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316 dark • data structure 

'dark \ 'tlirk\ a4J [ME dale. fr. 08 ,Jrorr: akin 10 OHO 1urrhannrn lo 
hide) (bef. 12c) 1 I : devoid or partl•IIY devoid of ll1h1 : no1 ~lv­
lnJ, rdlec:1ln1, lr1trwnlllln11, or n,dl11ln1 fight <• ~ room) b : tr•n~ 
mlllln1 only a ,:,onion of lfghl (~ gl~) 2 11 : wholly OT panlally 
black(~ clothln1) b Qf o colur: ol low oncry low llghlness C: be­
ln1 l«s. llahl In ooloT 1han olher su"'11nccs of lhe same kind(~ mm) 
3 • : arl,fna rrom or ihowlna evil 1r•II~ or de!>lrcs : BVIL ( the~ pow­
erw tha l lead to war) b: DISMAi~ OLOOMY (had • ~ view of the fu. 
lure) C : l1ckln1 knowlcd,c or culture: UNBNLIOIITBNBD <• ~ peri­
od In ht.lory) d : rclallng lo grim or dcprc..<Iing circumslanccs (~ 
humor) 4 a : nol clear lo 1hc undcrs11ndlng b : not known or ex­
plored bccau~ of rcmolcnes_\ (lhe ~c.fl reaches of the oonllncnt) 6 
: not fnlr In complexion: 5WARTIIY 6 : SllCRBT (kept his plam ~> _7 
: ()05CSS!na depth and richness (a ~ voice) B : cl05Cd lo the pubhc 
<the theater Is ~ In 1hc summer) •Yn see OMCURE - dark•llh 
\'dlr-klJh\ a,JJ - dark•IY ad•• - dark•neta n 

i dark n ( I Jc) , 1 a : a pllWC or Umc of llllle or no light : NIOHT, NIOHT· 
l'Al,L b : absence or llghl : DAJlKNllSS 2 : a dark or deep color - In 
the dark 1 : In secrecy (mosl of his dealing.~ were done In /he dork) 
2 : In lt norancc (kepi 1hc public In the dork about lhe agreement) 

3dark vi (14c) ob., · 10 grow dark~ VI: lo make dark 
dark adaptation' n (1900) : lhe process including dJlalion of the pupil, 
lncrc&5C In ~nslllvlly of the retinal rocb, and regeneration of rhodopsin 
by which the eye adapts lo condlllons of reduced Illumination -
dark-edapt-ed \,dl rk-:>-'dap-1:id\ o,Q 

dark age n (16'!_0) 1 : a time during which a clvlllzallon undergoes a 
decline: as I pl, cop D&.A : the European historical period from about 
A,D, 476 lo aboul JOO(); broadly : MIDDLE AOES b often pl. often cop 
D&.A : the Greek hlslorical period of three lo four centuries from 
about J JOO o.c. 2 11 ofti!n pl, ofti!n cop D&:A : the primitive period In 
lhe development of something (In the dork ages of medicine) b oftm 
pl often cop D&.A : a stale of staanallon or decline 

dark continent n (1829) 1 often cap D&C: the continent of Africa 2 
: something unknown or unexplored 

dark,en \'dar-kQn\ vb dark,enad; dark,en,lng \'dir-k>nlo\ vi (14c) 
1 : lo grow dark: become obscured (the.skies were ~Ing) 2.: to be­
come gloomy (his mood ~et/) ~ VI 1 : to make dark 2 : lo make 
less clear: OBSCURll ( the financial crisis ~ed the future of the compa­
ny) 3 : TAJNT1 TARNISH (~ed his reputation> 4 : to cast a &loom 
over 5 : 10 m&Ke of darker color - dark,en,er \·k>nQr\ n 

dark energy n (1998) : a hypotliellcal form of energy that produces a 
force that opposes gravity and Is thouaht to be lhe cause of the acceler­
ating expansion of the universe 

dark-eyed Junco n (1974) : a common No. American Junco (Junco 
hyl!mo/Lr) , 

dark field n (1865): lhe dark area that serves as the background for ob-
jects viewed in an ultramlcroscopc ' 

