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57 ABSTRACT 

Markers each comprising an electromagnetic coil are 
installed on the Surface of a road at a lateral center line of a 
running lane of the road at predetermined intervals. Pro 
Vided for each of the markers, a driving Signal generating 
circuit drives the associated marker So that the marker 
transmits an alternating current magnetic field. Alternating 
current magnetic field receiving devices each comprising an 
electromagnetic coil are installed on the front bumper of a 
vehicle at positions Symmetrical with respect to the lateral 
center line of the vehicle. While the vehicle is running, the 
alternating current magnetic field receiving devices Sequen 
tially receive the alternating current magnetic fields gener 
ated by the markers one field after another. A microcomputer 
receives detection Voltages generated by the alternating 
current magnetic field receiving devices through detection 
circuits and determines the lateral position of the vehicle 
from the detection Voltages. 

10 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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LATERAL POSITONING DETECTING 
APPARATUS FOR MOVING BODY 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
This application relates to and incorporates herein by 

reference Japanese Patent Application No. 09-233026 filed 
on Aug. 28, 1997. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a lateral position detect 

ing apparatus for detecting the lateral position of a moving 
body Such as a running vehicle. 

2. Description of Related Art: 
There is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,347,456 a conven 

tional lateral position detecting apparatus. In this lateral 
position detecting apparatus, a magnetic field receiving 
device mounted on a vehicle is used for determining the 
lateral position of the vehicle running on a road by detection 
of a magnetic field generated by a plurality of markers 
installed on the Surface of the road along the lateral center 
line of the road at certain intervals in the longitudinal 
direction. 

In the conventional apparatus, however, the magnetic 
receiving device may receive the magnetic field generated 
by magnetized iron and Steel bars used in a bridge or 
generated by the geomagnetism of the earth by mistake as if 
the magnetic field were generated by the markers. AS a 
result, the conventional lateral position detecting apparatus 
has a problem that the accuracy of detection of the lateral 
position of the vehicle is deteriorated. 

Specifically, Since the markers are each also made of a 
permanent magnet, the markers generate a Static magnetic 
field Similar to that generated by magnetized iron and Steel 
bars of the bridge or generated by the geomagnetism of the 
earth, making it impossible for the magnetic field receiving 
device to distinguish those from each other. As a result, it is 
obvious that the accuracy of detection of the lateral position 
of the vehicle is running is deteriorated. 

This may be Solved by employing magnetic field trans 
mitting devices each for generating an alternating current 
magnetic field as markers. However, as the alternating 
current magnetic field varies alternately, an electromagnetic 
induction effect which is not observed in the case of a Static 
magnetic field is induced. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is thus an object of the present invention to provide a 
lateral position detecting apparatus used for detecting the 
lateral position of a running body with a high degree of 
accuracy by using alternating current magnetic field trans 
mitting devices each for generating an alternating current 
magnetic field as markers. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, alter 
nating current magnetic field transmitting devices are 
installed on the Surface of a running path of a moving body 
along the lateral center line of a running lane of the running 
path at predetermined intervals in the longitudinal direction. 
Driving units are each used for driving one of the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices So that the alter 
nating current magnetic field transmitting device generates 
an alternating current magnetic field. An alternating current 
magnetic field receiving unit is installed on a moving body 
and used for Sequentially receiving the alternating current 
magnetic fields transmitted by the alternating current mag 
netic field transmitting devices while the moving body is 
moving. 
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AS a result, by using each of the alternating current 

magnetic field devices as a marker, the lateral position of the 
moving body can be detected with a high degree of accuracy 
which is not affected by Static magnetic fields generated by 
a bridge existing in proximity to the moving body and the 
geomagnetism of the earth. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, an 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 
is installed on a lower portion of a moving body moving 
along the Surface of a running path. A driving unit for the 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 
is used for driving the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device So that the electric power convey 
ing magnetic field transmitting device transmits an alternat 
ing current magnetic field as an electric power conveying 
magnetic field. The alternating current magnetic field trans 
mitting devices are installed on the Surface of the running 
path of the moving body at a lateral center line of a running 
lane of the running path at predetermined intervals in the 
longitudinal direction and used for Sequentially receiving the 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitted by the 
electric power conveying magnetic transmitting device 
while the moving body is moving. The alternating current 
magnetic field transmitting device driving units are used for 
Sequentially driving the alternating current magnetic field 
transmitting devices on the basis of the electric power 
conveying magnetic field received from the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices So that the alter 
nating current magnetic field transmitting devices each 
transmit an alternating current magnetic field. The alternat 
ing current magnetic field receiving unit is installed on the 
lower portion of the moving body and used for Sequentially 
receiving the alternating current magnetic fields transmitted 
by the alternating current magnetic field transmitting devices 
while the moving body is moving. A lateral position detect 
ing unit is provided on the moving body and used for 
detecting a lateral position of the moving body on the basis 
of the alternating current magnetic fields Sequentially 
received by the alternating current magnetic field receiving 
unit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects, features and advantages of the present 
invention will be made more apparent by the following 
detailed description with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. In the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a Schematic view showing an entire System of 
the present invention, including markers on a road and a pair 
of magnetic field receiving devices on a vehicle, 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an electrical circuit of 
a first embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a graph showing relations between alternating 
current electromotive forces generated by two magnetic field 
receiving devices employed in the first embodiment shown 
in FIG. 2 and a distance; 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing operations carried out by a 
microcomputer employed in the first embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a map showing a relation among the distance, a 
Voltage and a voltage ratio, 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing an electrical circuit of 
a Second embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a detailed circuit diagram of a driving Signal 
generating circuit employed in the Second embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a detailed circuit of a driving Signal generating 
circuit employed in the Second embodiment; 
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FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing operations carried out by a 
microcomputer employed in the Second embodiment; 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a third embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 11A is a schematic view showing positions of 
magnetic field receiving devices and a marker employed in 
the third embodiment; 

FIG. 11B is a waveform chart showing Signals generated 
by the magnetic field receiving devices shown in FIG. 11A; 

FIG. 12A is a schematic view showing positions of 
magnetic field receiving devices and a marker employed in 
the third embodiment; 

FIG. 12B is a waveform chart showing Signals generated 
by the magnetic field receiving devices shown in FIG. 12A; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing operations carried out by 
a microcomputer employed in the third embodiment; 

FIG. 14 is a map showing a relation among a distance and 
Voltages; 

FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a fourth embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a time charts of Signals generated by a control 
Signal generating circuit, a pulse signal generating circuit 
and an output circuit employed in the fourth embodiment; 

FIG. 17 is a schematic view showing a basis for Equation 
(1); and 

FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing a fifth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

<First Embodiment> 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a plurality of markers 20 are 

installed on the Surface of a road 10 along the lateral center 
line Cr at the lateral center of a travel lane 10a of the road 
10 at predetermined intervals. The center line Cr is at the 
middle between lane marks 11 and 12 on both sides of the 
road 

The markers 20 are each an electromagnetic coil con 
nected to a driving Signal generating circuit 30. It should be 
noted that the center axis of each of the markers 20 is 
oriented in the vertical direction against the road Surface. 

