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sheet•fed scanner 

save or print a document. a tran.,;lucent sheet emerges from 
the window title bar and remains attached to that window 
even if it •is moved 10 the background. The sheet allows the 
user to continue working in the window. or in othe.r win­
dows. without closing the sheet. 

sheet.fed scanner 11. A scaoner with a single-sheet feed 
mechaiiism. in which sheets of paper are pulled U'I b)' d1e 
scanner and scanned a.,; dle)' pas.~ over a stationary sc.anning 
rnechailisn1. Sheet-fed scanners allow for automatic scan­
ning of n1ultiple-sheet docwnems. See ul\·() scanner. Clim­

pure drum scanner, flatbed scanner, handheld scanner. 

sheet feeder n. A device that accepts a scad: of paper 
and feeds i t co a printer one page. ac a time .. 

shelfware n. Software that has been unsold or unused 
for a long tirne .. and so ha,; rern.ained 011 a retailer's or 
user·s shelf. 

shell1 n. A piece of software, usually a separate prograin . 
that provides direcc cominuoic.acion be1wee11 the user and 
the operating syscern. E.xamples of shells are Macintosh 
Finder and the MS-DOS command imecface prograrn 
COMMAND.COM. See al.\·a Bourne shell. C shell, 
Fi11der, Kon1 shell. C"mpare kemel. 

sheii2 vb. See shell out. 

shell account n. A contpute.r set\'ice chat pennit.,; a use.c 
co encer operating-syscem commands on che secvice pro­
videt's system through a coiruna11d-li11e interface (usual tiy 
one of che UNIX shells) rather than having to access the 
Intecnet through a graphi c.al usec interface. Shell accoun1s 
can pcovide Jncernec access through character-based cools 
such as Lynx for browsing the Wotld Wide Web. See a/sa 
shell'. 

shell archive n. En UNIX aod GNU. a collection of com­
pressed files that has been pre.pared for transmission by an 
e-mail servic.e using the. shar command. 

shell out i·b. To obtain temporary access co lhe operaling­
system she.II without having co shut down lhe. current appfi­
cation and rerum co diat applicacion after performing the 
desired shell fu1lction. Many UNIX progcam.~ allow che user 
cos-hell ouc; the user can do the same U'I windowing environ• 
me.nts by switching co lhe main sysce,n window. 

shell script " · A .script executed by the c-0mn1and inter­
pretet (she.JI) of an operating system. The terrn generally 
refers 10 scripcs exec:uced by the Bourne. C, and Kom 
shells 01l UNIX platforms. A/10 ctdled: ba1c.h file. See t1/so 
batch tile. script. shell1. 
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shopping cart 

Shell sort n. A ptogcamming algorithm used for o,deting 
data in which data are .sorted in subsets so diat the proce.~s 
works its way from unsoned 10 progres.,;i\'ely more sosted. 
Named aftec its in\'entot. Donald Shell, it is faster than the 
bubble sort and the in.,;ertion sort. See al:w aJgocithru. 
Compt1re bubble son. insertion socc. 

Sherlock 11. Ail advanced searc.h 111ec.haiiism included 
with the Maci1nosh OS. Sherlock pro\'ides che ability co 
search multiple lntemec search engines simultaneously 
and incorporace.,; lhe Macintosh Find File incerface for 
searches of local volume.,;. Additional plug-in.,; can expand 
che number of search engines a\'ailable for access and 
inccease searc.h option.,;. 

shielded twisted-pair wiring 11. Ste twisced.pait wiring. 

shtft ,,b. ln ptogcan.1min_g. to move the bit v:'llues one posi­
tion co tl1e left or right in a register or memory location. 
See also end.acound shift. Ct>mf}'Jre rotate (definition 2). 

Shtft+cllck or Shift click vb. To click the mou$e bunon 
while holding down the Shift key. Shift+clicking perfonns 
different operations in different application.,;, but it,; most 
common use iii Windows is co allow users co selec.t multi­
ple items in a list. foe example. co select a number of fiJe.s 
for deletion or copying. 

Shtft key u. A keyboard key th.at. when pressed in combi­
nation with another ker. gives that key an ahemacive 
meaning: for example. producing an uppercase c.haraccer 
when a letter key is pressed. The Shi ft key is also used in 
variou.,; key combi11ations tocreace nonstandard chatacters 
or co pe.rform special operation.,;. The te.nn is adapced froiu 
usage in relatio11 to manual 1ype:wricers, in which 1he key 
physically shifced che carriage 10 print an alternative c.hac­
acce.r. See ulso Caps Lock key. 

Shtft.PrtSc n. See Print Scceen key. 

shift register n. A circuit i..11 which all bits are. shifted one 
position at eac.h clock cycle. Jc c.an be eicher line.at (a bit is 
in.,;ened ac one e11d and ''lo.st" at the othe.r during e.ach 
eye.le) or ic can be cyclic or looped (the .. lost" bit is 
in.,;erted back ac the beginning). See "Isa register. shi tt 

Shockwave n. A format for mulcirnedia audio and video 
files within HTML documents, ere.aced by Macromedia. 
which markecs a family of Shoc.kwave servecs and plug-in 
programs foe Web browsers. See ,;/Ja HTML. 

shopping cart n. ln e-con11ne,rce. programs. a file in 
whic.h an online customec score.,; infocmation on pocential 
purchases umil ready to order. Usually represented on 
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