
The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20120206054222/http://toucharcade.com:80/2012/02/03/tweet-land-review/
Main
Reviews
Forums
New Games
Podcast
• submit tip •

'Tweet Land' Review - A Great Idea, but Flawed Gameplay
posted February 3rd, 2012 7:00 AM EST by Jared Nelson in $1.99, 2.5 stars, Arcade, Games, iPhone games, iPod touch games, Reviews

We've had our eye on Tweet Land [$1.99] from Why Ideas ever since we spotted it as a curious Kickstarter project back
in April of last year. The project was more than sufficiently funded, and last month we were treated to a new trailer and news that Tweet Land
would be hitting at the end of January. As expected, earlier this week the game finally went live in the App Store.

Tweet Land was intriguing due to its unique real-time usage of tweets drawn from Twitter that would trigger elements into the game. It reaches
out into the vast ocean of Twitter and utilizes special keywords from real tweets to create things in the game. It's a fantastic idea in theory, and
Why Ideas did pull it off on a functional level just as they had promised. However, despite being really innovative, Tweet Land doesn't hold up
as well in the gameplay department, and there were a couple of unintended side effects of using live tweets that left a sour taste in my mouth.

First, let's talk about the kind of gameplay that's in Tweet Land. You control a car heading down the highway (Route 140 no less) and you must
make it to the finish line while dodging tweet-driven hazards and other traffic on the road. You can veer into the other cars from the side to
knock them off the road and score some points, and ramming multiple cars off the road at once will multiply the points you earn. If you hit cars
from behind or run into road hazards, you lose a bit of life, which is represented by the visual damage on your car.
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I really like Tweet Land's retro style, and there is a lot of humor and personality in its pixel art visuals (though it's kind of blurry on my iPhone
4S). But things start to fall apart when you actually start playing. The controls are very slippery, and it's hard to be precise when trying to
properly ram other cars or avoid hitting hazards. With practice you can get used to it, but it's still really annoying when you're trying to quickly
react to something and the controls don't afford you the kind of finesse that you need to get it done.

I think when you have games that are built on top of a very simple core gameplay concept, you have to get all the little details right. That's why
games like Jetpack Joyride or Angry Birds are often imitated but rarely duplicated. as they get the feel of the controls and the movement in the
game so right. If you're going to be doing the same action over and over again, you want that action to be fun. While Tweet Land has its share of
fun moments, something about it just feels off, like it's missing something but I can't pinpoint what.

The game is broken into two environments with 12 levels each, with a spot for a third environment
that's said to be coming soon. With each new level, new tweet-driven elements are introduced and added to the current ones, so as you keep
going the variety of things that can happen increases quite a bit. An example of a hazard would be if someone tweets the word "meteor" then a
meteor will fly in from off screen and you'll have to use the position of its shadow in order to avoid being crushed. There are helpful things that
can be triggered in the game too, like health packs or a temporary spread shot for your vehicle.

One problem with the progression in Tweet Land is that it gets rather hard rather quickly, and if you get stuck on a level there's no moving
forward until you beat it. This got pretty frustrating since many of the times that I died it felt like it wasn't actually my fault. When elements are
brought in from Twitter, they are accompanied by a label with the Twitter handle of whoever tweeted that keyword. This is neat, but leads to an
incredibly cluttered and distracting screen, especially when there are multiple things happening at once. Coupled with the floaty controls and the
speed at which things are zooming by, and the odds are stacked against you.

Arrows indicate where things will be coming in from off screen, but they're hard to notice amongst the
busyness on the screen and often aren't very helpful. Add in the fact that there's usually a ton of traffic on the road with you, and making it to the
finish line intact can require a healthy dose of luck just as much as skill. The levels tend to be a bit longish, and nothing is worse than seeing
your cheap demise when you're within a stone's throw of the finish. The more I failed a level over and over, the less I felt compelled to go back
and conquer it.

However, my biggest issue with Tweet Land is something that I didn't really expect: the tweets that the game draws from can be much too
somber for what is supposed to be a fun and lighthearted game. For example, if someone tweets about a "car crash" then cars will zoom in from
offscreen and wreck into some of the other traffic on the road. When your run ends, you have the option of looking at a list of all the tweets that
were used to bring things into the game.
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To my horror, I found that in this particular instance "car crash" was pulled from a huge retweet campaign trying to raise money for a girl who
had lost her parents in a car crash in Florida. I know Tweet Land has no way of telling the difference, but I couldn't help but feel crass for
playing a game that was fueled by somebody else's tragedy. With some of the other keywords used in the game – like tsunami, terrorist, and
death – I have no doubt that encountering a downer situation like that will occur often.

