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per-pixel lighting

per-pixel lighting n. A lighting scheme used in 3D com-
puter game rendering and other digital animation appli-
cations that calculates proper lighting for every pixel
displayed. Per-pixel lighting allows highly realistic
lighting effects but requires significant video card capa-
bilities to display properly. Also called: Phong shading.

Per Seat Licensing n. A licensing mode that requires a
separate Client Access License for each client computer,
regardless of whether all the clients access the server at the
same time. See also client. Compare Per Server Licensing.

Per Server Licensing n. A licensing mode that requires a
separate Client Access License for each concurrent con-
nection to the server, regardless of whether there are other
client computers on the network that do not happen to
connect concurrently. Compare Per Seat Licensing.

persistence n. A characteristic of some light-emitting
materials, such as the phosphors used in CRTs, that causes
an image to be retained for a short while after being irradi-
ated, as by an electron beam in a CRT. The decay in per-
sistence is sometimes called luminance decay.

persistent client connection n. See persistent connection.

persistent connection n. A connection to a client that
remains open after a server sends a response. Included in
HTTP 1.1 and similar to the Netscape HTTP 1.0 Keep-
Alive extension, persistent connections are used to
improve Internet efficiency and performance by eliminat-
ing the overhead associated with multiple connections.
Also called: persistent client connection. See also pipelin-
ing (definition 1).

persistent data n. Data that is stored in a database or on
tape so that it is retained by the computer between sessions.

persistent link n. See hot link (definition 1).

persistent storage n. Memory that remains intact when
the power to a device is turned off, such as ROM. See also
memory.

Personal Communications Services n. Term used by
the United States Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) to cover a range of wireless, all-digital communica-
tions technologies and services, including cordless phones,
voice mail, paging, faxing, and personal digital assistants
(PDAS). Personal Communications Services, or PCS, is

Personal Web Server

divided into narrowband and broadband categories. Nar-
rowband, which operates in the 900 MHz band of frequen-
cies, provides paging, data messaging, faxing, and one- and
two-way electronic messaging capabilities. Broadband,
which operates in the 1850 MHz to 1990 MHz range and is
considered the next-generation PCS, enables two-way
voice, data, and video communications. The cellular phone
technologies known as GSM (Global System for Mobile
Communications), CDMA (Code Division Multiple
Access), and TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access) are
included in the PCS category. Acronym: PCS. Compare
Code Division Multiple Access, Global Systems for
Mobile Communications, Time Division Multiple Access.

personal computer n. A computer designed for use by
one person at a time. Personal computers do not need to
share the processing, disk, and printer resources of another
computer. IBM PC—compatible computers and Apple
Macintoshes are both examples of personal computers.
Acronym: PC.

Personal Computer n. See IBM PC.

Personal Computer Memory Card International
Association n. See PCMCIA.

personal digital assistant n. See PDA.

personal finance manager n. A software application
designed to assist the user in performing simple financial
accounting tasks, such as balancing checkbooks and pay-
ing bills.

Personal Handyphone System n. A device developed in
Japan to act as a cellular phone that can handle phone,
FAX, and voice. Acronym: PHS.

personal identification number n. See PIN.
personal information manager n. See PIM.

personalization technology n. An e-commerce market-
ing technique in which Web sites and services analyze the
interests of individual customers. The e-business then uses
this information to deliver services, product offerings, and
advertising that match each customer’s personal interests.

Personal Web Server n. Microsoft applications that
allow a computer running the Windows family of operat-
ing systems to function as a Web server for publishing
personal Web pages and intranet sites. Personal Web
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PCMIA device

this context, such a card consists of conventional static
RAM chips powered by a small battery and is designed to
provide additional RAM to the system. See also PC Card.
Compare flash memory.

PCMIA device n. See PC Card.
p-code n. See pseudocode.
PCS n. See Personal Communications Services.

PCT n. 1. Acronym for program comprehension tool. A
software engineering tool that facilitates the process of
understanding the structure and/or functionality of com-
puter programs. 2. Acronym for Private Communications
Technology, a protocol standard drafted by Microsoft and
submitted to the IETF for consideration. PCT, like the
Netscape-designed SSL (Secure Sockets Layer), supports
authentication and encryption for securing privacy in Inter-
net communications. 3. Acronym for Personal Communi-
cations Technology. An enhanced version of Secure
Sockets Layer (SSL).

.pcx n. The file extension that identifies bitmapped
images in the PC Paintbrush file format.

PC/XT n. The second-generation of the original IBM Per-
sonal Computer. The IBM PC/XT was introduced in 1983
and was the first of the PC computers to support hard
disks. See also IBM PC.

PC/XT keyboard n. The keyboard for the PC/XT.
Strong, reliable, and equipped with 83 keys, the PC/XT
keyboard offers a typist an audible click. See also IBM
PC, PC/XT.

PDA 1. Acronym for Personal Digital Assistant. A light-
weight palmtop computer designed to provide specific
functions like personal organization (calendar, note tak-
ing, database, calculator, and so on) as well as communi-
cations. More advanced models also offer multimedia
features. Many PDA devices rely on a pen or other point-
ing device for input instead of a keyboard or mouse,
although some offer a keyboard too small for touch typing
to use in conjunction with a pen or pointing device. For
data storage, a PDA relies on flash memory instead of
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Peachy virus

power-hungry disk drives. See also firmware, flash mem-
ory, handheld PC, PC Card, pen computer.

PDC 7. See Primary Domain Controller.

PD-CD drive n. Short for phase change rewritable disc—
compact disc drive. A storage device that combines a CD-
ROM drive and a phase change rewritable disc (PD) drive,
which can store up to 650 megabytes of data on cartridges
of rewritable optical discs. See also phase-change recor:iingA

PDD n. Acronym for Portable Digital Document. A
graphics file created from a document by QuickDraw GX
under Mac OS. PDDs are stored in a form that is indepen-
dent of printer resolution; they print at the highest resolu-
tion available on the printer used; and they can contain the
original fonts used in the document. Therefore, a PDD can
be printed by a computer other than the one on which it
was created.

.pdf n. The file extension that identifies documents
encoded in the Portable Document Format developed by
Adobe Systems. To display or print a .pdf file, the user
should obtain the freeware Adobe Acrobat Reader. See
also Acrobat, Portable Document Format.

PDL 1. See page-description language.
PDM 7. See pulse duration modulation.
PDO 7. See Portable Distributed Objects.

PDS 7. 1. Acronym for Processor Direct Slot. An expan-
sion slot in Macintosh computers that is connected
directly to the CPU signals. There are several kinds of
PDS slots with different numbers of pins and different sets
of signals, depending on which CPU is used in a particular
computer. 2. Acronym for Parallel Data Structure. A hid-
den file. located in the root directory of a disk that is
shared under AppleShare, that contains access privilege
information for folders.

Peachy virus n. A virus, first detected in 2001, that was
the first to attempt to spread itself through PDF files. The
Peachy virus takes advantage of an Adobe Acrobat feature

that enables users to embed files in PDF documents. The

embedded Peachy virus file infects the computer of a user






