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Application No.: 16/670,220 
Attorney Docket No.: 00199-0001-15000 

determining, by the shared transport system, that the transport provider has 

picked up the first good; [[and]] 

determining, by the shared transport system, progress of the delivery of the first 

good based on determining a location of the transport provider device[[.]l; and 

determining, by the shared transport system, that the transport provider has 

delivered the first good based on one of i) receiving a confirmation from the transport 

provider device or the transport user device and ii) determining that a coordinated 

proximity between the first good and the transport provider device no longer exists. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the transport 

provider device includes global positioning system (GPS) technology. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, wherein determining the 

location of the transport provider device comprises utilizing the GPS technology. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein determining the 

location of the transport provider device comprises periodically polling location 

information associated with the transport provider device. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

sending, by the shared transport system, instructions for displaying the progress 

of the delivery of the first good to the first transport user device, wherein displaying the 
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Application/Control Number: 16/670,220 
Art Unit: 2648 

(k) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(I) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

Page 3 

(m) SEQUENCE LISTING. (See MPEP § 2422.03 and 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. A "Sequence Listing" is 

required on paper if the application discloses a nucleotide or amino acid sequence as 

defined in 37 CFR l.821(a) and if the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an 

electronic document either on compact disc or as a text file via the Office electronic filing 

system (EFS-Web.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

5. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 

and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the statutory 

basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art relied upon, and 

the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status. 

6. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 

prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-4, 12-14 and 21 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Cappel (US 20020011940) (applicants IDS) in view of Sprigg (US 20080125967), Jones (US 

6,263,323) and Horstemeyer (U.S. 2004/0243430), newly recited reference. 

Regarding claim 2, Cappel disclose a method of transporting a passenger (item) using a shared 

transport system (abstract, fig. 3 and P:0051-P:0062), the method comprising: receiving, by the shared 
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Application No.: 16/670,220 
Attorney Docket No.: 00199-0001-15000 

Pages 57-58: "system also provides for 
showing real-time, variable transport capacity 
on a display" 

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 

withdrawal of the Section 112 rejections. 

IV. Section 103 Rejections 

Claims 2-6, 12-16, and 21 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly 

being unpatentable over various combinations of Cappel (US 2002/0011940), Sprigg 

(US 2008/0125967), Jones (US 6363323), Muramatsu (JP 2003036498), and Angert 

(US 2006/0010037). (Office Action at pages 5-9.) 

With respect to independent claims 2, 12, and 21, the cited references fail to 

teach or suggest at least the steps of "receiving ... a first transport request from a first 

transport user device for delivery of a first good ... a first needed space or capacity for 

the first good" and "determining ... that the transport provider has picked up the first 

good." Specifically, Cappel and Sprigg are totally silent on the concept of identifying 

and utilizing an available transport provider to transport goods and determining the pick­

up and progress of the delivery of goods. While Jones teaches monitoring the location 

of a vehicle, which might be carrying an item, Jones is silent on receiving a transport 

request comprising a needed space or capacity for a good and determining that the 

provider has picked up the good, as recited in claims 2, 12, and 21. 

For these reasons and based on the agreement reached during the interview that 

the present claims would likely overcome the cited references, independent claims 2, 
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Application/Control Number: 16/670,220 
Art Unit: 2648 

DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Pre-A/A or AJA Status 

1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112(a): 

(a) IN GENERAL-The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and 

of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to 

enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 

make and use the same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor or joint 

inventor of carrying out the invention. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 

process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person 

skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the 

same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Page 2 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(a) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA), first paragraph, as 

failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 

was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 

relevant art that the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AIA the inventor(s), at the time the 

application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Regarding claims 1,12 and 21 "wherein 

the first transport request includes a first pick-up location, a first drop-off location and a first needed 

space or capacity for the first item", "determining, by the shared transport system, that the transport 

provider has picked up the first item"; and "determining, by the shared transport system, progress of 

the delivery of the first item based on determining a location of the transport provider device" is not 

disclosed in applicant's disclosure or PRO 60/900,808 dated 02/12/2007. Applicant's specification, page 

26, first paragraph, recites "Normally Riders and Drivers would have no need or use for contacting each 

other directly; however, there could be a few circumstances where it would be useful for one to contact 
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the other, such as in the event of "a lost or found Item" in a car, or perhaps in certain rare cases where 

they need to reach each other to arrange exact transport details." However, applicant's specification 

does not disclose "determining, by the shared transport system, that the transport provider has picked 

up the first item"; and "determining, by the shared transport system, "progress of the delivery of the 

first item" based on "determining a location" of the "transport provider device". 