The driving Signal generating circuit 30 comprises a direct 
current power supply 31 and an oscillation circuit 32. The 
oscillation circuit 32 oscillates with electric power Supplied 
by the direct current power Supply 31, generating a pulse 
Signal at a predetermined frequency. 

The driving Signal generating circuit 30 also includes a 
driving circuit 33 and a capacitor 34 which forms a series 
resonance circuit in conjunction with the marker 20. The 
driving circuit 33 comprises transistors 33a and 33b which 
are driven into a conduction State alternately by pulses of the 
oscillating pulse Signal generated by the oscillation circuit 
32. 
A pulse Voltage appearing at the junction terminal 

between the transistors 33a and 33b is applied to the 
capacitor 34 of the Series resonance circuit, causing Series 
resonance to take place in the Series resonance circuit 
comprising the marker 20 and the capacitor 34 at a fixed 
resonance frequency. As a result, the marker 20 generates an 
alternating current electromotive force having a sinusoidal 
waveform due to electromagnetic induction. 

The alternating current electromotive force generated by 
the marker 20 causes an alternating current magnetic field to 
be radiated. It should be noted that each of the driving signal 
generating circuits 30 can be installed in the road 10 along 
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4 
with the marker 20 associated with the driving signal 
generating circuit 30 or at a proper location in close proX 
imity to the road 10. 
A main body S is installed at a proper location in a 

vehicle. The main body is provided with a pair of magnetic 
field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b each for receiving the 
alternating current magnetic field transmitted by the maker 
20. As shown in FIG. 1, the magnetic field receiving devices 
40a and 40b are installed typically on the front bumper B of 
the vehicle at positions Symmetrical with respect to the 
center line of the bumper B in the lateral direction. It should 
be noted that the lateral line of the bumper generally 
coincides with the center line Cr of the vehicle shown in 
FIG. 2. 
The magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b are 

each an electromagnetic coil. The electromagnetic coils of 
the magnetic field receiving devices 40a and 40b have a 
uniform shape and are wound in the same winding direction. 
The center lines of the magnetic field receiving devices 40a 
and 40b are both oriented in the vertical direction. 
When receiving the alternating current magnetic field 

from the maker 20, the magnetic field receiving devices 40a 
and 40b responds electromagnetically to the magnetic field 
generated by the markers 20, generating alternating current 
electromotive forces Va and Vb respectively. The distance 
from the longitudinal direction center line Cv of the vehicle 
to the longitudinal direction center line Cr of the road 10 be 
denoted by a symbol L in FIG. 2. In this case, the relation 
between the alternating current electromotive force Vagen 
erated by the magnetic field receiving device 4.0a and the 
distance L is represented by curve denoted by a symbol Pin 
FIG. 3. On the other hand, the relation between the alter 
nating current electromotive force Vb generated by the 
magnetic field receiving device 40b and the distance L is 
represented by curve denoted by a symbol Q in FIG. 3. 

Here, the positive value of the distance Lindicates that the 
longitudinal direction center line Cv of the vehicle is located 
on the right Side of the longitudinal direction center line Cr 
of the road 10 as seen in the forward moving direction of the 
vehicle. On the contrary, the negative value of the distance 
L indicates that the longitudinal direction center line CV of 
the vehicle is located on the left side of the longitudinal 
direction center line Cr of the road 10 as seen in the forward 
moving direction of the vehicle as shown in FIG. 2. Finally, 
a Zero value of the distance L indicates that the longitudinal 
direction center line Cv of the vehicle coincides with the 
longitudinal direction center line Cr of the road 10. 
The apparatus main body S is provided with a pair of 

capacitors 50a and 50b, a pair of voltage detecting circuits 
60a and 60b and a microcomputer 70. The capacitor 50a 
constitutes a parallel resonance circuit in conjunction with 
the magnetic field receiving device 40a. The alternating 
current electromotive force Va generated by the magnetic 
field receiving device 4.0a causes resonance to occur in the 
parallel resonance circuit, generating a resonance Voltage 
with a sinusoidal waveform between the terminals of the 
capacitor 50a. Similarly, the capacitor 50b constitutes a 
parallel resonance circuit in conjunction with the magnetic 
field receiving device 40b. The alternating current electro 
motive force Vb generated by the magnetic field receiving 
device 40b causes resonance to occur in the parallel reso 
nance circuit, generating a resonance Voltage with a sinu 
soidal waveform between the terminals of the capacitor 50b. 
The voltage detecting circuit 60a detects the amplitude of 

the resonance Voltage appearing acroSS the capacitor 50a, 
generating a detection Voltage Vda. Similarly, the Voltage 
detecting circuit 60b detects the amplitude of the resonance 
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Voltage appearing acroSS the capacitor 50b, generating a 
detection Voltage Vdb. 

The microcomputer 70 executes a programmed proceSS 
shown by a flowchart of in FIG. 4, computing the distance 
L from the detection voltages Vda and Vdb generated by the 
voltage detecting circuits 60a and 60b respectively. It should 
be noted that the program is stored in a ROM unit employed 
in the microcomputer 70. 

In the first embodiment, during the execution of the 
program, a map shown in FIG. 5 is used as data for finding 
the distance L. For a value Vmi of a voltage Vm and a value 
RV of a Voltage ratio RV, the map provides a value Li for 
the distance L. It should be noted that the values of the 
suffixes i and j of Vmi, RV and Lij are i=0, 1, 2, - - - andj=0, 
1, 2, - - - . The map shown in FIG. 5 is stored in the ROM 
unit employed in the microcomputer 70. 

If the detection Voltage Vda is equal to or higher than the 
detection voltage Vdb, Vdb/Vda is taken as the value RV of 
the Voltage ratio RV and the detection Voltage Vda is taken 
as the value Vmi of the voltage Vm. If the detection voltage 
Vda is lower than the detection voltage Vdb, on the other 
hand, Vda/Vdb is taken as the value RV of the voltage ratio 
RV and the detection voltage Vdb is taken as the value Vmi 
the voltage Vm. 

The microcomputer 70 starts execution of the program of 
FIG. 4 while the vehicle is running along the travel lane 10a 
of the road 10. 
When the driving signal generating circuits 30 drive the 

markers 20 to generate alternating current magnetic fields, 
while the vehicle is running, the magnetic field receiving 
devices 4.0a and 40b receive the alternating current magnetic 
fields generated by the markers 20, generating alternating 
current electromotive forces Va and Vb respectively. 

In this case, even if a Static magnetic field is generated by 
a bridge in close proximity to the vehicle or the geomag 
netism of the earth and received by the magnetic receiving 
devices 40a and 40b, the alternating current electromotive 
forces are not affected by the Static magnetic field because 
the Static magnetic field does not change instantaneously. 

