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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

FIRST INVENTOR: Brian Joseph Wiklem et al.

APPLICATION NO: 15/428,914

FILING DATE: February 9, 2017

TITLE: Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video
Gaming Applications

EXAMINER: Eric M. Thomas

GROUP ART UNIT: 3715

ATTY. DKT. NO: 10177-05898 US

CONFIRMATION NO: 1337

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION UNDER 37 CFR 1.8
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office electronic filing
system (EFS-Web) to the USPTO on January 2, 2020

By: /Lance Topham/
Lance Topham, Reg. No. 70,276

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE
Sir/Madam:
In response to the Notice of Allowance mailed December 12, 2019, for which the Issue
Fee has not yet been paid, please amend the above-identified application as indicated in the

present Amendment.
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IN THE CLAIMS

All pending claims are reproduced below.

1. (Cancelled).

2. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method for providing a video
gaming environment hosted on a server to one or more users, comprising:

providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or more
users via one or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user
interface configured to display the video gaming environment;

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content item
representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction via the social online service of a second user with
the content item on the social online service;

determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the
interaction via the social online service of the second user with the content item
on the social online service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the interaction of the

second user with the content item includes a comment including a keyword.

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and

Page 2 of 9
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determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay status
associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the video
gaming environment; and

determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status

associated with the second user.

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the gameplay status is
selected from a group consisting of a core player status, a casual player status, and a non-player

status.

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, applying the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
applying the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.

Page 3 of 9
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0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming
environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

1. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein modifying the video
gaming environment based on the influence includes:

applying the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, preventing the influence from

being applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

12. (Previously Presented) A system for hosting and providing a video gaming
environment to one or more users, comprising:
one or more processors; and
a memory storing instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause
the system to:
provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one
or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user

interface configured to display the video gaming environment;

Page 4 of 9
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transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an
event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction via the social online service of a second user with the
content item on the social online service;

determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction
via the social online service of the second user with the content item on
the social online service; and

modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.

13.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the interaction of the

second user with the content item includes a comment including a keyword.

14.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and

determine the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

15.  (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determintng-determine a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay
status associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the
video gaming environment; and
determintng-determine the influence to the video gaming environment based on the

gameplay status associated with the second user.

Page 50of 9
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16.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, apply the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

17.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
apply the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.

18.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, provide a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.

19.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the

social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming

Page 6 of 9
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environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

20.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein to modify the video
gaming environment based on the influence, the instructions, when executed, cause the system
to:

apply the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, prevent the influence from being

applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

21. (Previously Presented) A computer program product comprising a non-transitory
computer usable medium including a computer readable program for hosting and providing a
video gaming environment to one or more users, wherein the computer readable program when
executed on a computer causes the computer to:

provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one or more

user devices, the one or more user devices including a user interface configured to
display the video gaming environment;

transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an event

associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction via the social online service of a second user with the content item

on the social online service;

determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction via the

social online service of the second user with the content item on the social online
service; and

Page 7 of 9
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modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.

22.  (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a third-party

SErver.

23.  (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a third-party

server that hosts the video gaming environment.

24.  (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a social

networking server that hosts the video gaming environment and the social online service.

Page 8 of 9
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REMARKS
Regarding the present Amendment, which amends claim 15, entry of this Amendment is
respectfully requested since the Amendment does not add new matter and simply corrects minor

informalities.

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

With regard to the Examiner’s Statement of Reasons for Allowance of the Notice of
Allowability dated December 12, 2019 (hereinafter “Statement”), the Statement may be
interpreted as incorrectly characterizing the claims, at least because the Statement uses language
that is not present in the allowed claims. Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are

allowable for at least reasons set forth in the most recent office action response.

CONCLUSION

Applicant respectfully requests that this amendment be entered under 37 C.F.R. § 1.312.
Applicant respectfully invites the Examiner to contact Applicant’s representative at the number

provided below if the Examiner would like to discuss this matter further.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated:  January 2, 2020 By:  /Lance Topham/
Lance Topham, Reg. No. 70,276
Attorney for Applicant
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
310 E 4500 S, Suite 400
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
Tel.: (801)258-9839
Fax: (801)355-0160
Email: ltopham@patentlawworks.net
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FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: ~ Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

93219 7590 12/02/2019 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Patent Law Works. LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
’ ) States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
310 East 4500 South, Suite 400 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.

(Typed or printed name)

(Signature)

(Date)

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

15/428,914 02/09/2017 Brian Joseph Wiklem 10177-05898 US 1337

TITLE OF INVENTION: Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video Gaming Applications

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0.00 $0.00 $500 03/02/2020
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
THOMAS, ERICM 3715 463-042000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys

or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

(] "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individuat [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [ Missue Fee [Jpublication Fee (if required) [_JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

() The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWwWWw.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
15/428,914 02/09/2017 Brian Joseph Wiklem 10177-05898 US 1337
| EXAMINER |
93219 7590 12/02/2019
Patent Law Works, LLP THOMAS, ERIC M
310 East 4500 South, Suite 400
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3715

DATE MAILED: 12/02/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to_a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential J&ﬁ?@n@f%@&&@eg%i&g?’ Page 26



Application No. Applicant(s)
) o 15/428,914 Wiklem et al.
Notice of Allowabilily Examiner ArtUnit | AlA (FITF) Status
ERIC M THOMAS 3715 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4} This communication is responsive to 8/27/19.
(1 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2. An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3.4 The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-21 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www._uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a) JJAll by (J Some  *c¢) (J None of the:
1. O Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.J CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6..J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. ¥l Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 8/23/19.

3.00 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. (3 Other .

of Biological Material
4.0J Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.

[EM.T/ /DAVID L LEWIS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3715 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191125
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Application/Control Number: 15/428,914 Page 2
ArtUnit: 3715

EXAMINER’S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE
Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 2 - 21 are allowed.

The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance. Thereis no teaching or
suggestion in the art of a video game environment that is in association with a social network
comprising a plurality of users operating a plurality of computing devices, wherein the gaming
environment allows a user to post at least one comment to the social network thatis relatedto an event
occurring in the gaming environment, wherein the computing devices processes and determines if the at
least one comment includes one or more keywords, wherein the affectsthe gameplayof a user in the
video game environment.

The claims are directed towards organizing, storing, and transmitting information, and
comparing new and stored information, which have been identified by the courts as abstract ideas.
However, the claimed video game environment, as amended, yields a specialized device distinguishable
from a general purpose computer. For example, prior art gaming systems, such as Hamlin, (U.S.
2013/0225298), which is now U.S. Patent 9,153,094, teach the use of a second player's comments
influencing a gaming effect of afirst player's game session, but Hamlin’s gaming system is actuallya
wagering game played on a slot machine, whereas the present invention is a video game that may be
played on a video game console. As such, the gameplay of a video game being affected by comments
posted on a social media website played by a user is significantly more than an abstract idea executed
solely with a generic computer or video game console performing genericfunctions. Recitationof such a
gaming system is viewed by the Examiner as applying the judicial exception with, or by use of, a
particular device and also an improvement of playing adart gamein the technological or gaming field of

the legitimacy of game playing.
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Application/Control Number: 15/428,914 Page3
ArtUnit: 3715

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directedto ERICM THOMAS whose telephone number is (571)272-1699. The examinercan
normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attemptsto reachthe examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’ssupervisor,
David Lewis can be reached on 571-272-7673. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assighed is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

JEM.T/
Examiner, Art Unit 3715

/DAVID L LEWIS/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Search Notes 15/428.914 Wiklem et al.
H“NHW “H“‘ ‘ “H“‘ o e
ERIC M THOMAS 3715
CPC - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
A63F13/12 11/25/2019 EMT
GO7F17/3225 11/25/2019 EMT
CPC Combination Sets - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
US Classification - Searched*
Class Subclass Date Examiner

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of

the search.

Search Notes

Search Notes Date Examiner
East search 11/25/2019 EMT

P.G. Pubs 11/25/2019 EMT
Inventor name search 11/25/2019 EMT
Searched related patents (9,597,586), (9,889,373), (9,604,132) 11/25/2019 EMT
Interference Search

US Class/CPC US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner
Symbol

AB63F13 12 11/25/2019 EMT

JEM.T./
Examiner.Art Unit 3714

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 1

Part of Paper No.: 20191125
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification |58 914 Wiklem et al.
H “ “““ Examiner Art Unit
ERIC M THOMAS 3715

CPC

Symbol Type Version
AB3F 79 F 20:14-09-02

AB3F 35 | 20:14-09-02

AB3F 537 | 2014-09-02

AB3F 87 | 2014-09-02

HOAL 38 A 2013-01:041

CPC Combination Sets

Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
ERIC M THOMAS/ 25 November 2019

Examiner, Art Unit 3715 Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 20

/DAVID L LEWIS/ 25 November 2019 ) . -
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191125
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/ssue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

15/428,914 Wiklem et al.
Examiner Art Unit
ERIC M THOMAS 3715

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMED

AB3F

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

CLASS

SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

ERIC M THOMAS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3715

(Assistant Examiner)

25 November 2019
Total Claims Allowed:

(Date) 20

/DAVID L LEWIS/

(Primary Examiner)

25 November 2019
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715

O.G. Print Claim(s} | O.G. Print Figure
(Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 2 of 3

Part of Paper No.: 20191125

Twitch Interactive EX1003 Page 32



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |58 914 Wiklem et al.

