
1111111111111111 IIIIII IIIII 1111111111 11111 111111111111111 1111111111 111111111111111 11111111 
US 20180220867Al 

c19) United States 
c12) Patent Application Publication 

Carr et al. 
c10) Pub. No.: US 2018/0220867 Al 
(43) Pub. Date: Aug. 9, 2018 

(54) WIRE DISHWARE AND CUTLERY RACK 
FOR DISHWASHER 

(71) Applicants:BSH Home Appliances Corporation, 
Irvine, CA (US); BSH Hausgeriite 
GmbH, Munich (DE) 

(72) Inventors: Casey Carr, New Bern, NC (US); 
James Michael Edwards, Newport, NC 
(US); Matthew Richards, New Bern, 
NC (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 15/423,617 

(22) Filed: Feb. 3, 2017 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. 
A47L 15150 (2006.01) 

(52) U.S. Cl. 
CPC 

(57) 

A47L 15150 (2013.01); A47L 15/501 
(2013.01); A47L 151507 (2013.01); A47L 

151502 (2013.01) 

ABSTRACT 
A dishwasher, including: a dishwashing compartment hav­
ing a loading opening; a door configured to close the loading 
opening; a bottom washware rack configured for movement 
out of and into the dishwashing compartment; a middle 
washware rack configured for movement out of and into the 
dishwashing compartment; and a top washware rack con­
figured for movement out of and into the dishwashing 
compartment. The top rack is formed of wire thereby to hold 
washware including cutlery and to enhance drying perfor­
mance. The spacing between an inner surface of a top wall 
of the dishwashing compartment and an upper surface of a 
deepest portion of the top rack is in a range of 79.0 mm to 
83.0 mm. The top rack is formed with a notch section along 
at least one side in a bottom portion thereof, and include an 
angled portion to hold bowls at a slight tilt with respect to 
horizontal. 
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WIRE DISHWARE AND CUTLERY RACK 
FOR DISHWASHER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to dish­
washer appliances and to racks for holding dishware and 
cutlery for a dishwasher. More particularly, the present 
disclosure relates to a third or top washware rack that is 
made out of wire and that has greater spacing between an 
upper surface of a deepest portion of the top washware rack 
and an inner surface of a top wall of the dishwashing 
compartment. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] In general, most domestic dishwashers include two 
dishware racks to support items to be washed such as 
dishware, glassware, kitchen utensils, pots, pans, and the 
like. Typically, the two dishware racks include an upper 
dishware rack positioned near a top portion of the dish­
washer, and a lower dishware rack arranged below the upper 
dishware rack. The upper dishware rack is used to support 
glassware, utensils, and other small items, while the lower 
dishware rack is used to support larger items, such as dinner 
plates, large bowls, cooking sheets, and baking pans. The 
dishware racks are normally formed from several discrete 
lengths of wire, welded together and then covered with a 
rubber or a plastic coating. Further, the dishware racks are 
formed with a plurality of vertically projecting tines to 
support and organize the items placed on the dishware rack. 
[0003] Moreover, the use of a third, top washware rack is 
known per se in household dishwasher appliances. Such a 
third, top washware rack is positioned immediately above a 
second or middle washware rack. The second, middle wash­
ware rack is in turn positioned above a first or bottom 
washware rack that normally hold lager items, such as large 
dinner plates, etc., as noted above, inside the dishwashing 
compartment. 
[0004] However, the known third, top washware racks are 
limited in their capacity, flexibility, and versatility. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] More specifically, the known third, top washware 
racks have a large plastic insert piece that forms the basket 
of the rack and that is fitted over a wire frame. The wire 
frame is thus substantially hidden from view to the user by 
the plastic insert. The bulky plastic insert results in a 
relatively small clearance or spacing between an upper 
surface of a deepest portion of the top washware rack and an 
inner surface of a top wall of the dishwashing compartment, 
thereby limiting what can be placed on the third washware 
rack. Also, the bulky plastic insert that forms the basket of 
the third washware rack causes water to be retained and thus 
inhibits the drying performance of the dishwasher. 
[0006] An apparatus consistent with the present disclosure 
is directed to a third, top washware rack that increases the 
dishwasher capacity, flexibility, and versatility, as well as 
enhancing the drying performance of the dishwasher. 
[0007] An apparatus consistent with the present disclosure 
is directed to a third, top washware rack that is made out of 
wire and eliminates the bulky plastic insert. Thus, the third, 
top wire rack has a greater spacing between an upper surface 
of a deepest portion of the top washware rack and an inner 
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surface of a top wall of the dishwashing compartment. Also, 
the third, top wire rack enhances the drying performance. 

