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Filed 01/22/26  Page 1 of L PageiD # 18

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
' Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following
[1 Trademarks or [ Patents. ( [ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:26-cv-00052 1/1/1900 Eastern District of Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
ROKFORM LLC; SHENZHEN TORRAS TECHNOLOGY CO., L.TD.;
ROKFORM IP LLC SHENZHEN LECHUANG TIANCHENG TECHNOLOGY
CO,, LTD.
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 11,775,019 10/3/2023 Rokform IP LLC
2
3
4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[] Amendment 1 Answer [ Cross Bill [] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1
2
3
4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:
DECISION/JUDGEMENT
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy

Petitioners Shenzhen Torras Technology Co., Ltd., el al.
Exhibit 1002
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Case 2:26-cv-00050-IJRG  Document 2

AQ 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 01/22/26  Page 1 of L PageiD # 15

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
’ Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following
[ Trademarks or [ Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:26-cv-00050 1/22/2026 Eastern District of Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

ROKFORM LLC; ROKFORM IP LLC

\
\
A\

SHENZHEN RUIXIN DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY CO., LTD.;
SHANGHAI KUKE NETWORK TECHNOLOGY CO., LTD.

TRASE A o, N HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 11,775,019 10/3/2023 Rokform IP LLC
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[] Amendment [0 Answer 7 Cross Bill [ Other Pleading

TRATA o, D AL ARR HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director ~Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director ~Copy 4—Case file copy




Case 2:25-ow-004631-3RG  Document 38

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 10/10/25%

Page 1 of 2 PagelD # 358

REPORT ON THE

TO: Mail Stop 8
' Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following
[] Trademarks or [A Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
Eastern District of Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Rokform LLC, Rokform IP LLC

Annex Products Pty. Ltd.

T A, 0 foole

i
Fd <

s

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 8,708,151 4/29/2014 Rokform IP LLC
2 9,383,774 7/5/2016 Rokform IP LLC
3 9,592,871 3/14/2017 Rokform IP LLC
4 10,112,670 10/30/2018 Rokform IP LLC
5 Additional patents appended in page below.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[J Amendment [ Answer [ Cross Bill [] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

DISMISSING CASE WITH PREJUDICE.
CLERK BY) DEPI}T}VCL%RK 7 DATE

10/10/2025

¢ e TS
TG R
7

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

%

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director

Copy 4—Case file copy




Case 2:25-cw-00461-JRG Document 38 Filed 10/10/2%  Page 2 of 2 PageiD # 359

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT OR HOLDER OF PATENT OR
TRADEMARK NO. TRADEMARK TRADEMARK
10,864,956 12/15/2020 Rokform IP LLC
11,775,019 10/3/2023 Rokform IP LLC
12,250,333 3/11/2025 Rokform IP LLC




Case 2:25-0v-00461-JRG Document 2 Filed 05/02/25  Page 1 of 2 PagelD & 208

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
' Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following
[] Trademarks or [A Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
Eastern District of Texas
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Rokform LLC, Rokform IP LLC Annex Products Pty. Ltd.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1 8,708,151 4/29/2014 Rokform IP LLC

2 9,383,774 7/5/2016 Rokform IP LLC

3 9,592,871 3/14/2017 Rokform IP LLC

4 10,112,670 10/30/2018 Rokform IP LLC

5 Additional patents appended in page below.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[J Amendment [ Answer [ Cross Bill [] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director =~ Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director =~ Copy 4—Case file copy



Case 2:25-0v-00461-JRG  Document 2 Filed 05/02/25  Page 2 of 2 PagelD & 209

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT OR HOLDER OF PATENT OR
TRADEMARK NO. TRADEMARK TRADEMARK
10,864,956 12/15/2020 Rokform IP LLC
11,775,019 10/3/2023 Rokform IP LLC
12,250,333 3/11/2025 Rokform IP LLC




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153
20995 7590 10/03/2023 | A AMINGR |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET COLLINS, RAVEN
FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614 | ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3735
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
10/03/2023 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

cassie.wolf @knobbe.com
efiling @knobbe.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO.

17/118,371 03-Oct-2023 11775019

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET
IRVINE, CA 92614

EGRANT NOTIFICATION

Your electronic patent grant (eGrant) is now available, which can be accessed via Patent Center at https://
patentcenter.uspto.gov

The electronic patent grant is the official patent grant under 35 U.S.C. 153. For more information, please visit
https://www.uspto.gov/electronicgrants

page 1 of 1



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
17/118,371 10/03/2023 11775019 ROK.019C6 7153
20995 7590 09/13/2023

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET

FOURTEENTH FLOOR

IRVINE, CA 92614

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. The patent will issue electronically. The
electronically issued patent is the official patent grant pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 153. The patent may be accessed
on or after the issue date through Patent Center at https://patentcenter.uspto.gov/. The patent will be available in
both the public and the private sides of Patent Center. Further assistance in electronically accessing the patent,
or about Patent Center, is available by calling the Patent Electronic Business Center at 1-888-217-9197.

The USPTO is implementing electronic patent issuance with a transition period, during which period the
USPTO will mail a ceremonial paper copy of the electronic patent grant to the correspondence address of
record. Additional copies of the patent (i.e., certified and presentation copies) may be ordered for a fee from the
USPTO’s Certified Copy Center at https://certifiedcopycenter.uspto.gov/index.html. The Certified Copy Center
may be reached at (800)972-6382.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 9 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Center (https:/
patentcenter.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should
be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Patents Stakeholder Experience (OPSE),
Stakeholder Support Division (SSD) at (571)-272-4200.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)



INVENTORC(S) (Please see PATENT CENTER site https:/patentcenter.uspto.gov for additional inventors):

Jeff Whitten, Irvine, CA;
Bernhard Leitner, Mission Viejo, CA;
Craig Erion, Lemon Heights, CA;

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PATENT CENTER site https://patentcenter.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

ROKFORM IP LLC, Irvine, CA,;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA 1is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 17/118371
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 10, 2020
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Whitten, Jeff
Art Unit 3735
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Raven Collins
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019Co6

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant Passages or
' Example; 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
1 D852,681 07-02-2019 |Peters et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Examiner [Cite | Country Code-Number-Kind Date Name Where Relevant Passages T
Initials No. Code MM-DD-YYYY or Relevant Figures
Example; JP 1234567 A1 Appear
2 AU 201817027 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
3 AU 201817028 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
4 AU 201817029 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
5 CN 204785421 U 11-18-2015 | Enix Products Pte. Ltd. X
6 CN 303239699 S 06-10-2015 |Peters, Christopher X
Ch (A L ,17 " M £t 005832789 01-24-2019 |Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
angets;appH
o d :Jr 8 " M =E% 005832813 01-21-2019 |Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
O dodumen
DD 9 T M E&-005832854 03-04-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
6/12/[2023 NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the
Initials No. |item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), T
' publisher, city and/or country where published.
56609535

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /R.C/

Examiner Signature

/RAVEN COLLINS/

Date Considered

12/16/2022

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not

in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.

11




Page 1 of 2
UNITED STATES P.0.Box 1450
m PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Ao, e o ooy

ELECTRONIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RECEIPT

APPLICATION # RECEIPT DATE /TIME ATTORNEY DOCKET #
17/118,371 08/22/2023 02:47:46 PMET ROK.019C6
Title of Invention
CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Application Information
APPLICATION TYPE  Utility - Nonprovisional Application PATENT # -
under 35 USC 111(a)
CONFIRMATION # 7153 FILED BY | ennifer Balicki
PATENT CENTER # 62656421 FILING DATE  12/10/2020
CUSTOMER # 20995 FIRST NAMED | eff Whitten
INVENTOR
CORRESPONDENCE AUTHORIZED BY Paige Cappelli
ADDRESS
Documents TOTAL DOCUMENTS: 2
DOCUMENT PAGES DESCRIPTION SIZE (KB)
Comments - ROK.019C6.pdf 1 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 77 KB
Issue Fee Transmittal - 1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 122 KB

ROK.019C6.pdf

Digest

DOCUMENT MESSAGE DIGEST(SHA-512)

Comments - ROK.019C6.pdf 905825D038B836D030E5B2878FC8EF68B4072D454603616F 1F
D9456940A24CF9714922C6BEBFO93B06AAA342F2FB3D0393C7
2C6F10ED62B94EOA30CTECDF508EC

12



Page 2 of 2

Issue Fee Transmittal - 0C63CI9F8BI99AFB8CA5226D55C1334A4030E083A282841C0C48
ROK.019C6.pdf 9417D1FFO0A25781228F95AC6A597BCCEADT6FF98E3233B457
C4FA2DE36DF3E2736A6D2DF096D511

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, characterized
by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a Post Card, as
described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for filing date (see 37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d)
and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement
Receipt will establish the filing date of the application

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.8.C. 371

If a imely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.5.C.
371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a national stage
submission under 35 U.5.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for an
international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number and of the
International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security,
and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.

13



ROK.019C6 PATENT

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

First Inventor: Whitten, Jeff Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Colins, Raven Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that Claims 16-18, 20-24, 34, and 36-43 are
allowed. Although the Examiner has not provided specific reasons for allowance with the Notice
of Allowance dated June 8, 2023, Applicant agrees that the claimed subject matter is patentable,
and respectfully submits that additional recitations in the independent and/or dependent claims,
and the combinations thereof with other recitations in these claims, also provide patentable
distinctions. Applicant does not waive its rights with respect to arguments that the claims are
patentable for such reasons not explicitly recited by the Examiner by not further addressing such
reasons herein.

Additionally, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims recite various combinations of
features, and each combination is independently patentable. Any remarks in support of
patentability of one claim should not be imputed to any other claim, including claims in other
applications, even if similar terminology is used.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: August 22, 2023 By:__ /Paige Cappelli/
Paige Cappelli
Registration No. 79,142
Registered Practitioner
(202) 640-6400
-1-

14



Page 1 of 2
UNITED STATES P.0.Box 1450
m PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Ao, e o ooy

ELECTRONIC PAYMENT RECEIPT

APPLICATION # RECEIPT DATE /TIME ATTORNEY DOCKET #
17/118,371 08/22/2023 02:47:46 PMET ROK.019C6
Title of Invention
CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Application Information

APPLICATION TYPE  Utility - Nonprovisional Application PATENT #

under 35 USC 111{a)
CONFIRMATION # 7153 FILED BY ] ennifer Balicki
PATENT CENTER # 62656421 AUTHORIZED BY  Paige Cappelli
CUSTOMER # 20995 FILING DATE 12/10/2020
CORRESPONDENCE - FIRST NAMED | eff Whitten
ADDRESS INVENTOR
Payment Information
PAYMENT METHOD PAYMENT TRANSACTION ID PAYMENT AUTHORIZED BY
CARD /2549 E20238LE49168109 Aimee Kazan
PRE-AUTHORIZED ACCOUNT PRE-AUTHORIZED CATEGORY
111410 37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees}); 37
CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)

FEE CODE DESCRIPTION ITEM PRICE($) QUANTITY ITEM TOTAL($)
2501 UTILITY ISSUE FEE 480.00 1 480.00

TOTAL AMOUNT: $480.00

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, characterized
by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a Post Card, as
described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for filing date (see 37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d)
and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement
Receipt will establish the filing date of the application

15



Page 2 of 2

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.8.C. 371

If a imely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 U.5.C.
371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a national stage
submission under 35 U.5.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for an
international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number and of the
International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security,
and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.

16



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate.
All further correspondence will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new
correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications. Because electronic patent issuance may occur shortly after issue
fee payment, any desired continuing application should preferably be filed prior to payment of this issue fee in order not to jeopardize copendency.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

20995 7590 06/08/2023 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
2040 MAIN STREET addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
FOURTEENTH FLOOR the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
IRVINE, CA 926 14 (Typed or printed name)
(Signature)|
(Date)|
| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153

TITLE OF INVENTION: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0.00 $0.00 $480 09/08/2023
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
COLLINS, RAVEN 3735 206-320000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363).

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP
or agents OR, alternatively, 1

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/ATA/122 or PTO/SB/122) attached.

(] "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
AIA/A7 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a
Customer Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
RokForm IP LLC Irvine, CA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individual &l Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: Klissue Fee [IPublication Fee (if required)
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(X Electronic Payment via Patent Center or EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

[X] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 111410

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue

4 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken

[ Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature /Paige Cappelli/ Date 8/22/23
Typed or printed name Paige Cappelli Registration No. _79,142
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153
20995 7590 06/22/2023 | A AMINGR |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET COLLINS, RAVEN
FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614 | ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3735
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
06/22/2023 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

cassie.wolf @knobbe.com
efiling @knobbe.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
Noti Co‘f' Aac//ied il 17/118,371 Whitten et al.
otice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.} This communication is responsive to 05/22/2023.
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are See Continuation Sheet . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the
Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more

information, please see http://www._uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to
PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a) JAIl b) (J Some* ¢) [J None of the:
1. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(3 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.[] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1.[J Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2.(1J Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [0 Other .

of Biological Material
4.[] Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.

/RAVEN COLLINS/ /Anthony D Stashick/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20230620
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 17/118,371

Continuation of 3. The allowed claim(s) is/are: 16-18,20-24,34 and 36-43
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

20995 7590 06/08/2023 | EXAMINER |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP COLLINS, RAVEN
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
IRVINE, CA 92614 3735

DATE MAILED: 06/08/2023

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153

TITLE OF INVENTION: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0.00 $0.00 $480 09/08/2023

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 40% the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 20% the amount of
undiscounted fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate.
All further correspondence will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new
correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications. Because electronic patent issuance may occur shortly after issue
fee payment, any desired continuing application should preferably be filed prior to payment of this issue fee in order not to jeopardize copendency.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

20995 7590 06/08/2023 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
2040 MAIN STREET addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
FOURTEENTH FLOOR the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
IRVINE, CA 926 14 (Typed or printed name)
(Signature)|
(Date)|
| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153

TITLE OF INVENTION: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0.00 $0.00 $480 09/08/2023
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
COLLINS, RAVEN 3735 206-320000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys

or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/ATA/122 or PTO/SB/122) attached.

(] "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
AIA/A7 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a
Customer Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individuat [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [Missue Fee [IPublication Fee (if required)
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Electronic Payment via Patent Center or EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue

4 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken

[ Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153
20995 7590 06/08/2023 | EXAMINER |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP COLLINS, RAVEN
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
IRVINE, CA 92614 3735

DATE MAILED: 06/08/2023

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration

of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awarezaf a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.



Application No. Applicant(s)
) o 17/118,371 Whitten et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.} This communication is responsive to 05/22/2023.
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 16-24,34 and 36-43 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information
, please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a) LJAll b) (J Some* ¢) [J None of the:
1. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6..J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2.0 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. ¥} Other pto 2323.

of Biological Material
4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.
/RAVEN COLLINS/ /Anthony D Stashick/

Examiner, Art Unit 3735 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20230531
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification |i711g 371 Whitten et al.
H “‘ ‘H“ Examiner Art Unit

RAVEN COLLINS 3735
CPC
Symbol Type Version
GO6F 1656 F 2013-01-01
H04B 3888 | 2013-01-01
B62J 21 I 2020-02-01
GO6F 1633 | 2013-01-01
A45C 00 | 2013-01-01
F16B 00 | 2013-01-01
F16B 00 | 2013-01-01
F16B 003 | 2013-01-01
F16M 022 | 2013-01-01
GO6F 1633 A 2013-01-01
B62J 00 A 2020-02-01
A45C 001 A 2013-01-01
A45C 002 A 2013-01-01
A45C 003 A 2013-01-01
F16B 0035 A 2013-01-01
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
RAVEN COLLINS/ 31 May 2023
Examiner, Art Unit 3735 Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 17
/Anthony D Stashick/ 01 June 2023 i i -
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735 O.G. Print Claim(s} | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 16 1,8¢c

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 3
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/ssue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

17/118,371 Whitten et al.
Examiner Art Unit
RAVEN COLLINS 3735

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMED

GO6F1/16

A45C11/00

NON-CLAIMED

H04B1/3888

B62J9/21

F16B1/00

F16B3/00

F16B47/00

F16M13/02

B62J45/00

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

CLASS

SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735

(Assistant Examiner)

31 May 2023

(Date)

Total Claims Allowed:

17

/Anthony D Stashick/

(Primary Examiner)

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735

01 June 2023

(Date) 16

O.G. Print Claim(s)

O.G. Print Figure
1,8¢

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 2 of 3
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |i711g 371 Whitten et al.

RAVEN COLLINS 3735

Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (J CPA (3 T.D. ([J R.1.47
CLAIMS
Final |Original]Final |Original|Final [Original|Final [Original|Final [Original]Final |Original]Final |Original|Final |Original

RAVEN COLLINS/ 31 May 2023
Examiner, Art Unit 3735 Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 17
/Anthony D Stashick/ 01 June 2023 i i -
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 16 1,8¢c
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20230531
Page 3 of 3
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes  |17/118 371 Whitten et al,
T -
RAVEN COLLINS 3735
CPC - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
A45C 2011/001-003 03/16/2022 RC
B62J 7/06 03/16/2022 RC
CPC Combination Sets - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
US Classification - Searched*
Class Subclass Date Examiner
206 320 03/16/2022 RC
updated search 03/22/2023 RC

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of

the search.

Search Notes

Search Notes Date Examiner
cpe, class and text search 03/16/2022 RC
Interference Search
US Class/CPC US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner
Symbol

cpc and class search of patents and pg pubs noted

in the search section above 05/31/2023 RC

/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 1
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Application No. Applicant(s)

17/118,371 . .
AFCP 2.0 Whitten et al

DeCiSiOH Examiner Art Unit AlA (FITF) Status

RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

This is in response to the After Final Consideration Pilot request filed 22 May 2023.

1. Improper Request — The AFCP 2.0 request is improper for the following reason(s) and the after final amendment submitted with
the request will be treated under pre-pilot procedure.
(J An AFCP 2.0 request form PTO/SB/434 (or equivalent document) was not submitted.
(J A non-broadening amendment to at least one independent claim was not submitted.

(J The request is not the first proper AFCP 2.0 request submitted in response to the most recent final
rejection.

O Other:
2. Proper Request

A. After final amendment submitted with the request will not be treated under AFCP 2.0.
The after final amendment cannot be reviewed and a search conducted within the guidelines of the pilot program.

(J The after final amendment will be treated under pre-pilot procedure.

B. Updated search and/or completed additional consideration.
The examiner performed an updated search and/or completed additional consideration of the after final amendment
within the time authorized for the pilot program. The result(s) of the updated search and/or completed additional
consideration are:

1. All of the rejections in the most recent final Office action are overcome and a Notice of Allowance is
issued herewith.

(J 2. The after final amendment would not overcome all of the rejections in the most recent final Office action
. See attached interview summary for further details.

(J 3. The after final amendment was reviewed, and it raises a new issue(s). See attached interview summary
for further details.

(J 4. The after final amendment raises new issues, but would overcome all of the rejections in the most recent
final Office action. A decision on determining allowability could not be made within the guidelines of the
pilot. See attached interview summary for further details, including any newly discovered prior art.

(Js. Other:

Examiner Note: Please attach an interview summary when necessary as described above.
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ROK.019C6 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor: Jeff Whitten Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118 371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

AMENDMENTS AND RESPONSE

MAIL STOP AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Office Action dated March 28, 2023 in the above-referenced application,
Applicant respectfully submits the following amendments and remarks for consideration along
with an After Final Consideration Program Request.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper.
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DERWENT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
DERWENT)

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2018/07/24
07:29 PM

2018/07/24
07:30 PM

L111 4951

L124 60

h04b1/3888.cpc.

("10070707"|"10093377
"|"10112670"|"2002013
9822""20040204169"|"
20060229740"|"200700
14120""20070212931"|
"20080023508"|"20080
251512"|"20080314941
"|"20100084527"|"2011
0043086"|"2011014358
3"|"20110227735""201
20298820"|"201302922
70""20130292296"|"20
140355200"|"20160192
752"|"3179367"|"39867
80"|"7523906"|"765288
8"|"7685904"|"7930006"
|"8167127"|"8172247"|"
8267418"|"8439239"|"8
469245"|"8708151"|"88
00763"|"8830663"|"893
6222"|"9185953"|"9243
739"|"9383774"|"94020
16"|"9498034"|"959287
1"|"9700114"|"D564754
"|"D606738"|"D627771"|

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
DERWENT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2018/07/24
07:40 PM

2018/12112
10:07 AM

05/31/20283 05:50:10 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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"D646672"|"D647085"|"
D653190"|"D654043"|"
D671932"|"D685363"|"
D685785"|"D687004"|"
D697060"|"D711886"|"
D718290""D725119"|"
D726170"|"D726732"|"
D739857").PN.

(("15456276") or
("13593220") or
("14260817") or
("14120319") or
("15356346") or
("14939231").PN.

"15456276" "13593220"
"14260817" "14120319"
"156356346" "14939231"

("9211969").PN.

(("9211969") or
("7997436").PN.

("10070707"|"20020139
822"|"20040204169"|"2
0060229740"|"2007001
4120"|"20070212931"|"
20080023508"|"200802
51512"|"20080314941"|
"20100084527"|"20110
043086"|"20110143583
"|"20110227735"|"2012
0298820"|"2013029227
0"|"20130292296"|"201
40355200"|"201601927
52"|"20170183052"|"20
180099714"|"3179367"|
"3986780"|"7523906"|"7
652888"|"7685904"|"79
30006"|"8167127"|"817
2247"|"8267418"|"8439
239"|"8469245""87081
51"|"8800763"|"883066
3"|"8936222"|"9185953"
|"9243739"|"9383774"|"
9402016"|"9498034"|"9
592871"|"9700114"|"DO0
00071"|"D564754"|"D60
6738"|"D627771"|"D646
672"|"D647085"|"D6531
90"|"D654043"|"D67193
2"|"D685363"|"D685785
"|"D687004"|"D697060"|
"D718290"|"D725119"|"
D726170"|"D726732"|"
D739857").PN.

("6752299"|"8662362"|"
8830663"|"2013018158

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2018/12112
01:43 PM

2018/12112
01:43 PM

2019/03/20
12:13 PM

2019/03/20
12:13 PM

2019/03/20
02:06 PM

2019/03/20
02:39 PM

L125 0
L126 20
L127 1
L128 2
L129 60
L130 7
05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM

Workspace: 13583220
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4"|"20080232089"|"201
10136555""8078240").
PN.
L131 42 ("3550824" | "5014892" |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/20
| "5412545" | "5850996" [USOCR) 02:41 PM
| "6360928" | "7942293"
| "8328055").PN. OR
("8662362").URPN.
L132 300 collins near2 raven (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/21
USOCR) 08:16 AM
L133 63 ("5305381" | "5898775" |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/21
| "7551458" | "D184411"|USOCR) 05:36 PM
| "D301883" |
"D320991" | "D321885"
| "D346275" |
"D356798" | "D360210"
| "D411543" |
"D411931" | "D431250"
| "D528539" |
"D529489" | "D535988"
| "D544487" |
"D545812" | "D561092"
| "D577358" |
"D587695" | "D597093"
| "D606065" |
"D607856" | "D610579"
| "D618454").PN. OR
("D627771").URPN.
L134 0 ("15838933").PN. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
USOCR; EPO; JPO) 12:28 PM
L135 2 ("10093377").PN. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
USOCR; EPO; JPO) 12:34 PM
L136 4741 b62j11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 01:08 PM
L137 4877 a45c2011/002.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 01:09 PM
L138 547 b62j9/003.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 01:09 PM
L139 947 b62j2099/004 .cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 01:10 PM
L140 1 ("6109442").PN. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2019/08/27
USOCR; EPO; JPO) 10:58 AM
L141 2 (("20070221694") or (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2020/04/24
("20060229740").PN. |USOCR; EPO; JPO) 04:49 PM
L142 292 speaker same magnet |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2020/05/13
same mount FPRS; EPO; JPO) 03:19 PM
L143 1892 a45¢13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2020/05/13
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 03:20 PM
L144 7244 b60r11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2020/05/14
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 02:10 PM
L145 2 ("20160032606"["38601 | (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2020/06/24
40").PN. 11:59 AM
L146 1987 a45¢13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2020/09/27
05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM Page 11 of 16
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L147 4

L148 3

L149 1

L150 78

"20160109276"

(("20160109276") or
("4412729").PN.

("2008251212").PN.

("10122400" OR
"10326488" OR
"10864956" OR
"11044974" OR
"20140287800" OR
"20150189963" OR
"20150201723" OR
"20210188380" OR
"20210261215" OR
"20220117384" OR
"7374142" OR
"8544644" OR
"9616821" OR
"D685362" OR
"10070707" OR
"10093377" OR
"10112670" OR
"10420407" OR
"20020139822" OR
"20040204169" OR
"20060147080" OR
"20060229740" OR
"20070014120" OR
"20070174187" OR
"20070212931" OR
"20070221694" OR
"20080023508" OR
"20080251512" OR
"20080314941" OR
"20100084527" OR
"20110143583" OR
"20110227735" OR
"201202908820" OR
"20130202270" OR
"20130202296" OR
"20140355200" OR
"20160192752" OR
"3179367" OR
"3986780" OR
"7523906" OR
"7652888" OR
"7685904" OR
"7930006" OR
"8167127" OR
"8172247" OR
"8267418" OR
"8317067" OR
"8439239" OR
"8469245" OR
"8490789" OR

FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

12:29 PM

2022/03/16
10:01 AM

2022/03/16
10:01 AM

2022/03/16
10:19 PM

2022/09/26
01:50 PM

05/31/20283 05:50:10 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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"8708151" OR
"8800763" OR
"8830663" OR
"8936222" OR
"9185953" OR
"9243739" OR
"9383774" OR
"9402016" OR
"9498034" OR
"9592871" OR
"9700114" OR
"D564754" OR
"D627771" OR
"D646672" OR
"D647085" OR
"D653190" OR
"D654043" OR
"D671932" OR
"D685363" OR
"D685785" OR
"D687004" OR
"D697060" OR
"D711886" OR
"D718290" OR
"D725119" OR
"D726170" OR
"D726732" OR
"D739857").pn.