H “ “““ Examiner Art Unit
ERIC M THOMAS 3715

(O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (] CPA [ T.D. [ R.1.47
CLAIMS

Final |Original]Final |Original|Final [Original|Final [Original|Final [Original]Final |Original]Final |Original]Final |Original
1 2 10 11 19 20
2 3 11 12 20 21
3 4 12 13
4 5 13 14
5 6 14 15
6 7 15 16
7 8 16 17
8 9 17 18
9 10 18 19
ERIC M THOMAS/ 25 November 2019
Examiner, Art Unit 3715 Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 20
/DAVID L LEWIS/ 25 November 2019 . . -
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191125
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AMENDMENT C

Responsive to the Non-Final Office Action mailed on June 28, 2019, which sets a
shortened statutory period for response that expires on August 28, 2019, please enter the

following amendment and consider the following remarks.
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IN THE CLAIMS

All pending claims are reproduced below.

1. (Cancelled).

2. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for providing a video
gaming environment hosted on a server to one or more users, comprising:

providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or more
users via one or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user
interface configured to display the video gaming environment;

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content item
representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction_via the social online service of a second user with

the content item on the social online service;
determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the

interaction via the social online service of the second user with the content item

on the social online service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the interaction of the

second user with the content item includes a comment including a keyword.

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and

Page 2 of 13
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determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay status
associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the video
gaming environment; and

determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status

associated with the second user.

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the gameplay status is
selected from a group consisting of a core player status, a casual player status, and a non-player

status.

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, applying the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
applying the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.
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9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming
environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

1. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein modifying the video
gaming environment based on the influence includes:

applying the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, preventing the influence from

being applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

12.  (Currently Amended) A system for hosting and providing a video gaming
environment to one or more users, comprising:
one or more processors; and
a memory storing instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause
the system to:
provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one
or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user

interface configured to display the video gaming environment;
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transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an
event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction via the social online service of a second user with the

content item on the social online service;
determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction_

via the social online service of the second user with the content item on

the social online service; and

modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.

13.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the interaction of the

second user with the content item includes a comment including a keyword.

14.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and

determine the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

15.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determining a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay status
associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the video
gaming environment; and
determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status

associated with the second user.
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16.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, apply the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

17.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
apply the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.

18.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, provide a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.

19.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when
executed, cause the system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the

social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming
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environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

20.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 12, wherein to modify the video
gaming environment based on the influence, the instructions, when executed, cause the system
to:

apply the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, prevent the influence from being

applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

21. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a non-transitory
computer usable medium including a computer readable program for hosting and providing a
video gaming environment to one or more users, wherein the computer readable program when
executed on a computer causes the computer to:

provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one or more

user devices, the one or more user devices including a user interface configured to
display the video gaming environment;

transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an event

associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction via the social online service of a second user with the content item

on the social online service;
determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction_via the

social online service of the second user with the content item on the social online

service; and
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modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.

22.  (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a third-party server.

23.  (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a third-party server that hosts

the video gaming environment.

24, (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the server is a social networking server

that hosts the video gaming environment and the social online service.
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REMARKS
Claims 2-21 were presented for examination. Claims 2-21 were rejected in the Office
Action dated June 28, 2019 (hereinafter, “Office Action”). Claims 2, 12, and 21 are amended.
Claims 22-24 are new. Support for the claim amendments may be found throughout the
application, including at least in paragraphs 35, 39-55, 66, 162-163, and 167. Figures 1, 19,
21B-29B, and 40-44 also provide support. No new matter has been added. Claims 2-21 are

pending upon entry of this amendment.

Interview Summary

Applicant wishes to thank Examiner Thomas for granting an interview with Applicant’s
Representatives Lance Topham and Dave Duncan on Tuesday, August 20, 2018. In the
interview, the parties discussed the § 103 rejection of independent claim 2, and potential
amendments for overcoming the rejection. Examiner Thomas indicated that the proposed
amendment would overcome the present references, but that he would update the search. The

amendments proposed during the interview are consistent with those presented herein.

Summary of Office Action

1. Claims 2-21 were rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being
unpatentable over Pishevar (U.S. 2012/0077586, hereinafter “Pishevar”) in view of Baldwin et

al. (U.S. 2012/0072855, hereinafter “Baldwin”).
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Response to Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103

Amended claim 2 recites, in part:

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content
item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction via the social online service of a second
user with the content item on the social online service;

determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based
on the interaction via the social online service of the second user with the
content item on the social online service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.

(Emphasis added.)

On pages 3-4, the Office Action alleges, that claim 2 is unpatentable over Pishevar in
view of Baldwin. In particular, regarding Pishevar, the Office Action asserts that the following
portions of Pishevar disclose the following claim elements:

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content
item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment, ("'dynamically presents an offer to award the player with one or
more game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in direct or
indirect exchange for the player agreeing to post a status update of the player's
recent game play activity to one or more social network"', par. 0098), receiving,
by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content item on the social
online service, determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming
environment based on the interaction of the second user on the social online service;
and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.
(""Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 which, for example,
may be configured or designed to provide functionality for automatically
and/or dynamically determining Player Social Marketing Potential (PSMP)
Score(s) for one or more identified user(s)/player(s) based upon selected
information, criteria, considerations and/or objectives. In at least one
embodiment, the Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 may
also be configured or designed to facilitate and/or enable the influencing of
outcomes of selected game-related activities', par. 0248).

The Office Action further alleges that:

Baldwin discloses a computer-implemented method operated using one or more
computing devices for providing video gaming in association with a social network,
("'the client device 205 can be a mobile device having computer functionality,
such as a personal digital assistant (PDA), mobile telephone, video game
system'', par. 0022), processing, using the one or more computing devices,
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comments on the post to determine whether the comments include one or more
particular keywords commented on the post and in response to determining that the
comments include one or more keywords, ("'if a first user uploads a photograph
to the social networking system 210, a second user can subscribe to the
photograph. Afterwards, if a third user posts a comment on the web page
containing the photograph, a message is sent to the second user containing the
comment", par. 0034), using the one or more keywords to a select an item, ("'a
document may be uploaded to or created within the group, and the group may
link to or provide a document-editing web page', par. 0030). The Examiner
views the link of Baldwin in combination with Pishevar as meeting the limitation
of using a keyword as play to select a game in the video gaming environment.

Applicant respectfully disagrees that the language of at least the amended claims are
disclosed by the Pishevar and Baldwin references. While the cited portions to Pishevar seem to
be incorrectly mapped to the claims and cite content not in Pishevar, an analysis of Pishevar
indicates that, at best, Pishevar addresses user interfaces and devices for game play input. For
example, Pishevar at paragraph [0098], for example, states “Automobile operation interface
elements such as steering wheels, gearshifts, and speedometers facilitate the access, operation,
and display of automobile resources, functionality, and status. Computer interaction interface
elements such as check boxes, cursors, menus, scrollers, and windows (collectively and
commonly referred to as widgets) similarly facilitate the access, operation, and display of data
and computer hardware and operating system resources, functionality, and status.” Further,
Pishevar describes “an interactive proximity display tether with co-play.” Pishevar [0054],
Figure SA.

However, Pishevar fails to disclose or render obvious “receiving, by the server, an
interaction via the social online service of a second user with the content item on the social
online service,” “determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based
on the interaction via the social online service of the second user with the content item on the
social online service,” or “modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the

influence,” as recited in amended claim 2.
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Thus, Pishevar does not describe each and every element of the cited portions of
amended claim 2, whether alone or in the proposed combination with Baldwin, which also fails
to describe these elements. At best, the cited portions of Baldwin describe a system where
“[u]sers access the social networking system 210 through the connecting network 200 using a
client device 205,” and where, “[a] client device 205 comprises one or more computing devices
that can receive user input and can transmit and receive data via the connecting network 200.”
Baldwin [0022]. Further, Baldwin describes group editing a shared document in paragraph
[0030]. Baldwin does not describe “receiving, by the server, an interaction via the social online
service of a second user with the content item on the social online service,” “determining, by the
server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction via the social
online service of the second user with the content item on the social online service,” or
“modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence,” as recited in
amended claim 2. Therefore, neither Pishevar nor Baldwin, whether alone or in combination,
recite or render obvious each and every element of amended claim 2. Amended claim 2 is
therefore patentable over Pishevar in view of Baldwin.