dark-field mlcroscope.n (1926): ULTRAMICROSCOPE 
dark horse n (1831) 1 ' 11 : a 'usu. lltlle known contender (as a race­
horse) that makes 'an unexpectedly good showing b : an entrant In a 
contest that Is Judged unlikely to succeed 2 : a poll\lcal candidate un­
expectedly nominated usu. as a 'compromlse between' factions 

dark lantern n (1640) : a lantern that can be closed to conceal the li&ht 
dar•klll \'dlr•k~I\ vi dar,klad; dar,kllng \-k(Q•)llo\ [back-for;natlon fr. 
dark/Ing) (1800) 1 11 : to become clou<fed or gloomy b : to irov.; dark 
2 : to bccoll)e concealed In the dark • ·.., . i • 

1dark•llng \'dir•kllo\ adv [ME der!«lyng, fr. derk dark + -lyng -Jina] 
(!Sc) : In the dark 

2dark•llng a4/ (1718) 1 : DARK 2: done or taking place In the dark 
deriding blletl11 .n (1816) : any of a family (Tcnebrionldae) of firm• 
bodied mostly dark-colored vegetable-feedln11 nocturnal beetles which 
oftcn'have vcsli&lal and functionless wings and whose laryae are usu. 
bard cyllndrlcal worms (as a mcalworm) - called also tefll!brionld 

dark matter n (l 982) : nonlumlnous ma'1er not yet directly detected by 
astronomers that Is hypothesized 10 exist to account for various ,ob­
served gravitational effects 

dark reaction n (1927) : any of a series of chemical reacllons In photo­
synthesis n'ol requiring the presence of ll&ht and Involving lhe reduc­
tion of carbon dioxide to form carbohydrate; esp : CALVIN CYCLE 

ctark•rooffl \'dirk-,riim, •,'rum\ n (1841): a room with no lighl or wilh' a 
ufcli&ht for dcvclopina light-scnsllive ptiotographic materials 

dark•some \'dirk•S;'lm\ o,Q (ca. 1530) : gloomily somber : DARK , 
dar,kY or dark•le \'dir-ke\ ;,, pl darkles (1775) usu offensive : a black 
pcoon ' 

1dar•llng \'dir-111)\ i, [ME derling, fr. OE deor/ing, fr. dlore dear] (bef. 
12c) 1 : a dearly loved person 2: FAVORITE (a director who Is the~ 
of the critics) • , ' 

2dartlng o,Q (!Sc) , 1 : dearly loved : FAVORITE 2 : very pleasing 
: CHARMINO - dar,llng,ly \-lio-lc\ adv - dar,llng,11ess n 

darm-stad1•l•um \,diirm-'sta-16-Qm\' n [NL, fr. Darmstadl, Germany] 
(2003) : a sh'ort-llved radioactive clement produced artificially - see 
ELEMENT table ' 

1dam \'dim\ vb [pcrh. fr, F dial. darner] vi (ca. .1600) 1 : to mend with 
inlcrlaclng stitches 2 : to embroider by ()fling In wiJh long running or 
lnlerlacing stitches ~ vi : to do darning - darn-er n '· 

;damn (1720): a place 1ha1 has been dame4 (a_s~cater full of ,.:,,s) 
darn \'dlif!l} also dum \'d~rn\ atQ pr atl)' ' [euphemism] (1781) 
: DAMNED , 1 

4d11m also durn vb (1781) : DAMN - darned \'dirn(d)\ also durned 
\'d~m(d)\ o,Q or adv • 

5darn also durn n (1840) : DAMN 1 

dar,nel \'dir•n'I\ n [ME) (14c) : any of several usu. weedy cyegrasscs 
(genus Loi/um) •· 

darning needle n (I 742) 1 : a long needle wjl,h a large eye fpr use In 
darning 2 : 'DRAGONFLY, DAMSELFLY • , 