L151 830 a45¢13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:17 AM
L152 4771 a45¢11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:47 AM
L153 1750 magnet$ AND L152 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:47 AM
L154 5 "20140151379" (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2022/09/27
"20180206419" 10:33 AM
"20120152960"
L155 1 ("D852681").pn. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2023/03/10
07:53 PM
L156 1 ("8490749").pn. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2023/03/10
07:55 PM
L157 7 "13085598" (US-PGPUB; USPAT) [OR ON ON 2023/03/10
07:57 PM
L158 31 ("D305298" | "5332183" [(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/10
| "D370193" | USOCR) 08:22 PM
"D371950" | "D436898"
| "7077302" | "D553485"
| "D647434" |
"D652779" | "D653190"
| "D685687" |
"D696259" | "D704199"
| "D715790" |
"D719490" | "9243739" |
"D751934" | "D765549"
| "D790527" |
05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM Page 13 of 16
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"D826103" |
"20120305614").pn. OR
("D852681").urpn. AND
(PGPB | USPT |
USOC).dbnm.
L159 202 (kick near2 stand) AND |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; [OR ON ON 2023/03/10
magnet FPRS; EPO; JPO) 08:39 PM
L160 13 "16814376" (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 03:35 PM
L161 0 ("16814376").pn. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 03:35 PM
L162 1 ("20180222650").pn. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 04:17 PM
L163 120 grain SAME (paper ADJ |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/22
board) FPRS; EPO; JPO) 04:21 PM
L164 664 zacherle (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/03/22
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 04:44 PM
L165 70 ("1169738" | "1347839" |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/05/24
| "1939824" | "1989159" [USOCR) 11:22 AM
| "2263528" | "2284256"
| "2285235" | "2789836"
| "2889036" | "2954625"
| "4259568" | "4368817"
| "4757624" | "4951968"
| "D311025" | "5062229"
| "5259132" | "5273155"
| "5480118" | "5661918"
| "5803497" | "6119851"
| "6493969" |
"6588128").pn. OR
("6925739").urpn. AND
(PGPB | USPT |
USOC).dbnm.
L166 684 (kick near2 stand) AND |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; [OR ON ON 2023/05/24
case FPRS; EPO; JPO) 01:02 PM
L167 2 ("10093377").pn. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/05/31
FPRS; EPO; JPO) 02:25 PM
L168 48 (Artificial Intelligence) (US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR ON ON 2023/05/31
Similar to: USOCR; FIT (AU, AP, 05:48 PM
17/118,371 with 0 CPC (AT, BE, BG, BR, BY,
Selections and 0 Text [CA, CH, CN, CS, CU,
Selections CZ, DD, DE, DK, EA,
Text: EE, EP, ES, FI, FR, GB,
(US-10093377-B2 OR |HR, HU, ID, IE, IL, IS,
US-20180099714-A1 IT, JP, KR, LT, LU, LV,
OR US-20190100267- |MA, OA, RU, SU, WO,
A1 OR US- MC, MD, MY, NL, NO,
20210188380-A1 OR NZ, PH, PL, PT, RO,
US-9383774-B2 OR RS, SE, SG, SlI, SK,
US-20160297491-A1 TH, TN, TR, TW, UA,
OR US-20130181584- [VN))
A1 OR US-
20140312086-A1 OR
WO-2013106849-A1
05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM Page 14 of 16

Workspace: 13583220
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OR US-9592871-B2 OR
US-20170183052-A1
OR US-8708151-B2 OR
US-10112670-B2 OR
US-10864956-B2 OR
US-9498034-B2 OR
US-10420407-B2 OR
US-20140360893-A1
OR US-20170065044-
A1 OR US-9185953-B2
OR US-9700114-B2 OR
US-11209870-B1 OR
US-20170303654-A1
OR US-20160058145-
A1 OR US-
20190029380-A1 OR
US-20160366997-A1
OR US-10070707-B2
OR CN-112425879-A
OR US-20160150861-
A1 OR US-10076168-
B2 OR DE-
202010014418-U1 OR
CN-105652968-A OR
US-20210059370-A1
OR US-20210315340-
A1 OR US-
20120012483-A1 OR
JP-6508407-B1 OR
GB-2500315-A OR JP-
2020091659-A OR WO-
2019135917-A1 OR
EP-3029543-A1 OR
FR-2987968-A3 OR
US-20190211966-A1
OR US-10606314-B1
OR TW-201622536-A
OR EP-3454534-A1 OR
EP-3454534-B1 OR
US-10411749-B2 OR
US-9554632-B2 OR
EP-3092541-B1 OR
US-20190013834-A1
OR US-9681718-
B1).did.

PE2E SEARCH - Search History (Interference)

Ref # Hits [Search Query DBs Default Plurals British Time Stamp
Operator Equivalents

N66 1089 206/701 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM

N67 4113 206/320 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM

N68 309 224/412 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM

05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM Page 15 of 16
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N69 488 224/929 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N70 67466 magnet and friction (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N71 5628 N66 N67 N68 N69 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N72 53 N70 and N71 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N74 27 b62j9/02.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
04:36 PM
N75 21 B62J7/02 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
05:01 PM
N76 34 B62J7/06 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
05:01 PM
N112 2 (US-20070221694-$ or |(US-PGPUB) OR OFF OFF 2018/07/24
US-20060061156- 07:27 PM
$).did.
N113 479 a45¢2011/001.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N114 421 a45¢13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N115 0 a45¢13/053.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N116 1329 b62j11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N117 3249 h04b1/3888.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N118 1882 b60r11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N119 1286897  [tab or projection (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:37 AM
N120 825454  |mount (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:37 AM
N121 7045 N113 N114 N116 N117 |(US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
N118 11:37 AM
N122 579 N119 and N120 and  |(US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
N121 11:37 AM
N123 931 f16b2001/0035.cpc.  |(US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/08/02
02:07 PM
05/31/2023 05:50:10 PM Page 16 of 16
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP
Document Description: After Final Consideration Program Request

PTO/SB/434 (3-22)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE
AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0

Practitioner Docket No.: Application No.: Filing Date:

ROK.019C6 17/118371 2020-12-10

First Named Inventor: Title:

Whitten, Jeff CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT
PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116.

1. The above-identified application is (i) an original utility, plant, or design nonprovisional application filed under
35 U.S.C. 111(a) [a continuing application {e.g., a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) and is
eligible under (i)], or (ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371(c).

2. The above-identified application contains an outstanding final rejection.

3. Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstanding final rejection. The response includes an
amendment to at least one independent claim, and the amendment does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in
any aspect.

4, This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and request filed in
response to the outstanding final rejection.

5. Applicant is willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response.

6. This certification and request is being filed electronically using the USPTO's patent electronic filing system.

7. Any fees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR

1.116, e.g., extension of time fees, are being concurrently filed herewith. [There is no additional fee required to request
consideration under AFCP 2.0.]

8. By filing this certification and request, applicant acknowledges the following:

. Reissue applications and reexamination proceedings are not eligible to participate in AFCP 2.0.
. The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2.0 submission is compliant, i.e., that the requirements of the program have been met
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions:

o The examiner will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determine if additional search and/or consideration
(i) is necessitated by the amendment and (ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP 2.0. If
additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time, the examiner
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under
37 CFR 1.116, e.g., by mailing an advisory action.

o If the examiner determines that the amendment does not necessitate additional search and/or consideration, or if
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within
the allotted time, then the examiner will consider whether the amendment places the application in condition for
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration, if required). If the examiner determines
that the amendment does not place the application in condition for allowance, then the examiner will contact the
applicant and request an interview.

. The interview will be conducted by the examiner, and if the examiner does not have negotiation
authority, a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examiner will also participate.

. If the applicant declines the interview, or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten {10) calendar
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant, then the examiner will proceed
consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR 1.116.

Signature Date Practitioner Registration No.
/Paige Cappelli/ 05-22-2023 79,142
Name (Print/Typed) Telephone Number

Paige Cappelli 202-640-6400

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. Submit multiple
forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

* Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination
of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (6 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is
required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required
to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system
of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual
Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(0)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under
authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA
regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to
the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings
were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application
open to public inspection or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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ROK.019C6 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor: Jeff Whitten Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118 371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

AMENDMENTS AND RESPONSE

MAIL STOP AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Office Action dated March 28, 2023 in the above-referenced application,
Applicant respectfully submits the following amendments and remarks for consideration along
with an After Final Consideration Program Request.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1-15. (Canceled)
16. (Previously Presented) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation;

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that
a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,
wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

17. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece
adjacent an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and
the electronic device.

18. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible non-slip member.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the open space of the non-slip
region is at least partially defined by a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening.

21. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 20, wherein the flexible non-slip member
contains a peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible

non-slip member to the case.
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22. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip member
comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of
the case with a surface on which the case is placed.

23. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 22, wherein the frictional gripping exterior
surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

24. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth
magnet.

25. (Canceled)

26. (Canceled)

27. (Canceled)

28. (Canceled)

29. (Canceled)

30. (Canceled)

31. (Canceled)

32. (Canceled)

33. (Canceled)

34. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear wall that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a sidewall extending from the rear wall and being configured
to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the
electronic device in use, wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary structure;

an exterior-facing member configured to be removably received in the rear wall of
the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation eenfigured-to—reeetrve and at

least one magnet received within the indentation, the indentation facing the rear wall of the

case, wherein the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at
least one magnet.

35. (Canceled)
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36. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the exterior-facing member is a
non-slip member.

37. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 36, wherein the non-slip member comprises
a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case with
a surface on which the case is placed.

38. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the magnet is removable from
the exterior-facing member.

39. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the attachment region further
comprises an open space configured to receive an interlocking member.

40. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 39, wherein the open space comprises four
access spaces configured to receive corresponding tabs of an interlocking member.

41. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear wall that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a sidewall extending from the rear wall and being configured
to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the
electronic device in use, wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary structure;

an attachment region on the rear portion of the case, the attachment region
comprising:

an open space defining an interlock area, the interlock area being sized and
shaped to receive a corresponding interlocking member, wherein the interlock area
has four access spaces sized to receive corresponding tabs of the interlocking
member when the interlocking member is attached to the mountable case; and

an exterior facing member configured to be removably received in a cavity in the
rear of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation eenfisured-to-recetve

and at least one magnet_received within the indentation, the indentation facing the rear wall

of the case, wherein the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose

the at least one magnet.
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42. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 41, wherein the exterior-facing member is a
non-slip member.

43. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 41, wherein the at least one magnet is
removable from the exterior-facing member.

44 (Canceled)
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REMARKS
Claims 16-18, 20-24, 34, and 36-43 are pending in the application. By this amendment,
Claims 34 and 41 are amended. No new matter is added. Claims 16-18, 20-24, 34, and 36-43 are

therefore pending for consideration.

Allowable Subject Matter

The Applicant notes with appreciation that Claims 16-24 are allowed and that Claim 37
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form and to include all the limitations of the base

claim and any intervening claims.

Claim Rejection - 35 U.S.C. § 102

The Office Action rejected Claims 34, 36, and 38-43 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly
being anticipated by U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2006/0229740 (“Kreisel”). Applicant respectfully
disagrees with the rejections. Nevertheless, in an effort to expedite allowance, Applicant has
amended Claims 34 and 41 as shown herein. Applicant respectfully submits that Claims 34 and 41
are allowable over the cited references as explained below.

Amended Claim 34 is directed to a mountable case for a handheld electronic device
including, among other features, “an exterior-facing member configured to be removably received
in the rear wall of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation and at least one
magnet received within the indentation.” Amended Claim 41 is directed to a mountable case for a
handheld electronic device including, among other features, “an exterior facing member
configured to be removably received in a cavity in the rear of the case, the exterior facing member
having an indentation and at least one magnet received within the indentation.” Applicant
respectfully submits that the cited reference fails to teach or suggest at least these features.

The Office Action acknowledges that Kreisel does not disclose a magnet received within
the indentation. Office Action at 3-4. The Office Action cites the space to the right and left of the
offset portion 303 of Kreisel as being configured to receive at least one magnet. /d. However,
Kreisel is silent as to the incorporation of a magnet. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that
Kreisel fails to teach or suggest “at least one magnet received within the indentation,” as recited

in amended Claims 34 and 41.
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For at least the reasons above, Applicant respectfully submits that Kreisel fails to teach or
suggest each and every element of amended Claims 34 and 41. Claims 36-40 and 42-43 each
depend directly or indirectly from Claim 34 or 41, and incorporate every feature recited in their
respective independent claims. Therefore, for at least the same reasons discussed above with regard
to Claims 34 and 41, Kreisel does not teach or suggest every element of Claims 36-40 and 42-43.
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections be withdrawn and allowance of

the claims.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this application
that previously pending claims are not patentable. Rather, any alterations or characterizations are
being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this application. Applicant reserves the right
to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other broader or narrower claims that capture
any subject matter supported by the present disclosure, including subject matter found to be
specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution. Accordingly, reviewers of this or any
parent, child or related prosecution history shall not reasonably infer that Applicant has made any
disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: May 22, 2023 By:/Paige Cappelli/
Paige L. Cappelli
Registration No. 79,142
Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404
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Application No. Applicant(s)

17/118,371 Whitten et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03/16/2023.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)lv] This action is FINAL. 2b) [J This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 16-24 and 34-43 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6) Claim(s) 16-24 is/are allowed.

7) Claim(s) 34-36 and 38-43 is/are rejected.

8) Claim(s) 37 is/are objected to.

9) O Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)(J The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)(] accepted or b)[(7] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[0J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)[J Some** ¢)J None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date
2) [ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date I—
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20230322
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DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
2. This action is written in response to the amendment filed 03/16/2023
e Claims 34 and 41 have been amended and claims 35 and 44 have been cancelled
e Claims 16-24, 34 and 36-43 are presented for examination

e This action is Final

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
3. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the
United States.

5. Claim(s) 34, 36 and 38-43 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being

anticipated by Kreisel (US 2006/0229740).

34, 38: Kreisel discloses a mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:
a case 202 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use (abstract), the case
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comprising a rear wall 214 that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of
the electronic device in use and a sidewall portion (upwardly extending walls from 214)
extending from the rear wall and being configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of
a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device in use, wherein the rear wall and the
sidewall are a unitary structure (fig. 2, 7);

an exterior-facing member 206 configured to be removably received in the rear wall
of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation (fig. 5; space to R/L of 303)
configured to receive at least one magnet, the indentation facing the rear wall of the case,

wherein the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at least one

magnet [0055].

It is noted that the magnet has not been positively claimed. The case of Kreisel is required to be

capable or configured to encase the unclaimed magnet.

36: Kreisel discloses the case of Claim 34, wherein the exterior-facing member is a

non-slip member (fig. 2).

39: Kreisel discloses the case of Claim 34, wherein the attachment region further

comprises an open space configured to receive an interlocking member (fig. 2).

40: Kreisel the case of Claim 39, wherein the open space comprises four access spaces

configured to receive corresponding tabs of an interlocking member (fig. 4, 8).

41, 43: Kreisel discloses a mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case 202 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device and retain
the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case comprising a rear wall
portion 214 that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device in use
and a sidewall portion extending from the rear wall portion and being configured to be
positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device

in use, wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary structure (fig. 2, 7);
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an attachment region 204 on the rear portion of the case, the attachment region comprising:

an open space defining an interlock area, the interlock area being sized and shaped to receive a
corresponding interlocking member, wherein the interlock area has four access spaces sized to
receive corresponding tabs of the interlocking member when the interlocking member is attached

to the mountable case (fig. 8); and

an exterior facing member 206 configured to be removably received in a cavity in the rear
portion of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation (fig. 5; space to R/L of
303) configured to receive at least one magnet, the indentation facing the rear wall of the case,
wherein the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at least one

magnet [0055].

It is noted that the magnet has not been positively claimed. The case of Kreisel is required to be

capable or configured to encase the unclaimed magnet.

42: Kreisel discloses the case of Claim 41, wherein the exterior-facing member is a non-

slip member (fig. 2).

Allowable Subject Matter
6. Claim 37 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and

any intervening claims.

7. Claims 16-24 are allowed.
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Response to Arguments
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but in view of the
amendment the search has been updated, new prior art has been identified and applied, and a new

rejection has been made.

Conclusion
8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a).
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this
final action.
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm EST.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using

a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
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encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, ANTHONY STASHICK can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is available
to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center, visit:
https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center for more
information about Patent Center and https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about
filing in DOCX format. For additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC)
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service

Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735

/Anthony D Stashick/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735
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L107 5 ("8708151").PN. (US-PGPUB; USPAT; [OR OFF OFF 2018/07/22
USOCR; EPO; JPO; 10:19 AM
DERWENT)
L108 46 (US-20040204169-$ or |(US-PGPUB; USPAT; |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/24
US-20020139822-$ or |DERWENT) 07:27 PM
US-20110043086-$ or
US-20130098790-$ or
US-20110253569-$ or
US-20100200456-$ or
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US-20120211382-$ or
US-20080226846-$ or
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20298820"|"201302922
70""20130292296"|"20
140355200"|"20160192
752"|"3179367"|"39867
80"|"7523906"|"765288
8"|"7685904"|"7930006"
|"8167127"|"8172247"|"
8267418"|"8439239"|"8
469245"|"8708151"|"88
00763"|"8830663"|"893
6222"|"9185953"|"9243
739"|"9383774"|"94020
16"|"9498034"|"959287
1"|"9700114"|"D564754
"|"D606738"|"D627771"|
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(US-PGPUB; USPAT)
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OFF
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043086"|"20110143583
"|"20110227735"|"2012
0298820"|"2013029227
0"|"20130292296"|"201
40355200"|"201601927
52"|"20170183052"|"20
180099714"|"3179367"|
"3986780"|"7523906"|"7
652888"|"7685904"|"79
30006"|"8167127"|"817
2247"|"8267418"|"8439
239"|"8469245""87081
51"|"8800763"|"883066
3"|"8936222"|"9185953"
|"9243739"|"9383774"|"
9402016"|"9498034"|"9
592871"|"9700114"|"DO0
00071"|"D564754"|"D60
6738"|"D627771"|"D646
672"|"D647085"|"D6531
90"|"D654043"|"D67193
2"|"D685363"|"D685785
"|"D687004"|"D697060"|
"D718290"|"D725119"|"
D726170"|"D726732"|"
D739857").PN.

("6752299"|"8662362"|"
8830663"|"2013018158
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USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)
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OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF
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JPO)
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USPAT;
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USPAT;
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USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;
FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;
FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;
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(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;
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JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)
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OR
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OR

OR

OR
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OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF
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"20100084527" OR
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"201202908820" OR
"20130202270" OR
"20130202296" OR
"20140355200" OR
"20160192752" OR
"3179367" OR
"3986780" OR
"7523906" OR
"7652888" OR
"7685904" OR
"7930006" OR
"8167127" OR
"8172247" OR
"8267418" OR
"8317067" OR
"8439239" OR
"8469245" OR
"8490789" OR

FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

OFF

OFF

OFF
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"D719490" | "9243739" |
"D751934" | "D765549"
| "D790527" |
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(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;
USOCR)
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USPAT)

USPAT)

USPAT)
USPAT)
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OR

OR
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OR
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ON

ON

ON

ON
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ON
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2022/09/27
09:17 AM
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2022/09/27
09:47 AM

2022/09/27
10:33 AM
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"D826103" |
"20120305614").pn. OR
("D852681").urpn. AND
(PGPB | USPT |
USOC).dbnm.
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N66 1089 206/701 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
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N67 4113 206/320 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N68 309 224/412 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N69 488 224/929 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N70 67466 magnet and friction (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N71 5628 N66 N67 N68 N69 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N72 53 N70 and N71 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N74 27 b62j9/02.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
04:36 PM
N75 21 B62J7/02 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
05:01 PM
N76 34 B62J7/06 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2015/07/10
05:01 PM
N112 2 (US-20070221694-$ or [(US-PGPUB) OR OFF OFF 2018/07/24
US-20060061156- 07:27 PM
$).did.
N113 479 a45¢2011/001.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N114 421 a45c13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N115 0 a45c¢13/053.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:35 AM
N116 1329 b62j11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N117 3249 h04b1/3888.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N118 1882 b60r11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:36 AM
N119 1286897 |tab or projection (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:37 AM
N120 825454 mount (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR OFF OFF 2018/07/31
11:37 AM
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OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF
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ROK.019C6 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor: Jeff Whitten Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

AMENDMENTS AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Office Action dated December 23, 2022 in the above-referenced
application, Applicant respectfully submits the following amendments and remarks for
consideration:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1-15. (Canceled)
16. (Previously Presented) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation;

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that
a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,
wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

17. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

18. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible non-slip member.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the open space of the non-slip
region is at least partially defined by a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller opening
within a larger opening.

21. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 20, wherein the flexible non-slip member
contains a peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible non-

slip member to the case.

87



Application No.: 17/118,371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

22. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip member

comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the

case with a surface on which the case is placed.

23. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 22, wherein the frictional gripping exterior

surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

24. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth

magnet.

25. (Canceled)

26. (Canceled)

27. (Canceled)

28. (Canceled)

29. (Canceled)

30. (Canceled)

31. (Canceled)

32. (Canceled)

33. (Canceled)

34. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:
a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case

comprising a rear_wall pertten-that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of

the electronic device in use and a sidewall pertien-extending from the rear wall pertren-and

being configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right

sides of the electronic device in use, wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary

structure;
an exterior-facing member configured to be removably received in the rear wall
pertien of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to receive

at least one magnet, the indentation facing the rear wall of the case, wherein the rear wall

of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at least one magnet.

35. (Canceled)

36. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the exterior-facing member is a

non-slip member.
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37. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 36, wherein the non-slip member comprises

a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case with

a surface on which the case is placed.

38. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the magnet is removable from

the exterior-facing member.

39. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 34, wherein the attachment region further

comprises an open space configured to receive an interlocking member.

40. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 39, wherein the open space comprises four

access spaces configured to receive corresponding tabs of an interlocking member.

41. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:
a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case

comprising a rear wall pertten-that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of

the electronic device in use and a sidewall pertier extending from the rear wall pertrer and

being configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right

sides of the electronic device in use, wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary

structure;
an attachment region on the rear portion of the case, the attachment region
comprising:
an open space defining an interlock area, the interlock area being sized and
shaped to receive a corresponding interlocking member, wherein the interlock area
has four access spaces sized to receive corresponding tabs of the interlocking
member when the interlocking member is attached to the mountable case; and
an exterior facing member configured to be removably received in a cavity in the
rear pertien of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to

receive at least one magnet, the indentation facing the rear wall of the case, wherein the

rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at least one magnet.

42. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 41, wherein the exterior-facing member is a
non-slip member.
43. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 41, wherein the at least one magnet is

removable from the exterior-facing member.

-
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44. (Canceled)
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REMARKS
Claims 16-18, 20-24, and 34-44 were pending in the application. By this amendment,
Claims 34 and 41 are amended and Claims 35 and 44 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer.
No new matter has been added to the present application by way of the amendments. Applicant
respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of pending Claims 16-18, 20-24, 34, and 36-

43 in view of the amendments set forth above and the following remarks.

Allowable Subject Matter

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that Claims 16-18 and 20-24 are allowable.

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103

The Office Action rejected Claims 34-35 and 38-39 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as allegedly
being anticipated by U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2008/0023508 (“Harchol”). The Office Action rejected
Claim 41 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as allegedly being anticipated by U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2006/0229740
(“Kreisel”). The Office Action rejected Claims 36-37 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly being
unpatentable over Harchol in view of U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2008/0251512 (“Griffin”). The Office
Action rejected Claim 42 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly being unpatentable over Kreisel in
view of Griffin. The Office Action rejected Claims 43-44 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly being
unpatentable over Kreisel in view of Harchol. The Office Action rejected Claim 40 under 35
US.C. § 103 as allegedly being unpatentable over Harchol in view of Kreisel. Applicant
respectfully disagrees with the rejections. However, solely in the interest of advancing prosecution,
Applicant has amended Claims 34 and 41 as set forth above. Applicant respectfully submits that
Claims 34 and 36-41 comply with 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 for at least the following reasons.

Amended Claim 34 is directed to a mountable case for a handheld electronic device
including, among other features, “wherein the rear wall and the sidewall are a unitary structure;
and an exterior-facing member configured to be removably received in the rear wall of the case,
the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to receive at least one magnet, the
indentation facing the rear wall of the case, wherein the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing
member fully enclose the at least one magnet.” Amended Claim 41 is directed to a mountable case
for a handheld electronic device including, among other features, “wherein the rear wall and the
sidewall are a unitary structure” and “an exterior facing member configured to be removably

-6-
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received in a cavity in the rear wall of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation
configured to receive at least one magnet, the indentation facing the rear wall of the case, wherein
the rear wall of the case and the exterior facing member fully enclose the at least one magnet.”
Applicant respectfully submits that the cited references, alone or in combination, fail to teach or
suggest at least these features.

The Office Action cites paragraphs [0031]-[0033] of Harchol as disclosing “at least one
magnet 94 is fully enclosed by the case and the exterior facing member.” Office Action at. 4.
Applicant respectfully disagrees. Harchol discloses “a magnetic fastener 92, which is meant to be
placed on the other side of the garment (not shown here) to attract and hold the holder 80 in place,
as described above for holder 10. Referring additionally to FIG. 3E, holder 80 may include female
attachment members 94, such as recesses formed in the body of receptacle 82 with magnetic
elements 95 on the inner side of, or flush with, the recesses.” Harchol at [0033]. However, the rear
the magnetic element 95 of FIG. 3E is not fully enclosed by the rear wall of the holder 80 and the
female attachment members 94, which the Office Action cites as the exterior-facing member.
Rather the magnetic element 95 is exposed as shown below. Further, Kreisel does not cure the

deficiencies of Harchol with respect to the above-recited features of amended Claims 34 and 41.

5

YR,

For at least the reasons above, Applicant respectfully submits that Harchol and Kreisel,
alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest each and every element of amended Claims 34
and 41. Claims 36-40 and 42-43 each depend directly or indirectly from Claim 34 or 41, and

incorporate every feature recited in their respective independent claims. Therefore, for at least the

-7-
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same reasons discussed above with regard to Claims 34 and 41, the combination of Harchol and
Kreisel does not teach or suggest every element of Claims 36-40 and 42-43. Accordingly,
Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of Claims 34, 36-43 and allowance of

the claims.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this application
that previously pending claims are not patentable. Rather, any alterations or characterizations are
being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this application. Applicant reserves the right
to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other broader or narrower claims that capture
any subject matter supported by the present disclosure, including subject matter found to be
specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution. Accordingly, reviewers of this or any
parent, child or related prosecution history shall not reasonably infer that Applicant has made any

disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.
Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: March 16, 2023 By:_/Curtiss C. Dosier/
Curtiss C. Dosier
Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404
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Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11/14/2022.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 16-24 and 34-44 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6) Claim(s) 16-18 and 20-24 is/are allowed.

7) Claim(s) 34-44 is/are rejected.

8) [0 Claim(s) ___is/are objected to.

9) (J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.
Application Papers
10)(7J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)(J The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)(] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)) Some**  ¢)J None of the:
1.[J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date
2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date I—
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20221216
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 2
Art Unit: 3735

Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e)
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11/14/2022 has been entered.

e Claims 25-26 and 28-33 have been cancelled and claims 34-44 have been added

e Claims 16-24 and 34-44 are presented for examination

e This action is Non-Final

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
2, In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —
(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in

public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the
United States.
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4, Claim(s) 34, 35, 38 and 39 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being

anticipated by Harchol (US 20080023508).

34: Harchol discloses a mountable case 10 for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case 10 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device 12 and retain
the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case comprising a rear
portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device in use and
a side portion extending from the rear portion and being configured to be positioned adjacent at
least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device in use; (see

annotated figure below).
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an exterior-facing member 95 configured to be removably received in the rear portion of the
case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to receive at least one magnet

([0031-0033]).

35: Harchol discloses the case of Claim 34, wherein the at least one magnet 94 is fully

enclosed by the case and the exterior-facing member [0031-0033].

38: Harchol discloses the case of Claim 34, wherein the magnet is removable from the

exterior- facing member [0033].

39: Harchol discloses the case of Claim 34, wherein the attachment region further
comprises an open space configured to receive an interlocking member (see annotated figure of

claim 34).

5. Claim(s) 41 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by

Kreisel (US 2006/0229740).