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of claim 2 under
35 U.S.C. § 103 be withdrawn for at least the above noted reasons. Further, the independent
claims 12 and 21 have been similarly amended and are patentable for at least similar reasons as
amended claim 2. The dependent claims are patentable for at least similar reasons described in
reference to the independent claims as well as the additional limitations they recite.
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that Examiner withdraw the rejection of all pending

claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103 and place the claims in allowance.
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CONCLUSION

Allowance of all claims is requested. If the Examiner believes that direct contact with
Applicant’s attorney will advance the prosecution of this case, the Examiner is encouraged to

contact the undersigned as indicated below.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated:  August 27, 2019 By: /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276
Attorney for Applicant
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
310 East 4500 South, Suite 400
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
Tel.: (801) 258-9839
Fax: (801) 355-0160
Email: ltopham@patentlawworks.net

LAT:DAD
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3)J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)( Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 2-21 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim{s) ___ is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 2-21 is/are rejected.
8) (J Claim{(s) ____ is/are objected to.
9) O Claim(s) ____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)J The drawing(s) filedon ___is/are: a)(] accepted or b)(] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)d All b)(J Some** ¢)(J None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)

Paper No(s)/Mail Date
4) [ Other:

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 7/9/18, 4/25/19.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20190624
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DETAILED ACTION

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR

1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's
submission filed on 4/25/19 has been entered.
Response to Amendment

This is in response to the amendments/arguments filed on 4/25/19. Claims 2 — 21 are pending in

the current application.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103
(or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the statutory basis for the
rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale
supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.

The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:
(a) A patent may not be obtained through the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.
Claims 2 - 21 rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pishevar
(U.S. 2012/0077586) in view of Baldwin et al. (U.S. 2012/0072855).

Regarding claims 2 — 4, 11 — 14, and 21, Pishevar discloses a computer-implemented method for

providing a video gaming environment hosted on a server to one or more users, providing access to the
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video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or more users via one or more user devices,
(“Upon user's selection of a lobby, the IPDT may connect to a host server 376/378 and load the video
game on the user device”, par. 0050), the one or more user devices including a user interface
configured to display the video gaming environment, (“including game play information to the
displays”, par. 0146), transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content
item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment, (“dynamically
presents an offer to award the player with one or more game-related awards, objects, benefits,
achievements, etc., in direct or indirect exchange for the player agreeing to post a status update of
the player's recent game play activity to one or more social network”, par. 0098), receiving, by the
server, an interaction of a second user with the content item on the social online service, determining,
by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction of the second user
on the social online service; and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the
influence. (“Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 which, for example, may be
configured or designed to provide functionality for automatically and/or dynamically determining
Player Social Marketing Potential (PSMP) Score(s) for one or more identified user(s)/player(s) based
upon selected information, criteria, considerations and/or objectives. In at least one embodiment, the
Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 may also be configured or designed to facilitate
and/or enable the influencing of outcomes of selected game-related activities", par. 0248).

Although Pishevar discloses a user can post on social networks such as Facebook and Twitter
which are known to allow other users to comment on said post, Pishevar is silent regarding this
particular limitation. In a related art, however, Baldwin discloses a computer-implemented method
operated using one or more computing devices for providing video gaming in association with a social
network, (“the client device 205 can be a mobile device having computer functionality, such as a

personal digital assistant (PDA), mobile telephone, video game system”, par. 0022), processing, using
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the one or more computing devices, comments on the post to determine whether the comments
include one or more particular keywords commented on the post and in response to determining that
the comments include one or more keywords, {“if a first user uploads a photograph to the social
networking system 210, a second user can subscribe to the photograph. Afterwards, if a third user
posts a comment on the web page containing the photograph, a message is sent to the second user
containing the comment”, par. 0034), using the one or more keywords to a select an item, ("a
document may be uploaded to or created within the group, and the group may link to or provide a
document-editing web page”, par. 0030). The Examiner views the link of Baldwin in combination with
Pishevar as meeting the limitation of using a keyword as play to select a game in the video gaming
environment.

Regarding claims 5 - 8, 15 — 17, Pishevar discloses determining a gameplay status associated
with the second user, the gameplay status associated with the second user indicating a role of the
second user in the video gaming environment; and determining the influence to the video gaming
environment based on the gameplay status associated with the second user, (“at least a portion of the
content of the player's status update post may be automatically and/or dynamically generated by the
gaming system”, par. 0098).

Regarding claims 9, 10, and 18 — 20, Pishevar discloses responsive to receiving the interaction of
the second user with the content item on the social online service, providing a reward to the first user in
the video gaming environment, (“dynamically presents an offer to award the player with one or more
game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in direct or indirect exchange for the
player agreeing to post a status update of the player's recent game play activity to one or more social
network”, par. 0098).

Response to Arguments
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Applicant’s arguments with respect to claims 2 - 21 have been considered but are moot based
on new grounds of rejection.

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to ERIC M THOMAS whose telephone number is (571)272-1699. The examiner can
normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
David Lewis can be reached on 571-272-7673. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

JE.M.T/
Examiner, Art Unit 3715
/DAVID L LEWIS/
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
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enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. if you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process andfor examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandenment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information

Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.8.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negofiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of informmation shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclcsed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or hisfher designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2908. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used tc make
determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTQO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

FIRST INVENTOR: Brian Joseph Wiklem

APPLICATION NO: 15/428,914

FILING DATE: February 9, 2017

TITLE: Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video
Gaming Applications

EXAMINER: Eric M Thomas

GROUP ART UNIT: 3714

ATTY. DKT. NO: 10177-05898 US

CONFIRMATION NO: 1337

CERTIFICATE OF EFS-WEB TRANSMISSION UNDER 37 CFR § 1.8
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office electronic
filing system (EFS-Web) to the USPTO on the date below.
Date: April 25,2019 By: /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

Responsive to the Final Office Action mailed on January 28, 2019, which sets a
shortened statutory period for response that expires on April 28, 2019, please enter the following

amendment and consider the following remarks.
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REMARKS
Claims 2-21 were presented for examination. Claims 2-21 stand rejected in the Office
Action dated January 28, 2019 (hereinafter, “Office Action”). The rejections of claims 2-21 are
traversed by the arguments herein. No new matter has been added. Claims 2-21 are pending

upon entry of this request for reconsideration.

Summary of Office Action

Claims 2-21 were rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being
unpatentable over Kosta (U.S. 2013/0006709, hereinafter “Kosta”) in view of Baldwin et al.

(U.S. 2012/0072855, hereinafter “Baldwin”).

Interview Summary

On Thursday, February 21, 2019, Applicant’s representative conducted an Examiner
Interview with Examiner Eric Thomas. Applicant’s representative asserted that although the
provisional application to which Kosta claims priority is alleged to precede the provisional to
which this application claims priority, some of the elements cited against this application in
Kosta are not supported in Kosta’s provisional application. Further, Applicant’s representative
again asserted that the present application’s claims are supported by the disclosure of the
provisional application to which the present application claims priority. Examiner Thomas
suggested filing a response to that effect. Applicant thanks Examiner Thomas for his time and

has provided remarks herein based on the Examiner Interview.
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Response to Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103

Claims 2-21 were rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being
unpatentable over Kosta in view of Baldwin.
For reference, claim 2 recites:

A computer-implemented method for providing a video gaming environment

hosted on a server to one or more users, comprising;

providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the
one or more users via one or more user devices, the one or more
user devices including a user interface configured to display the
video gaming environment;

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the
content item representing an event associated with a first user in
the video gaming environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content
item on the social online service;

determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment
based on the interaction of the second user on the social online
service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the
influence.

As asserted in the previous response, the Application properly incorporates by reference
and claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/643,352 entitled “Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interfaces for Video Gaming
Applications,” filed on May 07, 2012, by Brian Joseph Wiklem, Christopher Robert Masterton,
and Carrie Ann Cowan.

