROMA: 5 s
newro-mast ['niy)3ers,mast/ Fn. Zoo Mmgg
organ of fishes and larval or aquatic ?‘“g syste!
typically forming part of the Jateral ““.,.M
tearly 20th cent.. from NEURO= ‘of nerves 3&
mastos ‘breast.” d of o
neu-ro-mus-cudar |in(y)doratmaskyalefl "8 4
lating to nerves and muscles.
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