DARPA abbr Defense ,Advanced Research Projects Agency ' 
1dart \'dirt\ n [ME, fr. AF, of Gmc origin; akin to ,OHG tart d'art, OE 

daroth] (14c) 1 a uklralc : a ll&ht spear b (I) : a small missile usu. 
with a pointed shafl al one end and feathers at the other (2)p/ but sing 
in comtr : a game In which dans arc tJirown at a larget ~ a : some-
1J1in11 projected with sudden speed; esp : a sharp glance b : something 
causl1111 sudden pain or distress (~s of sarcasm) 3 : something with a 
slender pointed shafl or oulllne; specif: a stitched tapering fold· In a 
garmcnl 4 : a quick movement (made a~ for lhe door) 

2dart 11 (I.S7.l) 1 : to throw wllh a rnd<k.n movc,ncnl 2: 10 1hru,1 or 
move wllh sudden speed 3 : 10 shoot with a dart con1alnln1 a u,u 
1ranqullfzln1 dru1 ~ vi: to move suddenly or mptdly (~ ncro,, ihc 
Slrttl) 

d1rt,board \'dlrt-,b6rd\ n (19()1) : a u, u. circular bonrd (M of con,, 
pressed br1stles) used as a 1arge1 In 1he pmc of daru 

dart,er \'dAr•l-lr\ n (1796) 1 : ANHrNOA 2 : any of numcrou, small 
No. American freshwater bony fishes (esp. genera Amnwcrypto, Ethto­
Jtoma and Pcrcina of the faml~ Percidae) 

Dar,w/n,l,an \dir-'wi•n<!-:in\ a • (1860) 1 : o r o r rclalln1 lo Chari 
Darwin, his lhcorics esp. of evo ution, or his followers 2 : of, rclall~ 
to, or being a oompelitivc cnvlronmenl or slluallon in which only lh I 
ftuest persons or organiutions prosper - Darwinian n c 

Dar,wln,lsm \'dlr•W;">-1nl-Z.lm\ n (1864) 1 : a theory or lhc origin and 
perpctualion of new species of animals and plants that orfsprlna of 
given organism vary, that natural selection favors lhe survival or som! 
of these varlalions over others, that new species have arisen and ma 
continue to arise by these processes, and lhal widely divergent group; 
of plants and animals have arisen from lhe same ancestors - compa 
EVOLUTION 4, NEO-DARWINISM 2 : a theory lhat inherent dYnam~ 
forces allow only the fittest persons or organizations to prosper in a 
compelllive environment or situation (economic~> - compare so. 
CIAL DARWINISM - D11r,wln•ISI ,--nisl\ nor o,Q 

Dar,wln's finches \,dir-w.inz-\ n pl [Charles Darwin) (1947) : finches 
of a subfamily (Oeospizinae) having great varialion in bill shape and 
confined moslly lo the Oallipagos Islands 

D11r,wln tulip \,dlr-wan-\ n (1889) : a tall late-fiowering tulip wilh the 
nowcrs single and of one color 

1da■h \'dash\ vb [ME dauhen, prob. fr. MF dachicr to impel forward).., 
(14c) 1 : lo brealc by striking or knocking 2 : lo knock, hurl, or 
thrust vlolenlly 3: SPLASH, SPAlTER 411 : RUIN, DESTROY ( lhe neWs 
~ed his hopes) b : DEPRESS, SADDEN C : lo make a.~hamcd 5 : to 
affect by milling In something different (his delight was ~tel Wilh bi1-
terness> 6 : to complete, execute, or flnlsh off hastily - used With 
down or off (--ed down a drink) (~ off a letter) 7 [euphemism) 

2 : 'DAMN 4 ~ vi 1 : to move with sudden speed 2: SMASH 
dHh n (14c) 1 11 archaic : BLOW b (l): a sudden burst or splash (2) 
: the sound produced by such a burst 2 a : a s!roke of a pen b : a 
punctuation mark - that is used esp. to Indicate a break in the 
thought or structure of a sentence 3 : a small usu. distlncllve addilion 
(a ~ of salt) (a ~ of humor) 4 : flashy display 5 : anlmallon In 
style and action 6 11 : a sudden onset, rush, or attempt b : a short 
fast race 7 : a long click or buzz forr)ilng ": letter or part of a leuer (as 
In Morse code) 8 : DASHBOAJlD 2 • 