Not affected by such a static magnetic field, the values of 
alternating current electromotive forces Va and Vb can be 
assured with a high degree of accuracy and determined only 
by the alternating current magnetic fields transmitted by the 
markers 20. 
When alternating current electromotive forces Va and Vb 

generated by the magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a and 
40b causes resonance to occur in the parallel resonance 
circuits comprising the magnetic field receiving devices 40a 
and 40b and the capacitors 50a and 50b, generating reso 
nance Voltages each with a sinusoidal waveform between the 
terminals of the capacitors 50a and 50b. 

If the parallel resonance circuits are designed So that the 
resonance Voltages appearing acroSS the capacitorS 50a and 
50b each resonate at a resonance frequency different from 
frequencies caused by external disturbances Such as natural 
phenomena around the vehicle, originators of the resonance 
Voltage can be limited to the alternating current magnetic 
fields generated by the markers 20, making the resonance 
Voltages immune from external disturbances. 

Then, the voltage detecting circuits 60a and 60b detect the 
amplitudes of the resonance Voltages appearing across the 
capacitors 50a and 50b respectively, generating the detec 
tion voltages Vda and Vdb respectively. 

In this case, the alternating current electromotive forces 
generated by the magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a and 
40b are both not affected by the magnetic flux of a static 
magnetic field and the resonance Voltages appearing acroSS 
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6 
the capacitors 50a and 50b are thus not affected by a variety 
of external disturbances. As a result, the detection Voltages 
Vda and Vdb have values with an accuracy not affected by 
a Static magnetic field and a variety of external disturbances 
either. 
The program shown in FIG. 4 begins with step 100 at 

which the detection voltages Vda and Vdb generated by the 
voltage detecting circuits 60a and 60b respectively are read 
and converted into digital data by the microcomputer 70. For 
the Sake of convenience, digital conversion Voltages repre 
Sented by the digital data are referred to hereafter as the 
detection Voltages Vda and Vdb. The program then goes on 
to step 110 at which the microcomputer 70 compares the 
detection voltages Vda and Vdb with each other to deter 
mine which Voltage is higher. 

If the detection Voltage Vda is equal to or higher than the 
detection voltage Vdb, that is, if the outcome of the deter 
mination at Step 110 is YES, the program proceeds to Step 
111 at which the value Vmi of the voltage Vm is set at Vda 
and the value RV of the voltage ratio RV is found by 
computing a ratio of vdb to Vda (Vdb/Vda). 

Then, the program continues to step 120 at which the 
value Li of the distance L is found from the map data shown 
in FIG. 5 by using the detection voltage Vda as the value 
Vmi and the ratio (Vdb/Vda) as the value RV. In this case, 
if i=1 and j=0, for example, L10 is found as the value Lij of 
the distance L. 

After the value Lij of the distance is determined, the 
program goes on to Step 130 to determine whether the 
distance L is positive or negative. In the present case, Since 
the detection Voltage Vda is equal to or higher than the 
detection Voltage Vdb, the outcome of the determination at 
Step 130 is YES, indicating that the distance L is not 
negative. In this case, the program proceeds to Step 131 at 
which the value Lij of the distance L is output as a positive 
value or a Zero. The positive or Zero output value Lij of the 
distance L represents a detected lateral position of the 
vehicle. 

If the detection voltage Vda is lower than the detection 
voltage Vdb, on the other hand, the outcome of the deter 
mination at step 110 is NO. In this case, the program 
proceeds to step 112 at which the value Vmi of the voltage 
Vm is set at Vdb and the value RV of the voltage ratio RV 
is found by computing a ratio of Vda to Vdb (Vda/Vdb). 

Then, the program continues to step 120 at which the 
value Li of the distance L is found from the map data shown 
in FIG. 5 by using the detection voltage Vdb as the value 
Vmi and the ratio (Vda/Vdb) as the value Rvi. 

After the value Lij of the distance is determined, the 
program goes on to Step 130 to determine whether the 
distance L is positive or negative. In the present case, Since 
the detection Voltage Vda is lower than the detection Voltage 
vdb, the outcome of the determination at step 130 is NO, 
indicating that the distance L is negative. In this case, the 
program proceeds to Step 132 at which the value Lij of the 
distance L is output as a negative value. The negative output 
value Lij of the distance L represents a detected lateral 
position of the vehicle. 

In this case, Since the detection Voltages Vda and Vdb each 
have a value with an accuracy that is not affected by a Static 
magnetic field and external disturbances, the lateral position 
of the vehicle can also be detected with a commensurate 
degree of accuracy. 
<Second Embodiment> 

Next, referring to FIGS. 6 to 9 showing a second 
embodiment, a driving Signal generating circuit 30A is 
connected to each of the markers 20. In addition, an electric 
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power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 and 
a driving Signal generating circuit 30B are used in the 
apparatus main body S. 
AS shown in FIG. 7, the driving Signal generating circuit 

30A comprises a capacitor 35 constituting a parallel reso 
nance circuit in conjunction with the marker 20, a Voltage 
rectifying circuit 36 connected to the capacitor 35, a capaci 
tor 37 forming an electric charge accumulating circuit in 
conjunction with the Voltage rectifying circuit 36 and an 
oscillation circuit 38 driven by the capacitor 37. 
When the marker 20 receives electric power of a magnetic 

field generated by the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device 80, the marker 20 generates alter 
nating current electric power by electromagnetic induction, 
causing parallel resonance in conjunction with the capacitor 
35. As a result, a resonance Voltage with a sinusoidal 
waveform is output from the capacitor 35 to the voltage 
rectifying circuit 36. 

The voltage rectifying circuit 36 rectifies the sinusoidal 
resonance Voltage coming from the capacitor 35, accumu 
lating electric charge of the rectified Voltage in the capacitor 
37. Supplied with electric charge by the capacitor 37, the 
oscillation circuit 38 oscillates, causing parallel resonance to 
take place in the parallel resonance circuit. As a result, the 
marker 20 transmits alternating current magnetic field as a 
resonance magnetic field. 

Used for Supplying electric power to the markers 20, the 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 
80 is implemented by an electromagnetic coil. The electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 is 
installed at the lateral center of the bumper B of a vehicle. 
The center axis of the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device 80 is oriented in the vertical direc 
tion. In addition, in order to assure a Sufficient Supply of 
electric power, the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 has the opening area larger than the 
opening area of each of the markers 20. 
AS shown in FIG. 8, the driving Signal generating circuit 

30B has the similar circuit configuration as the driving 
Signal generating circuit 30 shown in FIG. 2. In the case of 
the driving Signal generating circuit 30B, however, the 
oscillation circuit 32 is connected to the microcomputer 70 
and the Series resonance circuit comprises the capacitor 34 
and the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device 80 in place of the marker 20. 