3. Claims 6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(a) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA), first paragraph, 

as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 

relevant art that the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AIA the inventor(s), at the time the 

application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Regarding claims 6 and 16, claim 

limitation "sending, by the shared transport system, instructions for displaying the progress of the 

delivery of the first item to the first transport user device, wherein displaying the progress of the 

delivery of the first item comprises displaying the location of the transport provider device on a map" is 

not disclosed in applicants original disclosure. Applicant's specification, page 26, first paragraph, recites 

"Normally Riders and Drivers would have no need or use for contacting each other directly; however, 

there could be a few circumstances where it would be useful for one to contact the other, such as in the 

event of "a lost or found Item" in a car, or perhaps in certain rare cases where they need to reach each 

other to arrange exact transport details." 

Specification 

4. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a utility 

application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

Page 5 

5. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 

and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the statutory 

basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art relied upon, and 

the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status. 

6. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 

prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-4, 12-14 and 21 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Cappel (US 20020011940) (applicants IDS) in view of Sprigg (US 20080125967) and Jones (US 

6,263,323). 

Regarding claim 2, Cappel disclose a method of transporting a passenger (item) using a shared 

transport system (abstract, fig. 3 and P:0051-P:0062), the method comprising: receiving, by the shared 

transport system (P:0053), a first transport request from a first transport user device for delivery of a 

first item (fig. 3 and P:0051), wherein the first transport request includes a first pick-up location 

(P:0051), a first drop-off location (P:0051) and a first needed space (riders space)(P:0003); identifying, by 

the shared transport system (P:0041 and P:0044), a STP (transport provider) based on comparing 

provider characteristics of the transport provider with the first transport request )(P:0041, P:0044 and 

P:0050-P:0053), the provider characteristics including a current location or planned route and 

an available space or capacity of the transport provider (i.e. onboard/off board passenger)(P:0003, 
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transport provider accepted the first transport request (fig. 1-6 and P:0042). Jones teaches in the same 

field of endeavor, delivery vehicles for delivering items to a destination or for pick-up items at a 

destination, where "items" can include packages, goods, or persons to be delivered of pick-up (col. 4 line 

63 through col. 5 line 5), determining, by a base station manager (shared transport system) (col. 2 lines 

11-43 and col. 10 lines 32-49), that a vehicle (transport provider) has picked up the first item (col. 14 

lines 61-67); and determining, by the shared transport system (col. 10 lines 32-49), progress of the 

delivery of the first item based on determining a location of the transport provider device (col. 10 lines 

32-49 and col. 14 lines 61-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time the invention was made to modify Cappel with determining that the transport provider has 

accepted the first transport request; determining, by the shared transport system, that the transport 

provider has picked up the first item; and determining, by the shared transport system, progress of the 

delivery of the first item based on determining a location of the transport provider device in order for 

the passenger transportation system to know if the transportation provider is going to pick up the 

passenger and monitor the progress of the transportation device in rout to the bus station to pick up the 

passenger to be transported to its final destination, as taught by Sprigg and Jones. 

Regarding claims 3,4,13 and 14, Cappel disclose the transport provider device includes global 

positioning system (GPS) technology (P:0050 and P:0065). 

8. Claims 5 and 15 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Cappel (US 20020011940) (IDS) in view of Sprigg (US 20080125967) and Jones (US 6,263,323) as applied 

to claims 2 and 12 above and in further view of Muramatsu et al. (JP 2003036498 A). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, the combination of Cappel, Sprigg and Jones differs from claims 5 

and 15 of the present invention in that they do not explicit disclose periodically polling location 
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information associated with the transport provider device. Muramatsu et al. teaches periodically polling 

position information associated with taxi vehicles (abstract, solution). Therefore, it would have been 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination 

of Cappel, Sprigg and Jones with periodically polling location information associated with the transport 

provider device in order for the passenger transportation system to know where the transport devices 

are located at all times when making a passenger pick-up, as taught by Muramatsu et al. 

9. Claims 6 and 16 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Cappel (US 20020011940) (IDS) in view of Sprigg (US 20080125967) and Jones (US 6,263,323) as applied 

to claims 2 and 12 above and in further view of Angert et al. (US 20060010037). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, the combination of Cappel, Sprigg and Jones differs from claims 6 

and 16 of the present invention in that they do not explicit disclose displaying the location of 

the transport provider device on a map. Angert et al. teaches an internet server that serves a graphical 

user interface of users to bid for purchase of food items (P:0015), a time of arrival may be related to the 

users via time/ and/or map display (P:0015), the user may view an audio-visual with a driver, a 

delivery/preparation vehicle or view the outside of the vehicle so that progress through city streets, etc, 

may be tracked (P:0015). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to modify the combination of Cappel, Sprigg and Jones with displaying the 

location of the transport provider device on a map in order for the passenger transportation system to 

inform the passenger that the transport device is on its way and allow the passenger to view the 

location of the transport device on a map to see how close the transport device is to the passenger, as 

taught by Angert et al.. 

Conclusion 
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