This plug-in isn't supported

While I do still think the idea behind Tweet Land is incredibly clever, I just find the game too fundamentally flawed to be enjoyable. Don't get
me wrong, I want to like it and I did find myself having fun with the game at times, but those fun times are quickly diminished when you realize
your game is possibly being powered by the tragic tweets of strangers. Beyond that, the gameplay is too average to warrant dealing with cheap
deaths and an unpredictable difficulty.

With some tweaks to the controls and interface, and perhaps some sort of filter for what kind of keywords are utilized, then Tweet Land could
end up being something pretty special. It feels like it's just a couple notches off of being something great, and I hope it gets there someday. As it
is now, though, it's hard to recommend the game except to those who might be curious to check out its novel use of Twitter or are prepared to
deal with its shortcomings.

App Store Link: Tweet Land, $1.99
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>>> Angry Sheep -- -by Fino Soft Inc. <<< (4)
The Lost City - New adventure game from Fire Maple Games! (60)
STREET FIGHTER IV Volt - [v1.02 FeiLong, Yun added + multiplayer enhancements] (14095)
Off The Leash - (by Big Pixel Studios) - FREE release sale (95)
Monster Island - (by Miniclip.com) (439)
RAVENMARK: Scourge of Estellion (by Witching Hour Studios) v1.02 Universal (496)
Bean's Quest [Universal][Platformer] (226)
Super Crate Box - (by Vlambeer) - Universal App (1258)
Call of Cthulhu: The Wasted Land - (by Red Wasp Design) - Universal App (175)
Elf Defense Eng (by Jellyoasis Inc.) [Universal] (87)
New Orbit - by Blackish Games (Universal App) (36)
iPhone Game - Striker Force is available now (13)
Zombie Bunnies - (by Coding Design/Lavafish) (52)
Fribble (6)
Endgame: Singularity II - (by r6 appz) [Universal] (9)
Tiny Escape - Gateway to the World of Adventure!!! [iPhone Version] (15)
Shogun - (by int13) - Universal App (207)
Lyst Ignition - 50% off launch (43)
CrimsonHeart (Universal) (1050)
Multiplayer game-2 player reactor（phone） (0)

...Visit our Forums...

iPad Game Releases

Soul Tamer KiKi - action RPG adventure. OUT NOW (6)
Battle land HD: warrior vs monster is OUT! (272)
Battle of Gundabad HD (7)
Ticket to Ride - (by the devs of 'Small World for iPad') (266)
Running Sheep: Tiny Worlds HD - (by Ladia Group) [$0.99] (12)
Ants Vs. Zombees - A New Twist in Base Defense (by appsiedaisies) (13)
Robokill 2: Leviathan Five By Wandake (25)
The Blitz HD (15)
Droopy Blocks: Hot new touch puzzle game! [Not a connect-3 game] (9)
Age of Barbarians HD- out on AppStore! (20)
Kingdom Rush by Ironhide Game Studio (243)
[Free] Somyeol Jump and Run (0)
Reiner Knizia's City of Secrets Skyline HD (8)
Gemania v1.01 release [Universal] (4)
Animal Zoo Match - (by Minimax Games) (1)
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Multiplayer game-2 player reactor（phone） (0)
WonderDiver - (by WhalebackTeam) (4)
Stardom: The A-List (0)
Bash Cars - Out Now (FREE) (1)
Twist n' Catch - (by Okugi Studio) (0)
Rocket Bits (0)
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Heart On Fire
Price Drop

$2.99 -> $0.99
( 28 minutes ago)

3D Space Combat: Battle for Vesta
Price Drop

$1.99 -> Free
( 43 minutes ago)

PokerSniper
Price Drop

$2.99 -> $0.99
( 1 hours ago)

Ultrinium
Price Drop

$0.99 -> Free
( 2 hours ago)

BlocksTouch 3D
Price Drop

$1.99 -> $0.99
( 2 hours ago)

Afternoon of the Dead
Price Drop

$0.99 -> Free
( 2 hours ago)
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