41: Kreisel discloses a mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case 202 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device and retain
the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case comprising a rear
portion 1304 that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device in
use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being configured to be positioned
adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device in use

(10055]; fig. 2);

an attachment region 218 on the rear portion of the case, the attachment region comprising:
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an open space defining an interlock area, the interlock area being sized and shaped to receive a
corresponding interlocking member, wherein the interlock area has four access spaces 220 sized
to receive corresponding tabs of the interlocking member when the interlocking member is

attached to the mountable case [0056]; and

an exterior facing member 302 configured to be removably received in a cavity in the rear
portion of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to receive at

least one magnet ([0057]; fig. 3).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
6. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
7. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

8. The factual inquiries for establishing a background for determining obviousness under
pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or

nonobviousness.
9. Claim 36-37 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2008/0251512).

36-37: Harchol discloses the case of Claim 34, but fails to disclose a non-slip member.
Griffin teaches wherein the exterior-facing member is a non-slip member [0025]. Therefore, it
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the effective filing
date of the invention to modify the exterior facing member of Harchol to include the non-slip
member of Griffin to assist in resisting sliding of the device as well as increase comfortability in

holding the device.

10. Claim 42 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Kreisel (US 2006/0229740) in view of Griffin (US 208/0251512).

42: Kreisel discloses the case of Claim 41, but fails to disclose a non-slip member.
Griffin teaches wherein the exterior-facing member is a non-slip member [0025]. Therefore, it
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the effective filing
date of the invention to modify the exterior facing member of Kreisel to include the non-slip
member of Griffin to assist in resisting sliding of the device as well as increase comfortability in

holding the device.

11. Claim 43-44 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Kreisel (US 2006/0229740) in view of Harchol (US 2008/0023508).

43-44: Kreisel discloses the case of Claim 41, but fails to disclose a magnet. Harchol
teaches wherein the at least one magnet is capable of being fully enclosed and removable from

the exterior-facing member (fig. 3E). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the effective filing date of the invention to modify the case
of Kreissel to include the magnetic connection of Harchol to increase the security and position of

the stored device by way of the locking mechanism.

12. Claim 40 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Kreisel (US 2006/0229740).

40: Harchol discloses the case of Claim 39, but fails to disclose locking tabs. Kreisel
teaches wherein the open space 220 comprises four access spaces 218 configured to receive
corresponding tabs of an interlocking member ([0056]; fig. 3). Therefore, it would have been
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the effective filing date of the
invention to modify the opening of Harchol to include the locking tabs of Kreisel to locate and

maintain the corresponding magnetized closure.

Allowable Subject Matter

13. Claims 16-18 and 20-24 are allowed.

Conclusion
14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a).
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period

will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37
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CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this

final action.

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm EST.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, ANTHONY STASHICK can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is available
to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center, visit:
https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center for more
information about Patent Center and https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about
filing in DOCX format. For additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC)
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service

Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735

/Anthony D Stashick/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735
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("10070707"|"10093377
"|"10112670"|"2002013
9822""20040204169"|"
20060229740"|"200700
14120""20070212931"|
"20080023508"|"20080
251512"|"20080314941
"|"20100084527"|"2011
0043086"|"2011014358
3"|"20110227735""201
20298820"|"201302922
70""20130292296"|"20
140355200"|"20160192
752"|"3179367"|"39867
80"|"7523906"|"765288
8"|"7685904"|"7930006"
|"8167127"|"8172247"|"
8267418"|"8439239"|"8
469245"|"8708151"|"88
00763"|"8830663"|"893
6222"|"9185953"|"9243
739"|"9383774"|"94020
16"|"9498034"|"959287
1"|"9700114"|"D564754
"|"D606738"|"D627771"|

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
DERWENT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2018/07/24
07:40 PM

2018/12112
10:07 AM

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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L125

L126

L127

L128

L129

L130

20

60

"D646672"|"D647085"|"
D653190"|"D654043"|"
D671932"|"D685363"|"
D685785"|"D687004"|"
D697060"|"D711886"|"
D718290""D725119"|"
D726170"|"D726732"|"
D739857").PN.

(("15456276") or
("13593220") or
("14260817") or
("14120319") or
("15356346") or
("14939231").PN.

"15456276" "13593220"
"14260817" "14120319"
"156356346" "14939231"

("9211969").PN.

(("9211969") or
("7997436").PN.

("10070707"|"20020139
822"|"20040204169"|"2
0060229740"|"2007001
4120"|"20070212931"|"
20080023508"|"200802
51512"|"20080314941"|
"20100084527"|"20110
043086"|"20110143583
"|"20110227735"|"2012
0298820"|"2013029227
0"|"20130292296"|"201
40355200"|"201601927
52"|"20170183052"|"20
180099714"|"3179367"|
"3986780"|"7523906"|"7
652888"|"7685904"|"79
30006"|"8167127"|"817
2247"|"8267418"|"8439
239"|"8469245""87081
51"|"8800763"|"883066
3"|"8936222"|"9185953"
|"9243739"|"9383774"|"
9402016"|"9498034"|"9
592871"|"9700114"|"DO0
00071"|"D564754"|"D60
6738"|"D627771"|"D646
672"|"D647085"|"D6531
90"|"D654043"|"D67193
2"|"D685363"|"D685785
"|"D687004"|"D697060"|
"D718290"|"D725119"|"
D726170"|"D726732"|"
D739857").PN.

("6752299"|"8662362"|"
8830663"|"2013018158

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2018/12112
01:43 PM

2018/12112
01:43 PM

2019/03/20
12:13 PM

2019/03/20
12:13 PM

2019/03/20
02:06 PM

2019/03/20
02:39 PM

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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L131

L132

L133

L134

L135

L136

L137

L138

L139

L140

L141

L142

L143

L144

L145

L146

42

300

63

4741

4877

547

947

292

1892

7244

1987

4""20080232089"|"201
10136555"|"8078240").
PN.

("3550824" | "5014892"
| "5412545" | "5850996"
| "6360928" | "7942293"
| "8328055").PN. OR
("8662362").URPN.

collins near2 raven

("5305381" | "5898775"

| "7551458" | "D184411"
| "D301883" |
"D320991" | "D321885"
| "D346275" |
"D356798" | "D360210"
| "D411543" |
"D411931" | "D431250"
| "D528539" |
"D529489" | "D535988"
| "D544487" |
"D545812" | "D561092"
| "D577358" |
"D587695" | "D597093"
| "D606065" |

"D607856" | "D610579"
| "D618454").PN. OR
("D627771").URPN.
("15838933").PN.
("10093377").PN.
b62j11/00.cpc.
a45¢2011/002.cpc.
b62j9/003.cpc.
b62j2099/004.cpc.
("6109442").PN.
(("20070221694") or

("20060229740").PN.

speaker same magnet
same mount

a45c¢13/1069.cpc.
b60r11/00.cpc.
("20160032606"["38601

40").PN.
a45c¢13/1069.cpc.

(US-PGPUB;
USOCR)

(US-PGPUB;
USOCR)

(US-PGPUB;
USOCR)

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT,;

USPAT,;

USPAT,;

USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT,;

USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

FPRS; EPO;

(US-PGPUB;

(US-PGPUB;

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT;
JPO)

USPAT)

USPAT,;

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2019/03/20
02:41 PM

2019/03/21
08:16 AM

2019/03/21
05:36 PM

2019/03/22
12:28 PM

2019/03/22
12:34 PM

2019/03/22
01:08 PM

2019/03/22
01:09 PM

2019/03/22
01:09 PM

2019/03/22
01:10 PM

2019/08/27
10:58 AM

2020/04/24
04:49 PM

2020/05/13
03:19 PM

2020/05/13
03:20 PM

2020/05/14
02:10 PM

2020/06/24
11:59 AM

2020/09/27

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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L147 4
L148 3
L149 1
L150 78

"20160109276"

(("20160109276") or
("4412729").PN.

("2008251212").PN.

("10122400" OR
"10326488" OR
"10864956" OR
"11044974" OR
"20140287800" OR
"20150189963" OR
"20150201723" OR
"20210188380" OR
"20210261215" OR
"20220117384" OR
"7374142" OR
"8544644" OR
"9616821" OR
"D685362" OR
"10070707" OR
"10093377" OR
"10112670" OR
"10420407" OR
"20020139822" OR
"20040204169" OR
"20060147080" OR
"20060229740" OR
"20070014120" OR
"20070174187" OR
"20070212931" OR
"20070221694" OR
"20080023508" OR
"20080251512" OR
"20080314941" OR
"20100084527" OR
"20110143583" OR
"20110227735" OR
"201202908820" OR
"20130202270" OR
"20130202296" OR
"20140355200" OR
"20160192752" OR
"3179367" OR
"3986780" OR
"7523906" OR
"7652888" OR
"7685904" OR
"7930006" OR
"8167127" OR
"8172247" OR
"8267418" OR
"8317067" OR
"8439239" OR
"8469245" OR
"8490789" OR

FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
FPRS; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT,;
USOCR; EPO; JPO)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

12:29 PM

2022/03/16
10:01 AM

2022/03/16
10:01 AM

2022/03/16
10:19 PM

2022/09/26
01:50 PM

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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"8708151" OR
"8800763" OR
"8830663" OR
"8936222" OR
"9185953" OR
"9243739" OR
"9383774" OR
"9402016" OR
"9498034" OR
"9592871" OR
"9700114" OR
"D564754" OR
"D627771" OR
"D646672" OR
"D647085" OR
"D653190" OR
"D654043" OR
"D671932" OR
"D685363" OR
"D685785" OR
"D687004" OR
"D697060" OR
"D711886" OR
"D718290" OR
"D725119" OR
"D726170" OR
"D726732" OR
"D739857").pn.

L151 830 a45c¢13/1069.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:17 AM
L152 4771 a45¢11/00.cpc. (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:47 AM
L153 1750 magnet$ AND L152 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2022/09/27
09:47 AM
L154 5 "20140151379" (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2022/09/27
"20180206419" 10:33 AM
"20120152960"
PE2E SEARCH - Search History (Interference)
Ref # Hits Search Query DBs Default Plurals British Time Stamp
Operator Equivalents
N66 1089 206/701 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N67 4113 206/320 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N68 309 224/412 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N69 488 224/929 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:17 PM
N70 67466 magnet and friction (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM
N71 5628 N66 N67 N68 N69 (US-PGPUB; USPAT) |OR ON ON 2014/03/04
07:23 PM

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM

Workspace: 13583220
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N72

N74

N75

N76

N112

N113

N114

N115

N116

N117

N118

N119

N120

N121

N122

N123

53

27

21

34

479

421

1329

3249

1882

1286897

825454

7045

579

931

N70 and N71
b62j9/02.cpc.
B62J7/02
B62J7/06

(US-20070221694-$ or
US-20060061156-
$).did.
a45¢2011/001.cpc.
a45c¢13/1069.cpc.
a45c¢13/053.cpc.
b62j11/00.cpc.
h04b1/3888.cpc.
b60r11/00.cpc.

tab or projection

mount

N113 N114 N116 N117

N118

N119 and N120 and
N121

f16b2001/0035.cpc.

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

(US-PGPUB; USPAT)

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

ON

ON

ON

ON

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

ON

ON

ON

ON

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

2014/03/04
07:23 PM

2015/07/10
04:36 PM

2015/07/10
05:01 PM

2015/07/10
05:01 PM

2018/07/24
07:27 PM

2018/07/31
11:35 AM

2018/07/31
11:35 AM

2018/07/31
11:35 AM

2018/07/31
11:36 AM

2018/07/31
11:36 AM

2018/07/31
11:36 AM

2018/07/31
11:37 AM

2018/07/31
11:37 AM

2018/07/31
11:37 AM

2018/07/31
11:37 AM

2018/08/02
02:07 PM

12/16/2022 01:11:49 PM
Workspace: 13583220
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 17/118371
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 10, 2020
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Whitten, Jeff
Art Unit 3735
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Raven Collins
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019Co6

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant Passages or
' Example; 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
1 D852,681 07-02-2019 |Peters et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Examiner [Cite | Country Code-Number-Kind Date Name Where Relevant Passages T
Initials No. Code MM-DD-YYYY or Relevant Figures
Example; JP 1234567 A1 Appear
2 AU 201817027 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
3 AU 201817028 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
4 AU 201817029 S 01-03-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
5 CN 204785421 U 11-18-2015 | Enix Products Pte. Ltd. X
6 CN 303239699 S 06-10-2015 |Peters, Christopher X
7 EU 005832789 01-24-2019 |Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
8 EU 005832813 01-21-2019 |Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
9 EU 005832854 03-04-2019 [Annex Products Pty. Ltd.
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the
Initials No. |item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), T
' publisher, city and/or country where published.
56609535

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /R.C/

Examiner Signature

/RAVEN COLLINS/

Date Considered

12/16/2022

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (01-22)

Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 05/31/2024. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of inforrnation unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application | |- 110474 Filing | bgog 1210 Docket Number | o\ 51906 Art | h3s
Number Date (if applicable) Unit

First Named| | o \wmitten Examiner Raven Collins

Inventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, or to any design applicaticn. The Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW.USPTO.GOV

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR 1.114

Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the crder
in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s).

|:| Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as a
submission even if this box is not checked.

[ ] Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[ ] Other

[X] Enclosed

<] Amendment/Reply
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

|:| Affidavit(s)/ Declaration(s)

[ ] Other

MISCELLANEOUS

|:| Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of months
{Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17{i) required)

[ ] Other

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.
|Z| The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, to
Deposit Account No 111410

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

X Patent Practitioner Signature

Applicant Signature

EFS - Web 2.1.16
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Doc code: RCEX
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE)

PTO/SB/30EFS (01-22)

Approved for use through 05/31/2024. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of inforrnation unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

Signature

I'Curtiss C. Dosier/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD) EO22—1 1-11 I

Name

CURTISS C. DOSIER

Registration Number

F6,670

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to
file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-9199 and select option 2.

EFS - Web 2.1.16
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 353 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S5.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 2.1.16
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Design number:

Exported: 1/7
10/11/2022

o ews

Car Mount

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

Expiry date
Efjective dat‘e )
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08.08

08-08Z7
201817028

201817048

en
23/11/2018
03/01/2019

Newness and distinctiveness resides in
the visual features, including shape and
configuration, of a Car Mount as shown
in solid outline in the accompanying
drawings. When determining whether
the design is substantially similar in
overall impression to another design,
no regard is to be had to those features
shown in dotted outline in the
accompanying drawings, which
features are provided for illustrative
purposes only.

23/11/2023



Design number: Exported: 2/7

10/11/2022
Design current status code Application published
Design current status date 03/01/2019
Comment
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Design number: Exported:
‘ 10/11/2022

3/7

Owner

Applicant Identifier
Applicant name
Applicant legal entity
Applicant nationality code

Representative
Representative identifier

Representative's name

Applicant legal entity

Annex Products Pty Ltd

Griffith Hack

Representative nationality code

Address
City
Postcode

Country code

Level 10, 161 Collins Street
MELBOURNE

3000

AU

Correspondence address

No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority
Priority number
29/648636

Publication
No entry for the design no

DESIGNER

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Country Date
uUsS 23/05/2018

Christopher PETERS
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Design number: Exported: 4/7
10/11/2022

Designer identifier
Designer Address Leigh RYAN
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Machine Translated by Google

1. {There is no name of invention in this docurnent]

Application number CN201530034860

Appl
date 2015.02.05

Pubiic (announcament)
date 2015.06.10

Applicant {patent) by
Christopher Petars

inventor

Christopher Peters
Surmmary

- ABSTRACT: 1. The name of the product of this design: a device for installing a hand-held electronic device. 2. Use
of this design product: This design product is used to install handheld electronic equipment. 3. The design poinis of this
design product: the shape of the device for installing the handheld siecironic equipment. 4. The picture or ghotograph

that best shows the main points of the design of this design: 3D drawing.
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ROK.019C6 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor: Jeff Whitten Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

AMENDMENTS AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Office Action dated July 11, 2022 in the above-referenced application,
Applicant respectfully submits the following amendments and remarks for consideration:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1-15. (Canceled)
16. (Previously Presented) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation;

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that
a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,
wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

17. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece
adjacent an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and
the electronic device.

18. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible non-slip member.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the open space of the non-slip
region is at least partially defined by a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening.

21. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 20, wherein the flexible non-slip member
contains a peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible

non-slip member to the case.
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22. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip member
comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of
the case with a surface on which the case is placed.

23. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 22, wherein the frictional gripping exterior
surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

24. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth
magnet.

25. (Canceled)

26. (Canceled)

27. (Canceled)

28. (Canceled)

29. (Canceled)

30. (Canceled)

31. (Canceled)

32. (Canceled)

33. (Canceled)

34.  (New) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

an exterior-facing member configured to be removably received in the rear portion
of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to receive at least
one magnet.

35. (New) The case of Claim 34, wherein the at least one magnet is fully enclosed by
the case and the exterior-facing member.
36.  (New) The case of Claim 34, wherein the exterior-facing member is a non-slip

member.
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37.  (New) The case of Claim 36, wherein the non-slip member comprises a frictional
gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case with a surface on which
the case is placed.

38.  (New) The case of Claim 34, wherein the magnet is removable from the exterior-
facing member.

39.  (New) The case of Claim 34, wherein the attachment region further comprises an
open space configured to receive an interlocking member.

40. (New) The case of Claim 39, wherein the open space comprises four access spaces
configured to receive corresponding tabs of an interlocking member.

41.  (New) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

an attachment region on the rear portion of the case, the attachment region
comprising:

an open space defining an interlock area, the interlock area being sized and
shaped to receive a corresponding interlocking member, wherein the interlock area
has four access spaces sized to receive corresponding tabs of the interlocking
member when the interlocking member is attached to the mountable case; and

an exterior facing member configured to be removably received in a cavity in the
rear portion of the case, the exterior facing member having an indentation configured to

receive at least one magnet.

42, (New) The case of Claim 41, wherein the exterior-facing member is a non-slip
member.
43, (New) The case of Claim 41, wherein the at least one magnet is removable from

the exterior-facing member.
44, (New) The case of Claim 41, wherein the at least one magnet is fully enclosed by

the case and the exterior-facing member.

143



Application No.: 17/118,371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

REMARKS
This paper is filed in response to the Final Office Action dated July 11, 2022. Claims 16-
18, 20-26, and 28-33 were pending in the application. By this amendment, Claims 25, 26 and 28-
33 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer and Claims 34-44 are added. No new matter has
been added. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of the present claims

in viewing of the following remarks.

New Claims

Applicant has added new Claims 34-44. No new matter has been added. These claims are
supported throughout the specification and are patentable over Harchol (US 2008/0023508),
Griffin (US 2008/0251512) and Fawcett (US 2011/0227735). Applicant respectfully requests

allowance of Claims 25-33 along with the rest of the pending claims in the next action.

Double Patenting Rejection

Claims 16-18, 20-26, and 28-33 stand rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-12 and 14 of U.S. Patent No. 10,093,377. Claims

25, 26, and 28-33 have been canceled herein without prejudice or disclaimer.

Without agreeing with or acquiescing to the Examiner’s rejections, and without agreeing
to the characterization of U.S. Patent No. 10,093,377, or the claims of this application, and solely
in the interest of advancing prosecution, Applicant submits herewith a Terminal Disclaimer
disclaiming the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the above-referenced
application which would extend beyond the expiration date of the full statutory term of U.S. Patent
No. 10,093,377, as provided therein. The Terminal Disclaimer submitted herewith obviates the
double patenting rejection of Claims 16-18, and 20-2 in view of Claims 1-12 and 14 of U.S. Patent
No. 10,093,377. Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of Claims 16-18, and 20-24 for

double patenting be withdrawn.

Note Regarding Filing of Terminal Disclaimers Herewith

Applicant notes that the filing of a terminal disclaimer to obviate a rejection based on

nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting is not an admission regarding the propriety of the

-5-
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rejection. See M.P.EP § 804.02; Quad Environmental Technologies Corp. v. Union Sanitary
District, 946 F.2d 870, 874 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (indicating that the “filing of a terminal disclaimer
simply serves the statutory function of removing the rejection of double patenting, and raises

neither a presumption nor estoppel on the merits of the rejection”).

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this application
that previously pending claims are not patentable. Rather, any alterations or characterizations are
being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this application. Applicant reserves the right
to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other broader or narrower claims that capture
any subject matter supported by the present disclosure, including subject matter found to be
specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution. Accordingly, reviewers of this or any
parent, child or related prosecution history shall not reasonably infer that Applicant has made any
disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: November 14, 2022 By:_/Curtiss C. Dosier/
Curtiss C. Dosier
Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404
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First Inventor: Whitten, Jeff Conf. No.: 7153
App. No.: 17/118371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Mail Stop RCE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

References and Listing

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, an Information Disclosure Statement listing references is
provided herewith. Copies of any listed foreign and non-patent literature references are being
submitted. =~ Any foreign references may also include English abstract(s) and/or machine
translation(s), but no representation is made as to their accuracy.

If the Examiner would like additional information regarding these references or if
anything is unclear, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned for assistance.
No Disclaimers

To the extent that anything in the Information Disclosure Statement or the listed
references could be construed as a disclaimer of any subject matter supported by the present
application, Applicant hereby rescinds and retracts such disclaimer.
Timing of Disclosure

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of a final
action, Notice of Allowance, or other action that closes prosecution. Please place these

references in the file in accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(1).

Respectfully submitted,
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP
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Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner
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Wy CN 204785421 U

System for handheld electronic equipment of installation

Abstract

System for handheld electronic equipment of instaliation is including the casing and
focking structure that hava 3 mounting structure, and mounting structre through

the iocking structure with the part and part aligns and rotates and locks structure of
casing and will lock the sir

2 and atiach the casing of recaiving

Other languages: Chi

Inventor:

Current Assignee : &

Worldwide applications

0

s N

Application CN201520084199.0U events &
2015-02-05
2015-02-05
2015-11-18
2015-11-18
Status

2025-02-05

External links:

Claims {19) Hids Depandant

1. install the system of hand-hold electronic eguipments, described svstemn comprises:

Be suitable for being sttached to the housing of hand-hold electronio aguipments and the ruounting structwre inthe wall of described housing,

wherein said mounting structire to comprise by end wall at first end and the cavity that formed at the second end by least two are convex, wheraein
between described at least two aro convey, forms at feast two grooves; With

Have the locking structura being roughly oircular wall, it has al least two arc convex and yearns for extension from the edge of described circular wall,
and wherain 2t least two groovas are formed batween at least two projections;

Wherein said iocking struciure is attached to desc

at it

ed housing by following: by being alignd with at laast bwe grooves of mounting strocturs by least

o of locking structure arc convey, and forward locking structure or housing to until at least two arc convex of mounting structure align respactively
2ast in part with at ieast two projections of locking structure, be thus connected housing and lockmg struoture.

2. systerm according to ofaim 1, wherein said locking struclure cornprises: bending mounting plate, from the outward extending oylinder
raounting structure of described mounting glate, spring is attached to the lock collar of desaribed cylindar mounting structre with Inading, and

iz attached to d ibed cylinder mounting structure and the lid coordinated with describad lock collar.

3. system according o olaim 2, wherein said bending mounting plate comprises multiple locking mechanism, and it comiprises stretch out wall

and the ion being generally perpendioular to the wall extension that stretehnes out.

https://patents.google.com/patent/CN204785421U/en?0q=CN+204785421+U
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4. systarm according to olaim 3, corgaise one or more G-ring further, itis atiached to the projection of described locking mechanism, and is
cantered around arcund tubular article 1o hoid desoribed locking structure on deseribed tubular article.

~

5. systam according 1o olaim 2, wherein sald cylinder mounting structure comprises the first wiall that contiguous deseribed mounting plate is
arranged and the second cvlindrical wall exiended from the firal eylindrical wall, and wherein said firet cylindrioal wall has the diameter larger
than the disroeter of the second oylindrical wall further, 1o produce smooth fedge between desoribed firat ball wadl and the second oylindrical

wall,

.

5. system aooording 1o ofaim 5, the guter surface of contiguous described second oylindrical wall of its medi-spring is placed, the first end of
its medi-apring and flat wall bridge joini touch, and further wherein aaid lock collar is placed on arcund desoribed second oviindrical wall, and
camprisa the annular ladge exiended internal y with the second end in contact of spring, rake described look collar be compressad in the

spring between described annular ladge and smooth ledyge 1o the movement of mounting plate.
7. system according to ofaim &, comprise at least one projection of extending of grosve that the culer surface along first wall extends further,

with other the protruding or groove of the elongation that at least one internal \u'iacs along look collar extends, make projection or the groove
fit of the elongation of the projection of the elongation of first wall or groove and desoribed ook collar, with guiding locking sleeve pipe during
the movernent of lock collar.

3. systam according 1o olaim &, wherein sald lock eollar is included in the annular ledge that extends internally cutward extending inversion
frustum of a cone body wall, and wherain said inversion frusturn of a cone body wall comprises at ieast two annular grooves and at least tw
annular protiusions at its end.

@, systern sccarding 1o claim §, wherein said i::-s*‘xi-‘mg structure is the form of the Hd being attached to oylinder mounting strusturs, and make

when spring is not by compression, at leasi two arc convex of Incking stricture are placed at least two annular grooves of lock collar

1C. system according to claim 8, wherein when at least twg arc conver of the mounting structure of housing align respectively with at least two
p;qectxons of ivcking structure atleastin part, two annuiar protrusions of locking struciure are arranged al least two grooves of the mounting
structure of housing, and attachmant locking stiuctire s 1o housing and slop locking structire to remove frorn housing.

11 svslerns according to claim 49, wherein o

der mounting struciure be included in the second oylindrical wall further end between and
surround the end wall of en
extends through the ce

d ot the second oylindrical wall at least in part, deseribed end wail has through the first hole wherein, second hole
of id, and fastening plece is inserted through the first hole in the second hole of lid and end wail, wherein the head
of fast&reing piece holds the fastening plece that the fasiening piece of contiguous B4 and nut hold adjacent end wall, will to cover be

[

connected with oylinder mounting structure to be used in lid with the lsok collar between oviinder mounting siruciure.

12. systems according to olaint 9, wherein said fid comprises at least one the cylindrical support wall extended from its first surface, and
exiends and ai least two the iriangle radial walls alignd thh al least two arc-shaped protrusions of rmounting structure frorn oylindrical support

13, svsterns according to olairn 12, wherein the invarsion frustum of a cone body wail of lock collar comprises the denation of at least tw

groups, whereln, when lid is sttached to oviindrical mounting struciure, the triangie radial
denation of this group.

wall of lid is placed in the groove that formed by the

14. systerns according to claim 1, wherein locking struciure comiprises the second wall separated by one or more wall and ciroular wall further

5. systens aceording 1o olaim 12, wherein circdlar wall and the second wall separate by center
walls that oylindrical wall radial direction extends.

irele post jands with frorm least two planar

16, svsterns according to clairm 13, wherein the projection of radial extent stratchies out from the rear surface of at least two aie convex of
cirgular wall,

17, systems according to ola

m 14, wharein whan 2t least two are convex of mounting structure align at least in part respectively with &t lzas
two projections of fooking structure, the radial extent projection of the arc convex of circular wall is placed in the groove on the intemal -urfa’e

of 3t feast two arc convex of the rrzs)un‘tmg structure of | :wus;mg.