[0008] An apparatus consistent with the present disclosure 
is directed to a third, top washware rack that allows the 
dishwasher to accommodate specialty items such as 
stemmed wine glasses. 

[0009] An apparatus consistent with the present disclosure 
is directed to a third, top washware rack that is configured 
to hold bowls at a slight tilt with respect to horizontal in 
order to drain off water from the bowls. 

[0010] According to one aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, comprising: a dishwashing compart­
ment having a loading opening; a door configured to close 
the loading opening; a bottom washware rack configured for 
movement out of and into the dishwashing compartment; a 
middle washware rack configured for movement out of and 
into the dishwashing compartment; and a top washware rack 
configured for movement out of and into the dishwashing 
compartment, wherein a spacing between an inner surface of 
a top wall of the dishwashing compartment and an upper 
surface of a deepest portion of the top washware rack is in 
a range of 79.0 mm to 83.0 mm. 

[0011] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein a further spacing between an 
upper edge of the top washware rack and the inner surface 
of the top wall of the dishwashing compartment is in a range 
of 9.0 to 10.5 mm. 

[0012] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the further spacing is 9.85 
mm±0.5 mm. 

[0013] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, comprising: a dishwashing compart­
ment having a loading opening; a door configured to close 
the loading opening; a bottom washware rack configured for 
movement out of and into the dishwashing compartment; a 
middle washware rack configured for movement out of and 
into the dishwashing compartment; and a top washware rack 
configured for movement out of and into the dishwashing 
compartment, wherein the top washware rack is formed of 
wire thereby to hold washware including cutlery and wash­
ware which is larger than cutlery and to enhance drying 
performance. 

[0014] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the wire is formed entirely 
of stainless steel. 

[0015] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the wire is formed of carbon 
steel having a coating of Nylon powder. 

[0016] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, comprising: a dishwashing compart­
ment having a loading opening; a door configured to close 
the loading opening; a bottom washware rack configured for 
movement out of and into the dishwashing compartment; a 
middle washware rack configured for movement out of and 
into the dishwashing compartment; and a top washware rack 
configured for movement out of and into the dishwashing 
compartment, wherein the middle washware rack is config­
ured on at least one side to hold one or more stemmed wine 
glasses; and wherein the top washware rack is formed with 
a notch section along at least one side in a bottom portion 
thereof in order to accommodate base portions of the one or 
more stemmed wine glasses. 
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[0017] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the stemmed wine glasses 
having a height of approximately 9 inches. 
[0018] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the top washware rack, at a 
location directly above the notch section, is configured to 
accommodate at least one of cutlery or utensils. 
[0019] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, comprising: a dishwashing compart­
ment having a loading opening; a door configured to close 
the loading opening; a bottom washware rack configured for 
movement out of and into the dishwashing compartment; a 
middle washware rack configured for movement out of and 
into the dishwashing compartment; and a top washware rack 
configured for movement out of and into the dishwashing 
compartment, wherein the top washware rack comprises a 
bottom portion having at least one angled portion that is 
configured to hold bowls at a slight tilt with respect to 
horizontal in order to drain off water from the bowls. 
[0020] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the at least one angled 
portion is tilted at an angle in a range of 3 to 5 degrees with 
respect to horizontal. 
[0021] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the at least one angled 
portion is tilted at an angle of approximately 4 degrees with 
respect to horizontal. 
[0022] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the at least one angled 
portion includes stopper ribs to keep bowls from sliding in 
a front-back direction on the top washware rack. 
[0023] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the at least one angled 
portion is configured to hold bowls that are of a standard 6 
inch diameter in size. 
[0024] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein the at least one angled 
portion comprises two angled portions disposed side-by­
side. 
[0025] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher, wherein a front wall of the top 
washware rack includes a form for mounting thereon a 
handle. 
[0026] According to another aspect, the present disclosure 
provides a dishwasher comprising a first, bottom washware 
rack, a second, middle washware rack, and a third, top 
washware rack, wherein the third, top washware rack is 
formed from wire; wherein the third, top washware rack 
comprises a bottom portion having at least one angled 
portion that is configured to hold bowls at a slight tilt of 
approximately 4 degrees with respect to horizontal in order 
to drain off water from the bowls; and wherein the third, top 
washware rack is formed with a notch section along at least 
one side in a bottom portion thereof in order to accommo­
date base portions of one or more stemmed wine glasses 
supported on the second, middle washware rack. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