Driven by the driving circuit 33, the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 generates 
Series resonance in conjunction with the capacitor 34, trans 
mitting an alternating current magnetic field as an electric 
power conveying magnetic field. 
As shown in FIG. 9, the microcomputer 70 starts its 

operation from Step 10Oa to issues an oscillation command 
to the oscillation circuit 32 employed in the driving Signal 
generating circuit 30B. Supplied with electric power by the 
direct current power Supply 31, the oscillation circuit 32 
employed in the driving Signal generating circuit 30B oscil 
lates as requested by the oscillation command. When the 
oscillation circuit 32 oscillates, the driving circuit 33 puts 
the Series resonance circuit comprising the capacitor 34 and 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device 80 in a state of series resonance as is the case with the 
first embodiment. As a result, the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device 80 transmits an alternat 
ing current magnetic field as an electric power conveying 
magnetic field. 
When the marker 20 receives the electric power convey 

ing magnetic field from the electric power conveying mag 
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8 
netic field transmitting device 80, the marker 20 lets parallel 
resonance take place in conjunction with the capacitor 35, 
accumulating electric charge in the capacitor 37 by way of 
the voltage rectifying circuit 36. Supplied with electric 
power by the capacitor 37, the oscillation circuit 38 
oscillates, causing parallel resonance to take place in the 
parallel resonance circuit. As a result, the marker 20 trans 
mits an alternating current magnetic field as a resonance 
magnetic field. 
Much like the first embodiment, the magnetic field receiv 

ing devices 4.0a and 40b receive the alternating current 
magnetic fields generated by the markers 20, generating 
alternating current electromotive forces Va and Vb respec 
tively. 

Then, the program goes on to step 100 at which the 
detection Voltages Vda and Vdb generated by the Voltage 
detecting circuits 60a and 60b respectively are read by the 
microcomputer 70. Much like the first embodiment, the 
detection voltages Vda and Vdb are results of detection of 
the alternating current electromotive forces Va and Vb 
through the capacitors 50a and 50b respectively. 

Subsequent process steps carried out at steps 110 to 132 
are the same as those of the first embodiment. As described 
above, in the case of the Second embodiment, the electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 and 
the driving Signal generating circuit 30B are provided in the 
vehicle, and the electric power conveying magnetic field 
generated by electromagnetic induction by the electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 is 
transmitted to the markers 20. Receiving the electric power 
conveying magnetic field, the markers 20 each generate an 
alternating current magnetic field, to provide the same effect 
as the first embodiment. 
<Third Embodiment> 

In a third embodiment shown in FIGS. 10 to 14, two 
magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B as well as two 
voltage detecting circuits 60A and 60B are newly added to 
the apparatus main body S of the Second embodiment. 
The magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B are 

installed typically on the front bumper B of the vehicle at 
positions Symmetrical with respect to the lateral center of the 
bumper B. The magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 
40B are each an electromagnetic coil. The electromagnetic 
coils of the magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B 
have a uniform shape and are wound in the Same direction. 
The magnetic field receiving device 40A is in a crossing 

relation against the magnetic field receiving device 4.0a at 
the center of the magnetic field receiving device 40a. 
Similarly, the magnetic field receiving device 40B is in a 
crossing relation against the magnetic field receiving device 
40b at the center of the magnetic field receiving device 40b. 

Thus, the center axis of the magnetic field receiving 
device 40A is perpendicular to the center axis of the mag 
netic field receiving device 4.0a and the center axis of the 
magnetic field receiving device 40B is perpendicular to the 
center axis of the magnetic field receiving device 40b. In the 
orthogonal coordinate system shown in FIG. 10, the forward 
moving direction of the vehicle is taken as the X axis 
direction, the axis direction of the magnetic field receiving 
devices 4.0a and 40b is taken as the Z axis direction and the 
axis direction of the magnetic field receiving devices 40A 
and 40B is taken as the Y axis direction. 

In this arrangement, the two magnetic field receiving 
devices 40A and 40B each receive an alternating current 
magnetic field generated by the marker 20, generating an 
alternating current electromotive force. 
When the marker 20 is located between the two magnetic 

field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b as shown in FIG. 11A, 
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the alternating current electromotive forces generated by the 
two magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B have 
phases opposite to each other as shown in FIG. 11B. On the 
other hand, the alternating current electromotive forces 
generated by the two magnetic field receiving devices 40a 
and 40b have the same phase as shown in FIG. 11B. 
When the marker 20 is located on the left side of the 

magnetic field receiving device 4.0a as shown in FIG. 12A, 
the alternating current electromotive forces generated by the 
two magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B have the 
Same phase as shown in FIG. 12B. Likewise, the alternating 
current electromotive forces generated by the two magnetic 
field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b also have the same phase 
as shown in FIG. 12B. 

In the case of the locations of the marker 20 shown in 
FIGS. 11A and 12A, the marker 20 is closer to the magnetic 
field receiving devices 40A than to the magnetic field 
receiving devices 40B. As a result, the alternating current 
electromotive force generated by the magnetic field receiv 
ing device 40A is greater than that generated by the magnetic 
field receiving device 408. Likewise, the marker 20 is closer 
to the magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a than to the 
magnetic field receiving devices 40b. As a result, the alter 
nating current electromotive force generated by the mag 
netic field receiving device 4.0a is greater than that generated 
by the magnetic field receiving device 40b. 

Forming a parallel resonance circuit in conjunction with 
the magnetic field receiving device 40A, a capacitor 50A 
causes parallel resonance in the parallel resonance circuit 
including the magnetic field receiving device 40A, generat 
ing a resonance Voltage. Likewise, forming a parallel reso 
nance circuit with the magnetic field receiving device 40B, 
a capacitor 50B causes parallel resonance in the parallel 
resonance circuit including the magnetic field receiving 
device 40B, generating a resonance Voltage. 

The voltage detecting circuit 60A detects the amplitude of 
the resonance Voltage generated by the capacitor 50A, 
generating a detection Voltage Vday. Similarly, the Voltage 
detecting circuit 60B detects the amplitude of the resonance 
Voltage generated by the capacitor 50B, generating a detec 
tion voltage Vdby. In the third embodiment, the voltage 
detecting circuits 60a and 60b detect the amplitudes of the 
resonance voltages generated by the capacitors 50a and 50b 
respectively, generating detection Voltages Vdaz and VdbZ 
respectively as is the case with the first embodiment. The 
detection voltages Vdaz and Vdbz are the same as the 
detection voltages Vda and Vdb in the first embodiment. 

The microcomputer 70 executes a program shown by a 
flowchart of FIG. 13 in place of the flowchart of FIG. 9. In 
addition, in the case of the third embodiment, a map shown 
in FIG. 14 is used as data for finding the distance L in place 
of the map shown in FIG. 5. The map shown in FIG. 14 is 
provided for finding a value Li of the distance L from a 
value Vyi of a voltage Vy and a value Vz of a voltage VZ 
where the Voltages Vy and VZ are the detection Voltages 
described as follows. 