The systerm of 18, inatallation hand-hold electronic equipments, described systam compises:
The wail of the first substantial ciroular, 1 has at least two are convex extended from the edge of the first circular wall, With

Sacond wall, iself and first wall are separated by one of more support;

Fact: wharedn at least two are convex compirises tha first surisce that facing away Trom the second wall and the second surface inthe face of the
second wall, and sach at least two are convex comprises the projection of radial axtent fur‘rhsr desorived projection extends along the second

surface of at least wo are convex.

The systern of 15. installation hand-hold electronic equipments, described system comprises:

https://patents.google.com/patent/CN204785421U/en?0q=CN+204785421+U 2/9
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Be suitable {or the base being attached to tubtiar-shaped siructures, described base compiises basa wall, and it has frorn wherein extending the first

surface of guide plate and being suilable for being aitachad the second-phase effects on surface of whular-shaped structures;
Be attachad 1o the lid of the end of the guide piate on first surface opposite; With

Be arra
coilar being moved to base wall spring-loading.

d on the lock oollar on guide piate, wherein said lock collar faces toward lid in non-actuated position, and wherein staris lock collar by lock

Description
The systam of hand-hold alactronic equipments is installed
Technical field

Preseant invention relates in general to hand-hold slectronic eguipments, and relate more speacifioally 1o the device housing of hand-hold
elactronic equipments being attached to one of more abiact

Background technigue

Reseatch and develep and sold out multiple device, 1o helo protaction and/or o fix hand-hold electronic equipments. Such as, saff dissirnilar
housing, #s surround and protaction hand-hold electronie equipments below and side.Some housings ars mexde ug of rigidity plastinos, and can

fasten on hand-hold raents. Jther housing is made up of fexible raterdal, and it can carry out operating to be altachad and o

pratect hand-boid electronic equipments.

actronic egul

A tand of device such as fixing hand-hold electronic equipments in car or other vehicle comprises the thin layer of rubber, plastics or other
flexibie material The first surface viscosity of this thin layer or the material coating of being clarnminess, make this first surface can be
attached to instrurment panal or other on the surface The second surface of this thin laver is alse with viscesity or the material coating of baing

id electronic equipments can be attached and

support on second surface.

Along with the inorease of hand-hold electionic equipments quantity, therefora thera is the expectation of carnying hand-hold electronic

aguinments al any time Consumer always finds new device and accessory, uses their hand-hold elecitronic eguipments by them, and they alicw

the hand-hoid electronic equipments universally uasing them As long as hand-hold electronic sguiprments remains various daily neces saries,
Zong axist for the use new device of this hand-hold electronic sguipments and the dernand of accessory.

sdode] utility contert

Ascording to an aspact of the press
suitable for being attached to hand-hold electronic equipments and the mounting strusturs in the wall of housing. Mounting structue to
cornprise by end wall at first end and the cavity that formed at the second end by least two arc convex, wherein between these at least two arc
oonvex, forrns at least two grooves This system comprises the locking structure having and be rougnly ciroular wail further, and have at least

L invertion, the systern of nand-noid electronic equipmants is instalied and comprises the housing that is

two are convex and yearn for axtension from the edge of circular wall, wherein 3t least twoe grooves are formed between these at lzast two
projections. Locking structire is attached 1o housing by following: by being alignd with at least two grooves of mounting structure by least twio
of locking struciure arc convey, and forward locking structure or housing 1o until 2t least two are convex of mounting structre align

respectively at l2ast in part with at l2ast two projections of locking structure, be thus connectad housing and locking structure.

At different aspect of the present invention, the method for installing hand-hold electronic equipments comprizes the step providing housing,
and this housing has frst wall and ene o more sidewall, and they ara fermed and are suitable for the attachroent main body of hand-hold
slantronic equinments and the mounting structure in first wall At lsast two grooves that mounting structure comprises at least two are convay
and formed between at least two projections. The method comprises the step providing locking structure further, and this locking structure has
the wall being roughly cirale, and it has al least two from the outward extending arc convex in the edge of circular wall, and whereln at least
o groovas are formed batween at least two projections Also furthar, the method comprises the following steps: inserted by least two of
focking structure arc convex at least two grooves of mourting structire, and Dwistlook structure or housing, untit at least two of mounting
struclure arc convay slign raspectively al least in part with al least two pojections of locking structure, ba thus connected housing and locking
structure.

Of the present invention further in, instail the system of hand-hold ¢lectionic aguipments and comprise: the first oircular wall substantiaiiy,
wall has the projection that at least two edges from the firat circular wall extend; With the second wall separated by one o more support and
first wail Each atieast two are convey comprises the first surface that facing away from the second wall and the second surfsee inthe facs of

the second wall, and each at least two aro convex comprises the projection of radial extent further, this projection extends along the second
surface of at least two arc convex.

%o baok in ancther of the present invention, the system of instaliing hand-hold electronic equipmenis comprises the hase being suitahle for
ing the first surface of guide

being attached o tubular-shaped structures, and this base comprises base wall, and it has frorn wherein exter
plate and being suiiable for baing attached the sacond-phase effects on surface of Wubuiar-shaped stiuctures This system s ananged on the
fock collar on guide olate with comprising the lid of the end of the guide plate be attached on first surface oppoesite and springloading

ated position, and starts lock collar by lock coliar being moved

10 pase wall.

furtherbock collar faces toward lid in non-ag
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coomganying diawing expianation

Fig. 1is the top isomaetric view of the first mode of execution of device hand-hold electronic eguipments being attached to object or surface,

and this device comprises the mounting reachanism being attached to twhular-shaped structures, the ook collar being attached to mounting
mechanism subsiantial

and is attached to mounting mechanism and the lid coordinatad with iock collar;
Fig. 2 is the lateral plan of the device of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is the exploded view of the device of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 generally along the line 4-4 of Fig. 1 and is presented at the viswgraph of cross-saction of lock oollar of icading spring in prolongation or
tocked position;

Fig. 5 is similar to the view of Fig. 4 and is desoribed in the viewgraph of cross-section of lock collar of loading spring In compression or
untocked position;

Fig. 6 is the top isometric view of the mounting mechanism of large volume desaription in Fig

Fig. 7 isthe laters) plan of the mounting mecharism of Fig. 6

Fig. 9 is the viewgraph of cross-section that generslly slong Fig, 6 line §-8;

Fig. 9 is the top isometric view of the look oollar of farge volume desoription inFig. 1
Figure 10 i3 the fateral plan of Fig. 9lack collar;

Figure 17 i3 substantially along the viewgraph of cross-section of Fig. 9iine 11-17;
Figure 12 is the plane view of bottom of Fig. § lock collar;

Figure 13 is the top plan view of the Hid of large volume desorigtionin Fig. 1;

Figure 14 is the Iateral plan of the id of Figure 13;

Figure 15 is the top isometric view of the iid of Figure 13;

Figure 16 i3 the end isometric view of the lid of Figure 13;

Figure 17 is the top plan view of attachment hand-hold electronic aguipments o the second mode of execution on object or surface;
Figure 18 is the Isteral plan of the device of Figure 17,

Figure 19 is the end isometiic view of the davice of Figurs 17;

Figure 201 is the top isometric view of the device of Figure 17,

Figure 27 is for the top isemetric view of hand-hold electronio eguipments with the housing for using togather with the device of Fig. 1 with
Figure 17,

Figure 22 is the end {sometric view of the housing of Figure 21;

Figure 23 is the top plan view of the housing of Figur

Figure 24 is the viewgraph of cross-section of the line 24-24 that generally along Figure 22,

Figure 25 is the devioe isometrie view of the Fig. 1 being altachad to Figure 21 housing;

Figure 26 15 the viewgraph of cross-section that generally along Figure 25 Eine 26-2¢;

Figure 27 is the isometrie view of Figure 17 device being attached to Figure 21 housing; With

Figure 28 s the viewgraph of oress-ssetion that generally slong Figure 27 line 28-28.

After considering the following detailed deseription, other aspacts and advantages of the prasant invention will become obwious, and wharein

simitar structure has same or similar reference number

Ernbodiment

Tha present invention relates 1 the device of attachmeant hand-hold electronic sguipments 1o obiant or surizce Although the present invention
oan ernbody in many different forms, several embodirnent is discussed nerein, should be appreciated that the present invention only should be

eonsidered 1o the example of principle of the present invention, and it is not intended 1o the maoda of exsoution limiting the invention to
axplanation.
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With reference o accomganying drawing, Fig. 1-3 desoiibes with first rode of execution of the attachmern ronie equipments of

tubular shaped basge looki

32, spring 34, lock collar 36 and iid 38 substantially.

systen: 30 forn: 1o the device of object Tubular shaped base locking systern 20 comprises mounting mechanism

with referenos to Fig. 2 and 68, mourting rmachanism 22 comprises the bending mounting plate 40 with multiple locking maechanism 42, and
facking mechanism 42 extends from the angle 44 of mounting plate 40.Each in iscking mechanism 42 comprises the wall 44 upwards
extended, and wall 44 has exiend intemnally cutstanding 48, and its function will discueas in more detail following dMounting plate 40 has the

curved shape meeting tubular article 48 substantially, the tubular wand of tubdlar articie 48 such as bicynle or other similar structurs The lower
surface 50 of mounting plate 40 is suitable for being attached o tubular article 48, as discussed halow.

Cylinder mouniing structure 63 stratches out rom the upper surface 52 of mounting plale 40 Mounting siructure 80 compriaas lower wall 64

and from the outward extending upper wall 86 of lowar wall 64.Lower wall 64 has the diameter of the dismeter baing grester than upper wall

ical outstanding 70 of two relative elongations streich cut from lower wall 84, and are in

&6, torms piane ledge 68 thus between wall 84,66.Ver

substantially parsiiel relationshin to the vertical shaft 72 (Fig. 7) of mounting rechanism 60.0uwstanding 70 180 degres of fayouts each other,
and align with the transverse axis 74 {Fig. 8) of mounting piste 40 substantially, wherein transverse axis 74 is perpendicuiar to the longituding
axis 76 (Fig. 8) of mounting piate 40 Although describe Iwo cutstanding 70, one or rmore outstanding 70 can be used.

Tha upper wail 86 of cylindar rounting mechanism 80 cornprises the top wall 80 having and run through in hole 82 Four annular waill 83
streteh out from the edge 84 of upper wall £6 betwaen each snnular wall 83, form recess §6.

with reference o Fig. 3 and 9-12, lock ooliar 36 comnprises center circle postiamb 97, has the skirt 32 from the first end 24 of oyiindrical wall

4 to downward-etansion Skirt 92 comgrises alternataly downward extansion portion 56 and upwards axtension 98, and they form the general
curved shape of contiguous upwards extension, and it meets the curvad shape of mounting plate 40,

Look oollar 36 comprises the second end 102 outward extending inversion frustum of a cone body wall 10C frorn ovlindrical wall 20
furtherbnversion frustum of 2 cona body wall 100 compiises owward extending four annuiars in edge 106 outstanding 104 from being inverted
frustum of 3 cone body wall 1060, Is inverted frustum of a cone body wall 100 and has the groove 168 giving prominence 1o formation between

104 in annudar Bach in groove 108 to be included in groove 108 recess 109 inthe heart, and its function will in following description. The central
poirt 110 of outstanding 104 with about 45 degres layout, and gives prorainence to 104 with 90 dagree of layouts for being dose 1o relative to

the iongitudinal axis of lock collar 36 and tansverse axis 111,112 (Fig. ¢ and 12} The trdangle cutstanding 114 of areay stretches out from

irversion frustum of & cone body wall 103 and forrns groove 116 betwixt.

A3 seen the clearestin fig. 11, the second end 1072 of the oylindrical wall 9C of annular ledge 120 between oviindrical wall 20 and inversion
v,

frustium of 3 cone body wall 160 extends internaliv in addition, groove 121 is formed in the intemnal surface 122 of lock collar 36, as finding in

124 {Figure 11 and 12} of fook oofler 36, and a

o

fig. 12.Groove 121 ig parallel to the vertical shatft
36

gns with the trangverse axis 112 of sleava pipe

wWith reference to Fig. 3 and 13-18, iid 38 comprises smogth circular top wall 130, and it has outward exiending four aros cutstanding 132 from

the adge 134 of top wall 136, and s further groove 135 is formed belween arc ouistanding 132.4r¢ gives prominence (o the center line 136 of
eacty i 132 relative 1o cortiguons are outstanding 132 with 90 degres of layouty, ag finding in g, 13.The cent War shaped section 1440

of top wall 130 comprizes angled wall 144, and it is inside and reduce gradually downwards, produces circular port 142.The head that angled

wall 144 forms wherein screw or other fastening piece supstantially can camry out the shape neld.

Lid 58 comprises the first oylindrical wall 150 further, and it stretchas out from the bottomn surface 157 of id 38 and inwardly separates with

the adge 124 of lid 3% Second cylindrical wail 134 extends from hottomn surface 157 further, and inwardly separates with the first eylindrical
wall 150 and outwards separate with ciroular port 142 Ag found out in figure 16, radial support wall 156 exiends and separates with 90 degree

oy

each other betwaen the first and second cylindrical walls 150,154, and substantizlly and the are center line 136 of giving prominence to 132
align.The triangular walls 138 with outer ramp surface 160 extends hehween the first cylindrical wall 150 and the edge 134 of 1id 28, and the
oanter line 136 thal wherein triangular wall 158 and radial suppori wall 132 and

e give prominence to 132 aligns.

As finding in figure 16, owtstanding 170 of radial extent gives prominence o the bottom surface 172 of each 132 to downward-extension from
are, the center line 136 that wherein radial direction cutstanding 170 gives prominence to 132 aslong arc extends, and aiigns with radial support
wall 132 and triangular support wail 158,

assembling tubular shaped base locking system 36, as finding

By insarting spring 34 on the upper wall 66 of cylindrical mourting structure 80, <
in figure 3.5pring 34 has the diameter thatl is greater than upper wall 65 but is less than the diameter of the dismeter of lower wall &4, and on
the srnooth ledge 68 spring 34 being placed in formed between lower wall 64 and upger wall 86, its medi-spring 34 separates with the outar

surfane 180 of upper wall 66 o contacts,

By vertical outstanding 70 alignment of wo rel ihe groove 127 that will be formed in
the internal surface 122 of lock coliar 36, after this lock collar 36 s belng amanged on cylindiical mounting stiucture 60000 this position, the
part 88 upwards extended of the skirt 92 of lock collar 26 separates with the core 182 of banding mounting plate 40, and senarates o the part

ve glongations of the oylindrical mounting structure in

46 of downward-exiension with the downward exiending end 184 of bending mournting plate 43,

Winen after the assernbling of eylindrdosl rmounting structure 690, spring 34 and look coliar 36, lid 38 is placed on the top of mounting sleeve 38,
and the radial support wail 156 of s middle cover 38 extends through the recess formad by the snnular wall 83 of mounting structure 60, This
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makes lid 38 align with each are in the groove 105 of lock callar 36 outstanding 132.So, give prominence o bottam surface 172 extension of
132 from arc outstanding 170 reside in recess 10%.in addition, the triangular wall 158 extended from the hottom surface 152 of lid 3%

poaifioned at gives prominence o 114 grooves formed 118 by the iriangle of lock collar 35.

Sorew 180 or other fastening piece are insertad in the hole 142 of Hid 38, and making the truneated cone of the inversion substantially head of
sarew 142 hold dependence has angled wiall 144, and the core of screw 142 extends through the hole 82 in the top wall 81 of oy
mounting struciure 60.Mut 192 is fived on sorew 190, until the fower aurface of the upper surface adjacent top wall 80 of it 182, is fived
together by the assembly of wbular shaped base locking system 38 thus,

drical

Atter agsembling, tubular shaned base locking system 30 can be attached to twhular article 48 Particuiarly, bending mounting plate 40 is
posifioned on tubular article 43, and the longitudinal axis 76 of mounting plate 40 is parallel to the longitudinal axis 210 (see Fig. 2) of tubular
article 48.Rubber sheet gasket 211 can ba arranged between mounting plate 40 and tubuiar article 43, 10 stop the movernent of whular shaped
hase locking system 3% and to stop the damage to tubular article 48.As finding in fig. 2. two O-rings 212 can be used, to be attached mounting
plate 47 to tebular article 48 What in Qring 212, the first locking mechanisrn 47 lived by the lopping end hook of sach extends internally
outstanding 496, and then O+ing 217 is around tubular article 48, and the refative lopping end of Q-ring 2712 be attached 1o the seeond incking
rechanism 42 exiend internally cutsianding 45.Each in O-ring 212 can be attached to locking mechanism 42, and locking mechanism 42
afigns along the ansverse axis 74 of mounting plate 40.0ptionally, can use single Gring 212, single S-ring 212
facking mechanism 42, or any amount of Gring 212

2 oan be attached to any amount of locking mechanism 42 and/or arbitrary locking
mechanisrn 42.8and 214 can additionally or alternatively be used to be attached tubuiar support system 3% to twbular article 481 used, band

a3n be attached 1o eachin

214 can around the pige 48 betwaen aviindiical mounting structure 80 and the locking mechanisrn often organized and mounting plate 43, as
described infig. 2

~,

Dascribe in Figure 17-20 with second mode of exeawtion of the attachment hand-hold elecironic eguipments of locking base 250 form to the
device of abjzot Locking base 250 cornprises the first and sacond separation plates 252 254 First plate 252 {s general oylindrical, has
autstanding 256, first plate 252 of the arc extended from the adge 258 of the first plate 252 and has the groove 259 giving prominence 1o
formation between 256 at arc. The certer line 260 of each that arc is given prominence in 256 gives prominence to 256 with 90 degree of
favouts relative to contiguas arc As desoribed in Figure 19, eulstanding 262 of radial extent is given prominence 1o the rear suriace 264 of

each 256 from are and i3 stretehed out, and the center line 280 that wherein radial direction outstanding 267 gives prominence to 132 along

are axtends.

Tha cerdral circuiar ¢ Hon 276 of the first plate 252 inciudas angled wall 272, and # s inside and reduce graduaily downwards, forms
the first cireular port 274, The head having angled wall 272 usually to form wherein sorew or other fastening plece can carry owt the shape

ng along the vertical shafi of

held. With reference to Figure 19, the second of
focking base 250 with the firs

ular port 280 extends through the second piate 254, and

Can see olearly in Figure 19-20, locking base 250 is included in extension and the cylindrical wall 290 around the first and second holes

274,289 hatween the first and second plates 252,254 further Four radial walls 282 extend outwardly into the edge 258 of the first plate 252

frorn ovlindrical wall 290 Radial wall 292 extends between the first and second piatas 252,254, and substantially aligns with radhal extent
autstanding 262 The quantity of wall 282 and orientation can be revised, aslong as the £

rst and second plates 252,254 separate and are
sed in more detail below.

(2

separately enough to permission eguipmernt and are attached 1o tha first plate 252, as diso

Locking base 250 can be sttached to vertically ina multitude of different ways, level or angled surface or structure. For examgle, refaring to

Figure 18, locking base 250 can have the two-sided adhesive structure 200 of the outer surface being atiached to the second plate 254 The
first surface 304 of ettachment structure 306 can adhesively be attached to outer surface 302, and the second face 306 can cormprise the
siice 308, adhesiva strusture 500 ¢

Bond with the thin slice 308 that can remove. Be separated from outar surface 302 when removing thin s
be attached 1o surface or structure Optionally, screw, bolt or other fastening pleces can be inserted through the first and second holes 274,280
thead of possible Tastening piece hoids the angiad wall 272 of dependence) and ha fixed to surface or strecture.

Sig envelope 356 describes in Figure 21-24, and it can be attached to hand-hold electronio sguipments with typical way Big envelope 350 can
use in cornbination with tubular shaped base iocking systern 30 or locking base 250, as described in more detaill below. Big envelope
compriaas first wall 352, such ag, for covering the rear surface of hand-hold electronic sguiprnents pMultiple side walls 354 stretches out from

<

the edge 356 of first wall 382, and is such a5 suitable for the side covering hand-hold electronic equipments . Side w
amout of hole 255 of the assembly for accessing hand-hold electronic eguipments Although a kind of mode of execution of hig envelope 356

fs 354 gan comprise any

iflustrates at this and describes, not departing fron the big envelope that can use any size or shade in scope of the present invention.

Circular mourting structure 360 s arrsnged in the oore 362 of first wall 252 Mounting structurs 300 comprises the first annuiar ring 364
suiwards reducad gradually from first wall 352, and is in substantially parallel relationship to first wall 352 and is arranged in the second
annular ing 366 betwaen the first annular ring 264 and base 258.Ag seen the clesrest in fig. 24, base 368 comprises oviindrical wall 270, &t
perpendicular 1o and axtend internally from the inward flange 272 of the second annular ring 364, Cireular wall 574 surrounds the end 376 of
oviindrical wall 371 to produce cavily 378 Four annulars s parated are given prorminence to 387 and are extended mt@'nall‘,'f om the inward

flange 372 of the sacond annular ring 386,
aranged in be given promi’nenc—e 0 are i 380 refative cirouiar walls 374 Radial groove 384 i

\

3%0 at arc and is formed {see Figure 24).

setween arc ouistanding 380, forrn groove 382 As seen in Figure 21 and 22, apening 383 is
given prorainence on the internal surfzce 385 of
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Big envelope 350 with reference to Figure 25-28, Figuie 21-24 can be attached 1o the tubular shaped base locking systern 30 of Fig. 1-16 and
the locking base 258 of Fi
tocking system 38, before or after fusular shaped base locking
wwhular shaped base looking system 30 outstanding 132 and groove 135 by the groowve 3t
prominence 1o 386, big enve npﬂ 350 s installed to tube-ik lock fixed sysiern 30.in this posiion, soring 34 outwards partial
pipe face toward lid 38, as seen in Figure 4.Due 1o this glignment, presaure is being appiied to iubular shaped base locking aysiern 30 towards

ure 17-20 Particutarly, with reference to Figure 25 and 26, big envelope 356 can be attached to tubuiar shaped base
g systern 30 is atlached to surface or siruciure Align respectively with the arc of
of big ervelope 350 and are being given

rnakes sleave

the direction D of mounting piat-.? 40.This prassure makes the arc of big enveiops 350 give prominense 1o 380 interference and stops the
ravernent of annular suistanding 104, and the sieeve pipe 3% of propelling loading spring is to mounting plate 44 thus, the deflection of
ria mobile arc of Hid 38 that allows gives prominence o the groove 382 that 132 enter lid 358, wherein then user can

artagonism epring 34.7
rotate whole tubuiar shaped base locking system 30 {or Hd 350} 45 degres, align unti] the arc of iock collar 36 gives prominence to 132 with the

arc cuisianding 380 of fid 350, and annular outstanding 104 snaps onto the groove 382 of lid 350, facing to the deflection of spring 34, stop
the rotation of tubiiar shaped base locking systern 30 or lid 350Lin this position, in the radial groove 38 of lid 350, arrange tha radial extent

outstanding 170 of iid 38, to help the rotation stoping Bid 350 or whular shaped base locking system 30 further, lock oollar 36 is not pulled to
rounting plate 43, facing to the defiection of spring 34.Similarly, in order to remove lid 350 from tubular shaped base iocking system 30, Iock
collar 36 must be pulled 1o mounting plate 4G, facing to the deflection of spring 34, rotates tubilar shaped base locking system 30 untit the arc
of i 38 gives prominence to 132 alignment in the groove 282 of lid 350 simultansously

e,

king base 250 is attached to b on in Figure 27 and 28, sligns respectively with the arc outstanding 256 and groove 255 that lock
hase 250 by the groove 382 of £d 350 and 3re bamg given prominenas to 380.1id 380 {or lacking bases 250) are after this rotating about 45
degres, until the aro of iid 350 gives prominence 1o outstanding 256 alignment of arc of 380 and iocking base 250, and the radial extent that
are gives prominence to 254 is given prominence 1o 262 and is snapped onts arc and give prominence in the radial groove 384 of 380.1:d 350
raust pe pushed Lo locking base 250 and rolate, and object removes lid 350 from locking base 256,

Althotgh describe the owtstanding and groove 132,135 of four groups on lid 38, locking base 250 describes the sutstanding and groove
280,352 of four groups, with the ouistanding and groove describing fowr groups on lid 350, but the cutstanding of two or more groups and

e

&

graove oan be used on iid 38, lecking base 250 and lid 350 are arbitrary, as long as the guantity of the groove in lid 350 at least equ

outstanding guantity on lid 28 and locking hase 250,

Can rnodify at arbifrary mode of execution described herein, 1o cornprise together with arbitrary siruciure or method disclosed in other mode of
exacttion.

Further, alithough dirsction term, such as forward and backward, upper and lower, 1op, hattorn etc,, can use, it should be understood that this

term is not restricted in whole specification, and herein only for passing on differert elements oriantation reiative to each other

Consider aforementioned desoription, nuraerous modifioations of the prasent invantion will be apparent for those skilled in the ar. Tharelore,
thiz description should be interpreted as being only iustrative, and is to enable those skilled in the art manufacture and using and instruct the

object of optimal mode impiementing it. The exclusivity right of all modifications within the scope of accessory olalm retains.
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Design number:

Exported: 1/7
10/11/2022

ZIGLA

Mounting Arm

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

A L
L NN, s
B e

Expiry date

e d
MRS RY
A R KA

184

08.08

08-08Z7
201817027

SOT8170L7

en
23/11/2018
03/01/2019

Newness and distinctiveness resides in
the visual features, including shape and
configuration, of a Mounting Arm as
shown in solid outline in the
accompanying drawings. When
determining whether the design is
substantially similar in overall
impression to another design, no
regard is to be had to those features
shown in dotted outline in the
accompanying drawings, which
features are provided for illustrative
purposes only.

23/11/2023



Design number:

Exported:
10/11/2022

2/7

Effective date

Design current status code
Design current status date
Comment
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Application published
03/01/2019



Design number: Exported:
SITET IO 10/11/2022

3/7

Owner

Applicant Identifier
Applicant name
Applicant legal entity
Applicant nationality code

Representative
Representative identifier

Representative's name

Applicant legal entity

Annex Products Pty Ltd

Griffith Hack

Representative nationality code

Address
City
Postcode

Country code

Level 10, 161 Collins Street
MELBOURNE

3000

AU

Correspondence address

No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority
Priority number
29/648635

Publication
No entry for the design no

DESIGNER

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Country Date
uUsS 23/05/2018

Christopher PETERS

186



Design number: Exported: 4/7
‘ 10/11/2022

Designer identifier
Designer Address Craig STEVENS

Renewals

No entry for the design no

Recordals
No entry for the design no

Representation (views of design)

T

D2
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Exported:

Design number:

10/11/2022
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Exported:

Design number:

10/11/2022
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Design number:

Exported:
10/11/2022

7/7
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Design number:

Exported: 1/7
10/11/2022

Wireless Charging Base

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

A L
L NN, s
B e

Expiry date

e d
MRS RY
A R KA

191

13.02
13-02
201817020

201817089

en
23/11/2018
03/01/2019

Newness and distinctiveness resides in
the visual features, including shape and
configuration, of a Wireless Charging
Base as shown in solid outline in the
accompanying drawings. When
determining whether the design is
substantially similar in overall
impression to another design, no
regard is to be had to those features
shown in dotted outline in the
accompanying drawings, which
features are provided for illustrative
purposes only.