[0027] The accompanying drawing figures incorporated in 
and forming a part of this specification illustrate several 
aspects of the invention, and together with the description 
serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
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[0028] FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a dishwasher 
appliance according to an exemplary embodiment consistent 
with present disclosure, with the door open so as to reveal 
the dishwashing compartment including a third, top wash­
ware rack that is positioned immediately above the second 
or middle washware rack, which is in tum positioned above 
the first or bottom washware rack. 
[0029] FIG. 2 is a top, perspective view of the third, top 
washware rack but without the roller/rail assembly accord­
ing to an exemplary embodiment consistent with present 
disclosure. 
[0030] FIG. 3 is a series of views including a view similar 
to FIG. 2 but including accessory inserts to hold specialized 
items according to an exemplary embodiment consistent 
with present disclosure. 
[0031] FIG. 4 is an enlarged front view of an upper portion 
of the dishwasher appliance showing the third, top wash­
ware rack and the middle or second rack according to an 
exemplary embodiment consistent with present disclosure. 
[0032] FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but also showing 
the presence of a bowl and stemmed wine glasses in the 
second or middle washware rack according to an exemplary 
embodiment consistent with present disclosure. Also, only a 
single row of stopper ribs are included. 
[0033] FIG. 6 is a top perspective view of the third, top 
washware rack showing the presence of bowls according to 
an exemplary embodiment consistent with present disclo­
sure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