If the amplitude of the detection Voltage Vday generated 
by the Voltage detecting circuit 60A is greater than the 
amplitude of the detection voltage Vdby generated by the 
voltage detecting circuit 60B, the detection voltages Vday 
and Vdaz are taken as values Vyi and VZ of the voltages Vy 
and VZ respectively. If the amplitude of the detection voltage 
Vdby generated by the voltage detecting circuit 60B is 
greater than the amplitude of the detection Voltage Vday 
generated by the Voltage detecting circuit 60A, on the other 
hand, the detection voltages Vdby and Vdbz are taken as 
values Vyi and Viz of the voltages Vy and VZ respectively. 
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It should be noted that the suffixes i and j of the values Vyi 

and VZ are 0, 1, 2, - - - and so on. The map shown in FIG. 
14 is stored in the ROM unit of the microcomputer 70 in 
advance in place of the map shown in FIG. 5. 
As shown in FIG. 13, the microcomputer 70 issues at step 

100a an oscillation command as is the case with the second 
embodiment. As a result, the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device 80 transmits an alternat 
ing current magnetic field as an electric power conveying 
magnetic field to the marker 20. Receiving the electric 
power conveying magnetic field from the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80, the marker 
20 transmits an alternating current magnetic field. Receiving 
the alternating current magnetic field from the marker 20, 
the two magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b and the 
two magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B each 
generate an alternating current electromotive force. 
The two magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B 

are not affected by a Static magnetic field discussed in the 
description of the first embodiment as is the case with the 
two magnetic field receiving devices 4.0a and 40b. 

Thus, the alternating current electromotive forces gener 
ated by the two magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 
40B each have a value with an accuracy determined only by 
the alternating current magnetic field transmitted by the 
marker 20 much like the two magnetic field receiving 
devices 4.0a and 40b. 
AS described above, when the two magnetic field receiv 

ing devices 40a and 40b and the two magnetic field receiv 
ing devices 40A and 40B each receive an alternating current 
magnetic field from the marker 20 and generate an alternat 
ing current electromotive force, a resonance Voltage with a 
Sinusoidal Waveform appears acroSS each of the capacitors 
50a, 50b, 50A and 50B. 

If the resonance circuits are designed So that the reso 
nance Voltages appearing acroSS the capacitorS50A and 50B 
each resonate at a resonance frequency different from fre 
quencies caused by external disturbances Such as natural 
phenomena around the vehicle as is the case with the 
resonance frequency of the resonance Voltages appearing 
across the capacitors 50a and 50b, originators of the reso 
nance Voltage can be limited to the alternating current 
magnetic fields generated by the markers 20, making the 
resonance Voltages immune from external disturbances. 

Then, much like the first embodiment, the two voltage 
detecting circuits 60a and 60b generate the detection volt 
ages Vdaz and VdbZ respectively. In addition, the Voltage 
detecting circuit 60A detects the amplitude of a resonance 
Voltage appearing across the capacitor 50A, generating the 
detection Voltage Vday whereas the Voltage detecting circuit 
60B detects the amplitude of a resonance Voltage appearing 
acroSS the capacitor 50B, generating the detection Voltage 
Vdby. 
AS described above, in this case, the alternating current 

electromotive forces generated by both the magnetic field 
receiving devices 40A and 40B are not affected by the 
magnetic flux of a Static magnetic field and the resonance 
Voltages appearing acroSS the capacitors 50A and 50B are 
not affected by a variety of external disturbances. As a result, 
the detection voltages Vday and Vdby have values with an 
accuracy not affected by a Static magnetic field and a variety 
of external disturbances either as is the case with the 
detection voltages Vdaz and Vdbz. 

Then, the program shown in FIG. 13 goes on to step 100A 
at which the detection voltages Vday, Vdby, Vdaz and vabz 
generated by the voltage detecting circuits 60A, 60B, 60a 
and 60b respectively are read and converted into digital data 
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by the microcomputer 70. The digital conversion voltages 
represented by the digital data are referred to hereafter as the 
detection voltages Vday, Vdby, Vdaz and Vdbz. 

The program then goes on to step 140 at which the 
microcomputer 70 compares the detection Voltages Vday 
and Vdby with each other to determine which voltage is 
higher. If the detection Voltage Vday is equal to or higher 
than the detection voltage Vdby, that is, if the outcome of the 
determination at step 140 is YES, the program proceeds to 
step 141 at which the detection voltage Vday is used as the 
value Vyi of the Voltage Vy. The program then goes on to 
step 142 at which the detection voltage Vdaz is used as the 
value VZ of the voltage VZ. 

Then, the program continues to step 120A at which the 
value Li of the distance L is found from the map data shown 
in FIG. 14 by using the detection voltage Vday as the value 
Vyi and the detection voltage Vdaz as the value VZ. In this 
case, if i=1 and j=0, for example, L10 is found as the value 
Li of the distance L. 

After the value Lij of the distance is determined, the 
program goes on to Step 130A to determine whether the 
distance L is positive or negative. In the present case, Since 
the detection Voltage Vday is equal to or higher than the 
detection Voltage Vdby, the outcome of the determination at 
step 130a is YES, indicating that the distance L is not 
negative. In this case, the program proceeds to Step 131 at 
which the value Lij of the distance L is output as a positive 
value or a Zero. The positive or Zero output value Li of the 
distance L represents a detected lateral position of the 
vehicle. 

If the detection voltage Vday is lower than the detection 
voltage Vdby, on the other hand, the outcome of the deter 
mination at step 140 is NO. In this case, the program 
proceeds to step 143 at which the detection voltage Vdby is 
used as the value Vyi of the voltage Vy. The program then 
goes on to step 144 at which the detection voltage Vdbz is 
used as the value Vz of the voltage VZ. 

Then, the program continues to step 120A at which the 
value Li of the distance L is found from the map data shown 
in FIG. 14 by using the detection voltage Vdby as the value 
Vyi and the detection voltage Vdbz as the value VZ. 

After the value Lij of the distance is determined, the 
program goes on to Step 130A to determine whether the 
distance L is positive or negative. In the present case, Since 
the detection voltage Vday is lower than the detection 
voltage Vdby, the outcome of the determination at step 130A 
is NO, indicating that the distance L is negative. In this case, 
the program proceeds to Step 132 at which the value Li of 
the distance L is output as a negative value. The negative 
output value Li of the distance L represents a detected 
lateral position of the vehicle. 

In this case, Since the detection Voltages Vday, Vdby, 
Vdaz and Vdbz, each have a value with an accuracy that is 
not affected by a Static magnetic field and external 
disturbances, the lateral position of the vehicle can also be 
detected with a commensurate degree of accuracy. 
<Fourth Embodiment> 

In a fourth embodiment shown in FIGS. 15 to 17, a 
driving Signal generating circuit 90 is employed in place of 
the driving Signal generating circuit 30B employed in the 
third embodiment. 
AS shown in FIG. 15, the driving Signal generating circuit 

90 comprises a control Signal generating circuit 91. Con 
trolled by the microcomputer 70, the control Signal gener 
ating circuit 91 oscillates, generating a control Signal with a 
pulse width of t and at a period of t2 as shown in FIG. 16. 

By limiting the duration of an output signal generated by 
the output circuit 94 as shown in FIG. 16, the amount of 
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12 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 
80 can be reduced. However, if the period t2 is too long for 
a given pulse width t1, the marker 20 may miss a detection 
of an electric power conveying magnetic field generated by 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device 80. 