23/11/2023



Design number:

Exported:
10/11/2022

2/7

Effective date

Design current status code
Design current status date
Comment

192

Application published
03/01/2019



Design number: Exported:
: 10/11/2022

3/7

Owner

Applicant Identifier
Applicant name
Applicant legal entity
Applicant nationality code

Representative
Representative identifier

Representative's name

Applicant legal entity

Annex Products Pty Ltd

Griffith Hack

Representative nationality code

Address
City
Postcode

Country code

Level 10, 161 Collins Street
MELBOURNE

3000

AU

Correspondence address

No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority
Priority number
29/649629

Publication
No entry for the design no

DESIGNER

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Country Date
uUsS 31/05/2018

Christopher PETERS
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Design number: Exported: 4/7
10/11/2022

Renewals
No entry for the design no

Recordals
No entry for the design no

Representation (views of design)

e s
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Exported

Design number

10/11/2022

FRG
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Design number: Exported: 7/7
10/11/2022
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Page 1 of 4

PO Box 1480

UNITED STATES et e 2B 1480
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE AN Yt topto G0

ELECTRONIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RECEIPT

APPLICATION # RECEIPT DATE / TIME ATTORNEY DOCKET #
17/118,371 11/14/2022 01:24:54 PM ET ROK.019C6

Title of Invention
CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Application Information

APPLICATION TYPE  Utility - Nonprovisional Application PATENT #
under 35 USC 111(a)

CONFIRMATION # 7153 FILEDBY Shine Fu

PATENT CENTER# 61173628 FILING DATE  12/10/2020

CUSTOMER # 20995 FIRST NAMED  Jeff Whitten
INVENTOR
CORRESPONDENCE - AUTHORIZED BY  Curtiss Dosier
ADDRESS

Documents TOTAL DOCUMENTS: 14
DOCUMENY FAGES  DESCRIPTION SIZE (KB
RCE pdt 3 Heqguest for Continued 1628 KB

Examingtion (RCE)

Amendment_Hesponse 1o G - 178 KB
OA pdl
Amendmeni_Response o {1-1) 1 Amendment Submilted/Entered 893 KB
OA-AMSR. pdf with Filing of Continued

Frosecution Application
{CPAYRaguest for Continued
Examination{RCE)

Claims 117 KB

[£)

Amendment_Response @ {2-4)
OA-CLM. pdlt
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Amendment

_Heasponse {5-6}

OA-REM. pif

D& pdf

DS TRAN.LET.pdf (1-1)
5-10S, pof (2-2)

AU 2OTEI70E78.PDF

FOR O

N 2047854210 wMT

FOR_CN_303230600S whMT.

patf

FOR_EU_00583

2TES.POF

FOR_EU 005832813.PDF

FOR_EU _Q05H32854 PRF

Digest

DOCUMENT

ROE. pdf

Amendment_Hesponse (o

Oandt

P

P

o

(]
[ox]

6]

6]

)

84

s

Applicamt Argumenis/Hemarks

Made in an Amendment

Transmitial Latter

information Disclosure

Statement {05} Form (SB0S)

Foreign Helarence

Foreign Reference

Foreign Reference

Forsign Reference

Foraign Relerance

Foreign Helarence

MESSAGE DIGEST(SHASE}

CIF7CDBENTECESF7EARSE7ORERETS

AQSF7REZ19COEDRFTFADESFBI4D46ESRCES
S732C88320E8RCORECTRFUEBAL4TARES

o

Page 2 of 4

143 KB

262 KB

88 KB

455 KB

481 KB

408 KB

1856 KB

1725 KB

SDSIEDETETFA4SFACEEERF7SADACE 1HBFOL48EF35DUBEGE4FS

1070F87FOASBOFSOUFFODEEFOE000ABA0ZE204AC40DEDDT 06D

TFERRCE2CT73CRS
JTFATHIA4DFEE614



Armendment_Hesponse to OA-
AMEB.pdt

Amendment_Response to OA-
CLM. pdt

Amendment_He
REM. paf

sponsa o OA-

DS, pdf

IDS-TRANLET pdi

IDS-DS. pof

FOR_AU_ 2018170275

PO

FOR AU 2018170288 POF

FOR_AU 2018170285 .PDF

FOR_CON_20478542T0 _wiMT P
Db

Page 3 of 4

BUSASEOEOESEAEDODO4ESED133F0FE44

OO100B4ABF17308E14805DEOFOETACAZEST DEZ2RETTERCE3304
SEDCFRETIEDODINEODOIACT 4867 A4B4BE2ROC4ATCREF2181072
FLZ00BR5DROTE195044B 0242084882

SCTDAGTSAR088DD443DCEDEFIBEGTFRIDIET4F00R2A43FAAL
150FT4BE29AZ75ALSGEBZSDAOBFAMEST VISV 1R BARCFDARID
A2CTB7ERIETOR4TRDZETC32FE0TE4

SE47DSAZFIFESEAF3B8ZTRITVOAFOSAFT ECOEESTICOFCALE
CFZFOTETOFRACBE4Z8CC4AAR TR0 17304CAZERFEBROTCLDECE
DBDOCSSFU810a5450558R5304073R2F3

C32B4AS0C6R2CRESZHENMBT46AFOCE8CSERDATO208328BBR1S
AE EEB‘;EE}“EE?SAA TOABZZBCAEABRIT3R0CZ08FETE4AZ104

ABFAS‘QAAMR%SQ CEREBZ42TAFRCABCEDETI4FBRERTEZEESTR
EODECTDCODITRIB43038E {; G1CT2RFDI20515TD1D640A524
U206 4BCmfs:3 IP4TANTBF7EBEEARS

SSARSRECEEDZ408215DORZAZBFDEFTI0AGSS4GFREL 11 BCESCED
13EFCDTDST7OFERBOE0EDT RS “%R“FFE"\% S850D267545E0F23030
BRITOEOR 1 BOBRZDOSOFQSEDE8RZCET

3Y27472BEE34DUESTFARCATEOE0DEO34C862CE0TZAZADELEDD
H7CTR3CTTEIER38BE285425C4A23D22E83B22DRESETEFDTALFS

CF3Z20ARCOR0C1BDASTAFOLTFROBEZ

C1ABCCOEBROG4RF030F30 1 BEEOBDTOZTRECSOERE2FDYNTE0R0
S772BATZE84AFAFZG1STHED0Z84BGF7O0DOGF 14E418C8EFF40
ABSBLBECFECH17E30A335AB45D0BF

BIT7ARIRCHBAFSCoRESRFFE7IR0E49750BFA0AZTASDCTOCITD
G3FCEECBCCCSAFEZEDBEIGEASASAAFTTIESOEDE4DBEAZEES
FEABAZELSRFAERCABETEDAR4ECEG0CT0R

DEETRABFDESEFTFOSCEDT1AZBECERT3FI3350 %{ﬁ%ixbﬁ"fi?‘ei 83
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SCCOFFR2005AADADAEDSTFIBOG4CECHENBREAR4FRTROSEN
EA3G3BRGAFFFOBOETFERBESDCERER34

FOR_EU 005832789.PDF

(J‘i CIBEZKZE

FOR_EU D05832813 POF D4CRREEDFOSESN8DAMDIOECTANGHTESFEEFA T RB46BHEREG4D
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences reneipl mi > noted dats by the USPTO of the mdicated documents, characterized
by the applicant, and including pags counts, where appiicabis, IF serves as evidenae of receipt similar o a Post Card, as

descnpad in MPER 508

New Applications Under 35 US.C. 111

Hanew asri'ra"c‘-" 1ig bafr‘g fled and the application includes the necassary compoananis {or filing date B3
and MPER 808), a Filing Receipt (37 OFR1.54) wilt be issued in due course and tha dats shown on this ,%\e::knaw aolgernsnt
Raceiptwill e qhb ish tha f:img date of the application
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s
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>
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National Stage of an intermnational Spplication under 38 US.C, 371

H# a tmely submission {o enter the nadional stags of an infernational apphcation is compliant with the conditions of 35 WL

371 and other applicable requirements a Form “\?T,f’“)O.: EQ/S03 indicating acceptance of the application as a nati :“":85 stags
subivission under 35 UL.E.C. 371 will be issuad in addition 1o the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Flled with the USPTO as a Hegelving Qffics

i a new internatlional application s being fHled and the international application includes the necessary componanis for an
nfernational ing date {(see POT Article 11 and MP L»‘* 18103, a Notification of the International Apglication Number and of the
International Filing Date (Form PCT/ROAM0S) will be issuead in due course, subjsct 1o prescriplions concerning nalional security
ardd the date shown on this Ackrowledgement f%w*e;“i‘ will establish the international Hling date of the application,
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10/11/22, 1:00 PM

]

A world-wide collection of designs data; including WIPO Hague registrations and

information from participating offices.

European Designs

005832789-0001 - Mountings (part of -) (Registered and fully published)

(19)

Identification, using the two-letter code according to WIPO Standard ST.3, of the authority publishing or registering

the industrial design
EM

Design number
005832789-0001
(21)

Application number
005832789

(25)

Application language code
en

Second language code
de

(22)

Filing date
2018-11-23
Application reference
BARN_60905_EU-D
(15)

Date of the national registration
2018-11-23
Publication Date
2019-01-24

(57)

Description of the characteristic features of the design(s), or matter for which protection is not sought

Yes

Renewal current status code
Not to be renewed

(18)

Expected expiration date of the registration/renewal

2023-11-23

Current status code
Registered and fully published
Current status date
2019-01-22

(54)

Indication of products

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp

WIPO Global Design Database

202
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10/11/22, 1:00 PM WIPO Global Design Database

¢ en: Mountings (part of -)
s fr; Ferrures (partie de -)
¢ es: Soportes (parte de -)

* de: Triger (Teil von -)

(51)

Class and subclass of the Locarno Classification
08-08

(71)

Name(s) and address(es) of the applicant(s)

ALSTRALIA

(74)
Name and address of representative

AN SEr RTINS FARTNER RATENT- LIND RECHTSAMNALTE Partmarsarneiag

(72)
Name and address of creator of designs

(30)
Data relating to priority claim under the Paris Convention

e 2018-05-23 - 29/648,635 - US -

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp 2/3
203



10/11/22, 1:00 PM WIPO Global Design Database
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Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

1/6

Mountings (part of -)

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

Expiry date

Effective date

Design current status code
Design current status date
Comment

205

08.08

0058327 89-0001
OOLBII7EY

en

23/11/2018

23/11/2018

24/01/2019

Yes

23/11/2023

23/11/2018

Registered and fully published
22/01/2019



o e e § Design number: Exported: 2/6
§\\\\‘§3\\m§§\§5\§ : T N S R 11/10/2022
Owner

Applicant Identifier 966539

Applicant name ANNEX PRODUCTS PTY. LTD.

Applicant legal entity Legal Entity

Applicant nationality code AU

Address 39-41 Mount St.

City Prahan

Postcode 3181

Country code AU

Representative

Representative identifier 42258

Representative's name ROSLER - RASCH - VAN DER HEIDE & PARTNER

PATENT- UND RECHTSANWALTE
PARTNERSCHAFTSGESELLSCHAFT MBB

Applicant legal entity

Representative nationality code DE

Address Bodenseestr. 18
City Munchen
Postcode 81241

Country code DE

Correspondence address
No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority

Priority number Country Date
29/648,635 us 23/05/2018
Publication

206



Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

3/6

Publication identifier Publication section
2019/016 A1

DESIGNER

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Renewals
No entry for the design no

Recordals
No entry for the design no

Representation (views of design)

Date
24/01/2019

203307
Peters, Christopher

203308

Stevens, Craig
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Exported

Design number

11/10/2022
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10/11/22, 12:59 PM

]

A world-wide collection of designs data; including WIPO Hague registrations and

information from participating offices.

European Designs

WIPO Global Design Database

005832813-0001 - Mounting devices (Registered and fully published)

(19)

Identification, using the two-letter code according to WIPO Standard ST.3, of the authority publishing or registering

the industrial design
EM

Design number
005832813-0001

(21)

Application number
005832813

(25)

Application language code
en

Second language code
de

(22)

Filing date
2018-11-23
Application reference
BARN_60906_EU-D
(15)

Date of the national registration
2018-11-23
Publication Date
2019-01-21

(57)

Description of the characteristic features of the design(s), or matter for which protection is not sought

Yes

Renewal current status code
Not to be renewed

(18)

Expected expiration date of the registration/renewal

2023-11-23

Current status code
Registered and fully published
Current status date
2019-01-17

(54)

Indication of products

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp
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10/11/22, 12:59 PM WIPO Global Design Database

* en: Mounting devices
» fr: Dispositifs de montage
¢ es: Dispositivos de montaje

* de: Montagevorrichtungen

(51)

Class and subclass of the Locarno Classification
08-08

(71)

Name(s) and address(es) of the applicant(s)

'

(74)
Name and address of representative

vary der b FARTHER BATENT- LND RECHTSAMMALTE ¢

Name and address of creator of designs
Peters, CF
(30)

Data relating to priority claim under the Paris Convention

e 2018-05-23 - 29/648636 - US -

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp 2/3
212



10/11/22, 12:59 PM WIPO Global Design Database

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp 3/3
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Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

1/6

Mounting devices

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

Expiry date

Effective date

Design current status code
Design current status date
Comment
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214

08.08

Q058328 13-0001

005832813

EM

en
23/11/2018
23/11/2018
21/01/2019
Yes
23/11/2023
23/11/2018

Registered and fully published

17/01/2019



o e e § Design number: Exported: 2/6
§\\\\‘§3\\m§§\§5\§ : T R R S R 11/10/2022
Owner

Applicant Identifier 966539

Applicant name ANNEX PRODUCTS PTY. LTD.

Applicant legal entity Legal Entity

Applicant nationality code AU

Address 39-41 Mount St.

City Prahan

Postcode 3181

Country code AU

Representative

Representative identifier 42258

Representative's name ROSLER - RASCH - VAN DER HEIDE & PARTNER

PATENT- UND RECHTSANWALTE
PARTNERSCHAFTSGESELLSCHAFT MBB

Applicant legal entity

Representative nationality code DE

Address Bodenseestr. 18
City Munchen
Postcode 81241

Country code DE

Correspondence address
No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority

Priority number Country Date
29/648636 us 23/05/2018
Publication

215



Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

3/6

Publication identifier Publication section
2019/013 A1

DESIGNER

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Designer identifier

Designer Address

Renewals
No entry for the design no

Recordals
No entry for the design no

Representation (views of design)

Date
21/01/2019

203307
Peters, Christopher

203313
Ryan, Leigh
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4/6

Exported:
11/10/2022

Design number:

\\\
wrrsrn
P
Yl
e
4 &%
494

Z
Yol

22
Yot

217



5/6

&
T O
O N
T o=
o @
o T
X o=
W -

Design number:

i1
wrrsrn
P
Yl
e
4 &%
494

Z
Yol

22

Yot

218




6/6

Exported

Design number

11/10/2022
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Page 1 of 2

UNITED STATES RO Boax 1480
‘ . A Alexandriz, VA 22313 - 1450
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE KR epto o
APPLICATION # RECEIPT DATE / TIME ATTORNEY DOCKET #
178,37 THI4/2022 012454 PM EY ROK.01808
Title of Invention
CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Application Information
APPLICATION TYPE  Uiility - Nonprovisional Application PATENT # -
under 35 USC 111i{a)
CONFIRMATION # 7153 FILED BY Shine Fu
PATENT CENTER # §1173628 AUTHORIZED BY (urtiss Dosier
CUSTOMER # 20885 FILING DATE  {2/10/202C
CORRESPONDENCE - FIRST NAMED  eff Whitten
ADDRESS INVENTOR
Payment Information
PAYMENT METHOD PAYMENT TRANSACTION ID PAYMENT AUTHORIZED BY
CARD /2584 BI022ADR2E512203 Christing Gray
PRE-AUTHORIZED ACCOUNT PRE-AUTHORIZED CATEGORY
111410 37 OFR 1.18 {(Nationa! application filing, search, and sxamination fees); 37

CFR 147 (Patent application and resxaminalion processing fees)

FEE CODE DESCRIPTION ITEM PRICE($) QUANTITY ITEM TOTAL($)
2251 EXTENSHON FOR RESPONSE 110.00 1 11000

WITHIN FIRET MONTH

2801 REQUEST FOR CONTINUED 880.60 1 880.00
EXAMINATION (ROE) - 187
REQUEST (SEE 37 CFR 1.114)

TOTAL $7H0.00
AMGUNT:
This Acknowladgermant Receipt avidances racaint on the notad date by the USPTO of the indicatad documents, characiarizad

by the applicant, and including page counts, whare appiicabls. It sorves as evidenocs of raceipt similar to a Post Card, as
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Page 2 of 2

described in MPER 533

New Applications Under 35 US.C 1
i a new application is being led and the application inciudas the necessary componeanis Tor Tiing dale (ses 37 OFFR 1.53{b)-{ch
andd MPER 308), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued i due course and the date shown on this Acknowledgement

Receipt will astablish the filing date of the applicalion

National Stage of an inlernational Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
§ a timely submiasion o entar the national stage of an international ap wi cation is compliant with the conditions of 35 UL.8.C.
71 and other applicabie rmui sments a Form PET/DO/EGANS indicating accep » of the application as a national stage

-

submission under 33 UL.8.C. 371 will he ssuad in addition to the Filing Remm‘ in dug course.

Neow Internationsl A;};}iémi%un Fllod with the USPTO as a Recgiving Office

& new international apn 3 s being Hed and the inlemadional applivation includas the necessary components for an
international fiing date (ses PCT Articls 11 a:‘-d MPEP 1510), a Notification of the Infermal -c:-m& Apphoztion Number and of the
Intarnational F ;Ee ng Dads (Form POT/ROM0E) will be issuad in due courss subzeri o prascriptons concaming national security,

5

and the dale shown on this hckmwieﬁgemeni Receipt will astablish the international filing dale of the application.
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]

A world-wide collection of designs data; including WIPO Hague registrations and

information from participating offices.

European Designs

WIPO Global Design Database

005832854-0001 - Charging devices (Registered and fully published)

(19)

Identification, using the two-letter code according to WIPO Standard ST.3, of the authority publishing or registering

the industrial design
EM

Design number
005832854-0001
(21)

Application number
005832854

(25)

Application language code
en

Second language code
de

(22)

Filing date
2018-11-23
Application reference
BARN_60907_EU-D
(15)

Date of the national registration
2018-11-23
Publication Date
2019-03-04

(57)

Description of the characteristic features of the design(s), or matter for which protection is not sought

Yes

Renewal current status code
Not to be renewed

(18)

Expected expiration date of the registration/renewal

2023-11-23

Current status code
Registered and fully published
Current status date
2019-02-28

(54)

Indication of products

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp
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10/11/22, 1:02 PM WIPO Global Design Database

¢ en: Charging devices
» fr: Dispositifs de rechargement
» es: Dispositivos de carga

* de: Ladevorrichtungen

(51)

Class and subclass of the Locarno Classification
13-02

(71)

Name(s) and address(es) of the applicant(s)

'

(74)
Name and address of representative

vary der b FARTHER BATENT- LND RECHTSAMMALTE ¢

Name and address of creator of designs
Peters, CF
(30)

Data relating to priority claim under the Paris Convention

e 2018-05-31 - 29/649629 - US -

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/en/index.jsp 2/3
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Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

1/6

Charging devices

Locarno classification
Domestic classification
Design number
Application number
Registration office code
Application language code
Application date
Registration date
Publication date

Design description

Expiry date

Effective date

Design current status code
Design current status date
Comment

225

13.02

O058325854-0001

005832854

en
23/11/2018

23/11/2018

04/03/2019

Yes

23/11/2023

23/11/2018

Registered and fully published
28/02/2019



o e e § Design number: Exported: 2/6
§\\\\‘§\\\\m§§\§§ LR R E N et 11/10/2022
Owner

Applicant Identifier 966539

Applicant name ANNEX PRODUCTS PTY. LTD.

Applicant legal entity Legal Entity

Applicant nationality code AU

Address 39-41 Mount St.

City Prahan

Postcode 3181

Country code AU

Representative

Representative identifier 42258

Representative's name ROSLER - RASCH - VAN DER HEIDE & PARTNER

PATENT- UND RECHTSANWALTE
PARTNERSCHAFTSGESELLSCHAFT MBB

Applicant legal entity

Representative nationality code DE

Address Bodenseestr. 18
City Munchen
Postcode 81241

Country code DE

Correspondence address
No entry for the design no

Exhibition Priority

No entry for the design no

Priority

Priority number Country Date
29/649629 us 31/05/2018
Publication
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Design number:

Exported:
11/10/2022

3/6

Publication identifier
2019/043

DESIGNER

Designer identifier
Designer Address

Renewals

Publication section Date
A1 04/03/2019

203307
Peters, Christopher

No entry for the design no

Recordals

No entry for the design no

Representation (views of design)
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Exported

Design number

11/10/2022
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6/6

Exported

Design number

11/10/2022
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PTO/SB/26

Doc Code: DIST.E.FILE U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer - Filed Department of Commerce
Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION OVER A

“PRIOR” PATENT

Application Number 17118371
Filing Date 10-Dec-2020
First Named Inventor Jeff Whitten
Attorney Docket Number ROK.019Cé

Title of Invention

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

< Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirement for response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstanding
Office Action

X] This electronic Terminal Disclaimer is not being used for a Joint Research Agreement.

Owner Percent Interest

RokForm IP LLC 100%

The owner(s) with percent interest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the
terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration
date of the full statutory term of prior patent number(s)

10093377

as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so
granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly
owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee, its successors
or assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of the term of any patent granted on the instant
application that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, "as the term of said prior patent
is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer,” in the event that said prior patent later:

- expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee;

- is held unenforceable;

- is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction;

- is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;

- has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate;

- is reissued; or

- is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

@ Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) is included with Electronic Terminal Disclaimer request.
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| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)
required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application.

O

Applicant claims the following fee status:

(® Small Entity
(O Micro Entity

(O Regular Undiscounted

| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am:

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office who is of record in
this application

Registration Number 46670

(O Asoleinventor

O A joint inventor; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all of the inventors as evidenced by the
power of attorney in the application

(O Ajointinventor; all of whom are signing this request

Signat
Ignature /Curtiss C. Dosier/

Name Curtiss C. Dosier

*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner).
Form PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

17118371

Filing Date:

10-Dec-2020

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Filer: Curtiss C. Dosier/Gustavo Lopez
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C6
Filed as Small Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sull)j-s'l'g(tsa\)l in
Basic Filing:
STATUTORY OR TERMINAL DISCLAIMER 2814 1 170 170

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
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Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($)

170
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Doc Code: DISQ.E.FILE
Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer — Approved

Application No.: 17118371
Filing Date: 10-Dec-2020

Applicant/Patent under Reexamination:  Whitten

Electronic Terminal Disclaimer filed on  November 14, 2022

X APPROVED

This patent is subject to a terminal disclaimer

] DISAPPROVED

Approved/Disapproved by: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer automatically approved by EFS-Web

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 47006176
Application Number: 17118371
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7153
Title of Invention: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Jeff Whitten
Customer Number: 20995
Filer: Curtiss C. Dosier/Gustavo Lopez
Filer Authorized By: Curtiss C. Dosier
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C6
Receipt Date: 14-NOV-2022
Filing Date: 10-DEC-2020
Time Stamp: 13:10:52

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $170
RAM confirmation Number E2022ADD10481914
Deposit Account 111410
Authorized User Gustavo Lopez

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
37 CFR 1.16 {National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document . . . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
41259
1 Terminal Disclaimer-Filed (Electronic) eTerminal-Disclaimer.pdf no 2
e932afb3a6687474a24a6b8a004c8295eb0
4571e
Warnings:
Information:
38090
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
4cf11aa71dc86b98fecd 64bb4eb58878158
931cc
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes): 79349

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Application or Docket Number Filing Date
PATENT APPLICgI;gmtEEFF(gE'IF"ES_IE\!I?IglATION RECORD 118,371 121012000 3o be Maied

ENTITY: ([JLARGE M sSMALL [JMICRO

APPLICATION AS FILED - PARTI

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c))
() SEARCH FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(K), (i), or (m)) N/A N/A N/A
(] EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS . *
(37 GFR 1.16(i)) minus 20 = x 350 -
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = x $240 -
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
Déi;“f?gg;‘ SIZE FEE (37 for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
’ fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
(7] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()))
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
— 11/14/2022 ;{E#"EAF'{N'NG gg'g\ﬁgﬁjsw PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total * ! *x _ _
= ., 19 Minus | = 20 -0 x $50 = 0
Z | Independent B : xx B —
g (37 CFF:% 1.16(n)) 3 Minus 3 =0 x $240 - 0
< ] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
[:] FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR
1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD'L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REX?FIE"I:{NG PRNELill\IACl)BLIJESRLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
L | Total * ; *x = =
= | (37CFR1.160) Minus = x $0 =
Q | Independent . : oxn -
E 37 CFF:% 1.16(h) Minus = x $0 =
S | (O Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
< D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR
1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. LIE
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". /POLIN ANG/
*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

/f you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and sefect option 2.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6 7153
20995 7590 07/11/2022 | EXAMINER

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET

FOURTEENTH FLOOR

IRVINE, CA 92614

COLLINS, RAVEN

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER
3735
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE
07/11/2022 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

efiling @knobbe.com
jayna.cartee @knobbe.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

17/118,371 Whitten et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06/22/2022.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)lv] This action is FINAL. 2b) [J This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 16-18,20-26 and 28-33 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 16-18,20-26 and 28-33 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) {J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[J The drawing(s) fledon _____is/are: a)(] accepted or b)) objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)d All b)(J Some** ¢) None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date
2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date I—
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20220701
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 2
Art Unit: 3735

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
1. This action is written in response to the amendment filed 06/22/2022
e (Claims 16, 20, 25 and 26 have been amended and claims 19 and 27 have been
cancelled
e Claims 16-18, 20-26 and 28-33 are presented for examination

e This action is Final

Double Patenting

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or
improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent and to prevent possible
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory double patenting rejection is appropriate where
the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not
patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either
anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg,
140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d
2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van
Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619
(CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may

be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory double patenting
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 3
Art Unit: 3735

provided the reference application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with the
examined application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the
scope of a joint research agreement. See MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §
2146 et seq. for applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions
of the AIA. A terminal disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(b).

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be used.
Please visit www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. The filing date of the application in which the
form is filed determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26, PTO/AIA/25, or
PTO/ATA/26) should be used. A web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may be filled out completely
online using web-screens. An eTerminal Disclaimer that meets all requirements is auto-
processed and approved immediately upon submission. For more information about eTerminal
Disclaimers, refer to www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-1.jsp.
3. Claims 16-18, 20-26 and 28-33 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-12 and 14 of of U.S. Patent No. 10,093,377.
Although the claims at issue are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other

because the following limitations are found in both the issued patent and the current application:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible

non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 4
Art Unit: 3735

surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation; [[and]]

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that
a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,
wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

Appropriate action is required.