Provisional application 61/643,352 provides support for all elements of the independent
claims. For instance, support for the following elements of claim 2 may be found as follows:

e “A computer-implemented method for providing a video gaming environment
hosted on a server to one or more users,” see paragraphs 5, 30 and Figure 1 of the

provisional application, for example;
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e “providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or
more users via one or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a
user interface configured to display the video gaming environment,” see
paragraph 7 and Figure 9 of the provisional application, for example;

e “transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content
item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment; receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the
content item on the social online service,” see paragraphs 39 and 83 as well as
Figures 8 and 12 of the provisional application, for example;

e “determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based
on the interaction of the second user on the social online service,” see paragraphs
75, 76 and 83 of the provisional application, for example; and

e “modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence,”
see paragraphs 75, 76 and 83 of the provisional application, for example.

Thus, all elements of the independent claims are fully supported by the provisional
application having a priority date of May 7, 2012.

Arguments consistent with the above points were made in the response to the previous
office action, filed on September 11, 2018. Page 4 of the most recent Office Action (in the
“Response to Arguments” section) alleges that while the “Examiner does agree that Kosta was
filed on June 28th, 2012, which is after the filing date of the present invention of May 7th,
2012,” but that the priority date of Kosta “is actually July 1st, 2011, which is prior to the
Applicant’s priority date.” While the Office Action does not directly cite the provisional

application of Kosta, Applicant respectfully disagrees that the U.S. Provisional Patent
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Application No. 61504141 (“the ‘141 Provisional”), to which Kosta claims priority, supports the
rejections of claim elements against which Kosta is cited in the present application.

According to MPEP 2136.03, “The pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102(e) critical reference date of a
U.S. patent or U.S. application publications and certain international application publications
entitled to the benefit of the filing date of a provisional application under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) is the
filing date of the provisional application with certain exceptions if the provisional
application(s) properly supports the subject matter relied upon to make the rejection.
(Emphasis added.)” However, the ‘141 Provisional does not contain support for the elements
against which Kosta was cited.

Without conceding the Office Action’s allegations regarding Kosta, Applicant asserts that
claim elements against which Kosta is cited are not supported in the ‘141 Provisional to which
Kosta claims priority, and therefore the priority date of the ‘141 Provisional is irrelevant to the
portions of Kosta cited against the present application.

For example, on pages 2-3, the Office Action alleges that Kosta describes:

“transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content

item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming

environment, (“ dynamically presents an offer to award the player with one or more

game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in direct or indirect
exchange for the player agreeing to post a status update of the player's recent game

play activity to one or more social network”, par. 0098)”

and

“receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content item on

the social online service, determining, by the server, an influence to the video

gaming environment based on the interaction of the second user on the social

online service; and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based

on the influence. (“Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 which,

for example, may be configured or designed to provide functionality for

automatically and/or dynamically determining Player Social Marketing Potential

(PSMP) Score(s) for one or more identified user(s)/player(s) based upon selected
information, criteria, considerations and/or objectives. In at least one
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embodiment, the Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 may also

be configured or designed to facilitate and/or enable the influencing of outcomes

of selected game-related activities", par. 0248).”

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully asserts that the cited portions of Kosta are not prior
art and the ‘141 Provisional application to which Kosta claims priority does not contain support
for the cited portions of Kosta.

More specifically, the Office Action cites Kosta, par. 0098, against “transmitting, by the
server, a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an event associated
with a first user in the video gaming environment” in the present claims. However, at best, the
‘141 Provisional describes, “A player with a high PSMP may be awarded items which carry a
cash value, in direct or indirect trade for their positive statements to their social network.”! For
instance, being “awarded items which carry a cash value, in direct or indirect trade for their
positive statements to their social network,” from the ‘141 Provisional, is not the same as
“transmitting ... a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an
event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment,” from the present claims.

Further, the Office Action cites Kosta, par. 0248, against “receiving, by the server, an
interaction of a second user with the content item on the social online service, determining, by
the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction of the second
user on the social online service; and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment
based on the influence” in the present claims. However, at best, the ‘141 Provisional describes,
“Using a player’s social marketing potential to balance/drive/influence game play activities,

events, and/or outcomes,”2 which does not disclose the claim elements against which Kosta was

1 See ‘141 Provisional, page 14.
2 See id.
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cited. For instance, “Using a player’s social marketing potential to balance/drive/influence game
play activities, events, and/or outcomes” is not the same as “receiving ... an interaction of a
second user with the content item on the social online service, determining ... an influence to
the video gaming environment based on the interaction of the second user on the social online
service; and modifying ... the video gaming environment based on the influence.”

Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the rejection of all claims under 35 U.S.C.

§ 103 be withdrawn.

CONCLUSION

Allowance of all claims is requested. If the Examiner believes that direct contact with
Applicant’s attorney will advance the prosecution of this case, the Examiner is encouraged to

contact the undersigned as indicated below.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated:  April 25,2019 By: /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276
Attorney for Applicant
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
310 East 4500 South, Suite 400
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
Tel.: (801) 258-9839
Fax: (801) 355-0160
Email: ltopham@patentlawworks.net

LAT:DAD
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Application/Control Number: 15/428,914 Page 2
Art Unit: 3714

DETAILED ACTION
Response to Amendment

This is in response to the amendments/arguments filed on 9/11/18. Claims 2 — 21 are pending in

the current application.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102
and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the statutory
basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art relied upon, and
the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.

The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained through the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 2 - 21 rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kosta (U.S.
2013/0006709) in view of Baldwin et al. (U.S. 2012/0072855).

Regarding claims 2 - 4, 11 — 14, and 21, Kosta discloses a computer-implemented method for
providing a video gaming environment hosted on a server to one or more users, providing access to the
video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or more users via one or more user devices, (“the
Gaming Network 100 may be implemented at one or more client systems(s), at one or more server
systems”, par. 0137), the one or more user devices including a user interface configured to display the
video gaming environment, (“including game play information to the displays”, par. 0146),
transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an

event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment, (“dynamically presents an offer to
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award the player with one or more game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in
direct or indirect exchange for the player agreeing to post a status update of the player's recent game
play activity to one or more social network”, par. 0098), receiving, by the server, an interaction of a
second user with the content item on the social online service, determining, by the server, an influence
to the video gaming environment based on the interaction of the second user on the social online
service; and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence. (“Player
Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 which, for example, may be configured or designed to
provide functionality for automatically and/or dynamically determining Player Social Marketing
Potential (PSMP) Score(s) for one or more identified user(s)/player(s) based upon selected
information, criteria, considerations and/or objectives. In at least one embodiment, the Player Social
Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 may also be configured or designhed to facilitate and/or enable
the influencing of outcomes of selected game-related activities”, par. 0248).

Although Kosta discloses a user can post on social networks such as Facebook and Twitter which
are known to allow other users to comment on said post, Kosta is silent regarding this particular
limitation. In a related art, however, Baldwin discloses a computer-implemented method operated using
one or more computing devices for providing video gaming in association with a social network, (“the
client device 205 can be a mobile device having computer functionality, such as a personal digital
assistant (PDA), mobile telephone, video game system”, par. 0022), processing, using the one or more
computing devices, comments on the post to determine whether the comments include one or more
particular keywords commented on the post and in response to determining that the comments include
one or more keywords, (“if a first user uploads a photograph to the social networking system 210, a
second user can subscribe to the photograph. Afterwards, if a third user posts a comment on the web
page containing the photograph, a message is sent to the second user containing the comment”, par.

0034), using the one or more keywords to a select an item, {"a document may be uploaded to or
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created within the group, and the group may link to or provide a document-editing web page”, par.
0030). The Examiner views the link of Baldwin in combination with Kosta as meeting the limitation of
using a keyword as play to select a game in the video gaming environment.

Regarding claims 5 - 8, 15 — 17, Kosta discloses determining a gameplay status associated with
the second user, the gameplay status associated with the second user indicating a role of the second
user in the video gaming environment; and determining the influence to the video gaming environment
based on the gameplay status associated with the second user, (“at least a portion of the content of the
player's status update post may be automatically and/or dynamically generated by the gaming
system”, par. 0098).

Regarding claims 9, 10, and 18 — 20, Kosta discloses responsive to receiving the interaction of
the second user with the content item on the social online service, providing a reward to the first user in
the video gaming environment, (“dynamically presents an offer to award the player with one or more
game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in direct or indirect exchange for the
player agreeing to post a status update of the player's recent game play activity to one or more social
network”, par. 0098).

Response to Arguments

Applicant's arguments filed on 9/11/18 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive.
Regarding claims 2 — 21, Applicants argue that “Kosta is not prior art due its filing data falling after the
priority date of the application”. In response to this, and after further review, the Examiner respectfully
disagrees with the Applicants. The Examiner does agree that Kosta was filed on June 28", 2012, which is
after the filing date of the present invention of May 7", 2012, however, June 28", 2012 is not the
priority date of Kosta, that date is actually July 1%, 2011, which is prior to the Applicants priority date.

Therefore, the Examiner views the Kosta reference as prior and maintains the current rejection.
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth
in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action.