In order to avoid an erroneous detection by the markers 
20, the period t2 is determined as follows, assuming that 
notation timax denote a maximum time interval that can 
avoid the erroneous detection by the markers 20. In this case, 
timax is required to Satisfy the following equation: 

where the Symbol V in equation (1) represents the maximum 
running speed of the vehicle and the symbol X1 the width of 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device 80 in the forward moving direction of the vehicle (the 
X axis direction), that is, the width in the X direction of an 
area of a magnetic field required for Sufficiently Supplying 
electric power to the marker 20. By setting the period t2 to 
Satisfy t2stmax, the erroneous detection the marker 20 can 
be avoided. 

Here, the basis of determining the period t2 in this way is 
explained with reference to FIG. 17 showing changes in 
position of the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 with respect to the markers 20 as seen 
from a location above the road 10 with the lapse of time 
starting at t0. Points of time t1 and t2 shown in FIG. 17 
correspond to the pulse width til and the period t2 of the 
control Signal generated by the control Signal generating 
circuit 91 as shown in FIG. 16. 
At the point of time t1, after the vehicle has run at a 

Velocity V for a period of time t1 in the X direction or in the 
right direction of FIG. 17, the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device 80 also moves by a 
distance of Vxt1 in the X direction as Seen from the Start time 
t). 
At the point of time t2, after the vehicle has run further for 

a period of time (t2-t1) at the velocity v in the X direction, 
the electric power conveying magnetic field device 80 
moves by a distance vxt2 as seen from the start time to. 
An area denoted by the symbol b in FIG. 17 is an overlap 

of an area occupied by the electric power conveying mag 
netic field transmitting device 80 at the time to and an area 
occupied by the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 at the time t2. Assuming that the 
overlap area corresponds to the distance Vxt1. 
At the point of time (t2+t1), after the vehicle has run 

further for a period of time t1 at the velocity v in the X 
direction, the electric power conveying magnetic field trans 
mitting device 80 moves by a distance Vx(t2+t1) as seen 
from the start time to. 
At the point of time t2, the vehicle has moved by the 

distance of Vxt2 in the X direction and the hatched area c is 
obtained by Subtracting the area b from the area occupied by 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device 80. Thus, the hatched area denoted by the symbol c 
at the point of time (t2+t1) represents a segment on the time 
axis during which a power Supply conveying magnetic field 
is transmitted by the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device 80 for the second pulse duration til 
following the point of time t2, that is, a pulse duration 
immediately following the first pulse duration correspond 
ing to the hatched area a. Thus, tmax=(X1/v)-t1 expressed 
by equation (1) holds true. 

That is, if the period t2 is set at such a value that the 
hatched area c of an electric power conveying magnetic field 
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transmitted by the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 at a point of time (t2+t1) is continu 
ous to the hatched area a of an electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitted one period earlier by the electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 at a 
point of time t1 on the time axis or if the relation t2stmax 
is Satisfied as described above, the erroneous detection by 
the marker 20 can be avoided. 

In the present embodiment, the period t2 is Set at Such a 
value that the relation t2stmax is satisfied. It should be 
noted that, if the control Signal generating circuit 91 shown 
in FIG. 15 is designed so that the relation t2stmax is 
Satisfied, an erroneous detection can be avoided. Since trmaX 
is calculated with the maximum velocity V taken as a 
reference as indicated by equation (1), the period t2 is Small 
enough for avoiding the erroneous detection by the marker 
2 also when the vehicle is running at any Velocity lower than 
the maximum velocity V. 

Controlled by the microcomputer 70, the pulse signal 
generating circuit 92 oscillates, generating a pulse Signal at 
a predetermined period. The predetermined period of the 
pulse signal is very short in comparison with the period t2 
of the control Signal. 
An AND gate 93 receives the control signal generated by 

the control Signal generating circuit 91 and the pulse signal 
generated by the pulse signal generating circuit 92, passing 
on the pulse Signal generated by the pulse Signal generating 
circuit 92 only during a period of time t2 between rising and 
falling edges of the control Signal to the output circuit 94. 

The output circuit 94 applies the pulse signal passed on 
thereto by the AND gate 93 to the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device 80. 

In the fourth embodiment, when the microcomputer 70 
issues an oscillation command to the control Signal gener 
ating circuit 91 and the pulse signal generating circuit 92 of 
the driving signal generating circuit 90 at step 100a of FIG. 
13, the control signal generating circuit 91 and the pulse 
Signal generating circuit 92 generate the control Signal and 
the pulse Signal respectively. 

In this way, the AND gate 93 receives the control signal 
generated by the control Signal generating circuit 91 and the 
pulse signal generated by the pulse signal generating circuit 
92, passing on the pulse signal only during each pulse 
duration t1 of the control Signal to the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device 80 by way of 
the output circuit 94. 

Supplied with the pulse generated by the pulse Signal 
generating circuit 92 during each pulse duration t1 of the 
control Signal generated by the control Signal generating 
circuit 91, the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 transmits an alternating current mag 
netic field as an electric power conveying magnetic field. 
Receiving the electric power conveying magnetic field, the 
marker 20 transmits an alternating current magnetic field 
during each pulse duration t1 to the magnetic field receiving 
devices 40a, 40b, 40A and 40B which in turn each generate 
an alternating current electromotive force. 

Detection Voltages are generated by the Voltage detecting 
circuits 60a, 60b, 60A and 60B during each pulse duration 
t1, accompanying the alternating current electromotive 
forces. Thus, processing carried out by the microcomputer 
70 after step 100A is based on the detection voltages 
generated by the voltage detecting circuits 60a, 60b, 60A 
and 60B during each pulse duration til, being the same as the 
third embodiment described above. 
AS described above, in the fourth embodiment, the cal 

culation of the distance L in the third embodiment is based 
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on the electric power conveying magnetic field transmitted 
by the electric power conveying magnetic field 80 only 
during each pulse duration t1, reducing the amount of energy 
consumed by the lateral position detecting apparatus for 
each pulse duration ti by an amount corresponding to a 
period (t2-t1). 

Since the time duration t2 is Set at a value not exceeding 
timax as described above, areas in the forward moving 
direction of the vehicle in which the electric power convey 
ing magnetic field 80 Supplies electric power to the markers 
20 through a magnetic field are contiguous on the time axis. 
AS a result, there is no erroneous detection of the alternating 
current magnetic field by the magnetic field receiving 
devices 40a, 40b, 40A and 40B due to the erroneous 
detection of the electric power conveying magnetic field by 
the marker 20. Otherwise, the fourth embodiment provides 
the same effect as the third embodiment. 
<Fifth Embodiment> 

In a fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 18, a driving signal 
generating circuit 3.0C is employed in place of the driving 
Signal generating circuit 30A employed in the Second 
embodiment. 
The driving Signal generating circuit 3.0C has the same 

configuration as the driving Signal generating circuit 30A 
except that an oscillation circuit of the driving Signal gen 
erating circuit 3.0C (which corresponds to the oscillation 
circuit 38) puts the marker 20 and a capacitor 
(corresponding to the capacitor 35) in a parallel resonance 
State at a Selected resonance frequency f2 different from the 
resonance frequency f1 of the Series resonance circuit com 
prising the electric power conveying magnetic field trans 
mitting device 80 and the capacitor 34 of the driving signal 
generating circuit 30B. 

