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permanent swap file

eventually (in five years or more). See also non-
volatile memory.

permanent swap file \por'mo-nont swip”~ fil\ 7.
In Windows, a file composed of contiguous disk
sectors used for virtual memory operations. See
also swap file, virtual memory.

permanent virtual circuit \por ma-nont
chGo-al sar’kat\ 7. See PVC.

permission \por-mish’an\ 7. In a networked or
multiuser computer environment, the ability of a
particular user to access a particular resource by

var -

means of his or her user account. Permissions are
granted by the system administrator or other
authorized person; these permissions are stored in
the system (often in a file called a permissions log)
and are checked when a user attempts to access a
resource.

perpendicular recording \par-pan-dik ya-lor ro-
kor'deng\ .
capacity on magnetic media by aligning the mag-
netic dipoles, whose orientation determines bit
values, in a direction that is perpendicular to the
recording surface. Also called vertical recording.

persistence \por-si‘stans\ 7. A characteristic of
some light-emitting materials, such as the phos-
phors used in CRTs, that causes an image to be
retained for a short while after being irradiated, as
by an electron beam in a CRT. The decay in per-
sistence is sometimes called luminance decay.

persistent data \por-si'stont da’te, dat™>\ n. Data
that is stored in a database or on tape so that it is
retained by the computer between sessions.

persistent link \por-si stont [énk "\ 7. See hot link
(definition 1).

persistent storage \poar-si stont stor9j\ 7. Mem-
ory that remains intact when the power to a device
is turned off, such as ROM. See also memory.

personal computer \par sa-nal kam-pyGo tor\ 7.
A computer designed for use by one person at a
time. Personal computers do not need to share the
processing, disk, and printer resources of another
computer. IBM PC-compatible computers and
Apple Macintoshes are both examples of personal
computers. Acronym: PC (P-C”).

Personal Computer \por so-nal
n. See IBM PC.

Personal Computer Memory Card Interna-
tional Association \por son-al kom-pyGo-tar

A method of increasing storage

kom-pyGo “tar\

mem or-€ kird in-tar-nash a-nal 2-s6 sé-a “shan\
n. See PCMCIA.

personal digital assistant \por'so-nal diji-tal o-
si‘stont\ 7. See PDA.

personal finance manager \por sa-nal
man’a-jor\ 7. A software application designed to

fi'nans

assist the user in performing simple financial
accounting tasks, such as balancing checkbooks
and paying bills.

personal information manager \porso-nal in-
for-ma“shon man a-jor\ 7. See PIM.

perspective view \por-spektiv vyGo™\ 7. In com-
puter graphics, a display method that shows
objects in three dimensions (height, width, and
depth), with the depth aspect rendered according
to the desired perspective. An advantage of per-
spective view is that it presents a more accurate
representation of what the human eye perceives.
Compare isometric view.

peta- \pet™d\ prefix Abbreviated P. Denotes 1 qua-
drillion (10'). In computing, which is based on
the binary (base-2) numbering system, peta- has a
literal value of 1,125,899,906,842,624, which is the
power of 2 (2°%) closest to 1 quadrillion.

petabyte \pet’a-bit"\ 7. Abbreviated PB. Either 1
quadrillion bytes or 1,125,899,906,842,624 bytes.

.pg \dot'P-G"\ . On the Internet, the major geo-
graphic domain specifying that an address is
located in Papua New Guinea.

PGA \P"G-A"\ n. See pin grid array, Professional
Graphics Adapter.

PgDn key \paj-doun” ké"\ 7. See Page Down key.

PGP \P'G-P"\ n. Acronym for Pretty Good Pri-
vacy. A program for public key encryption, using
the RSA algorithm, developed by Philip Zimmer-
mann. PGP software is available in unsupported
free versions and supported commercial versions.
See also privacy, public key encryption, RSA
encryption.

PgUp key \pidj-up” ké"\ n. See Page Up key.

.ph \dot'P-H"\ 7. On the Internet, the major geo-
graphic domain specifying that an address is
located in the Philippines.

phase \faz\ n. A that
describes the temporal relationship between two

relative measurement
signals that have the same frequency. Phase is
measured in degrees, with one full oscillation
cycle having 360 degrees. The phase of one signal
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PCL

time, depending on the implementation, and it
allows intelligent, PCI-compliant adapters to per-
form tasks concurrently with the CPU using a tech-
nique called bus mastering. The PCI specification
allows for multiplexing, a technique that permits
more than one electrical signal to be present on

the bus at one time. See also local bus. Compare

VL bus.

PCL \P"C-L"\ 7. See Printer Control Language.

PCM \P'C-M"\ n. See pulse code modulation.

PCMCIA \P'C-M'C-I-A"\ 7. Acronym for Personal
Computer Memory Card International Association.
A group of manufacturers and vendors formed to
promote a common standard for PC Card-based
peripherals and the slot designed to hold them,
primarily on laptop, palmtop, and other portable
computers, as well as for intelligent electronic
devices. PCMCIA is also the name of the standard
for PC Cards, first introduced in 1990 as release 1.
See also PC Card, PCMCIA slot.

PCMCIA card \P"C-M"C-I-A” kidrd’\ n. See PC
card.

PCMCIA connector \P"C-M'C-I-A” ko-nek tor\ 7.
The 08-pin female connector inside a PCMCIA slot
designed to hold the 68-pin male connector on a
PC Card. See also PC Card, PCMCIA slot.

PCMCIA slot \P"C-M"C-I-A” slot’\ 7. An opening
in the housing of a computer, peripheral, or other
intelligent electronic device designed to hold a PC
Card. Also called PC Card slot. See also PC Card,
PCMCIA connector.