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to ERIC M THOMAS whose telephone number is (571)272-1699. The examiner can
normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
David Lewis can be reached on 571-272-7673. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

JE.M.T/
Examiner, Art Unit 3714

/DAVID L LEWIS/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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FIRST INVENTOR: Brian Joseph Wiklem
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TITLE: Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video
Gaming Applications
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GROUP ART UNIT: 3714
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office electronic filing
systen1 (EFS-Web) to the USPTO on the date below.

Date: September 11, 2018 By: /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

Responsive to the Non-Final Office Action mailed on June 29, 2018, which sets a
shortened statutory period for a response that expires on September 29, 2018, please enter the

following remarks.

Page 1 of 5
Application No. 15/428,914 Atty. Dkt. No. 10177-05898 US

Twitch Interactive EX1003 Page 116



REMARKS
Claims 2-21 were presented for examination. Claims 2-21 were rejected in the Office
Action dated June 29, 2018 (hereinafter, “Office Action”). The rejections of claims 2-21 are
traversed by the arguments herein. No new matter has been added. Claims 2-21 are pending upon

entry of this response.

Summary of Office Action

Claims 2-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over
Kosta (U.S. Publication No. 2013/0006709, hereinafter "Kosta”) in view of Baldwin et al. (U.S.

Publication No. 2012/0072855, hereinafter “Baldwin”).

Interview Summary

On Tuesday, September 4, 2018, Applicant’s representative conducted an Examiner
Interview with Examiner Eric Thomas. Applicant’s representative asserted that Kosta is not prior
art due to its filing date falling after the priority date of the application, that the claims were
supported by the disclosure of that priority date, and requested that the next Office Action be
made non-final. Examiner Thomas indicated agreement and suggested filing a response to that

effect.

Response to Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103

Claims 2-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over
Kosta in view of Baldwin.

Applicants’ claim 2 recites:
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A computer-implemented method for providing a video gaming environment

hosted on a server to one or more users, comprising;

providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the
one or more users via one or more user devices, the one or more
user devices including a user interface configured to display the
video gaming environment;

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the
content item representing an event associated with a first user in
the video gaming environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content
item on the social online service;

determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment
based on the interaction of the second user on the social online
service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the

influence.

The Application properly incorporates by reference and claims the benefit of priority
under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/643,352 entitled “Multilayer
Framework Architecture and User Interfaces for Video Gaming Applications,” filed on May 07,
2012, by Brian Joseph Wiklem, Christopher Robert Masterton, and Carrie Ann Cowan.

Provisional application 61/643,352 provides support for all elements of the independent
claims. For instance, support for the following limitations of claim 2 may be found in the
following example sections of the provisional application:

e “A computer-implemented method for providing a video gaming environment
hosted on a server to one or more users,” see, for example, paragraphs 5, 30 and
Figure 1;

e “providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or
more users via one or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a
user interface configured to display the video gaming environment,” see, for

example, paragraph 7 and Figure 9,
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e “transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content
item representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment; receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the
content item on the social online service,” see, for example, paragraphs 39 and 83
as well as Figures 8 and 12;

e “determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based
on the interaction of the second user on the social online service,” see, for
example, paragraphs 75, 76, and 83;

e “modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence,”
see, for example, paragraphs 75, 76, and 83.

Thus, all elements of the independent claims are fully supported by the provisional
application having a priority date of May 7, 2012. Page 2 of the Office Action rejects the claims
under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Kosta in view of Baldwin. However, Kosta was
filed on June 28, 2012. Accordingly, the priority date of the present claims precedes that of Kosta
and the Office Action’s rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 is moot. Applicant, therefore, respectfully
requests that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 be withdrawn. Additionally, if a new office action
isissued by the Examiner, it should be made non-final consistent with the provisions of the Manual

of Patent Examining Procedure 706.07.
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CONCLUSION

Allowance of all claims is requested. If the Examiner believes that direct contact with
Applicant’s attorney will advance the prosecution of this case, the Examiner is encouraged to

contact the undersigned as indicated below.

Respectfully submitted,
BRIAN JOSEPH WIKLEM ET AL.

Dated:  September 11, 2018 By: /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276
Attorney for Applicant
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
310 East 4500 South, Suite 400
Salt Lake City, UT 84107
Tel.: (801) 258-9839
Fax: (801) 355-0160
Email: Itopham@patentlawworks.net

GTS.LAT:DAD
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Application Papers
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
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1. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
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2) IZI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) D Other- —
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Application/Control Number: 15/428,914 Page 2
Art Unit: 3714

DETAILED ACTION
Response to Amendment
This is in response to the amendments filed on 7/7/17. Prior to examination,
claim 1 was cancelled and claims 2 — 21 were added. Claims 2 — 21 are now pending in
the current application.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AlA 35
U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any
correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.
The following is a quotation of pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis

for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained through the invention is not identically disclosed or
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in
which the invention was made.

Claims 2 - 21 rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable
over Kosta (U.S. 2013/0006709) in view of Baldwin et al. (U.S. 2012/0072855).

Regarding claims 2 - 4, 11 — 14, and 21, Kosta discloses a computer-
implemented method for providing a video gaming environment hosted on a server to
one or more users, providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to

the one or more users via one or more user devices, (“the Gaming Network 100 may
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be implemented at one or more client systems(s), at one or more server
systems”, par. 0137), the one or more user devices including a user interface
configured to display the video gaming environment, (“including game play
information to the displays”, par. 0146), transmitting, by the server, a content item to
a social online service, the content item representing an event associated with a first
user in the video gaming environment, (“dynamically presents an offer to award the
player with one or more game-related awards, objects, benefits, achievements,
etc., in direct or indirect exchange for the player agreeing to post a status update
of the player's recent game play activity to one or more social network”, par.
0098), receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content item on
the social online service, determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming
environment based on the interaction of the second user on the social online service;
and modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.
(“Player Social Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 which, for example, may
be configured or designed to provide functionality for automatically and/or
dynamically determining Player Social Marketing Potential (PSMP) Score(s) for
one or more identified user(s)/player(s) based upon selected information, criteria,
considerations and/or objectives. In at least one embodiment, the Player Social
Influence Leveraging Component(s) 694 may also be configured or designed to
facilitate and/or enable the influencing of outcomes of selected game-related

activities™, par. 0248).
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Although Kosta discloses a user can post on social networks such as Facebook
and Twitter which are known to allow other users to comment on said post, Kosta is
silent regarding this particular limitation. In a related art, however, Baldwin discloses a
computer-implemented method operated using one or more computing devices for
providing video gaming in association with a social network, (“the client device 205
can be a mobile device having computer functionality, such as a personal digital
assistant (PDA), mobile telephone, video game system”, par. 0022), processing,
using the one or more computing devices, comments on the post to determine whether
the comments include one or more particular keywords commented on the post and in
response to determining that the comments include one or more keywords, (“if a first
user uploads a photograph to the social networking system 210, a second user
can subscribe to the photograph. Afterwards, if a third user posts a comment on
the web page containing the photograph, a message is sent to the second user
containing the comment”, par. 0034), using the one or more keywords to a select an
item, ("a document may be uploaded to or created within the group, and the group
may link to or provide a document-editing web page”, par. 0030). The Examiner
views the link of Baldwin in combination with Kosta as meeting the limitation of using a
keyword as play to select a game in the video gaming environment.

Regarding claims 5 - 8, 15 — 17, Kosta discloses determining a gameplay status
associated with the second user, the gameplay status associated with the second user
indicating a role of the second user in the video gaming environment; and determining

the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status
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associated with the second user, (“at least a portion of the content of the player's
status update post may be automatically and/or dynamically generated by the
gaming system”, par. 0098).

Regarding claims 9, 10, and 18 — 20, Kosta discloses responsive to receiving the
interaction of the second user with the content item on the social online service,
providing a reward to the first user in the video gaming environment, (“dynamically
presents an offer to award the player with one or more game-related awards,
objects, benefits, achievements, etc., in direct or indirect exchange for the player
agreeing to post a status update of the player's recent game play activity to one
or more social network”, par. 0098).

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to ERIC M. THOMAS whose telephone number is
(671)272-1699. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’'s
supervisor, David Lewis can be reached on (571) 272-7673. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/E.M.T./

Examiner, Art Unit 3714

/DAVID L LEWIS/

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication

from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR
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1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND

FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO bhecomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2017-02-09

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor | Brian Joseph Wiklem

. Art Unit
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name

Aftorney Docket Number 10177-05898 US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /Lance Topham/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-02-09
Name/Print Lance Topham Registration Number 70276

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.5.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record
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IN THE CLAIMS

All pending claims are reproduced below.