[0034] The exemplary embodiments set forth below rep­
resent the necessary information to enable those skilled in 
the art to practice the invention. Upon reading the following 
description in light of the accompanying drawing figures, 
those skilled in the art will understand the concepts of the 
invention and will recognize applications of these concepts 
not particularly addressed herein. It should be understood 
that these concepts and applications fall within the scope of 
the disclosure and the accompanying claims. 
[0035] Moreover, it should be understood that terms such 
as right, left, right side, left side used herein are for orien­
tation purposes with respect to the drawings when describ­
ing the exemplary embodiments and should not limit the 
present invention. Also, terms such as substantially, approxi­
mately, and about are intended to allow for variances to 
account for manufacturing tolerances, measurement toler­
ances, or variations from ideal values that would be accepted 
by those skilled in the art. 
[0036] FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a dishwasher 
appliance 100 according to an exemplary embodiment con­
sistent with present disclosure, with the door D ( only a 
portion being shown) open so as to reveal the dishwashing 
compartment 101 having a loading opening and including a 
third, top washware rack 200 that is positioned immediately 
above a second or middle washware rack 300. The middle 
washware rack 300 is in turn positioned above a first or 
bottom washware rack 400. 
[0037] Although not shown, as is known in the art, the 
dishwasher appliance 100 includes a tub, a pump and filter 
assembly, a heating element, one or more wash arms, and a 
drain hose. A detailed description of the suitable structure 
and operation of the dishwasher appliance 100 does not form 
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part of the present disclosure, but can be found, for example, 
in U.S. Pat. Nos. 9,445,703 and 9,510,729 which are incor­
porated herein by reference. 
[0038] More specifically, the first or bottom washware 
rack 400 is configured as a basket for holding larger plates, 
large bowls LB, pans, cookware such as a cooking sheet S, 
etc. The bottom washware rack 400 includes front 401, rear 
(not shown), and opposing side walls 403 interconnected 
with a bottom portion 404 and formed by a plurality of wire 
shaped elements. The bottom washware rack 400 includes a 
plurality of tine members 405. The tine members 405 
include a base member 406 from which extend a plurality of 
tines 407. The tines 407 form tine rows 408 to establish 
dish/utensil support regions R in the bottom washware rack 
400. A utensil insert 410 may be included for holding 
utensils such as knives, forks, spoons, and other specialty 
items. At the bottom portion of the bottom washware rack 
400 at the left and right sides thereof, rollers 415 configured 
to run on corresponding flanges or tracks on the inside wall 
of the dishwashing compartment 101 and also on an inside 
surface of the door, as is conventional in the art. The bottom 
washware rack 400 can include a handle 445. 
[0039] The second or middle washware rack 300 is posi­
tioned immediately above the bottom washware rack 400. 
The middle washware rack 300 is configured as a basket to 
hold medium sized dishes, bowls such as medium sized 
bowls MB, and glasses on one side, as well as stemmed wine 
glasses G on an opposite side as will be discussed in more 
detail below. The middle washware rack 300 includes front 
301, rear 302, and opposing side walls 303 interconnected 
with a bottom portion 304 and formed by a plurality of wire 
shaped elements. The bottom portion 304 includes a plural­
ity of forms 305 for holding items in place on the middle 
washware rack 300. A plurality of sets of retractable, rotat­
able or flip tines (306, 306', 306", 306"') (see also FIG. 4) 
may be included to customize the support regions R'. On the 
right hand side of the bottom portion 304 of the middle 
washware rack 300, the plurality of forms 305 include rows 
of forms 305a and 305b for supporting stemmed wine 
glasses G. In this regard, a plurality of stem supports or 
holders 315 extend from the right hand sidewall of the 
middle washware rack 300. Each of the stem holders 315 
can be mounted to an individual base member or a common 
base member. The individual base members or common base 
member can be rotatably mounted to the sidewall of the 
middle washware rack 300 so that the stem holders 315 can 
be pivoted upwardly to a substantially vertical, stowed 
position when not in use. The interaction of the base of each 
of the stemmed wine glasses will be discussed in more detail 
below with respect to the third, top washware rack 200. The 
middle washware rack 300 can include a handle 345. The 
details of the technology that may be used for the rotatable 
or flip tines 306-306"' and the stem holders 315 can be 
found, for example, in Bosch Dishwasher Models: 
SHX7PT55UC and SHX8PT55UC. 
[0040] As noted above, the bottom washware rack 400 and 
the middle washware racks 300 are formed of wire shaped 
elements that are configured to have a basket shape. The 
wire shaped elements of the bottom and middle washware 
racks 400 and 300, respectively, may be formed of solid 
plastic, metal wire coated with plastic or rubber, or com­
posite materials. 
[0041] As shown in FIGS. 1-6, the third, top washware 
rack 200 is configured to hold cutlery and washware which 
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is larger than cutlery such as, but not limited to, small dishes, 
bowls, cups, as well as cooking utensils. The third, top 
washware rack 200 may be made entirely out of metal wire, 
such as stainless steel wire. Alternatively, and preferably, the 
third, top washware rack 200 is made from carbon steel that 
is dipped in Nylon powder, so that the wire is coated. By 
forming the third, top washware rack 200 from wire and 
eliminating the bulky plastic insert, this allows for enhanced 
drying performance by permitting quicker drying of items 
