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permanent swap file 

eventually (in five years or more) . See also non­
volatile memo1y . 

permanent swap file \p;;ir' m;;i-n;;int swap' fil \ n. 
In Windows, a file composed of contiguous disk 
sectors used fo r virtual memo1y operations. See 
also swap file, virtual memory,. 

permanent virtual circuit \ p;;ir' m;;i-n;;int v;;ir' -
chOb-;;il s;;ir'k;;it\ n . See PVC. 

permission \p;;ir-mish ' ;;in\ n. In a networked or 
multiuser computer environment, the ability of a 
particular user to access a particular resource by 
means of his or her user account. Permissions are 
granted by the system administrator or other 
authorized per on; these permissions are stored in 
the system (often in a file called a permissions log) 
and are checked when a user attempts to access a 
resource. 

perpendicular recording \ p;;ir-p;;in-dik' y;;i-l;;ir r;;i­
kor'deng\ n. A method of increasing storage 
capacity on magnetic media by aligning the mag­
netic dipoles, whose orientation determines bit 
values, in a direction that is perpendicular to the 
recording surface. Also called vertica l recording. 

persistence \ p;;ir-si , st;;ins \ n. A characteristic of 
some light-emitting materials , such as the phos­
phors used in CRTs, that causes an image to be 
reta ined for a short while after being irradiated, as 
by an electron beam in a CRT. The decay in per­
sistence is sometimes called luminance decay. 

persistent data \ p;;ir-si' st;;int da ' t;;i , dat ' ;;i \ n. Data 
that is stored in a database or on tape so that it is 
retained by the computer between sessions. 

persistent link \p;;ir-si'st;;int lenk ' \ n. See hot link 
(definition 1). 

persistent storage \p;;ir-si' st;;int stor ' ;;ij\ n. Mern-
01y that remains intact when the power to a device 
is turned off, such as ROM. See also memory. 

personal computer \ p;;ir' s;;i-n;;il k;;im-pyOb ' t;;ir\ n . 
A computer designed for use by one person at a 
time. Personal computers do not need to share the 
processing, disk, and printer resources of another 
computer. IBM PC-compatible computers and 
Apple Macintoshes are both examples of personal 
computers. Acrony m: PC (P-C). 

Personal Computer \ p;;ir' s;;i-ml bm-pyOb ' t;;ir\ 
n. See IBM PC. 

Personal Computer Memory Card Interna-
tional Association \ p;;ir' s;;in-;;il bm-pyOb-t;;ir 

phase 

mem' ;;ir-e kard in-t;;ir-nash -;;i-n;;il ;;i-s6' se-a , sh;;in \ 
n. See PCMCIA. 

personal digital assistant \ p;;ir' s;;i-ml dij' i-t;;il ;;i­
si ' st;;int\ n. See PDA. 

personal finance manager \p;;ir' s;;i-n;;il fi 'nans 
man' ;;i-j;;ir\ n. A software application designed to 
assist the user in performing simple financial 
accounting tasks , such as balancing checkbooks 
and paying bills. 

personal information manager \p;;ir' s;;i-n;;il in­
fa r-ma 'sh;;in man' ;;i-j ;;ir\ n. See PIM. 

perspective view \ p;;ir- pek ' tiv vyOb' \ n. In com­
puter graphics , a display method that shows 
objects in three dimen ions (height, width , and 
depth) , with the depth aspect rendered accord ing 
to the desired perspective. An advantage of per-
pective view is that it presents a more accurate 

representation of what the human eye perceives. 
Compare isometric view. 

peta- \pet ' ;;i\ prefix Abbreviated P. Denotes 1 qua­
drillion (1015). In computing, which is ba eel on 
the binary (base-2) numbering system, peta- has a 
literal value of l ,125,899,906,842 ,624, which is the 
power of 2 (250) closest to 1 quadrillion. 

petabyte \ pet ' ;;i-b1t'\ n. Abbreviated PB. Either 1 
quadrillion bytes or l ,125,899,906,842 ,624 bytes. 

.pg \dot' P-G ' \ n. On the Internet, the major geo­
graphic domain specifying that an address is 
located in Papua New Guinea. 

PGA \P'G-A' \ n. See pin grid array, Professional 
Graphics Adapter. 

PgDn key \paj-doun ' ke' \ n . See Page Down key. 
PGP \P' G-P ' \ n . Acronym for Pretty Good Pri­

vacy. A program for public key enc1yption, using 
the RSA algorithm, developed by Philip Zimmer­
mann. PGP software is available in unsupported 
free versions and supported commercial versions. 
See also privacy, public key encryption, RSA 
encryption. 

PgUp key \paj-up ' ke' \ n . See Page Up key. 
.ph \clot' P-H ' \ n. On the Internet, the major geo­

graphic domain specifying that an address i 
located in the Philippines. 

phase \faz\ n. A relative measurement that 
describes the temporal relationship between two 
signals that have the same frequency. Phase is 
measured in degrees , with one fu ll oscillation 
cycle having 360 degrees. The phase of one signal 
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