1. (Cancelled).

2. (New) A computer-implemented method for providing a video gaming
environment hosted on a server to one or more users, comprising:

providing access to the video gaming environment, by the server, to the one or more
users via one or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user
interface configured to display the video gaming environment;

transmitting, by the server, a content item to a social online service, the content item
representing an event associated with a first user in the video gaming
environment;

receiving, by the server, an interaction of a second user with the content item on the
social online service;

determining, by the server, an influence to the video gaming environment based on the
interaction of the second user on the social online service; and

modifying, by the server, the video gaming environment based on the influence.

3. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the interaction of the second user with the

content item includes a comment including a keyword.

4. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and
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determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

5. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay status
associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the video
gaming environment; and

determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status

associated with the second user.

6. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein the gameplay status is selected from a

group consisting of a core player status, a casual player status, and a non-player status.

7. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, applying the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

8. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and

responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
applying the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.
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0. (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.

10.  (New) The method of claim 2, further comprising:

responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming
environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

11.  (New) The method of claim 2, wherein modifying the video gaming environment
based on the influence includes:

applying the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, preventing the influence from

being applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

12.  (New) A system for hosting and providing a video gaming environment to one or
more users, comprising:

one or more processors; and

a memory storing instructions that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause

the system to:
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provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one
or more user devices, the one or more user devices including a user
interface configured to display the video gaming environment;

transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an
event associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction of a second user with the content item on the social online
service;

determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction
of the second user on the social online service; and

modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.

13.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the interaction of the second user with the

content item includes a comment including a keyword.

14.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
determine a keyword from the interaction of the second user with the content item; and

determine the influence to the video gaming environment based on the keyword.

15.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
determining a gameplay status associated with the second user, the gameplay status
associated with the second user indicating a role of the second user in the video

gaming environment; and
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determining the influence to the video gaming environment based on the gameplay status

associated with the second user.

16.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a non-player status;
and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the non-player
status, apply the influence to a game item associated with the first user in the

video gaming environment.

17.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
determine that a gameplay status associated with the second user is a player status; and
responsive to the gameplay status associated with the second user being the player status,
apply the influence to a game item associated with the second user in the video

gaming environment.

18.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, provide a reward to the first user in the video gaming

environment.
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19.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the instructions, when executed, cause the
system to:
responsive to receiving the interaction of the second user with the content item on the
social online service, providing a reward to the second user in the video gaming
environment, the reward for the second user being an amount of uncollected

reward associated with the first user in the video gaming environment.

20.  (New) The system of claim 12, wherein to modify the video gaming environment
based on the influence, the instructions, when executed, cause the system to:

apply the influence to a game item in the video gaming environment; and

responsive to applying the influence to the game item, prevent the influence from being

applied to the game item for a predetermined time period.

21. (New) A computer program product comprising a non-transitory computer usable
medium including a computer readable program for hosting and providing a video gaming
environment to one or more users, wherein the computer readable program when executed on a
computer causes the computer to:

provide access to the video gaming environment to the one or more users via one or more

user devices, the one or more user devices including a user interface configured to
display the video gaming environment;

transmit a content item to a social online service, the content item representing an event

associated with a first user in the video gaming environment;

receive an interaction of a second user with the content item on the social online service;
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determine an influence to the video gaming environment based on the interaction of the
second user on the social online service; and

modify the video gaming environment based on the influence.
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REMARKS

Favorable consideration of this application is respectfully requested.

By this preliminary amendment, Claim 1 is cancelled and Claims 2-21 are newly added.
Claims 2-21 are pending. Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter is added by this
preliminary amendment.

Allowance of all claims is requested. If the Examiner believes that direct contact with
Applicants’ attorney will advance the prosecution of this case, the Examiner is encouraged to

contact the undersigned as indicated below.

Respectfully submitted,
BRIAN JOSEPH WIKLEM ET AL.

Dated:  July 7, 2017 By:  /Lance A. Topham/
Lance A. Topham, Reg. No. 70,276
Attorney for Applicants
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
201 South Main Street, Suite 250
Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Tel.: (801)258-9839
Fax: (801)355-0160
Email: ltopham@patentlawworks.net

LAT:CN
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| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
15/428,914 02/09/2017 Brian Joseph Wiklem 10177-05898 US

CONFIRMATION NO. 1337

93219 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER

Patent Law Works, LLP

201 South Main Street, Suite 250 LR

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 000000030357167

Date Mailed: 04/04/2017

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 03/31/2017.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/enguyen/

page 1 of 1
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Doc Code: PA.
Document Description: Power of Attorney

PTO/AIA/82A (07-13)

Approved for use through 11/30/2014. OMB 0651-0051

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE

REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B) to identify the application to which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is

directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

Application Number 15/428,914

Filing Date February 9, 2017

First Named Inventor Brian Joseph Wiklem

Title Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video Gaming

Applications

Art Unit 3714

Examiner Name Not Yet Known

Attorney Docket Number |10177-05898 US

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Signature /Pa|ge AISbury/

Date (Optional)

March 31, 2017

Name Paige M. Alsbury

Registration
Number

72,965

Title (if Applicant is a Attorney for Applicant
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity) C P StUd'OS LLC

more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If

/ *Total of One (] ) forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.
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P Cade: PAL

SR ) PTG AR - 12

Dixcaent Puscrvipiion Power of Anarsey Approvet for s Hrough TREEINHE OMB 08510038
0.5 Fatent ang Tragemark Offcs: U3, DEPARTNENT OF COMMERCE

Lnded tha Pagsnvark Reduction Act ol 1395, 80 persons ars seauires 1p resiond fo 3 nebrction ot iprenafisg tntess R dispiays aovatil O somrol number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT “

| herely revoke 3l previous powers of attomey given in the application identied in the atiached transmittal letter,
l@ﬁ { hereby. appoint Praciitioner(s) associaied with the 1b'ic‘swin§ Customesr Number as mylour attorney(s) or agent(g), and o
*iransact all business in the United Siates Patent and Trademark Office connecied therewith for the-application referenced
i1 the altsched wansmoliial lelter (form PTOAIAER2A or equivaleat); !

OR 93219

{71 Ehereby appeint Praciitioner{s) named below as myfour attomawshoragent{s), and o transact sil business in the
= Uniisd States Patent and Trademark Offioe connesteg therewith jor the application referenced in the attachesd
tranemittal Jatter forrn PTOIAIAEZA o aquivalent):

Regiatration

Ko e - Hegistration
Nuitiesr

Numier

N

Plense recognize of changs the correspondence adaress for (he apphcation enthed in the atacned
transmitial lelter o