placed on the wire third rack 200. The third, top washware 
rack 200 is configured as a basket and includes front 201, 
rear 202, and opposing side walls 203 interconnected with a 
bottom portion 204 and formed by a plurality of wire shaped 
elements formed either entirely out of metal, or metal dipped 
in, for example, a Nylon powder. 
[0042] As best shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the middle 
washware rack 300 and the third, top washware rack 200 can 
be displaced in a forward direction and a rearward direction 
in each instance by way of rollers 325 and 225, respectively, 
or the like for easier loading and unloading. The rollers 325, 
225 can be mounted on the sidewalls of the dishwasher 
compartment 101 and configured to cooperate with corre­
sponding rails/rollers 330/230 disposed on the sidewalls of 
the middle washware rack 300 and the third, top washware 
rack 200. The details of technology that may be used for the 
rack roller systems for the middle washware rack 300 and 
third, top washware rack 200 can also be found, for example, 
m Bosch Dishwasher Models: SHX7PT55UC and 
SHX8PT55UC. 
[0043] The bottom portion 204 includes one or more 
angled portions 206 that is/are configured to hold bowls at 
a slight tilt with respect to horizontal in order to drain off 
water from the bowls. Each angled portion 206 is tilted at an 
angle in a range of 3 to 5 degrees with respect to horizontal, 
and preferably is tilted at an angle of approximately 4 
degrees with respect to horizontal. FIGS. 1-6 show two 
angled portions 206a and 206b disposed side-by-side. 
[0044] As best shown in FIGS. 2-4, each angled portion 
206a and 206b includes stopper ribs or forms 208 to keep 
bowls from sliding in a front-back direction on the third, top 
washware rack. Further, each angled portion is configured to 
hold bowls that are of a standard 6 inch diameter in size. As 
shown in FIGS. 1, 5, and 6, the stopper ribs or forms 208 
may be included on just one side, for example, in angled 
portion 206a but not in angled portion 206b. Alternatively, 
the stopper ribs or forms 208 may be included in the angled 
portion 206b but not in angled portion 206a. 
[0045] As best shown in FIG. 4, the spacing designated as 
the distance ( d1) between an upper edge of the third, top 
washware rack 200 and an inner surface of a top wall 102 of 
the dishwashing compartment 101 is in a range of9.0 to 10.5 
mm, and preferably the spacing is 9.85 mm±0.5 mm. 
[0046] According to another aspect, a further spacing 
(designated as distance d2 in FIG. 5) between the inner 
surface of the top wall 102 of the dishwashing compartment 
101 and an upper surface of a deepest portion 225 of the 
third, top washware rack 200 is in a range of 79.0 mm to 
83.0 mm. Preferably, but not necessarily, the distance d2 is 
81.08 mm. It is noted that if the second, middle washware 
rack 300 is a multi-position rack (for example, 3-position), 
then this would serve as a limit on the distance d2 of the 
third, top washware rack 200 when the second, middle 
washware rack 300 is in its highest position, with each of the 
positions being spaced apart by about 25 mm. On the other 
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hand, if the multi-position rack is a 2-position rack, then the 
distance d2 of the third, top washware rack 200 may be 
greater, for example, in a range of 104 mm to 108 mm. The 
details of the technology that may be used for a multi­
position rack per se can be found, for example, in Bosch 
Dishwasher Models: SHX7PT55UC and SHX8PT55UC 
noted above. This greater spacing between an upper surface 
of a deepest portion 225 of the third, top washware rack and 
an inner surface of a top wall 102 of the dishwashing 
compartment 101 greatly enhances the versatility of the 
third, top washware rack 200 over conventional dishwasher 
configurations which are limited to holding only cutlery and 
other very small items due to limited spacing. 
[0047] As best shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the third, top 
washware rack 200 is formed with a notch section 220 along 
at least one side (for example, shown on the right side) in the 
bottom portion 204 thereof in order to accommodate base 
portions of the one or more stemmed wine glasses G (see 
FIGS. 1 and 5) that are supported below on the middle 
washware rack 300. The notch section 220 is configured to 
accommodate standard stemmed wine glasses having a 
height of approximately 9 inches. 
[0048] According to another aspect, the third, top wash­
ware rack 200, at a location directly above the notch section 
220, is configured to accommodate at least one of cutlery or 
utensils. A cutlery/utensil accessory insert 235 is shown in 
FIG. 3 disposed above the notch section 220. An additional 
cutlery accessory insert 236 can be included in the space 
next to the position of the notch section 220 above which the 
cutlery/utensil accessory insert 235 is disposed, as shown in 
FIG. 3. 
[0049] As best shown in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5, the third, top 
washware rack 200 can include a form 240 on the front wall 
201 for mounting thereon a handle 245. 
[0050] FIG. 6 is a top perspective view showing the third, 
top washware rack 200 with the inserts 235 and 236 
removed and with standard sized 6 inch diameter bowls B 
placed thereon. The stopper ribs or forms 208 are shown on 
the angled portion 206a, but not on the angled portion 206b. 
[0051] The present invention has substantial opportunity 
for variation without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
present invention. For example, additional or different 
inserts for various utensils and cutlery may be included in 
any of the top, middle, or bottom washware racks. 
[0052] Those skilled in the art will recognize improve­
ments and modifications to the exemplary embodiments of 
the present invention. All such improvements and modifi­
cations are considered within the scope of the concepts 
disclosed herein and the claims that follow. 