Conclusion
4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a).
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this
final action.
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm EST.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using

a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 5
Art Unit: 3735

encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, ANTHONY STASHICK can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is available
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CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application
Nos. 61/585,933, entitled “PHONE CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM,” filed January 12,
2012, and 61/653,618, entiled “CASE MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD
ELECTRONIC DEVICE,” filed May 31, 2012.

[0002] This application hereby incorporates by reference the above-identified
provisional applications in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

I'ield of the Invention

[0003] The invention relates generally to protective cases for handheld electronic
devices.

Description of the Related Art

[0004] Handheld and/ or portable electronic devices (e.g., digital media players,
phones, smartphones, tablet computers, handheld readers, and similar devices) are becoming
important and common tools. These tools are constantly in use, both at home and on the go.

[0005] However, with this frequency and varicty of usc comes the problem of
proper protection. Without proper protection, a device may become damaged due to being
dropped or by falling from an unsecured position. This damage may be permanent and cause
loss of data or information and high replacement costs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] In at least one embodiment, the present application relates to a protective
system for a handheld electronic device that overcomes the shortcomings of the prior art
noted above.

[0007] In some embodiments, a protective system for a handheld electronic
device is disclosed. The protection system comprises a shell comprised of a rear wall, a
plurality of wall surfaces arranged to enclose a plurality of peripheral edges of a handheld
electronic device, and an outer surface. The rear wall further defines an attachment region

designed to receive an interlocking member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-

1-
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slip member. The attachment region comprises a first open space, an inner interlocking
surface and an outer interlocking surtace, both the interlocking surtaces surrounding the first
open space, the inner interlocking surface being located above the plane of the outer surface
of the rear wall and wherein the inner and outer interlocking surfaces are radially offset to
provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plate having a plurality
of engaging members generally located at right angles, the engaging members being
configured to interact with the inner and outer interlocking surfaces such that in an
interlocked position each of the engaging members is disposed within the interlocking area.
The interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
compriscs a sccond open space and a reeessed surface formed by the disposition of a small
diameter opening within a larger diameter opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-
slip material shaped to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a
circumferential groove dividing the non-slip member into a gripping surface and an interior
surface, the interior surface having a greater diameter than the gripping surface, the groove in
the non-slip member engaging with the recessed surface (o attach the non-slip member to the
shell. The non-slip member further comprises an indentation on the interior surface designed
to incorporate a magnet.

[0008] 1. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space, a first interlocking surface and a second interlocking surface.
Both of the first and second interlocking surfaces surrounding at least a portion of the first
open space. The first and second interlocking surfaces are located behind the inner surface of
the rear wall with the first interlocking surface being located substantially in a first plane and
the second interlocking surface having at least a portion that extends substantially
perpendicular to the first planc. The first interlocking surface is circumferentially offset from

at least a portion of the second interlocking surface to provide an interlocking area. The

252



WO 2013/106849 PCT/US2013/021474

interlocking member comprises a plate portion having at {east one engagement member that,
in use, is passed through the first open space and disposed within the interlocking area to
achieve an interlocked position between the interlocking member and the shell. The
interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space. The non-slip member has a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell. The non-slip
member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces the
associated handheld electronic device. A magnet is received within the indentation of the
non-slip member.

[0009] 2. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of the handheld electronic device.

[0010] 3. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the non-slip member is disposed
outwardly of the outermost portion of the outer surface of the rear wall of the shell.

[0011] 4. 'The system of paragraph 1, wherein the mounting base further
comprises an adhesive layer that, in use, attaches to a mounting surface via adhesion.

[0012] 5. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the interlocked position is achieved
by rotation of the interlocking member within the attachment region.

[0013] 6. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space and a plurality of interlocking surface portions, and cach of the
interlocking surface portions including a retaining surface and a stop surface that cooperate to
provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plurality of engaging
members, each of which are configured to interact with one of the plurality of interlocking

surface portions such that, in an interlocked position, each of the plurality of engaging
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members is disposed within one of the plurality of interlocking areas. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member (o (he shell.

[0014] 7. The system of paragraph 6, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of a handheld electronic device.

[0015] 8. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising a magnet disposed
within the non-slip member.

[0016] 9. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising at least one mounting
base attached to the interlocking member.

[0017] 10. The system of paragraph 9, wherein the mounting base comprises an
adhesive layer that allows the mounting base to be affixed to a surface through adhesion.

[0018] 11. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, which includes a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending in a first
direction from the rear wall, wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral
edges of an associated handheld clectronic device. The rear wall comprises a first surface
facing in the first direction and a second surface facing in a second direction opposite the first
direction. The rear wall comprises an opening extending through the second surface. The
opening defines at least one shell interlock surface. The system also includes a mount having
at least one mount interlock surface, wherein, in use, a portion of the mount is passed through
the opening of the shell and the at least one shell interlock surface is engaged with the at least
one mount interlock surface to selectively couple the shell to the mount.

[0019] 12. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount comprises
an adhesive layer that permits the mount to be secured to a surface via adhesion.

[0020] 13. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount is a bike
mount that, in use, is mounted to a component of a bicycle.

[0021] 14. The protection system of paragraph 13, wherein the bike mount

comprises a cap portion that, in use, is secured (o a steerer tube of the bicycle.
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[0022] 15. The protection system of paragraph 14, further comprising an arm
portion that extends between the cap portion and the at least one mount interlock surface,

wherein the arm portion is rotatably adjustable relative to the cap portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention
will now be described in connection with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, in
reference to the accompanying drawings. The illustrated embodiments, however, are merely
examples and are not intended to limit the invention.

[0024] FFIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of protective system
for a handheld electronic device according to a preferred embodiment of the invention;

[0025] FIG. 2 is a view of the interior rear surface of a shell of the protective
system;

[0026] FIG. 3 is a view of the exterior rear surface of a shell of the protective
system;

[0027] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a shell of the protective system;

[0028] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a lower shell of the protective system;

[0029] FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a
mounting member;

[0030] FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a
non-slip member;

[0031] FIG. 8A is a perspective view of a non-slip member;

[0032] FIG. 8B is a second perspective view of a non-slip member;

[0033] FIG. 8C is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of a non-slip
member containing a rare-earth magnet and a magnet cover piece;

[0034] FIG. 9A is a perspective view of a first side of an interlocking member;

[0035] FIG. 9B is a second perspective view of a second side of the interlocking
member;

[0036] FIG. 9C is a perspective view of a mounting base; and

[0037] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an asscmbled mounting member.
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[0038] FIG. 11 is perspective view of the protective system secured to a bicycle
mount.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0039] The [ollowing detailed description is directed (o certain specilic
embodiments of the invention. However, the invention may be embodied in a multitude of
different ways as defined and covered by the claims.

[0040] Embodiments of the invention can provide the features of a protection
system for a portable or handheld electronic device (hereinafter “handheld electronic
device”).  Some embodiments of the invention desirably may incorporatc an attachment
region for attaching a removable mounting member preferably able to support the handheld
electronic device within the protection system and affix to a variety of surfaces. Other
embodiments of the invention may also incorporate an anti-slip surface wherein a magnet is
disposed for attachment of the device (o magnelic surfaces and slip prevention.

[0041] A preferred embodiment of the present invention comprises a shell for
rigidly securing and protecting a handheld electronic device. In a preferred embodiment, the
shell may be in multiple pieces for ease of assembly around a handheld electronic device.
The upper picce of the shell preferably provides an attachment region for a removable
mounting member that can attach to various solid surfaces, such as but not limited to a desk,
vehicle dashboard, mirror, etc. The shell preferably also incorporates an anti-slip insert in
which a magnet is disposed, allowing for magnetic adherence to surfaces without interfering
with the anti-slip benefit provided by the anti-slip insert. The shell preferably is formed using
a material (hat is generally rigid and lightweight, such as but not limited to an injection
molded polycarbonate or other suitable plastic material(s). Preferably, the shell comprises
rigid sidewalls that surround an entirety or portions of the peripheral edges of the device.
The sidewalls preferably are arranged to protect the device by absorbing incidental shock
forces and/or inhibiting or preventing direct contact between the device and another object.
The sidewalls also desirably contain various openings to allow access to the control buttons,
inputs, and outputs of the handheld electronic device. The rear surface of the shell is

preferably further designed with various openings to allow additional access to features of the
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handheld clectronic device that may be located on the rear of the device (such as a camera) or
to reduce the weight of the shell.

[0042] FIG. 1 depicts a preferred embodiment having certain features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention. In FIG.1, protection system 100 may include more,
fewer or different components than those shown. Protection system 100 includes a body or
shell that, in the illustrated arrangement, is comprised of an upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104. Protection system 100 is shown in two pieces to facilitate installation of the
protection system 100 on a handheld electronic device. Lower shell piece 104 is designed, in
one embodiment, to fit together with upper shell piece 102 preferably using an interlocking or
tab / slot attachment. However, in other arrangements, the upper shell piecce 102 and lower
shell piece 104 could be secured together with other arrangements (e.g., mechanical fasteners,
such as screws) or could be portions of a unitary or single-piece shell in which installation of
the electronic device is accomplished through another method, such as by deformation of the
side walls or other portions of the shell (o pass over the electronic device, Thus, references to
the upper shell piece 102 or lower shell piece 104 herein are also intended to refer to the
entire shell of an integrated or unitary shell arrangement.

[0043] Upper shell piece 102 preferably includes an attachment region 106 for
attaching mounting member 108. The attachment region 106 contains an engagcment
structure that allows the upper shell picce 102 and, thus, the protection system 100 to be
releasably attached the mounting member 108. A preferred engagement structure is
described in greater detail below. As shown in FIG. 1 and FIGS. 9A-C, mounting member
108 may be comprised of an interlocking member 902 and at least one mounting base 904.
As described further below and shown in Figure 6, the mounting member 108 can also
include one or more optional spacers, which could be similar or identical to the mounting
base 904. Upper shell piece 102 also preferably includes a non-slip region 110, which
includes a non-slip arrangement that enhances frictional engagement of protection system
100 with a surface on which the protection system 100 may be placed. In the illustrated
arrangement, the non-slip region 110 incorporates an opening or cavity in the protection
system 100 (e.g., the upper shell piece 102) into which non-slip member 112 may be inserted.

As depicted more clearly in FIG. 8C, non-slip member 112 may also preferably comprise a
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rare carth magnet 802 in order to removably attach the handheld electronic device contained
within protection system 10} to a magnetic surface.

[0044] FIG. 1 further depicts a preferred embodiment of the invention further
comprising a lanyard 140, which may altach o protection system 100 (o facilitate easy
carrying and transport of a handheld electronic device. For example, the lanyard 140 can be
looped through openings 142 and 144 on the upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104,
respectively. Additional accessories, not shown in FIG. 1, may be used with protection
system 100. For example, one accessory that may be used with protection system 100
includes a bike mount, one embodiment of which is shown in Figure 11. Another accessory
that may be used with protection system 100 includes a tripod (not shown), which can
support the protection system 100 and associated electronic device in a suitable position (e.g.,
portrait or landscape) preferably at an elevated position relative to a surface on which the
tripod rest to take photographs or video. The accessory can be coupled to the protection
system 100 via an interlocking arrangement the same as or similar to the mounting member
108 or via other suitable arrangements, such as the same as or similar to the lanyard 140
arrangement. In addition to the lanyard 140, bike mount and tripod, other types of
accessories can also be provided, such as adjustable or non-adjustable stands, mounting or
securing clip arrangements, etc.

[0045] As shown in FIGS. 1-4, the assembled upper shell picce 102 and lower
shell piece 104 of the protection system 100 together define an interior region or space in
which a handheld electronic device may be enclosed. Each of the upper shell piece 102 and
the lower shell piece 104 has a rear wall portion 200 that defines an interior rear surface 202
positioned adjacent the back surface of an electronic device placed in the protection system
100. The upper shell piece 102 and the lower shell piece 104 also include at least one or a
plurality of enclosing edges to surround the sides of a handheld electronic device and provide
protection for the handheld electronic device. In the illustrated arrangement, the enclosing
edges are defined by a sidewall portion 150 that extends from the rear wall portion 200. The
illustrated sidewall portion 150 extends along an entire periphery of the rear wall portion 200.
As described above, however, the sidewall portion 150 is not necessarily solid or continuous,

but can include one or more openings configured to allow access to controls or other
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components or features of the handheld electronic device, or simply to reduce weight. In
alternative arrangements, the sidewall portion 150 can be constructed of one or several
distinct sidewall portions, such as four corner portions, for example. A forward wall portion
is spaced from the rear wall portion 200 by the sidewall portion 150. The forward wall
portion defines a forward interior surface that is positioned adjacent a forward surface of the
handheld electronic device placed in the protection system 100. In the illustrated
arrangement, the forward wall portion is defined by a lip 152 that extends in an inward
direction from the sidewall portion 150. Preferably, the lip 152 extends around the entire
periphery of the rear wall portion 200. However, in other arrangements, the lip 152 can
extend only around a portion of the periphery, which can be the same portion or a different
portion than the portion surrounded by the sidewall portion 150. As discussed above, the
upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104 can be unitarily-formed. Accordingly, the
sidewall portion 150 and/or lip 152 could be unitary, as well.

[0046] As more clearly illustrated in FIG. 2, upper shell piece 102 also prelerably
includes an attachment region 106. The illustrated attachment region 106 defines an opening
160 in the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102. As described above, attachment
region 106 is configured to allow attachment of mounting member 108 through an
interlocking attachment that selectively secures the shell 102 to the mounting member 108 an
inhibits or prevents removal in at least onc direction. As pictured, attachment region 106
comprises at least one tab 162, each of which preferably defines two interlocking surfaces,
116 and 126. In the illustrated arrangement, the attachment region 106 includes four tabs
162; however, other numbers of tabs 162 could also be provided, such as two, three, five, six
or more tabs 162. Interlocking surface 116 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202
of upper shell piece 102, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed within a different plane
than that defined by interlocking surface 116. Preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is
perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interlocking surface 126. Preferably, the
interlocking surface 116 is perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interior rear
surface 202. The plane of interlocking surface 126 preferably is offset or disposed “below”
the planc defined by the interior rear surface 2()2 or towards the outer rear surface of upper

shell piece 102. In addition, preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is offset from at least a
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portion of the interlocking surface 126 in a circumferential direction to provide a space 164 in
which a portion (e.g., tab 912) of the interlocking member 902 may be inserted. The opening
160 preferably also includes at least one access space 166 located beside or circumferentially
offset from the at least one tab 162. Preferably, the number of access spaces 166 corresponds
to the number of tabs 162. In the illustrated arrangement, four access spaces 166 are
provided; however, the number of access spaces 166 can vary in the same manner as the
number of tabs 162. Each of the tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 can be inserted
through one of the access spaces 166 and then turned to enter the space 164 and rest against
the interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 to form an attachment with upper shell piece 102.
Preferably, the access opening 166 is located on an opposite side of the interlocking surface
126 from the interlocking surface 116. In the illustrated arrangement, a circumferential
dimension of the access opening 166 is smaller than a circumferential dimension of the tab
162 and can be approximately one-half of the circumferential dimension of the tab 162. The
circumferential dimension of the space 164 is less than the circumferential dimension of the
tab 162 and can be approximately one-half of the circumferential dimension of the tab 162.
In the illustrated arrangement, the interlocking surface 116 is defined by a rib 168 that
extends at least partially, and preferably entirely, around the opening 160. Preferably, the
opening 160 passes completely through the upper shell piece 102 such that the surface of the
associated electronic device is exposed through the opening 160. Such an arrangement
advantagcously minimizes the overall thickness of the protection system 100, while still
providing the desired interlocking mount functionality. In an alternative arrangement,
however, a rear wall portion can be provided to define a closed internal end of the opening
160, such that the rear wall portion is positioned in between the interlocking mount and the
associated electronic device. Such an arrangement may increase the overall thickness of the
protection system 100, but can also provide increased protection to the associated electronic
device.

[0047] The interior rear surface 202 preferably also includes a non-slip region 110
within which a non-slip arrangement can be provided. For example, a non-slip member 112
may be inserted within the non-slip region 110 of the protective device 100. As shown, non-

slip region 110 is comprised of a smaller opening 120 disposed within a larger opening 130.
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In the illustrated arrangement, the smaller opening 120 extends completely through the rear
wall portion 200 and the larger opening 130 extends partially through the rear wall portion
200 from the interior rear surface 202. The recessed surface formed by the disposition of
smaller opening 120 within larger opening 130 forms an interference surface to retain non-
slip member 112 within the non-slip region 110. FIG. 2 shows one orientation of attachment
region 106 and non-slip region 110, though other embodiments may include different
orientations. A number of additional open spaces (generally 170) may be provided in the
interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 for any of a number of reasons, including
providing access to rear-mounted features of a handheld electronic device such as a camera,
microphone, or speaker, or to reduce the weight of the protection system 100. Upper shell
piece 102 may further comprise one or more of recesses 204 configured to accommodate one
or more tabs 206 to facilitate attachment and retention of lower shell piece 104 to upper shell
piece 102 to provide further protection for a handheld electronic device. In the illustrated
arrangement, a pair of recesses 204 are located on the rear wall portion 200 of the upper shell
piece 102 and a pair of tabs 206 are located on the rear wall portion 200 of the lower shell
piece 104. However, in other arrangements, the recesses 204 and tabs 206 could be located
elsewhere (e.g., sidewall 150 or front wall/lip 152) and/or could be provided in different
numbers. In addition, the arrangement could be reversed such that the tabs 206 are provided
on the upper shell piece 102 and the recesses 204 are provided on the lower shell piece 104.
[0048] One embodiment of the exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102
is pictured in FIG. 3. The attachment region 106 as viewed from the rear of upper shell piece
102 is preferably disposed above or outwardly of the plane defined by at least a portion of the
exterior rear surface 302, which can be a peripheral portion. In a preferred embodiment, the
attachment region 106 has an opening 160 defined by a plurality of equally spaced radial
lobes or tabs 162 designed to correspond with the tabs 912 of an interlocking member 902,
more clearly viewed in FIGS. 9A and 9B. Mounting member 108 attaches to the exterior rear
surface 302 side of the rear wall portion 200 of the upper shell piece 102 of protection system
100 preferably via an interlocking attachment. Once inserted, the tabs 912 of the interlocking
member 902 may then rotate until further rotation is prevented by the interlocking surface

116, as seen in FIG. 2. After rotation, the tabs of interlocking member 902 will preferably be
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located adjacent to the interior side of interlocking surface 126 and against the edge of
interlocking surface 116, forming an interlocking connection which preferably attaches
mounting member 108 to the upper shell piece 102 of protection system 100.

[0049] Preferably, non-slip region 110 will also be disposed above the plane
defined by exterior rear surlace 302, as seen in FIG. 3. In the illustrated arrangement, when
inserted, the non-slip member 112 will protrude outwardly as far as or further than any other
rearward surface portion of the protection system 100 such that the non-slip member 112 will
contact a surface upon which the protection system 100 is placed (assuming the surface is
relatively flat or otherwise appropriately shaped) to accomplish a non-slip function.
Therefore, when non-slip member 112 is disposed within non-slip region 110, the non-slip
surface will extend beyond at least the plane of exterior rear surface 302 to grip a surface and
provide a non-slip feature.

[0050] A perspective view of a preferred embodiment of upper shell piece 102 is
pictured in FIG. 4. In this view, the different surfaces of attachment region 106 are more
clearly visible. As described above with respect to FIG. 2, interlocking surface 116 is
disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 relative to the
interlocking surface 126, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed “below” the plane
defined by interlocking surface 116, or towards the outer rear surface of upper shell piece
102. As is more clecarly scen in FIG. 4, the interlocking surface 116 is circumicrentially
offset from the access opening 166 to provide the space 164 in which an interlocking member
902 may be inserted and then turned to form an attachment with upper shell piece 102. The
rotation of the interlocking member 902 within attachment region 106 forms an interlocking
connection with the upper shell piece 102. This interlocking connection is defined by the
tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 passing without obstruction into the defined areas
(e.g., access openings 166) of attachment region 106 and then rotating against the interior
surface of interlocking surface 126 until the tabs of interlocking member 902 are prevented
from further rotation by encountering the interlocking surface 116. After rotation, the
interior-facing surfaces of the interlocking member 902 and the interlocking surface 116

preferably will be substantially within the same plane.

-12-

262



WO 2013/106849 PCT/US2013/021474

[0051] FIG. 4 also more clearly depicts a preferred embodiment of the non-slip
region 110 and openings 120 and 130. The smaller opening 120 is disposed within the larger
opening 130. A small lip or ridge 180 is formed by the overlap of the two openings because
the larger opening 130 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece
102. Preferably, this lip or ridge 180 is disposed beneath the plane of the interior rear surface
202. The flexible non-slip member 112, such as that described in greater detail below with
regard to FIGS. 8A-C, may be disposed within the non-slip region 110. An interior portion
of the non-slip member 112 preferably has a greater diameter than the smaller opening 120
but also has a diameter sized to fit within larger opening 130. When inserted into the non-
slip region 110, the larger diameter of the interior surface prevents the non-slip member 112
from falling out of the non-slip region 110. The smaller diameter of opening 120 will
substantially prevent the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110.
The opening 120 defined by the non-slip region 110 will therefore allow a portion of the non-
slip member 112 (o contact a surface. The inclusion of the non-slip member 112 into
protection system 100 provides non-slip properties and benefits to the protection system 100,
such as preventing a handheld electronic device within the protection system from sliding off
a smooth surface such as a desk or counter. The non-slip member 112 can include a
peripheral recess 182 that is configured to receive the lip 180 to more securely hold the non-
slip member 112 within the opening 120.

[0052] Lower shell piece 104 is shown in FIG. 5. In a preferred embodiment,
lower shell piece 104 comprises an interior surface and side surfaces that surround the lower
sides of a handheld electronic device to provide additional protection. Lower shell piece 104
preferably joins with upper shell piece 102 to provide protection around the sides and back of
a handheld electronic device. The lower shell piece 104 can contain one or more openings to
allow access to controls and ports on the handheld electronic device, such as a headphone
jack or microphone jack. Furthermore, lower shell piece 104 also preferably contains an
opening 190 to allow access to the charging area and/or microphone and speakers on the
handheld clectronic device such that the handheld clectronic device does not need to be
removed from protection system 102 in order to charge the device. FIG. 5 depicts only a

preferred embodiment of the invention and other openings not shown may be included.
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[0053] FIG. 6 illustrates a cross section of upper shell piece 102 and mounting
member 108. In this figure, mounting member 108 is affixed to upper shell piece 102 in a
preferred embodiment. As shown in this figure, the mounting member 108 is affixed to the
rear surface of upper shell piece 102 within alttachment region 106. Mounting member 108
extends out from the rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102 such that protection system
100 may be mounted on a solid surface without being flush against the solid surface. The
mounting member 108 depicted in the preferred embodiment is composed of two mounting
pieces (e.g., mounting bases 904) joined together, along with an interlocking member 902.
Mounting member 108 may be composed of greater or fewer mounting pieces joined
together, depending on how far a user desires to mount the handheld clectronic device from a
solid surface. The interlocking member 902 of the mounting member 108 is joined to the
interlocking member 902 preferably via a screw 906, but other forms of attachment may be
used.  The mounting bases 904 can be joined together by any suitable arrangement (e.g.,
snap-fit or mechanical fasteners) or the screw 906 could also hold the mounting bases 904
together in addition to securing the interlocking member 902 to the mounting base(s). If
desired, an optional adhesive layer 908 can be provided on the rearward surface of the
mounting member 108 to allow the mounting member 108 to be adhesively coupled to a
desired surface.

[0054] A cross-scectional view of a preferred embodiment of protection system
100 containing non-slip member 112 is shown in IIG. 7. In the preferred embodiment
shown, the non-slip surface of non-slip member 112 extends in a rearward direction at least
as far and, preferably, beyond any other portion of exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell
piece 102 (and lower shell piece 104) in order to provide a gripping surface to prevent a
handheld electronic device from slipping on a solid surface. The non-slip member 112 also
preferably contains a magnetic member, such as a rare-earth magnet 802, as further described
below in regards to FIG. 8C. The magnet 802 is positioned or embedded within non-slip
member 112 in order to provide a means of attaching protection system 100 to a magnetic
surface without impacting the non-slip bencfits provided by non-slip member 112 or

scratching the surface.
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[0055] One preferred embodiment of a non-slip member 112 is shown in FIGS.
8A, 8B, and 8C. The non-slip member 112 is composed of a gripping outer surface shown in
FIG. 8B and an interior-facing surface, as shown in FIG. 8A. This figure depicts a generally
round or cylindrical indentation 192 into which a rare-earth magnel or other magnetic
material may be placed without interfering with the non-slip benefits provided by non-slip
member 112.

[0056] FIG. 8B depicts the exterior-facing surface of non-slip member 112. This
figure more clearly illustrates the larger diameter of the interior-facing surface of non-slip
member 112 versus the exterior-facing surface. These surfaces are separated by the groove or
recess 182, which interacts with the smaller opening 120 in upper shell piece 102, as
discussed above with regard to FIG. 4. As discussed above, the larger diameter of the interior
surface prevents the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110 because
of interference between the larger diameter of the interior surface of non-slip member 112
and the smaller diameter of opening 120. The exterior surface of non-slip member 112
preferably has a ridged or roughened surface features in order to provide a better gripping
surface and prevent the protection system from slipping on a solid surface. The exterior
surface may also comprise different logos or other surface textures as desired.

[0057] The inclusion of rarc-carth magnet 802 into non-slip member 112 is shown
in FIG. 8C. This figure illustrates that the rare-earth magnet is preferably inserted into the
indentation 192 on the interior surface of non-slip member 112. An optional cover piece 804
preferably made of the same material as non-slip member 112 can be placed on the interior-
[acing side of the rare-earth magnet 802 (o provide a buffer between the magnet and the
handheld electronic device within protection system 100.

[0058] FIGS. 9A-C illustrate one embodiment of the different components of
mounting member 108. As shown in FIG. 9A, interlocking member 902 has a plurality of
engaging members 912 located preferably at 90 degree intervals around the circumference of
the interlocking member 902. This surface of interlocking member 902 may also display a
logo or other information.

[0059] The connecting surface of interlocking member 902 is shown in FIG. 9B.

Interlocking member 902 is attached to at least one mounting base 904, shown in FIG. 9C,
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preferably via a screw 906 (Figure 6) received within a boss 920 of the interlocking member
902. However, other means of attachment may be used to connect the interlocking member
902 to at least one mounting base 904. Preferably, the interlocking member 902 and the
mounting base 904 include complementary interference features that locate the interlocking
member 902 and mounting base 904 relative o one another in a rotational direction and
inhibit or prevent the relative rotation of the interlocking member 902 and the mounting base
904. In the illustrated arrangement, the interference features include a projection 922 and a
recess 924, which are generally rectangular in shape but could be other suitable shapes, as
well. The projection 922 is positioned on the interlocking member 902 and the recess 924 is
located on thc mounting base 904; however, these positions could be reversed. The
projection 922 and recess 924 locate the interlocking member 902 such that the engaging
members or tabs 912 are located in a desirable position relative to corresponding projections
or feet 926 on the surface of the mounting base 904 that faces the interlocking member 902.
The feet 926 are circumferentially offset [rom the tabs 912 and contact the tabs 162 of the
upper shell piece 102 to provide a stop surface to the rotation of the upper shell piece 102 at a
properly aligned position relative to the mounting member 108 when assembled thereto. The
illustrated arrangement includes the same number of feet 926 as tabs 912; however, a lesser
number of feet 926 could also be used. The circumferential dimension of the feet 926 can be
configured such that the feet 926 contact an edge of the access opening 166 to provide some
amount of resistance to rotation of the upper shell picce 102 in a directing tending to remove
the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108 thereby inhibiting unintentional
disconnection of the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108. If desired, active
locks could also be provided to prevent unintentional disconnection of the upper shell piece
102 from the mounting member 108.