Thus, in the fifth embodiment, the frequency of the 
electric power conveying magnetic field received by the 
marker 20 from the electric power conveying magnetic field 
transmitting device 80 is different from the frequency of the 
alternating current magnetic field received by the two mag 
netic field receiving devices 40a and 40b from the marker 
2O. 
AS a result, the resonance frequency of an electric power 

conveying magnetic field generated by an electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device employed in a 
lateral position detecting apparatus mounted on another 
vehicle which may be equal to the resonance frequency f1 is 
different from the resonance frequency f2. 

Thus, even if the two magnetic field receiving devices 40a 
and 40b of this vehicle receive an electric power conveying 
magnetic field generated by an electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device employed in a lateral 
position detecting apparatus mounted on another vehicle, no 
alternating current electromotive forces are generated. That 
is, electromotive forces are generated only upon reception of 
an alternating current magnetic field having the resonance 
frequency f2. 
AS a result, the two magnetic field receiving devices 40a 

and 40b never detect the distance Lerroneously by reception 
of an electric power conveying magnetic field from another 
vehicle, thus providing the Same effect as the Second 
embodiment. 

It should be noted that, in the present invention, the 
driving Signal generating circuit 90 employed in the fourth 
embodiment can be used as a Substitute not only for the 
driving signal generating circuit 30B of the third embodi 
ment but also for the driving Signal generating circuit 30B of 
the Second embodiment. 

Furthermore, the magnetic receiving devices 4.0a and 40b 
shown in FIGS. 2 and 6 respectively can be replaced by the 
magnetic field receiving devices 40A and 40B shown in FIG. 
10. 
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In addition, in the present invention, the parallel reso 
nance circuit comprising the magnetic field receiving device 
40a and the capacitor 50a and the parallel resonance circuit 
comprising the magnetic field receiving device 40b and the 
capacitor 50b shown in FIG. 2 can each be replaced by a 
Series resonance circuit. Similarly, the parallel resonance 
circuit comprising the magnetic field receiving device 40A 
and the capacitor 50A and the parallel resonance circuit 
comprising the magnetic field receiving device 40B and the 
capacitor 50B shown in FIG. 10 can each be replaced by a 
Series resonance circuit. 
On the contrary, the Series resonance circuit comprising 

the marker 20 and the capacitor 34 shown in FIG. 1 can be 
replaced by a parallel resonance circuit. Likewise, the Series 
resonance circuit comprising the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device 80 and the capacitor 34 
shown in FIG. 8 can be replaced by a parallel resonance 
circuit. 

In addition, the present invention can be applied not only 
to a vehicle, but also to an automatic running forklift used 
in a production factory and a variety of other moving bodies. 
We claim: 
1. A lateral position detecting apparatus for detecting a 

lateral position of a moving body, comprising: 
alternating current magnetic field transmitting devices 

installed on a Surface of a running path of the moving 
body at a lateral center line of a running lane of the 
running path at predetermined intervals in a longitudi 
nal direction; 

driving means for driving one of the alternating current 
magnetic field transmitting devices So that the alternat 
ing current magnetic field transmitting device transmits 
an alternating current magnetic field; 

alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
installed on a lower portion of the moving body for 
Sequentially receiving the alternating current magnetic 
fields transmitted by the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting devices while the moving body is 
moving, and 

lateral position detecting means provided on the moving 
body for detecting a lateral position of the moving body 
based on the alternating current magnetic fields Sequen 
tially received by the alternating current magnetic field 
receiving means, 

wherein: 
the alternating current magnetic field transmitting 

devices are each a magnetic field transmitting coil 
having an axis oriented in a vertical direction against 
the running path; 

the driving means each includes oscillation means 
driven by electric power Supplied by a power Supply 
into oscillation and a driving circuit driven by the 
oscillation for driving one of the magnetic field 
transmitting coils associated with the driving means 
So that the magnetic field transmitting coil transmits 
an alternating current magnetic field; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
includes a pair of magnetic field receiving coils 
installed on the lower portion of the moving body at 
positions Symmetrical with respect to a lateral center 
line of the moving body for receiving the alternating 
current magnetic fields transmitted by the transmit 
ting coils while the moving body is moving; 

the lateral position detecting means includes Voltage 
detecting means for detecting the alternating current 
magnetic fields received by the magnetic field 
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receiving coils as detection Voltages, and distance 
determining means for determining a distance from 
the lateral center line of the moving body to the axis 
of the magnetic field transmitting coil from the 
detection Voltages by using data representing rela 
tions among the distance, one of the detection Volt 
ages and a ratio of the another of the detection 
Voltages to the one of the detection voltages, and 

the distance determined by the distance determining 
means is used as a basis for detecting the lateral 
position of the moving body. 

2. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the driving means each have a first capacitor for consti 
tuting a resonance circuit in conjunction with the 
magnetic field transmitting coil; 

the oscillation of the oscillation means causes the reso 
nance circuit to resonate, causing the magnetic field 
transmitting coil to transmit an alternating current 
magnetic field as a resonance magnetic field; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means has 
Second capacitors provided for the magnetic field 
receiving coils to constitute resonance circuits in con 
junction with the respective magnetic field receiving 
coils and the resonance circuits resonate when receiv 
ing the resonance magnetic field; and 

the Voltage detecting means detects an amplitude of a 
resonance output of each Second capacitor of the alter 
nating current magnetic field receiving means associ 
ated with the Voltage detecting means as the detection 
Voltage. 

3. A lateral position detecting apparatus for detecting a 
lateral position of a moving body, the apparatus comprising: 

an electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device installed on a lower portion of the moving body 
moving along a Surface of a running path: 

electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device driving means for driving the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device So that 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting device transmits an alternating current magnetic 
field as an electric power conveying magnetic field; 

alternating current magnetic field transmitting devices 
installed on the Surface of the running path of the 
moving body at a lateral center line of a running lane 
of the running path at predetermined intervals for 
Sequentially receiving the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitted by the electric power con 
veying magnetic transmitting device while the moving 
body is moving; 

alternating current magnetic field transmitting device 
driving means for Sequentially driving the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices based on the 
electric power conveying magnetic field received from 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting devices So that the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting devices each transmit an alternating 
current magnetic field; 

alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
installed on the lower portion of the moving body for 
Sequentially receiving the alternating current magnetic 
fields transmitted by the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting devices while the moving body is 
moving, and 

lateral position detecting means provided on the moving 
body for detecting the lateral position of the moving 
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body on the basis of the alternating current magnetic 
fields Sequentially received by the alternating current 
magnetic field receiving means, 