dash,board \1dash-,b6rd\ n (1842) 1 : a screen on the front of a usu 
horse-drawn vehicle to Intercept water, mud, or snow 2 : a panel cit: 
tending across the Interior of a vehicle (as an automobile) below the 
windshield and usu. containing Instruments and conlrols 

daahed \'dashl\ a,Q (ca. 1889) : made up of a series of dashes 
d11,shaen \da-'shcn, d.i-\ n [origin unknown] (ca. 1899) : TARO 
d11&h-er \'da-sh;r\ n ( 1790) 1 : a dashing person 2 : one lha1 dashes 
3 : a device having blades for agitating a liquid or semisolid 

dash I \'dl-(1)shc\ n [Ip, broth] (f9SS}: a fish broth made from dried ho, 
nlto • ' • 

d11,shl•kl \d.i-'shc-kc!, di-, da-\ also dal,shl•kl 
\di•\ n [modlf. of Yoruba dc>,t,tk(J (ca. 1968) : a 
usu. brl&htly colored loosc-fittln11 pullover gar-
ment ' 

dash,lng o,Q (ca. 1697) 1 : marked by vigorous 
action : SPIRITED (a ~ young horse> 2 
: marked by smartness esp. In dress and manners 
- d118h•lng,ly \-lo-le\ adv 1 

dash,pot \'dash-,pll\ n (1861) : a device for cush­
lonln11 or damping a movement, (as of,a mechani-
cal part) to avoid shock • 

d11&,sle \'da-sc!\ n Wrik] (1814) : HYRAX 
das,tard ·\'das-1.ird\ n [ME) (15c) 1 : COWARD 
2 : a person who acls treacherously or under-
handedly ,,: , , ·lft • 

das,tard•IY \-le\ o,Q (1542) ~ 1 : COWARDLY 2 
: characterized by underhandedness or treachery 
(a~ attack) (a~ villain) •Yn sec COWARDLY dashiki 
- dH•lllrd•ll•ness n ' 

dat abbr dative 
DAT abbr 1 differential aplitude test •2 dlgilal audiotape 
da,ta \'di-t.i, 'da- also 'di·\ n pl but sing or pl in constr, often attrib [L, pl. 
of datum] (1646) 1 : factual infonnallon (as measurements or statis­
tics) used as a basis for reasoning, discussion, or calculation (the ~ Is 
plenliful and easily avallable -H. A. Gleason, Jr.) (comprehensive~ 
on economic arowth have been published -N. H. Jacoby) 2 : lnfor• 
matlon output by a sensing device or organ that Includes both useful 
and Irrelevant or redundant Information and must,be processed 10 be 
meaningful 3 : Information in•numerical form that can be di&ilally 
transmitted or processed 1 , 
usage Data leads a life of its own quite independent of datum, of 
which it was originally lhe plural.'It occurs in two constructions: as a 
plural noun (like earni111P), taking a plural verb and plural modifiers 
(as these, many a few) but not cardinal numbers, and serving as a ref­
erent for pluiif pronouns; and as an abstract mass noun (like ifl/ormo· 
lion), taking a singular verb and singular modifiers (as thLr, much, lit· 
tie), and being referred to by a singular pronoun . . Both constructions 
arc standard. The plural construclion is more common in prinl, per· 
haps because the house style of some publishers mandates it. 

data bank n (1966) : DATABASE ,.., , 
d11,ta,base \'da-t:i-,bls, Ida• also 'di-\ n (ca. 1962) :.a usu. Jarac coUec· 
tion of data organized esp. for rapid search and relrieval (as by a com· 
puter) - database vt , 

data mining 11 (1988): the practice or searching through larae amounts 
of computerized data to find useful patterns or trends • 1 

data processing n (1954) : the convening of raw data to machine• 
readable form and its subsequent processing (as storing, updating, rear· 
ranging, or prlnlina out) by a computer - data processor n ,. 

data strucJure 11 (1963) : any of various methods or.formals (as an ar· 
ray, file, or record) for organizing dala In a computer • 
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