[0060] FIG. 10 depicts one embodiment of an assembled mounting member 108
preferably comprised of two mounting bases 904 and an interlocking member 902. In other
embodiments, mounting member 108 may be further comprised of additional mounting bases
904 or a spacer, not shown, between the mounting bases.

[0061] The side of interlocking member 902 shown in FFIGS. 9A and 10 is

inserted into the attachment region 106 formed by interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 by
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aligning the tabs or engaging members 912 of interlocking member 902 with the access
openings 166 in the attachment region 106, as seen in I'IG5. 2. Preferably rotating or twisting
mounting member 108 in a clockwise direction results in the tabs or engaging members 912
of interlocking member 902 rotating behind or inside of interlocking surface 126 until further
rolational movement is stopped by interaction with interlocking surface 116. This rotational
movement of interlocking member 902 results in the rigid yet removable attachment of
mounting member 108 to protection system 100. Similarly, rotation or twisting of
interlocking member 902 in the opposite direction allows for removal of mounting member
108.

[0062] Attachment or detachment of protection system 100 from the mounting
member 108 occurs either through rotation of mounting member 108 (resulting in rotation of
interlocking member 902) or through rotation of the handheld electronic device within the
protection system 100, as when the mounting member 108 is securely attached to another
surface.

[0063] With reference to Figure 11, one accessory that may be used with
protection system 100 includes a bike mount 1100. The illustrated bike mount 1100 may be
mounted on or as a replacement of the top cap of a bicycle steering stem arrangement,
preferably using screw 1120. In particular, the bike mount piece 1110 preferably replaces the
top cap of a standard bicycle stcering headsct system and rests on the upper surface of the
front fork steerer tube or steering stem spacer. As is known, the top cap is utilized to adjust
a preload of the bearings in the bicycle steering headset system. Once the steering stem is
clamped to the steerer tube, the top cap is no longer providing any function. The present bike
mount 1100 can replace the standard top cap. Preferably, the mount piece 1110 is adjustable
(e.g., rotatable) with respect to the bike mount attachment piece 1130. In particular, in the
illustrated arrangement, the bike mount attachment piece 1130 includes an arm portion that
extends from the mount piece 1110. The arm portion is rotatably coupled to the mount piece
1110 by a pivot assembly. The bike mount attachment piece 1130 may attach to the upper
shell picce 102 using the interlocking mounting arrangement discussed above.

[0064] Although this application discloses certain preferred embodiments and

examples, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the present inventions extend
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beyond the specifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative embodiments and/or uses
of the invention and obvious modifications and equivalents thereof. Further, the various
features of these inventions can be used alone, or in combination with other features of these
inventions other than as expressly described above. While the disclosed embodiments are
primarily directed to a protection system for a handheld electronic device, aspects of the
invention may be used in connection with other types of protection systems. Thus, it is
intended that the scope of the present inventions herein disclosed should not be limited by the
particular disclosed embodiments described above, but should be determined only by a fair

reading of the claims that follow.
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WHAT 1S C1L.AIMED 1S:

1. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device;

wherein the rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer surface,
the rear wall defining an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member;

the attachment region comprising a first open space, a first interlocking
surface and a sccond interlocking surface, both of the first and sccond interlocking
surfaces surrounding at least a portion of the first open space, the first and second
interlocking surfaces being located behind the inner surface of the rear wall, the first
interlocking surface being located substantially in a first plane and the second
interlocking surface having at least a portion that extends substantially perpendicular
to the first plane, and wherein the first interlocking surface is circumf{erentially offset
from at least a portion of the second interlocking surface to provide an interlocking
area;

the interlocking member comprising a plate portion having at least one
engagement member that, in use, is passed through the first open space and disposed
within the interlocking arca to achicve an interlocked position between the
interlocking member and the shell;

wherein the interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting
base;

wherein the non-slip region comprises a second open space and a recessed
surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;

wherein the non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell;

wherein the non-slip member further comprises an indentation within an

interior surface that, in use, faces the associated handheld electronic device; and
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a magnet received within the indentation of the non-slip member.

2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the shell further comprises at least one access
opening that allows access to control features of the handheld electronic device.

3. The system of Claim 1, wherein the non-slip member is disposed outwardly of
the outermost portion of the outer surface of the rear wall of the shell.

4. The system of Claim 1, wherein the mounting base further comprises an
adhesive layer that, in use, attaches to a mounting surface via adhesion.

5. The system of Claim 1, wherein the interlocked position is achieved by
rotation of the interlocking member within the attachment region.

6. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device;

wherein the rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer surface,
the rear wall defining an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member;

wherein the attachment region comprises a first open space and a plurality of
interlocking surface portions, each of the interlocking surface portions including a
retaining surface and a stop surface that cooperate to provide an interlocking area;

wherein the interlocking member comprises a plurality of engaging members,
each of the engaging members being configured to interact with one of the plurality of
interlocking surface portions such that, in an interlocked position, each of the plurality
of engaging members is disposed within one of the plurality of interlocking areas;

wherein the non-slip region comprises a second open space and a recessed
surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening; and
wherein the non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell.
7. The system of Claim 6, wherein the shell further comprises at least one access

opening that allows access to control features of a handheld electronic device.
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8. The system of Claim 6, further comprising a magnet disposed within the non-
slip member.

9. The system of Claim 6, further comprising at least one mounting base attached
to the interlocking member.

10.  The system of Claim 9, wherein the mounting base comprises an adhesive
layer that allows the mounting base to be affixed to a surface through adhesion.

11. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending in a first direction
from the rear wall, wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral
edges of an associated handheld clectronic device, the rear wall comprising a first
surface facing in the first direction and a second surface facing in a second direction
opposite the first direction;

wherein the rear wall comprises an opening extending through the second
surface, the opening defining at least one shell interlock surface;

a mount having at least one mount interlock surface, wherein, in use, a portion
of the mount is passed through the opening of the shell and the at least one shell
interlock surface is engaged with the at least one mount interlock surface to
selectively couple the shell to the mount.

12. The protection system of Claim 11, wherein the mount comprises an adhesive
layer that permits the mount to be secured to a surface via adhesion.

13.  The protection system of Claim 11, wherein the mount is a bike mount that, in
use, is mounted to a component of a bicycle.

14.  The protection system of Claim 13, wherein the bike mount comprises a cap
portion that, in use, is secured to a steerer tube of the bicycle.

15. The protection system of Claim 14, further comprising an arm portion that
extends between the cap portion and the at least one mount interlock surface, wherein the arm

portion is rotatably adjustable relative to the cap portion.
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ROK.019C6

PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor: Jeff Whitten

Conf. No.: 7153

App. No.: 17/118,371

Filed: December 10, 2020

Examiner: Raven Collins

Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED MARCH 25, 2022

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

In response to the Office Action dated March 25, 2022 in the above-referenced application,

Applicant respectfully submits the following amendments and remarks for consideration:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2

of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper.
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Application No.: 17/118,371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1-15. (Canceled)
16. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation; [[and]]

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that
a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,

wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

17. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece
adjacent an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the
electronic device.

18. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible non-slip member.

19. (Canceled)

20. (Currently Amended) The case of Claim [[19]]16, wherein the open space of the
non-slip region is at least partially defined by a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening.

21. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 20, wherein the flexible non-slip member
contains a peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible non-slip

member to the case.
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Application No.: 17/118,371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

22. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip member
comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case
with a surface on which the case is placed.

23. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 22, wherein the frictional gripping exterior
surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

24. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 16, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth
magnet.

25. (Currently Amended) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member constructed of a non-slip material, the non-slip region defining a portion
of an exterior surface of the rear portion of the case having an area that is less than the
entire area of the rear portion of the case such that another portion of the exterior surface
of the rear portion of the case is outside of the non-slip region;

a magnet carried by the case, wherein the magnet is concealed from the exterior
surface of the rear portion of the case; and

wherein the non-slip region further comprises an open space defined by the case,

wherein the non-slip member is shaped to fit within the open space.

26. (Currently Amended) The case of Claim 25, wherein the non-slip region further
comprises an-epen-spaece-and a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a
larger opening.

27. (Canceled)

28. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 27, wherein the flexible non-slip member
contains a peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible non-slip

member to the case.
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Filing Date: December 10, 2020

29. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 25, further comprising a cover piece
adjacent an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the
electronic device.

30. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 29, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible non-slip member.

31. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 25, wherein the flexible non-slip member
comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case
with a surface on which the case is placed.

32. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 31, wherein the frictional gripping exterior
surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

33. (Previously Presented) The case of Claim 25, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth

magnet.
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REMARKS
In response to the Office Action dated March 25, 2022, Applicant respectfully requests the
Examiner reconsider the above-captioned application in view of the foregoing amendments and
the following remarks. Claims 16-33 were pending in the application. By this amendment, Claims
16, 20, 25, and 26 are amended and Claims 19 and 27 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer.
No new matter has been added. Claims 16-18, 20-26, and 28-33 are therefore pending for

consideration.

Allowable Subject Matter
Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that Claims 19-21, 23, 26-28, and 32 would

be allowable if rewritten in independent form and to include all the limitations of the base claim

and any intervening claims.

Claim Rejection - 35 U.S.C. § 103

The Office Action rejected Claims 16-18, 22, 24-25, and 29-32 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
allegedly being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2008/0023508 (“Harchol”) in view of U.S.
Pat. Pub. No. 2008/0251512 (“Griffin”). The Office Action rejected Claims 24 and 33 under 35

U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly being unpatentable over Harchol in view of Griffin and further in view
of U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2011/0227735 (“Fawcett”). Applicant respectfully disagrees. Nevertheless,
in an effort to expedite allowance, Applicant has amended Claims 16 and 25 as shown above.

In particular, Independent Claims 16 and 25 have been amended to include the limitations
of allowable Claim 19. Claims 17-18, 20-24, 26, and 28-33 each depend directly or indirectly,
from Claims 16 and 25 and are allowable for at least the same reasons, as well as for their
individual patentable combinations of features. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that

the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 be withdrawn and allowance of the claims.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this application
that previously pending claims are not patentable. Rather, any alterations or characterizations are

being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this application. Applicant reserves the right

-5-
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Application No.: 17/118,371
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to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other broader or narrower claims that capture
any subject matter supported by the present disclosure, including subject matter found to be
specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution. Accordingly, reviewers of this or any
parent, child or related prosecution history shall not reasonably infer that Applicant has made any
disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: June 22, 2022 By:_/Curtiss C. Dosier/
Curtiss C. Dosier
Registration No. 46,670

Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

First Inventor: Whitten, Jeff Conf. No.: 7153
App. No.: 17/118371 Filed: December 10, 2020
Examiner: Raven Collins Art Unit: 3735

Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

References and Listing

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, an Information Disclosure Statement listing references is
provided herewith. Copies of any listed foreign and non-patent literature references are being
submitted. = Any foreign references may also include English abstract(s) and/or machine
translation(s), but no representation is made as to their accuracy.

If the Examiner would like additional information regarding these references or if
anything is unclear, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned for assistance.
No Disclaimers

To the extent that anything in the Information Disclosure Statement or the listed
references could be construed as a disclaimer of any subject matter supported by the present
application, Applicant hereby rescinds and retracts such disclaimer.
Timing of Disclosure

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after receipt of a First Office Action,
but before the mailing date of a Final Action and before the mailing date of a Notice of
Allowance.

This Statement is accompanied by the fees set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). The
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required or to

credit any overpayment to Account No. 11-1410.

292




Docket No.: ROK.019C6 Page 2 of 2
App. No.: 17/118371

Respectfully submitted,
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP
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Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404
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Application No. Applicant(s)

17/118,371 Whitten et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
RAVEN COLLINS 3735 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12/10/2020.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s)  16-33 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
) O Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
) Claim(s) 16-18,22,24-25,29-31 and 33 is/are rejected.
) Claim(s) 19-21,23,26-28 and 32 is/are objected to.
) )

9) [ Claim(s are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.
Application Papers
10)(J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)[ The drawing(s) filed on 12/10/2020 is/are: a)& accepted or b){7] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[(] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[d All b)(J Some** ¢)(J None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
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Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 2
Art Unit: 3735

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AlA first to invent provisions.

2. This action is written in response to application number 17/118,371 filed 12/10/2020

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
3. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
4. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

5. The factual inquiries for establishing a background for determining obviousness under
pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or

nonobviousness.
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6. Claims 16-18, 22, 24, 25 and 29-32 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2208/0251212).

16, 25: Harchol discloses a mountable case 10 for a handheld electronic device,
comprising: a case 10 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
12 and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case comprising
a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device in
use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being configured to be positioned
adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device in use (see

annotated figure 3E);

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible non-slip

member (fig. 3F) that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of the
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case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior surface of

the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation ([0031-0033]); and

a magnet 95 received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such that a rear-

facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member [0033].

Harchol fails to disclose a non-slip surface. Griffin teaches an electronic device cover comprising
entirely of a non-slip coating ([0025]). It would have been obvious to ne having ordinary skill in
the art at the time of the effective filing date of the invention to modify Harchol to include the
non-slip material of Griffin to assist in resisting sliding of the device as well as increasing

comfortability in holding the device.

17, 29: Harchol-Griffin discloses the case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece
96 adjacent an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the

electronic device (Harchol; fig. 3F).

18, 30: Harchol-Griffin discloses the case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made

of the same material as the flexible non-slip member (Harchol; [0031]).
22, 31: Harchol-Griffin discloses the case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip

member comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of

the case with a surface on which the case is placed (Harchol; [0033]).

303



Application/Control Number: 17/118,371 Page 5
Art Unit: 3735

7. Claims 24 and 33 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being
unpatentable over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2008/0251212)

Fawcett (US 2011/0227735).

24, 33: Harchol-Griffin discloses the magnet as applied to claim 16 but fails to disclose a
rare earth magnet. Fawcett teaches the case system wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet
([0024]). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the
effective filing date of the invention to modify Harchol-Griffin to include the magnet of Fawcett

in order increase the magnetic force to the attaching member.

Allowable Subject Matter
8. Claims 19-21, 23, 26-28 and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of the

base claim and any intervening claims.

Conclusion
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm EST.
Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at

http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, ANTHONY STASHICK can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be
obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is available
to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center, visit:
https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center for more
information about Patent Center and https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about
filing in DOCX format. For additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC)
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service

Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3735

/Anthony D Stashick/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3735
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or ("20120074005") or

("20120118773") or ("20120211382")

or ("20120261306") or ("4688580") or

("6068119") or ("6349824") or :

("6646864") or ("6995976") or

("7180736") or ("7230823") or

("7312984") or ("7449650") or

("7609512") or ("7663879") or

("7889489") or ("7907394") or

("7933122") or ("D670280")).PN.

:G27 28,826  microns with membrane :US-PGPUB; ' OR ‘ON - 2013/12/09:
‘USPAT; 120:40
FPRS; EPO; %
JPO;
DERWENT

1528 147,789  case and waterproof :US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON -2013/12/09:
“USPAT; - 20:40
 FPRS; EPO; ?
-JPC;
DERWENT

1529 1900 '$27and 528 _US-PGPUB; OR ON  2013/12/09
USPAT; 120:40
 FPRS; EPO; % |
- JPO;
‘DERWENT

1530 323,656  modulus 'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2013/12/09
' USPAT; 120:41 :
 FPRS; EPO; ? %
- JPO;
DERWENT

/S31 68 '$29.and S30 -US-PGPUB; OR ON  2013/12/09
_USPAT; 120141
 FPRS; EPO; f ?
- JPO;
 DERWENT
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- US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
.FPRS; EPO;
- JPO; i
. DERWENT

- US-PGPUB; |
CUSPAT;
FPRS; EPO; |
- JPO; i
 DERWENT

. US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
FPRS; EPO;
- JPO;
 DERWENT

US-PGPUB; |
_USPAT;
. FPRS; EPO;
IPO;
DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
-FPRS; EPO;
-JPC; %
. DERWENT

12013/12/11°
:18:04 f

12013/12/11°
- 18:43 :

12013/12/11:
. 18:56 :
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12013/12/11
17:46

12013/12/11°
17:46 :

12013/12/11:
117:46 1

12013/12/11:
117:47 f

12013/12/11
17:47

118:56

12013/12/11
18:58

12013/12/11:
118:58 '

- US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
-FPRS; EPO;
-JPC; i
. DERWENT

- US-PGPUB;
CUSPAT;
.FPRS; EPO;
- JPO; i
DERWENT

12013/12/11
19:55

12013/12/16°
113:00 f



545 11,070,612 membrane - US-PGPUB; OR :ON 1 2013/12/16:
USPAT; 113:00
. FPRS; EPO; | : %
- JPO;
‘DERWENT

1546 3 'S44and S45 - US-PGPUB; OR ON  2013/12/16
 USPAT; 113:00 1
-FPRS; EPO; . 5 i
- JPO;
 DERWENT

1547 1488 1224/929 - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2014/03/04
'USPAT; 110:20 1
. FPRS; EPO; :
- JPO;
. DERWENT

1548 650 1224/930 - US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
'USPAT; 11:12 1
.FPRS; EPO; :

- JPO;

. DERWENT

1$49 11,001,967 magnet - US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
(USPAT;, 11:12 1
 FPRS; EPO; :
-JPC;
 DERWENT

/S50 48 1 S48and 549 - US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
CUSPAT; 11:12
. FPRS; EPO; % %
- JPO;
 DERWENT

S51 308 224/412 _US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
_USPAT; 11:25
- FPRS; EPO; - 5 i
-JPO;
 DERWENT

S52 203 224/419 'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
USPAT; 11:26
'FPRS; EPO; | |
- JPO;
 DERWENT |

1S53 272 1224/420 'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
: : : ‘USPAT; 11:26 :
-FPRS; EPO; %
| JPO; :

- US-PGPUB; : 12014/03/04
USPAT; 111:26 1
: FPRS; EPO; 5 ?
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.S55 (17 549 and S54 - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2014/03/04
'USPAT; 11:26 1
 FPRS; EPO;
- JPO; |
§DERWENT

'S56 1107 1224/428 -US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2014/03/04
USPAT; 11:51 1
_FPRS; EPO; %
- JPO; -

1S57 .0  b6217/02 - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 12014/03/04:
g g : USPAT; 112:02 f
-FPRS; EPO; %
:JPO; ;
'DERWENT

1S58 0 (b6217/02).CCLS. 'US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2014/03/04
g g : -USPAT; 112:03 f
'USOCR; : |
_EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT |

S59 717  B6237/02 -US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2014/03/04
USPAT; 112:03
_FPRS; EPO; ? ?
-JPO; j
 DERWENT

1S60 978 1 B6217/06 - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON  2014/03/04
'USPAT; 112:05 1
_FPRS; EPO; ? %
- JPO; |
§DERWENT

S61 143 - B6212099/0006 'US-PGPUB; OR ON  2014/03/04
- USPAT; 112:05 ;
. FPRS; EPO; | :
- JPO; |

'S62 0 ("8608120").URPN. USPAT  OR ON  2014/03/04
: ; : f f f 112:27 :

1563 1 ("D653190").URPN. USPAT  OR ON  2014/03/04
f f 5 5 5 5 12:27 5

S64 1 ("8317067").URPN. USPAT §OR ON  2014/03/04
- | | | | 1227

:S65 133 - (US-20040204169-% or US- - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 1 2014/03/04:
120020139822-$ or US-20110043086-$ : USPAT; 14:22 :
.or US-20130098790-$ or US- - DERWENT ?
1 20110253569-$ or US-20100200456- $ 5
.or US-20040155079-$ or US- :
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120120211382-$ or US-20080226846-% |
or US-20130006722-$ or US- g
120100078536-$ or US-20070014120-% -
or US-20070212931-$ or US- ;
120070221694-$ or US-20080023508-% |
or US-20060175370-$).did. or (US-
8428664-$ or US-7464814-$ or US-
8167127-$ or US-7093742-$ or US-
D684568-$ or US-8457701-$ or US-
8523029-$ or US-8469245-$ or US-
8439239-$ or US-8333310-$ or US-
8281512-$ or US-6068119-% or US-

1 7930006-$ or US-8317067-$ or US-
 D653190-% or US-8608120-$).did. or
(WO-2012051358-).did.

S73 2 ("13593220").PN.  US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2014/09/05
_USPAT; 15:21 1
USOCR; :
_EPO; JPO;
 DERWENT |

S77 3 ("8439239" | "8469245" |  US-PGPUB; OR ON  2016/05/18:
s s "D653190").PN. USPAT 11:52 :

578 11 1"13593220" - US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON 12017/04/20°
‘“USPAT; 110:49 1
 FPRS; EPO; ? ?
-JPC;
'DERWENT

.S79 2 ("3179367" | "3986780").PN. - US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2017/12/15
e | USPAT 1417

1S80 2 ("3179367" | "3986780").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2017/12/27
L | USPAT 113:59 :

S81 3 ("20060229740" | "3179367" | _US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/01/19
o "3986780").PN. USPAT 117:18 1

1582 56 ("20020139822" | "20040204169" | - US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/02/01

- "20060229740" | "20070014120"| USPAT g 1301
"20070212931" | "20080023508" | | % |
"20080251512" | "20080314941" |
"20100084527" | "20110043086" |
"20110143583" | "20120298820" |
"20130292270" | "20130292296" |
"20140355200" | "20160192752" |
"3179367" | "3986780" | "7523906" | |
"7652888" | "7685904" | "7930006" | -
"8167127" | "8172247" | "8267418" | |
"8439239" | "8469245" | "8708151" |
"8800763" | "8830663" | "8936222" |
"9185953" | "9243739" | "9383774" |
"9402016" | "9498034" | "9592871" | |
"9700114" | "D564754" | "D606738" | |
"D627771" | "D646672" | "D647085" |
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1 "D653190" | "D654043" | "D671932" |
."D685363" | "D685785" | "D687004" | :
-"D697060" | "D711886" | "D718290" | :
."D725119" | "D726170" | "D726732" | :
- "D739857").PN.

S83 1 "20130329115"  US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/02/01°
L | USPAT; ; 19:41 :
USOCR; : |
_EPO; JPO

S84 3 "20130181584"  US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/02/01°
L | USPAT; : 119:46 :
USOCR; : |
_EPO; JPO

.S85 38 1("20100147737" | "D479233" | - US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/02/01:
% % - "D543541" | "D549452" | "D615536" | : USPAT; ; 120:05 :
"D616430" | "D617785" | "D617786" | : USOCR % %
"D621822" | "D626120" | "D638005" | :
"D642171" | "D650376" | "D651204" | -
"D673543" | "D673553" | "D673941" |
"D674790" | "D674791").PN. OR
("D684568").URPN.

'S8 1,245  non-slip same surface same flexible : US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/02/01
:USPAT;, 1 20:37 :
USOCR f |

1587 56 1("20020139822" | "20040204169" | ‘OFF  2018/02/08
1"20060229740" | "20070014120" | 120:10 5
."20070212931" | "20080023508" | 5
1"20080251512" | "20080314941" |
."20100084527" | "20110043086" |
I I
I
I

1"20110143583" | "20120298820"
1"20130292270" | "20130292296"
"20140355200" | "20160192752"
"3179367" | "3986780" | "7523906" | -
"7652888" | "7685904" | "7930006" | -
"8167127" | "8172247" | "8267418" | -
"8439239" | "8469245" | "8708151" | -
"8800763" | "8830663" | "8936222" |
"9185953" | "9243739" | "9383774" |
1"9402016" | "9498034" | "9592871" | -
1"9700114" | "D564754"

I

I

| |
_ | "D606738" |
"D627771" | "D646672" :

I

I

I

I

I

| "D647085" |
"D653190" | "D654043" | "D671932" |
"D685363" | "D685785" | "D687004" | :
. "D697060" | "D711886" | "D718290" |
'"D725119" | "D726170" | "D726732" |

- "D739857").PN.

1588 56 1("20020139822" | "20040204169" | :US-PGPUB; OR ‘OFF  2018/02/08

1"20060229740" | "20070014120" |  : USPAT 120:10 5
."20070212931" | "20080023508" |
:"20080251512" | "20080314941" |
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1"9700114" | |

"D627771" | | |
"D653190" | | |
"D685363" | "D685785" | "D687004" | -
"D697060" | | |
"D725119" | | |
- "D739857").PN.

"20100084527" | "20110043086" |
1"20110143583" | "20120298820" |
"20130292270" | "20130292296" |
"20140355200" | "20160192752" |
"3179367" | "3986780" | "7523906" |
"7652888" | "7685904" | "7930006" |
"8167127" | "8172247" | "8267418" |
"8439239" | "8469245" | "8708151" |
"8800763" | "8830663" | "8936222" |
"9185953" | "9243739" | "9383774" |
"9402016" | "9498034" | "9592871" |
"D606738" | -

"D564754"
"D646672"
"D654043"

"D647085"
"D671932"

"D711886"
"D726170"

"D718290"
"D726732"

US-PGPUB; |
USPAT;
'USOCR

12018/02/09
09:29

12018/02/09°
110:36 3

US-PGPUB; |
. USPAT;
- USOCR

12018/02/09°
12:27

- US-PGPUB;
- USPAT;
. USOCR;
. EPO; JPO

12018/02/09
14119

US-PGPUB; |
USPAT;
- USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

12018/02/09
14:19 1

US-PGPUB; |
USPAT;
- USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

12018/02/09
14:19

 US-PGPUB; |
USPAT;
USOCR

12018/02/13
1144

US-PGPUB; |
USPAT;
USOCR;

; IPO

:US-PGPUB;
(USPAT;
: USOCR;
: EPQ; JPO

12018/02/13:
113:32 :

12018/02/13
13:31 :
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_US-PGPUB; OR

1598 141,170

 US-PGPUB; OR

 US-PGPUB; OR

 US-PGPUB; OR

 US-PGPUB; OR

_US-PGPUB; OR

US-PGPUB; OR

12018/07/02.
:10:33 :

12018/07/06:
112:05 :

'US-PGPUB; OR

- (US-20040204169-% or US- :
120020139822-$ or US-20110043086-% -
.or US-20130098790-$ or US- ,
:20110253569-$ or US-20100200456-$
-or US-20040155079-$ or US-
120120211382-$ or US-20080226846-% -
.or US-20130006722-$ or US-
1 20100078536-$ or US-20070014120-% :
.or US-20070212931-$ or US- :

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
 EPO; JPO

USPAT;
USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

USPAT;
 USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

USPAT;
 USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

- USPAT;
. USOCR;
- EPO; JPO

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
' EPO; JPO

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
. EPO; JPO

- US-PGPU

USPAT;

FPRS; EPO;

1JPO

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
.EPO; JPO;
' DERWENT
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 US-PGPUB; OR

USPAT;

. DERWENT

12018/02/13"
13:37 :

12018/02/13
13:37 1

13:37

12018/02/13
113:38 :

12018/02/16°
114:08 f

12018/02/16
1408

12018/02/16.
1410

12018/07/22°
110:19 f

12018/07/24
119:27 :



120080023508-$ or US-20060175370-% -
- or US-20060229740-$ or US-
120110143583-$ or US-20160192752-% -
or US-20070194187-$ or US-
120110227735-$ or US-20120008300-% -
or US-20080251512-$).did. or (US-
8428664-$ or US-7464814-$ or US-
8167127-$ or US-7093742-$ or US-
D684568-$ or US-8457701-$ or US-
8523029-$ or US-8469245-$ or US-
8439239-$ or US-8333310-$ or US-
8281512-$ or US-6068119-% or US-
1 7930006-$ or US-8317067-$ or US-
 D653190-$ or US-8608120-$ or US-
13986780-$ or US-3179367-% or US-
19402016-$ or US-D808378-$ or US-
 D801960-$ or US-D616430- or US-
8830663-$).did. or (WO-2012051358-
$).did. s

1S$109 1,901 b62j11/00.cpc. _US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/07/24
(USPAT; 119:29 :
 DERWENT : |

15110 29 a45¢13/1053.cpc.  US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/07/24
(USPAT; 119:30 :
 DERWENT f ?