wherein: 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 

ting device is an electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting coil; 

the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting device driving means drives the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting coil So that the 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
coil transmits the electric power conveying magnetic 
field; 

the alternating current magnetic field transmitting 
devices are each an alternating current magnetic field 
transmitting coil; 

the alternating current magnetic field transmitting 
device driving means each includes electric power 
accumulating means for accumulating electric power 
conveyed by the electric power conveying magnetic 
field received by the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting coil and oscillation means which 
receives electric power from the electric power accu 
mulating means and oscillates, driving the alternat 
ing current magnetic field transmitting coil to trans 
mit the alternating current magnetic field; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
includes a pair of alternating current magnetic field 
receiving coils installed on the lower portion of the 
moving body at positions Symmetrical with respect 
to a lateral center line of the moving body; 

the lateral position detecting means includes Voltage 
detecting means for detecting the alternating current 
magnetic field received by the alternating current 
magnetic field receiving coils respectively and out 
putting each result of detection as a detection 
Voltage, and distance determining means for deter 
mining a distance from the lateral center line of the 
moving body to the axis of the alternating current 
magnetic field transmitting coil from the detection 
Voltages by using data representing relations among 
distance, one of the detection Voltages and a ratio of 
another of the detection Voltages to the one of the 
detection Voltages, and 

the distance determined by the distance determining 
means is used for detecting the lateral position of the 
moving body. 

4. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device driving means includes a periodi 
cally driving means for driving the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device So that the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device transmits the 
electric power conveying magnetic field in a period corre 
sponding to a running Speed of the moving body. 

5. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein the alternating current magnetic field 
transmitting device driving means drives the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices So that the alter 
nating current magnetic field transmitting devices each 
transmit the alternating current magnetic field at a frequency 
different from a frequency at which the electric power 
conveying magnetic field is transmitted by the electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device. 

6. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein: 

the alternating current magnetic field transmitting device 
driving means each have a capacitor constituting a 
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resonance circuit in conjunction with the magnetic field 
transmitting coil So that the resonance circuit is driven 
by the electric power conveying magnetic field 
received by the alternating current magnetic field trans 
mitting coil into resonance; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means has 
capacitors provided for the alternating current magnetic 
field receiving coils to constitute resonance circuits in 
conjunction with the respective magnetic field receiv 
ing coils So that the resonance circuits resonate when 
receiving the resonance magnetic field; and 

the Voltage detecting means detects the amplitude of a 
resonance output of the capacitors of the alternating 
current magnetic field receiving means associated with 
the Voltage detecting means as the detection Voltage. 

7. A lateral position detecting apparatus for detecting a 
lateral position of a moving body, the apparatus comprising: 

an electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device installed on a lower portion of the moving body 
moving along a Surface of a running path; 

electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
device driving means for driving the electric Sower 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device So that 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting device transmits an alternating current magnetic 
field as an electric power conveying magnetic field; 

alternating current magnetic field transmitting devices 
installed on the Surface of the running path of the 
moving body at a lateral center line of a running lane 
of the running path at predetermined intervals for 
Sequentially receiving the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitted by the electric power con 
veying magnetic transmitting device while the moving 
body is moving; 

alternating current magnetic field transmitting device 
driving means for Sequentially driving the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices based on the 
electric power conveying magnetic field received from 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting devices So that the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting devices each transmit an alternating 
current magnetic field; 

alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
installed on the lower portion of the moving body for 
Sequentially receiving the alternating current magnetic 
fields transmitted by the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting devices while the moving body is 
moving, and 

lateral position detecting means provided on the moving 
body for detecting the lateral position of the moving 
body on the basis of the alternating current magnetic 
fields Sequentially received by the alternating current 
magnetic field receiving means, 

wherein: 
the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 

ting device is an electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting coil; 

the electric power conveying magnetic field transmit 
ting device driving means drives the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting coil So that the 
electric power conveying magnetic field transmitting 
coil transmits the electric power conveying magnetic 
field; 

the alternating current magnetic field transmitting 
devices are each an alternating current magnetic field 
transmitting coil; 
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the alternating current magnetic field transmitting 
device driving means each includes electric power 
accumulating means for accumulating electric power 
conveyed by the electric power conveying magnetic 
field received by the alternating current magnetic 
field transmitting coil and oscillation means which 
receives electric power from the electric power accu 
mulating means and oscillates, driving the alternat 
ing current magnetic field transmitting coil to trans 
mit the alternating current magnetic field; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means 
includes a pair of first alternating current magnetic 
field receiving coils installed on the lower portion of 
the moving body at positions Symmetrical with 
respect to the lateral center line of the moving body 
and having an axis perpendicular to the running path, 
and a pair of Second alternating current magnetic 
field receiving coils installed on the lower portion of 
the moving body and crossing the first alternating 
current magnetic field receiving coils at centers of 
the first alternating current magnetic field receiving 
coils respectively; 

the lateral position detecting means includes Voltage 
detecting means for detecting the alternating current 
magnetic fields received by the first alternating cur 
rent magnetic field receiving coils and outputting 
each result of detection as a first detection Voltage 
and Second detection Voltage, and distance determin 
ing means for determining a distance from the lateral 
center line of the moving body to the axis of the 
alternating current magnetic field transmitting coil 
from the first and Second detection Voltages by using 
data representing relations among the distance, one 
of the first detection Voltages and corresponding one 
of the Second detection Voltages, and 

the distance determined by the distance measuring 
means is used for detecting the lateral position of the 
moving body. 

8. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein: 
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the alternating current magnetic field transmitting device 

driving means each have a capacitor constituting a 
resonance circuit in conjunction with the magnetic field 
transmitting coil So that the resonance circuit is driven 
by the electric power conveying magnetic field 
received by the alternating current magnetic field trans 
mitting coil into resonance; 

the alternating current magnetic field receiving means has 
first and Second capacitors constituting resonance cir 
cuits in conjunction with the first alternating current 
magnetic field receiving coils respectively So that the 
resonance circuits resonate when receiving the alter 
nating current magnetic fields received by the first and 
Second alternating current magnetic field receiving 
coils, and 

the Voltage detecting means detects amplitudes of reso 
nance outputs of the first capacitors as the first detec 
tion Voltages and detects amplitudes of resonance out 
puts of the Second capacitors as the Second detection 
Voltages. 

9. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the electric power conveying magnetic 
field transmitting device driving means includes a periodi 
cally driving means for driving the electric power conveying 
magnetic field transmitting device So that the electric power 
conveying magnetic field transmitting device transmits the 
electric power conveying magnetic field in a period corre 
sponding to a running Speed of the moving body. 

10. The lateral position detecting apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the alternating current magnetic field 
transmitting device driving means drives the alternating 
current magnetic field transmitting devices So that the alter 
nating current magnetic field transmitting devices each 
transmit the alternating current magnetic field at a frequency 
different from a frequency at which the electric power 
conveying magnetic field is transmitted by the electric 
power conveying magnetic field transmitting device. 
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