¥

ﬁ] The address associaed with tha above-mantioned Cusiomer Numbs

} Tha auirass associatad vih Cusiomer Nurmbar:
OR i
’] Fimor
~~~~ individual Mame

| State

ol
K+

{m Y

Tetephone § B

fam the Apglicant:

{ *Inventor o Joint invenior

D..ega Representativi of 4 Deceased of Legally Incapacitated Invanior

.

B Assignes or Parson tn Whom the nventor is Under an Otligation to Assign

“““ iParson Who Ctherwise Shows Sulficient Propristary Interest {e.g., a palilion under 37 CFR 1.48{b) was
grameci ity the-application of is concurrently being Med with this docunr‘ent}”

= SIGHNATURE of Applicant for Patent
Signature : Rt A ‘*\s\ \f“ . i Bas Yiden
Mame Lews Riter h Tolephons | BUI-SA1-T185

{ Title s Campany | Managing Dhsclor of TR Sludins 10G

NOYE: Signaturs ~ This form must be sighned by the spplicant in ascordance with 37 CFR 133, Sed 37 OFR 1.4 for signature reuinsments and
certifications. Submitmoliipis forms e moye s  one S ignatire; see balow ™

B \
P MTotwiof iomns are submitisd,

Lt e

Tiin cogcton of infonustion s requined by 37 OFR 1.3%, 1:32 and 1.33. Yha infonnation araquired to obials or relain a benait by the publicwhichis & fite fand by dhe
UEPTO 0 PIOCENS nnpdcalmf\ Gonfidantiafity is ne\«s\rnet_ by SHAES.0.132 sno 37 CFR 111 apd 144, This wolfsction s sethmaster £ ke ¥ mivutes to complets,
inchuding gathering, proparing, snd stmm:mr»g the cumyptatsd apr«..at.m fary te e USFTO, Tine vl vary depwnding upon e individual case. Any rommants cn
$hat vt & g v MQuig to compinte. fis form andiur e pgcueing this Brmen, should ba gent o the Ohisf Infanvation Offines, LS, Patént ahg
Trasdomark Difee; WS, Daparimeny of Dummerds, £.0. Box 3 andig, YA ZZITH450. OO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETEDR F\J“?b&\. TO TS

ADDRESS. SEND TG Commissioner for Patents, P.O: Box 14 480, Alexandria, YA 223131450,

H yout siesd aesistannsin completing e o, call 1-8IWETCR97 98 and selact option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in
connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent.
Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general
authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used
by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related
to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the
patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (56 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records
from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine
whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including
disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains,
when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the
subject matter of the record.

4. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of
the Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974,
as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau
of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation
Treaty.

6. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant
to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the
Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records
conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in
records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing
inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce)
directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public
after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a
patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the
limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and
which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to
public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal,
State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or
potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt
EFS ID: 28791974
Application Number: 15428914
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 1337
Title of Invention: Multilay?r Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video Gaming
Applications
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Brian Joseph Wiklem
Customer Number: 93219
Filer: Paige McDede Alsbury
Filer Authorized By:
Attorney Docket Number: 10177-05898 US
Receipt Date: 31-MAR-2017
Filing Date: 09-FEB-2017
Time Stamp: 10:12:22
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
551823
1 Power of Attorney 05898US20170331_POA.pdf no 3
Se39be7 50230 eSS 4356
Warnings:
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Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 551823

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/428,914
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) N/A N/A N/A 70 N/A
SEARCH FEE
@7 GFR 1.16(K) (). or () N/A N/A N/A 300 N/A
EXAMINATION FEE
N FEE N/A N/A N/A 360 N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 1 minus 20 = 40 = 0.00 OR
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 1 minus 3 = 210 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 730 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
L Total . i “ =
> 37 CFg ?.16(i)) Minus = OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
i (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CFg ?.16(i)) OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
w (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
15/428,914 02/09/2017 3714 730 10177-05898 US 1 1
CONFIRMATION NO. 1337
93219 UPDATED FILING RECEIPT

Patent L Works, LLP
201 South Main Street, Suite 250 O A

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Date Mailed: 03/29/2017

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)
Brian Joseph Wiklem, Costa Mesa, CA;
Carrie Ann Cowan, Costa Mesa, CA;
Applicant(s)
CP Studios LLC, Residence Not Provided;

Power of Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 13/889,276 05/07/2013
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,266 05/07/2013 PAT 9604132
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,274 05/07/2013
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,284 05/07/2013 PAT 9597586
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

page 1 of 4
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Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: No
Permission to Access Search Results: No

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 02/16/2017

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/428,914

Projected Publication Date: Request for Non-Publication Acknowledged

Non-Publication Request: Yes

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video Gaming Applications
Preliminary Class

463
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

page 2 of 4
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For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor

page 3 of 4
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community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.Uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
15/428,914 02/09/2017 3714 730 10177-05898 US 1 1
CONFIRMATION NO. 1337
93219 CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT

Patent L Works, LLP
201 South Main Street, Suite 250 O A

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Date Mailed: 03/29/2017

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)
Brian Joseph Wiklem, Costa Mesa, CA;
Carrie Ann Cowan, Costa Mesa, CA;
Applicant(s)
CP Studios LLC, Residence Not Provided;

Power of Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 13/889,276 05/07/2013
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,266 05/07/2013 PAT 9604132
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,274 05/07/2013
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012
This application 15/428,914
is a CON of 13/889,284 05/07/2013 PAT 9597586
which claims benefit of 61/643,352 05/07/2012

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.
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Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: No
Permission to Access Search Results: No

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 02/16/2017

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/428,914

Projected Publication Date: Request for Non-Publication Acknowledged

Non-Publication Request: Yes

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interface for Video Gaming Applications
Preliminary Class

463
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT
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amendment and consider the following remarks.
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IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend paragraph [0001] as follows:

This application is a-eentinuation-n-part continuation of U.S. Patent Application No.
13/889,276, titled “Multilayer Framework and Architecture with Variable Video Gaming
Capabilities,” filed May 07, 2013, a-continuation—+a—part continuation of U.S. Patent Application
No. 13/889,266, titled “Video Gaming Platform and User Interface,” filed May 07, 2013; a-
conttnbation—in-part continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 13/889,274, titled “Providing
Synchronized and Integrated Video Gaming,” filed May 07, 2013; a-eontinvation—ta—part
continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 13/889,284, titled “Providing Video Gaming Action
Via Communications In A Social Network,” filed May 07, 2013; which each incorporate each
other by reference and each claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/643,352, entitled “Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interfaces
for Video Gaming Applications”, filed on May 07, 2012, the entire contents of all of which are

incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.
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REMARKS

Favorable consideration of this application is respectfully requested.

By this preliminary amendment, the specification has been amended to correct the priority
claim in paragraph [0001]. Applicants’ have also attached a substitute specification showing the
changes to paragraph [0001] for the office’s convenience. It is respectfully submitted that no new
matter is added by this preliminary amendment.

Allowance of the instant application is requested. If the Examiner believes that direct
contact with Applicants’ attorney will advance the prosecution of this case, the Examiner is

encouraged to contact the undersigned as indicated below.

Respectfully submitted,
BRIAN JOSEPH WIKLEM ET AL.

Dated:  March 27, 2017 By:  /Paige Alsbury/
Paige Alsbury, Reg. No. 72,965
Attorney for Applicants
PATENT LAW WORKS LLP
201 South Main Street, Suite 250
Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Tel.: (801) 258-9837
Fax: (801)355-0160
Email: patents@patentlawworks.net
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MULTILAYER FRAMEWORK ARCHITECTURE AND

USER INTERFACE FOR VIDEO GAMING APPLICATIONS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a-eentinnationin-part continuation of U.S. Patent Application
No. 13/889,276, titled “Multilayer Framework and Architecture with Variable Video Gaming
Capabilities,” filed May 07, 2013; a-contination-in-part continuation of U.S. Patent Application
No. 13/889,2606, titled “Video Gaming Platform and User Interface,” filed May 07, 2013; a
continnation—in-part continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 13/889,274, titled “Providing
Synchromzed and Integrated Video Gaming,” filed May 07, 2013; a-continnation-in-part
continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 13/889,284, titled “Providing Video Gaming Action
Via Communications In A Social Network,” filed May 07, 2013; which each incorporate each
other by reference and each claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/643,352, entitled “Multilayer Framework Architecture and User Interfaces
for Video Gaming Applications”, filed on May 07, 2012, the entire contents of all of which are

incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND
[0002] The present disclosure relates to video gaming platforms and applications,
including those accessed via online or digital services or communities, for example, social

networks, or directly via hosted websites, dedicated either wholly or partially for the purpose of
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implementing video gaming applications. In particular, the present disclosure relates to
multilayer system framework and architecture with variable video gaming capabilities.

[0003] In recent years, video games have become extremely popular. Video games are
used not only for entertainment, but also for instructional purposes. Players typically interact
with a gaming application through computer or console peripherals such as keyboard, mouse,
joysticks, a wide variety of game pads, and funny controllers such as the NES Zapper®. More
recently, nontraditional controller technologies such as dance pads, the Wii-mote® or the
Kinect®, offering new types of gaming experiences are beginming to emerge. These technologies
are capable of enhancing games to incorporate movement, creating a new experience and
attracting new audiences.

[0004] With the popularity of social networks reaching epic proportions, social games
have also become very popular.

[0005] With the ongoing trends and exponential growth in video gaming, it would
certainly be beneficial to find better architectures for gaming applications that continue to

enhance the user experience.

SUMMARY
[0006] The present disclosure overcomes the deficiencies and limitations of the prior art
by providing a technology with a flexible architecture for video gaming applications. In some
embodiments, the flexible architecture provides a continuous visual experience for players across
different platforms (platform agnostic) and engages them at different levels. Each of the players
may have a umque and different visual experience, depending upon the gaming platform a player

uses. The architecture facilitates access to video gaming applications in various ways, including