PC memory card \P-C mem ar-€ kird™\ 7. 1. An
add-in circuit card that increases the amount of
RAM in a system. See also memory card. 2. A Type
I PC Card as specified by PCMCIA. In this context,

PDC

such a card consists of conventional static RAM
chips powered by a small battery and is designed
to provide additional RAM to the system. See also
PC Card. Compare flash memory.

p-code \P’kod\ 7. See pseudocode.

PCT \P'C-T"\ n. Acronym for program compre-
hension tool. A software engineering tool that
facilitates the process of understanding the struc-
ture and/or functionality of computer programs.

.pcx \dot-P"C-X"\ 7. The file extension that identi-
fies bitmapped images in the PC Paintbrush file
format.

PC/XT \P'C-X-T'\ n. The original IBM Personal
Computer, introduced in 1981, which used the
Intel 8088 CPU. See also IBM PC.

PC/XT keyboard \P"C-X-T~ k& bord\ 7. The orig-
inal keyboard for the IBM Personal Computer.
Strong, reliable, and equipped with 83 keys, the
PC/XT keyboard offers a typist an audible click.
See the illustration. See also IBM PC, PC/XT.

PDA \P'D-A"\ n. Acronym for Personal Digital
Assistant. A lightweight palmtop computer
designed to provide specific functions like personal
organization (calendar, note taking, database, cal-
culator, and so on) as well as communications.
More advanced models also offer multimedia fea-
tures. Many PDA devices rely on a pen or other
pointing device for input instead of a keyboard or
mouse, although some offer a keyboard too small
for touch typing to use in conjunction with a pen
or pointing device. For data storage, a PDA relies
on flash memory instead of power-hungry disk
drives. See also firmware, flash memory, PC Card,
pen computer.

PDC \P'D-C"\ 5. See Primary Domain Controller.
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PC/XT keyboard.
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trol commands rather than receiving streams of
already-processed pixels.

Gray code \gra” kod\ . See cyclic binary code.

gray scale \gra” skal\ 7. A sequence of shades
ranging from black through white, used in com-
puter graphics to add detail to images or to repre-
sent a color image on a monochrome output
device. Like the number of colors in a color image,
the number of shades of gray depends on the
number of bits stored per pixel. Grays may be rep-
resented by actual gray shades, by halftone dots,
or by dithering. See also dithering, halftone.

greater than \gra‘tor dhan’\ adj. See relational
operator.

greater than or equal to \gra'tor dhan or & kwal
GO\ adj. See relational operator.

Great Renaming \grit' réni'méng\ #. The
changeover to the current system of Usenet hierar-
chies throughout the Internet. Before the Great
Renaming, which took place in 1985, nonlocal
newsgroup names had the form net.*; for example,
a group that carried source code, formerly named
net.sources, was renamed comp.sources.misc. See
also local newsgroups, newsgroup, traditional
newsgroup hierarchy, Usenet.

greeking \gré’kéng\ 7. 1. The use of gray bars or
other graphics to represent lines of characters too
small to be drawn legibly on a screen at the cho-
sen resolution, such as when viewing the layout of
a whole page or pair of facing pages. 2. The use
of nonsense words to represent the text of a docu-
ment in design samples. A garbled Latin text
beginning “Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet” is tradi-
tionally used for this purpose. Greeking does not
involve substituting the Greek alphabet for the
Roman one.

greek text \grék tekst’\ 7. See greeking.

Green Book \grén” bdok\ n. A specifications
book written by the Sony and Philips Corpora-
tions, covering the CD-I (compact disc—interactive)
technology. See also CD-1. Compare Orange Book
(definition 2), Red Book (definition 2).

green PC \gién™ P-C'\ #n. A computer system
designed to conserve energy. For example, some
computers shut off power to nonessential systems
when no input has been detected for a certain
amount of time, a condition known as sleep mode.
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Green PCs may also be distinguished by the use of
minimal packaging materials and replaceable com-
ponents, such as toner cartridges, that are recyclable,
Gregorian calendar \gre-gor'é-on kalan-dor\ 7.
The calendar used today in the Western world,
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 to re-
place the Julian calendar. To approximate better
the length of the astronomical year (365.2422
days), years divisible by 100 are leap years only if
they are also divisible by 400 (thus, 2000 will be a
leap year, but 1900 was not). To correct the error
accumulated since A.D. 1, 10 days were dropped
from October 1582; however, Britain and the
American colonies did not adopt the Gregorian
calendar until 1752 and had to remove 11 days
then. Compare Julian calendar.

grep! \grep, G'R-E-P"\ n. Acronym for global regu-
lar expression print. A UNIX command used to
search a file or files by key word.

grep? \grep, G'R-E-P"\ vb. To search text, espe-
cially with the UNIX grep utility.

grid \grid\ 7. Two seis of lines or linear ele-
ments at right angles to cach other. A spread-
sheet is a grid of rows and columns:; a graphics
screen is a grid of horizontal and vertical lines
of pixels. In optical character recognition, a
grid is used for measuring or specifying charac-
ters. See also Cartesian coordinates.

grok \grok\ vb. To understand deeply and appre-
ciatively. The term comes from Robert A. Hein-
lein’s novel Stranger in a Strange Land, where it is
also a Martian word for “to drink” and implies the
kind of devoted interest that a Martian—native of
a dry planet—would have in water. Hackers often
use it (for example, in Internet discussions) in ref-
erence to computer expertise. See also cyberpunk.

ground \ground\ 7. A conducting path from an
electric circuit to earth or to a conducting body
serving in place of earth, usually used as a safety
device. See also grounding.

grounding \groun’déng\ n. The connection of
sections of an electrical circuit to a common con-
ductor, called the ground, which serves as the
reference for the other voltages in the circuit.
The ground conductor on installed circuit boards
is usually connected to the chassis, or metal
frame, holding the electronic parts; the chassis is