1. A dishwasher, comprising: 
a dishwashing compartment having a loading opening; 
a door configured to close the loading opening; 
a bottom washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; 
a middle washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; and 
a top washware rack configured for movement out of and 

into the dishwashing compartment, the top washware 
rack being configured as a basket formed by a plurality 
of wire shaped elements, the plurality of wire shaped 
elements including a front wall, a rear wall, opposing 
side walls, and a bottom portion fixed together in a 
non-adjustable manner as a unitary member, 
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wherein a spacing between an inner surface of a top wall 
of the dishwashing compartment and an upper surface 
of the bottom portion of a deepest portion of the top 
washware rack is in a range of 79.0 mm to 83.0 mm. 

2. The dishwasher of claim 1, wherein a further spacing 
between an upper edge of the top washware rack and the 
inner surface of the top wall of the dishwashing compart­
ment is in a range of 9.0 to 10.5 mm. 

3. The dishwasher of claim 2, wherein the further spacing 
is 9.85 mm±0.5 mm. 

4. A dishwasher, comprising: 
a dishwashing compartment having a loading opening; 
a door configured to close the loading opening; 
a bottom washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; 
a middle washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; and 
a top washware rack configured for movement out of and 

into the dishwashing compartment, 
wherein the top washware rack is configured as a basket 

formed by a plurality of wire shaped elements, the 
plurality of wire shaped elements including a front 
wall, a rear wall, opposing side walls, and a bottom 
portion fixed together in a non-adjustable manner as a 
unitary member, the plurality of wire shaped elements 
being formed of at least one of entirely out of metal or 
metal having a coating of Nylon powder, thereby to 
hold washware including cutlery and washware which 
is larger than cutlery and to enhance drying perfor­
mance. 

5. The dishwasher of claim 4, wherein the plurality of 
wire shaped elements are formed entirely of stainless steel. 

6. The dishwasher of claim 4, wherein the plurality of 
wire shaped elements are formed of carbon steel having the 
coating of Nylon powder. 