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1) via social networks or sites, for example, accessed via personal computers or laptops; 2) via
wall posts or via an online social networking service that enables its users to send and read text-
based posts; 3) via mobile devices 10OS®, Android™, or Windows-based smart phones); and 4)
via game consoles (for example, PS3®, Xbox 360®, or Wii®).

[0007] In some embodiments, the present disclosure overcomes the deficiencies and
limitations of the prior art by providing a technology with a synchromzed and integrated
architecture for video gaming applications. In some embodiments, the synchronized and
integrated architecture provides a continuous visual experience for players across different
platforms (platform agnostic) and engages them at different levels as they access a particular
game from the different platforms. In some instances, each of the players may have a umque and
different visual experience, depending upon the gaming platform a player uses. The architecture
facilitates access to video gaming applications via personal computers, via mobile devices, via
game consoles, via tablets or the like. In some instances, a single player can play a particular
game including a main component and a sub-component from the different platforms, where play
in the sub-component is seamlessly integrated into the main component.

[0008] Video gaming applications may be purchased via platform application stores.
These applications are supported by Android (Android is a Linux-based operating system for
mobile devices such as smartphones and tablet computers - it is developed by the Open Handset
Alliance), 10S (a mobile operating system developed by Apple Inc.) platforms, and phones
operating windows. The user interface of an i0S platform is based on the concept of direct
mamnipulation, using multi-touch gestures. Interface control elements consist of sliders, switches,

and buttons. The response to user input is immediate and provides a fluid interface.

3 of 54 10177-05898 US

Twitch Interactive EX1003 Page 191



[0009] Video gaming applications (e.g., in association with social networks) may be
hosted or accessed via social networks, other third-party services or on third-party servers, stand-
alone platforms, tablets, smartphones or the like. Multiple players (hundreds, thousands, if not
millions) may access gaming applications via any or all of these ways. In addition, the flexible
architecture provides a scalable infrastructure with cross-platform pollination technology
(achievements and rewards are transferred between platforms used by particular players) and
secure collection of data. Video gaming applications may be based on umversal themes that
appeal to a broad range of demographics and provides a continuous flow of data analytics. They
offer opportunities for configuring advertisements and promotions to accomplish strategic goals.
[0010] In some embodiments, the flexible (and/or synchronized and integrated)
architecture provides multiple levels of play, permitting players to engage in different ways from
different platforms or a single player to engage from multiple platforms. The different levels of
play options include 1) a peer-to-peer competitive challenge level for core players, 2) a casual
play option for play with friends with whom a player shares an affinity, for example, in a social
network; and a 3) spectator mode that permits non-players in a network to assist friends. Feed-
based triggers allow for greater rewards to players and ease of discovering games.

[0011] In yet other embodiments, which may include any or all of the aspects described
above, the flexible architecture permits mobile play, extending the gaming arena or world to
different platforms, so achievements in a particular game may be earned and shared more easily
across platforms. In addition, a player may eamn location-based rewards.

[0012] Moreover, the flexible architecture provides a system of rewards at check-in, to
coax players by providing greater incentives. The flexible architecture permits concurrent “solo”

play by a player or gamer, collaborative and competitive play by multiple players. The flexible
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architecture has user interfaces that are configured to provide different experiences for different
players, including for example, a three-dimensional user experience. In some embodiments, the
video gaming applications include story-driven quests and game play, giving players more than
just tasks and chores. As one example, an aviation gaming application may utilize a collection of
two hundred and fifty or more aircrafts and include transactions relating to the aircrafts and their
environment, creation of the environment in which the aircrafts operate, etc. In this particular
application, players may create and manage their experience (for example, build and manage an
aviation empire), enjoy the thrill of history (aviation’s past), and travel the globe and fly through
an open network of friendly and rival airports.

[0013] In yet other embodiments, the system provides a plurality of features for player

2 G«

control of the virtual arena including control of “play” times, “gifts” and “rewards,” “collect”
and “decorate” features, monitor types of “play” (for example, acceleration progress), generate
user content, etc.

[0014] In some embodiments, the video gaming applications may be free, when accessed
via social-network platforms, in which instances revenue is generated via market place for
products used during the game, direct advertising, etc. The flexible architecture permits for easy
access through a particular player’s social network, allowing other players to discover a
particular game and permit conversion as necessary.

[0015] In yet other embodiments, linking or connecting platforms creates a more

interesting gaming world.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The present disclosure is illustrated by way of example, and not by way of
limitation, in the figures of the accompanying drawings, in which like reference numerals are
used to refer to similar elements.

[0017] Figure 1 is a high-level block diagram illustrating some embodiments of a system
architecture for providing video gaming platforms, accessed either via a social network (hosted
on a social network server or a server associated with it), an online or digital live gaming server,
or a third- party video gaming website (hosted by a third party on its server).

[0018] Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating some embodiments of a social network
server or a third party server shown in Figure 1, including its hardware components.

[0019] Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating some embodiments of a gaming platform
shown in Figures 1 and 2, and its software components.

[0020] Figure 4 is an example flow chart illustrating an example general method for

creating or branching off a sub game.

[0021] Figure 5 is an example flow chart illustrating an example method for obtaining a
promotion.
[0022] Figure 6 is an example flow chart illustrating an example method for assigning a

status (“leader” or “core,” “follower” or “casual,” or “bystander” or “spectator”) to a player.
[0023] Figure 7 is an example flow chart illustrating an example method for earmning
rewards or features within a game.

[0024] Figure 8 is a graphical representation illustrating a virtual game arena accessed by
various users with varying status and an index of user status.

[0025] Figure 9 is a graphical representation illustrating one example of a game structure.
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[0026] Figure 10 is a graphical representation illustrating a virtual game arena with
concurrent operation of multiple games.

[0027] Figure 11 is a graphical representation of a data storage configuration with storage
of game-related information.

[0028] Figure 12 is a flow chart illustrating an example method for game play, in this
instance an aviation game.

[0029] Figure 13 is a graphical representation of an example action via a user interface,
by auser in a gaming application (e.g. aviation), for example, where a user creates or sets an
aviation route.

[0030] Figure 14 is a graphical representation illustrating a gaming applications operating
on a third-party server, with concurrent play by users (gamers or players) from remote locations
linked by an integrated user interface.

[0031] Figure 15 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface
display to one player with an in-game message related to another player’s activity.

[0032] Figure 16 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface
display to one player with an in-game message awarding items from another player.

[0033] Figure 17 is a graphical representation illustrating several example in-game
messages displayed to one player on another player’s activity.

[0034] Figure 18 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface
configured within a social network for accepting requests for user game play within a game.
[0035] Figure 19 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for

interacting with a game via a social network including unlocking new content.
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[0036] Figure 20A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface
display within a social network with a player's notification about one player's promotion within
the game and other player comments on the player notification.

[0037] Figure 20B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface
display within a social network with a player notification about one player's promotion within
the game and other non-player comments on the player notification.

[0038] Figure 21A is a graphical representation illustrating an example use interface
within a social network with a player notification on a particular player traveling to another
player's area within the game and posting of other player comments further to the player
notification.

[0039] Figure 21B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on a player’s
activity within the game.

[0040] Figure 22A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on a player visiting a
player’s virtual area within the game.

[0041] Figure 22B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on a player
visiting a player’s virtual area within the game.

[0042] Figure 23A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on a player sending

items within the game.
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[0043] Figure 23B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including comments from non-players on a player
sending items within the game.

[0044] Figure 24 A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on an item purchase
within the game.

[0045] Figure 24B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on an item
purchase within the game.

[0046] Figure 25A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on an area purchase
within the game.

[0047] Figure 25B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on an area
purchase within the game.

[0048] Figure 26 A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on building an item
within the game.

[0049] Figure 26B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on building an

item within the game.

9 of 54 10177-05898 US

Twitch Interactive EX1003

Page 197



[0050] Figure 27A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on a task within the
game.

[0051] Figure 27B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on a task within
the game.

[0052] Figure 28A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on completing a task
within the game.

[0053] Figure 28B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on completing a
task within the game.

[0054] Figure 29A is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including players commenting on arriving at another
player’s virtual area within the game.

[0055] Figure 29B is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface for
interacting with a game via a social network including non-players commenting on arriving at
another player’s virtual area within the game.

[0056] Figure 30 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface with
displays of weather items and their descriptions.

[0057] Figure 31 is a graphical representation illustrating an example user interface

configured to provide a game state that affects game play.
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[0058] Figure 32 is a flow chart illustrating an example general method for allowing
access from one or more clients (e.g., players or gamers).

[0059] Figure 33 is a flow chart illustrating an example method for determining graphics
based on a user device or platform.

[0060] Figure 34 is a flow chart illustrating an example method for synchromzing
information across platforms.

[0061] Figure 35 is a graphical representation of a “virtual” game arena illustrating
several games (Game 1 through Game N) at play and reflecting variable user status for each of
the users and the platforms used by each user to facilitate synchromzed and integrated play.
[0062] Figure 36 is a graphical representation/block diagram of example virtual game
play in a cloud of one or more games, each accessed via different platforms.

[0063] Figure 37 is a graphical representation illustrating an example of a different user
experience based on a user device and/or user preference.

[0064] Figure 38 is a block diagram illustrating integrated and synchromized play from
various access points.

[0065] Figure 39 is a flow chart illustrating an example general method for posting
game-play activity on a social network.

[0066] Figure 40 is a flow chart illustrating an example general method for interacting
with a game based on social network activity.

[0067] Figure 41 is a graphical representation of a particular user’s (Player A) social

network or social graph.
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