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THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CHARLESTON DIVISION 

THORNE RESEARCH, INC., and THORNE 
HEALTHTECH, INC., 

Plaintiffs 

v. 

NIAGEN BIOSCIENCE, INC., and 
CHROMADEX, INC., and THE QUEEN’S 
UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST 

Defendants. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

C.A. No. 2:26-cv-01758-RMG

THORNE RESEARCH, INC. AND THORNE HEALTHTECH, INC.’S STIPULATION 
CONCERNING INVALIDITY GROUNDS 

On June 22, 2026, Plaintiffs Thorne Research, Inc. and Thorne HealthTech, Inc. 

(“Thorne”) filed petition number IPR2026-00400 with the Patent Trial and Appeal Board 

requesting inter partes review (“IPR”) of U.S. Patent No. 12,252,506 (“the ’506 patent”). The 

petition advances at least one ground of unpatentability against claims 1-12 and 21-35 of the 

’506 patent (“Challenged Claims”).  

Thorne hereby stipulates that if the Patent Trial and Appeal Board institutes IPR on the 

petition filed in IPR2026-00400, then Thorne will not pursue in this case, against any of the 

Challenged Claims in the instituted IPR, the specific grounds advanced in the instituted IPR or 

any ground that reasonably could have been raised in an IPR (i.e., any ground that could be 

raised under §§ 102 or 103 against any of the Challenged Claims only on the basis of prior art 

patents or printed publications).  
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This stipulation is not intended and should not be construed to limit Thorne’s ability to 

assert invalidity of the claims of the ’506 patent on any other ground regardless of whether the 

IPR is instituted. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/Addie K. S. Ries 

OF COUNSEL: 
 
Wendy L. Devine 
Kristina M. Hanson 
WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & 
ROSATI, P.C. 
One Market Plaza 
Spear Tower, Suite 3300 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Telephone: (415) 497-2000 
Facsimile: (866) 974-7329 

Dated:  September 2, 2026 

Addie K. S. Ries 
S.C. Bar No. 103016 
SMITH, ANDERSON, BLOUNT, DORSETT, 
MITCHELL & JERNIGAN, LLP 
150 Fayetteville St., Ste 2800 
Raleigh North Carolina 27601 
Telephone: (919) 821-6710 
Facsimile: (919) 821-6800 
aries@smithlaw.com  
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs Thorne Research, Inc. and 
Thorne HealthTech, Inc. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on September 2, 2026, a copy of the foregoing document was 

electronically filed and served upon all attorneys of record via the Court’s CM/ECF system. 

 

       /s/Addie K. S. Ries    

 

2:26-cv-01758-RMG       Date Filed 09/02/26      Entry Number 31       Page 3 of 3