7. A dishwasher, comprising: 
a dishwashing compartment having a loading opening; 
a door configured to close the loading opening; 
a bottom washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; 
a middle washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; and 
a top washware rack configured for movement out of and 

into the dishwashing compartment, 
wherein the middle washware rack is configured on at 

least one side to hold one or more stemmed wine 
glasses; 

wherein the top washware rack is configured as a basket 
formed by a plurality of wire shaped elements, the 
plurality of wire shaped elements including a front 
wall, a rear wall, opposing side walls, and a bottom 
portion fixed together in a non-adjustable manner as a 
unitary member; 

wherein the plurality of wire shaped elements that form 
the basket are formed with a vertically extending notch 
section along at least one side edge portion in the 
bottom portion of the basket in order to accommodate 
base portions of the one or more stemmed wine glasses; 
and 

wherein the vertically extending notch section forms a 
stepped portion in the bottom portion of the basket such 
that a substantially horizontal top surface of the stepped 
portion in the bottom portion of the basket is located 
closer to an inner surface of a top wall of the dish-
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washing compartment as compared to a remainder of 
the bottom portion of the basket. 

8. The dishwasher of claim 7, wherein the middle wash­
ware rack is configured on the at least one side to hold one 
or more stemmed wine glasses having a height of approxi­
mately 9 inches. 

9. The dishwasher of claim 7, wherein the top washware 
rack, at a location directly above the vertically extending 
notch section, is configured to accommodate at least one of 
cutlery or utensils. 

10. A dishwasher, comprising: 
a dishwashing compartment having a loading opening; 
a door configured to close the loading opening; 
a bottom washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; 
a middle washware rack configured for movement out of 

and into the dishwashing compartment; and 
a top washware rack configured for movement out of and 

into the dishwashing compartment, 
wherein the top washware rack is configured as a basket 

formed by a plurality of wire shaped elements, the 
plurality of wire shaped elements including a front 
wall, a rear wall, opposing side walls, and a bottom 
portion fixed together in a non-adjustable manner as a 
unitary member; and 

wherein the bottom portion of the basket includes at least 
one angled portion that is configured to hold bowls at 
a slight tilt with respect to horizontal in order to drain 
off water from the bowls. 

11. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein the at least one 
angled portion is tilted at an angle in a range of 3 to 5 
degrees with respect to horizontal. 

12. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein the at least one 
angled portion is tilted at an angle of approximately 4 
degrees with respect to horizontal. 

13. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein the at least one 
angled portion includes stopper ribs to keep bowls from 
sliding in a front-back direction on the top washware rack. 

14. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein the at least one 
angled portion is configured to hold bowls that are of a 
standard 6 inch diameter in size. 
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15. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein the at least one 
angled portion comprises two angled portions disposed 
side-by-side. 

16. The dishwasher of claim 10, wherein a front wall of 
the top washware rack includes a form for mounting thereon 
a handle. 

17. A dishwasher comprising a dishwashing compart­
ment, a first, bottom washware rack, a second, middle 
washware rack, and a third, top washware rack, 

wherein the third, top washware rack is configured as a 
basket formed by a plurality of wire shaped elements, 
the plurality of wire shaped elements including a front 
wall, a rear wall, opposing side walls, and a bottom 
portion fixed together in a non-adjustable manner as a 
unitary member; 

wherein the bottom portion of the basket includes at least 
one angled portion that is configured to hold bowls at 
a slight tilt of approximately 4 degrees with respect to 
horizontal in order to drain off water from the bowls; 

wherein the third, top washware rack is formed with a 
notch section along at least one side in the bottom 
portion of the basket in order to accommodate base 
portions of one or more stemmed wine glasses sup­
ported on the second, middle washware rack; and 

wherein the notch section forms a stepped portion in the 
bottom portion of the basket such that a substantially 
horizontal top surface of the stepped portion in the 
bottom portion of the basket is located closer to an 
inner surface of a top wall of the dishwashing com­
partment as compared to a remainder of the bottom 
portion of the basket. 

18. The dishwasher of claim 17, wherein the at least one 
angled portion comprises two angled portions disposed 
side-by-side. 

19. The dishwasher of claim 17, wherein the at least one 
angled portion includes stopper ribs to keep bowls from 
sliding in a front-back direction on the top washware rack. 

20. The dishwasher of claim 17, wherein the third, top 
washware rack, at a location directly above the notch 
section, is configured to accommodate at least one of cutlery 
or utensils. 

* * * * * 
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