1S111 4951  h04b1/3888.cpc. - US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/07/24
USPAT; 119:40
. DERWENT f ?

1S124:60 1("10070707" | "10093377" | - US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2018/12/12:
1"10112670" | "20020139822" | USPAT 110:07 1
1"20040204169" | "20060229740" | :
1"20070014120" | "20070212931" |

1"20080023508" | "20080251512" |

1"20080314941" | "20100084527" |

1"20110043086" | "20110143583" |
I I

I

I

1"20110227735" | "20120298820"

1"20130292270" | "20130292296"

"20140355200" | "20160192752"

"3179367" | "3986780" | "7523906" | -
"7652888" | "7685904" | "7930006" | -
"8167127" | "8172247" | "8267418" | -
"8439239" | "8469245" | "8708151" | -
"8800763" | "8830663" | "8936222" |
"9185953" | "9243739" | "9383774" |
1"9402016" | "9498034" | "9592871" | -
1"9700114" | "D564754" | "D606738" | -
"D627771" | "D646672" | "D647085" |
"D653190" | "D654043" | "D671932" | -
"D685363" | "D685785" | "D687004" | -
"D697060" | "D711886" | "D718290" |
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"D725119" | "D726170" | "D726732" | -
"D739857").PN.

(("15456276") or ("13593220™) or
1("14260817") or ("14120319") or
("15356346") or ("14939231")).PN.

- "15456276" "13593220" "14260817"
1 "14120319" "15356346" "14939231"

- US-PGPUB; OR

("10070707" | "20020139822" |
"20040204169" | "20060229740" |
1"20070014120" | "20070212931" |
"20080023508" | "20080251512" |
"20080314941" | "20100084527" |
1"20110043086" | "20110143583" |
"20110227735" | "20120298820" |
1"20130292270" | "20130292296" |
1"20140355200" | "20160192752" |
"20170183052" | "20180099714" |
"3179367" | "3986780" | "7523906" |
"7652888" | "7685904" | "7930006" |
"8167127" | "8172247" | "8267418" |
"8439239" | "8469245" | "8708151" |
"8800763" | "8830663" | "8936222" | -
"9185953" | "9243739" | "9383774" |
"9402016" | "9498034" | "9592871" | -
"9700114" | "DO00071"
"D606738" |
"D647085" |
"D671932" | "D685363"

I

I

§s129§6o

- "D687004"
"D725119"
"D739857").PN.

3("6752299"|"8662362"|"8830663"|§
1"20130181584" | "20080232089" |
1"20110136555" | "8078240").PN.

("3550824" | "5014892" | "5412545" |
"5850996" | "6360928" | "7942293" |
"8328055").PN. OR
("8662362").URPN.

_US-PGPUB; OR
USPAT;
USOCR;

'EPO; PO

 US-PGPUB; OR
_USPAT;
FPRS; EPO;

| US-PGPUB; OR

12019/03/20

USPAT;
_USOCR;
'EPO; JPO

USPAT;
USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

| "D564754" |
"D627771" | "D646672" | .
"D653190" | "D654043" | :
| "D685785" |
"D697060" | |
"D726170" | |

"D718290"
"D726732"

 US-PGPUB; OR
USPAT

US-PGPUB; OR

USPAT

US-PGPUB; OR

USPAT;
'USOCR

OFF

12018/12/12.
13:43 5

12018/12/12.
13:43 :

112:13

112:13

12019/03/20°
114:06 :

12019/03/20°
14:39 :

12019/03/20
1441 1

326



1S132 300

("5305381" | "5898775" | "7551458"
"D184411" | |
"D321885" | "D346275" | "D356798"
"D360210" | | ,
"D431250" | "D528539" | "D529489" | -
"D535988" | "D544487" | "D545812" | -
"D561092" | "D577358" | "D587695" |
"D597093" | "D606065" | "D607856" | -
"D610579" | "D618454").PN. OR
("D627771").URPN.

- US-PGPUB;

- USPAT;
- USOCR

"D301883" | "D320991"

"D411543" | "D411931"

- US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
_USOCR

OR

OR

12019/03/21
108:16 f

12019/03/21
117:36 :

15136 4,741

S137.4,877

(("20070221694") or
("20060229740")).PN.

 US-PGPUB; |

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
. EPO; JPO

 US-PGPUB; |

- USPAT;
- USOCR;
. EPO; JPO

US-PGPUB; |

' USPAT;

§FPRS;EPO;§

-JPO

US-PGPUB; |

' USPAT;

FPRS; EPO;

JPO

US-PGPUB; |

- USPAT;

§FPRS;EPO;§

PO

. US-PGPUB;

- USPAT;

FPRS; EPO;

-JPO

- US-PGPUB;

USPAT;
USOCR;
_EPO; JPO

- US-PGPUB;
. USPAT;
- USOCR;

- EPO; JPO

- US-PGPUB;

| USPAT;
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12019/03/22.
12:28

12019/03/22.
1234

12019/03/22
113:08 :

12019/03/22
113:09 f

12019/03/22.
113:09 3

12019/03/22.
113:10 :

12019/08/27.
110:58 '

12020/04/24
116:49 5

12020/05/13
15:19



_FPRS; EPO; |
PO :

'US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2020/05/13"
USPAT; 115:20 f
'FPRS; EPO;

JPO ?

_US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2020/05/14
(USPAT; ? 14:10 :
_FPRS; EPO; |

_US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2020/06/24
USPAT f 11159 :

US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2020/09/27
USPAT; 12:29 :
_FPRS; EPO; |

JPO ?

 US-PGPUB; OR OFF  2022/03/16
_USPAT; 110:01
. FPRS; EPO; ?

JPO |

(("20160109276") or ("4412729")).PN.: US-PGPUB;  OR OFF  2022/03/16°
_USPAT; 110:01 :
' USOCR; ?
_EPO; JPO

| |  Default  Plurals Time Stamp
¥ ~ Operator ? ?

US-PGPUB;  OR
_USPAT |

12014/03/04
119:17

12014/03/04
119:17

:2014/03/04

US-PGPUB;  OR
USPAT f

b62}9/02.cpc.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;  OR
USPAT f

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT

_US-PGPUB;
_USPAT

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT

US-PGPUB;

12015/07/10
16:36

119:17

12014/03/04
119:17

12014/03/04
119:23

- 2014/03/04
119:23
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
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CONFIRMATION NO. 7153
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KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET RO OO LSO R

FOURTEENTH FLOOR
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Date Mailed: 03/15/2021

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Jeff Whitten, Irvine, CA;
Bernhard Leitner, Mission Viejo, CA;
Craig Erion, Lemon Heights, CA;
Applicant(s)
ROKFORM IP LLGC, Irvine, CA;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 20995

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 16/149,978 10/02/2018 PAT 10864956
which is a CON of 15/838,933 12/12/2017 PAT 10093377
which is a CON of 15/456,276 03/10/2017 PAT 10112670
which is a CON of 15/188,751 06/21/2016 PAT 9592871
which is a CON of 14/260,817 04/24/2014 PAT 9383774
which is a CON of 13/593,220 08/23/2012 PAT 8708151
which claims benefit of 61/585,933 01/12/2012
and claims benefit of 61/653,618 05/31/2012

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.
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Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 12/17/2020

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 17/118,371

Projected Publication Date: 06/24/2021
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Preliminary Class

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No
PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.
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For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
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community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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335




Docket No.: ROK.019C6

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor : Jeff Whitten

App. No. : 17/118371

Filed . December 10, 2020

For : CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC
DEVICE

Examiner : Unassigned

Art Unit : Unassigned

Conf. No. : 7153

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

Prior to examination, please amend the above-captioned application as follows:
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2

of this paper.
Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper.
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Application No.: 17/118371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

1-15. (Canceled)

16. (New) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member that defines at least a portion of an exterior surface of the rear portion of
the case, the flexible non-slip member comprising a non-slip material, wherein an interior
surface of the flexible non-slip member defines an indentation; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member such
that a rear-facing surface of the magnet is covered by the flexible non-slip member.

17. (New) The case of Claim 16, further comprising a cover piece adjacent an inner
surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic device.

18. (New) The case of Claim 17, wherein the cover piece is made of the same
material as the flexible non-slip member.

19. (New) The case of Claim 16, wherein the non-slip region further comprises an
open space defined by the case, wherein the flexible non-slip member is shaped to fit within the
open space.

20. (New) The case of Claim 19, wherein the open space of the non-slip region is at
least partially defined by a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger
opening.

21. (New) The case of Claim 20, wherein the flexible non-slip member contains a
peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible non-slip member to
the case.

22. (New) The case of Claim 16, wherein the flexible non-slip member comprises a
frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case with a surface

on which the case is placed.
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Filing Date: December 10, 2020

23. (New) The case of Claim 22, wherein the frictional gripping exterior surface of
the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

24. (New) The case of Claim 16, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

25. (New) A mountable case for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case in use, the case
comprising a rear portion that is configured to be positioned along a rear surface of the
electronic device in use and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being
configured to be positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides
of the electronic device in use;

a non-slip region located on the rear portion of the case and comprising a flexible
non-slip member constructed of a non-slip material, the non-slip region defining a portion
of an exterior surface of the rear portion of the case having an area that is less than the
entire area of the rear portion of the case such that another portion of the exterior surface
of the rear portion of the case is outside of the non-slip region;

a magnet carried by the case, wherein the magnet is concealed from the exterior
surface of the rear portion of the case.

26. (New) The case of Claim 25, wherein the non-slip region further comprises an
open space and a flange formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening.

27. (New) The case of Claim 26, wherein the flexible non-slip member is shaped to
fit within the open space

28. (New) The case of Claim 27, wherein the flexible non-slip member contains a
peripheral groove that engages the flange to removably couple the flexible non-slip member to
the case.

29. (New) The case of Claim 25, further comprising a cover piece adjacent an inner
surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic device.

30. (New) The case of Claim 29, wherein the cover piece is made of the same
material as the flexible non-slip member.

31. (New) The case of Claim 25, wherein the flexible non-slip member comprises a
frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the case with a surface

on which the case is placed.

338



Application No.: 17/118371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

32. (New) The case of Claim 31, wherein the frictional gripping exterior surface of
the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

33. (New) The case of Claim 25, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.
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Application No.: 17/118371
Filing Date: December 10, 2020

REMARKS
Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application in the
manner indicated. Upon entry of this amendment, Claims 1-15 will have been canceled without
prejudice, and new Claims 16-33 will have been added. Applicant submits no new matter has

been added. Accordingly, Claims 16-33 are currently pending.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this
application that previously pending claims are not patentable over the cited references. Rather,
any alterations or characterizations are being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this
application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other
broader or narrower claims that capture any subject matter supported by the present disclosure,
including subject matter found to be specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution.
Accordingly, reviewers of this or any parent, child or related prosecution history shall not
reasonably infer that Applicant has made any disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter
supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: March 10, 2021 By:_/Curtiss C. Dosier/
Curtiss Dosier
Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner
(949) 760-0404

34574148
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
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If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Docket No.: ROK.019C6 Page 1 of 1

RESPONSE TO FORMALITIES NOTICE

Inventor . Jeff Whitten

App. No. : 17/118371

Filed . December 10, 2020

For :  CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC
DEVICE

Art Unit . Unknown

Conf No. ;7153

Mail Stop Missing Parts

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Commissioner:

The above-captioned application was filed lacking at least one item that would advance
the application to examination. Enclosed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.53(f) are the following:

(X)  Response to Notice of Missing Parts.
(X) A Preliminary Amendment in 5 pages.

The present application qualifies for small entity status under 37 CFR § 1.27.

(X)  Fees will be paid via EFS Web. Any extension of time will be requested by payment of
the appropriate extension fee.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be
required, now or in the future, or credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: March 10, 2021 By:_ /Curtiss C. Dosier/

Curtiss Dosier
Registration No. 46,670
Registered Practitioner

(949) 760-0404
34268486
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If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 830 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i = =
> a7 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
i (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
L (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".

*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE RECD ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
17/118,371 12/10/2020 0.00 ROK.019C6 15 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 7153
20995 FILING RECEIPT
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET R OO OO 0

FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 12/18/2020

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Jeff Whitten, Irvine, CA;
Bernhard Leitner, Mission Viejo, CA;
Craig Erion, Lemon Heights, CA;
Applicant(s)
ROKFORM IP LLGC, Irvine, CA;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 20995

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 16/149,978 10/02/2018 PAT 10864956
which is a CON of 15/838,933 12/12/2017 PAT 10093377
which is a CON of 15/456,276 03/10/2017 PAT 10112670
which is a CON of 15/188,751 06/21/2016 PAT 9592871
which is a CON of 14/260,817 04/24/2014 PAT 9383774
which is a CON of 13/593,220 08/23/2012 PAT 8708151
which claims benefit of 61/585,933 01/12/2012
and claims benefit of 61/653,618 05/31/2012

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.
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Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 12/17/2020

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 17/118,371

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Missing Parts
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Preliminary Class

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No
PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.
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For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
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community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER I FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |

17/118,371 12/10/2020 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C6
CONFIRMATION NO. 7153
20995

FORMALITIES LETTER

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

2040 MAIN STREET R LA TR
FOURTEENTH FLOOR ORC00LTESTISATS

IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 12/18/2020

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION

FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b)

Filing Date Granted
Items Required To Avoid Abandonment:

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all
required items below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied
by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

+ The statutory basic filing fee is missing.
+ The application search fee must be submitted.
+ The application examination fee must be submitted.
+ Surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(f) must be submitted.
The surcharge is due for any one of:
« late submission of the basic filing fee, search fee, or examination fee,
+ late submission of inventor's oath or declaration,
« filing an application that does not contain at least one claim on filing, or
+ submission of an application filed by reference to a previously filed application.

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE:

The fee(s) required within TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice to avoid abandonment is/are itemized
below. Small entity discount is in effect. If applicant is qualified for micro entity status, an acceptable Certification

of Micro Entity Status must be submitted to establish micro entity status. (See 37 CFR 1.29 and forms
PTO/SB/15A and 15B.)

+ $ 80 basic filing fee.

+ $ 80 surcharge.

+ $ 350 search fee.

+ $ 400 examination fee.

« $( 0) previous unapplied payment amount.
+$910 TOTAL FEE BALANCE DUE.
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Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512.

Replies should be mailed to:

Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice".
https:/sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF.html

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or
visit our website at http.//www.uspto.gov/ebc.

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/atestaye/
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Doc Code: PA.
Document Description: Power of Attorney

PTO/AIA/82A (07-13)

Approved for use through 03/31/2021. OMB 0651-0035

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE

REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B) to identify the application to which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is

directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

Application Number Unknown

Filing Date Herewith

First Named Inventor Jeff Whitten

Title CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Art Unit Unknown

Examiner Name U naSSig ned

Attorney Docket Number |ROK.019C6

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Signature /Josepher LI/

Date (Optional)

December 10, 2020

Name Josepher Li

Registration
Number

74,998

Title (if Applicant is a
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity)

more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If

/ *Total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2.
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Doc Code: PA..

o PTO/AIA/BZE (07-13)
Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035

U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1895, no persons are required to respond 1o a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT

| hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in either the attached fransmittal letter or
' the boxes below.

Application Number Filing Date

(Note: The boxes above may be left blank if information is provided on form PTO/AIA/S2A.)

l\f i I hereby appoint the Patent Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and

to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the apphcation referenced in
the attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above; o ssniliils

OR 120995

D | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named in the attached list (form PTO/AIA/82C) as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and to transact
all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the
attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTO/AIA/B2C.)

Please recognize or chanrée the correspondence address for the éppiication identified in the attached transmittal
letter or the boxes above to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number
~ OR

[::l The address associated with Customer Number:
OR

! i Firm or
Eniniduai Name

| Address

City | State | | Zip
' Country |

Telephone | E Email I

I am the Applicant (if the Applicant is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name in the box):

Rokform IP LLC

D Inventor or Joint Inventor (litle not required below)

[:! Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (litle not required below)
Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer’s title if applicant is a juristic entity)

D Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a petition under 37 CFR 1.46(b)(2) was granied in the
application or is conturiantly belng fled with this dosument) (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity)

.~ SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent

The undersigned t\mamﬂ%e ss&g 3 *\w: '?; authorized to act on behalif of the applicant (e.g., where the applicant is a jufistic entity),
Signature i I | Date (Optional) | & 78708

Name ;;faﬁ’i‘?&‘mtten e

Title HMauASER

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed by the applicant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements
and certifications. If more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

DTotaE of forms are submitted.

Thﬁ Dufinglion-of information 1S requined by 37 GFR 118132, and 1.9 The Information is required to obtain or relain a benaht by i pubiiz which 35 o o {and by the
USPTQ to process) an appiication - Confidantisliy is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes io compiete,
inciuding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTQ. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any commenis on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ice, U.S.
Deparirment of Commerce, P.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-8199 and select option 2.
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 1 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Declaration
This Declaration is directed to the application identified above that:

Was filed April 24, 2014 as U.S. or International Application No. 14/260,817 and incorporating
any amendments made thereto prior to the signature date of this Declaration.

As a named inventor, | declare that:
The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.
| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under
18 USC 1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

| have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified application, including the
claims, as amended by any amendment.

| acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37
CFR 1.56.

Assignment from Inventors

WHEREAS, above-identified inventors (individual(s) hereinafter “ASSIGNOR”) invented certain new
and useful improvements, technology, inventions, developments, ideas, ornamental designs, or
discoveries, and hereby assign or are under an obligation to assign to the below identified Assignee the
above-titled application (collectively hereinafter referred to as the “Work”) for which an application for
Letters Patent in the United States (identified above) has been prepared for filing with the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (hereinafter the “Application”).

AND WHEREAS, ROKFORM LLC, with its principal place of business at 401 South Grand Avenue,
Santa Ana, CA 92705 (hereinafter the “ASSIGNEE"), desires to acquire the entire right, title, and interest
in and to the Application and the Work.

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration of which receipt is hereby acknowledged,
ASSIGNOR hereby acknowledges that ASSIGNOR has sold, assigned, transferred and set over, and by
these presents does hereby sell, assign, transfer and set over, unto said ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives and assigns, the entire right, title, and interest throughout the world in the Application and
the Work, including all patent properties filed or issued upon the Application and the Work; where “Patent
Properties” include, but are not limited to:

all provisional applications relating thereto (including but not limited to U.S. Provisional
Application No(s). 61/585,933 and 61/653,618, filed January 12, 2012 and May 31, 2012
(respectively if plural applications));

all nonprovisional applications claiming priority to aforementioned provisional(s) and/or the
present Application, including, all divisions, continuations, continuations-in-part, and reissues, and
all Letters Patent of the United States which may be granted thereon and all reissues and
extensions thereof; and

all rights of priority under International Conventions and any related Letters Patent which may
hereafter be granted or filed in any country or countries foreign to the United States, all
extensions, renewals and reissues thereof.
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 2 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

ASSIGNOR hereby acknowledges the ASSIGNEE as the Applicant for all aforementioned patent
properties, and authorizes and requests the Commissioner of Patents of the United States, and any
Official of any country or countries foreign to the United States, whose duty it is to issue patents on
applications as aforesaid, to issue all related Letters Patent to the ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives and assigns, in accordance with the terms of this instrument.

AND ASSIGNOR DOES HEREBY sell, assign, transfer, and convey to ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives, and assigns all claims for damages and all remedies arising out of any violation of the
rights assigned hereby that may have accrued prior to the date of assignment to ASSIGNEE, or may
accrue hereafter, including, but not limited to, the right to sue for, collect, and retain damages for past
infringements of said Letters Patent before or after issuance.

AND ASSIGNOR DOES HEREBY covenant and agree that ASSIGNOR will communicate to said
ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal representatives and assigns, any facts known to ASSIGNOR respecting
the Work, and testify in any legal proceeding, assist in the preparation of any other Patent Property
relating to the Application and the Work or any improvements made thereto, sign/execute all lawful
papers, authorize the filing of and execute and make all rightful oaths and/or declarations in connection
with the Application and the Work including any improvements made thereto, any patent applications filed
therefrom, and any continuing application filed from any of the aforementioned applications, and generally
do everything possible to aid the ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal representatives and assigns, to obtain
and enforce proper patent protection for the Work in all countries.
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.. 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 3 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitien; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Jeff Whitten A
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and seal this 25 day of Aﬂzll—

20 14

Signature:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF

On &/ : , nhotary public, personally
appeared Jeff Whltten who proved to me on the basns of saTt/sfactory e\ndence to be the person(s) whose
name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed
the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument
the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callfornla that the foregomg
paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal. =" = s

[SEAL]

DOMINIC V' MESTAS
Commission # 2041318
Notary Pubiic - Calitgrnia
Orange County

iy Comm. Exsires Sep 14 2017
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT {37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 4 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Bernhard Leitner
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | hereunto set my han »ﬁa;;d seal this

20 A e
J;‘L P " s
# ;

7-d,r-,ay of AMZC

Signature: o <)
Signature before a Notary is desirable but not required.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
b S8, .
COUNTY OF \ & .0me = ] “""“ﬁ
/ !

On_< /25 ] 200 | before me, i notary public, personally
appeéréd Berfihard Leitner who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the personj,s‘)‘:
whose name(s) is/afe subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she/thay
executed the' same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/bef?tpeir signature(s) on the
instrument the person}s)f, or the entity upon behalf of which the person{() acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregeoing
paragraph is true and correct. -

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Notary Signaturé ~
[SEAL] ‘

o ———
HIG V. MESTAS
Commission # 2041318 1
Motary Public - California z

Orange County o
My Comm Expires Sep 14, 2017 g
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 5 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Craig Erion
IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, | hereunto set my hand and sﬁal this giﬁday of APK.Z 2

2074 v .

Signature: ( ,n\_w;@ e ,
= e
Signature EéjGre a Notary is desirable but not required.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ]

COUNTY OF

on b 2 o nmtary public, personally
app@ared Craig Erion w m proved to me on ih@ bag is of satisfactary evi denc@ to be the personi{s) whose
name(s) isfare subscribad to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me thatl he/she/they executed
the same in his/heritheir authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument
the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person{s) acted, exscuted the instrument.

t certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callforma that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct. ; : ;

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

N6tary Signature” :

[SEAL}
Commission # 2041318 L
Notary Pubbic - California %
Orange County t
My Gmm n Ex xm S&\ ‘4 *’\}”‘ §§
17861993
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Docket No.: ROK.019C6 Page 1 of 1
App. No.: Unknown

RESCISSION OF ANY PRIOR DISCLAIMERS AND REQUEST TO REVISIT ART

Inventor . Jeff Whitten

App. No. . Unknown

Filed . Herewith

For . CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC
DEVICE

Examiner : Unassigned

Art Unit . Unknown

Conf. No. : Unknown

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:

The claims of the present application are different and possibly broader in scope than the
claims pursued in the parent application(s). To the extent any prior amendments or
characterizations of the scope of any claim or referenced art could be construed as a disclaimer
of any subject matter supported by the present disclosure, Applicant hereby rescinds and retracts
such disclaimer. Accordingly, the references previously considered in the parent application(s)
may need to be re-visited.

Respectfully submitted,
Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP

Dated: December 10, 2020 /Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Attorney of Record
(949) 760-0404

33968817
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Docket No.: ROK.019C6 Page 1 of 2

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

First Inventor :  Jeff Whitten

App. No. . Unknown

Filed : Herewith

For . CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Examiner : Unassigned

Art Unit . Unknown

Conf. No. . Unknown

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

References and Listing

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, an Information Disclosure Statement listing references is
provided herewith. Listed references are of record in U.S. patent application No. 16/149,978,
filed October 2, 2018, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120. Copies
of the references are not submitted pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(d).

No Disclaimers
To the extent that anything in the Information Disclosure Statement or the listed
references could be construed as a disclaimer of any subject matter supported by the present
application, Applicant hereby rescinds and retracts such disclaimer.
/17
/17
/17
/17
/17
/17
/17
/17
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Docket No.: ROK.019C6 Page 2 of 2
App. No.: Unknown

Timing of Disclosure
This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing
date or date of national phase entry, with an RCE or before receipt of a First Office Action after
an RCE, and no fee is believed to be required.
Respectfully submitted,
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: December 10, 2020 By:_/Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Attorney of Record
(949) 760-0404

33969005
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unassigned
SHEET 1 OF 4 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C6

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Numper Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No. Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant Passages or
Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
1 3,179,367 04-20-1965 |Rapata
2 3,986,780 10-19-1976 | Nivet
3 7,523,906 04-28-2009 |Bennett
4 7,652,888 01-26-2010 |Bohlinger et al.
5 7,685,904 03-30-2010 |Cutsforth
6 7,930,006 04-19-2011 |Neuetal.
7 8,167,127 05-01-2012 | Martin et al.
8 8,172,247 05-08-2012 |Weber et al.
9 8,267,418 09-18-2012 |Chuang
10 8,439,239 05-14-2013 |Lee, Michael F.
11 8,469,245 06-25-2013 | Gregory et al.
12 8,490,789 07-23-2013 |Lach et al.
13 8,708,151 04-29-2014 | Whitten et al.
14 8,800,763 08-12-2014 |Hale
15 8,830,663 09-09-2014 |Child et al.
16 8,936,222 01-20-2015 |Bastian et al.
17 9,185,953 11-17-2015 | Whitten et al.
18 9,243,739 01-26-2016 |Peters
19 9,383,774 07-05-2016 | Whitten et al.
20 9,402,016 07-26-2016 |Hidalgo
21 9,498,034 11-22-2016 | Whitten et al.
22 9,592,871 03-14-2017 | Whitten et al.
23 9,700,114 07-11-2017 | Whitten et al.
24 10,070,707 09-11-2018 | Whitten et al.
25 10,093,377 10-09-2018 |Whitten et al.
26 10,112,670 10-30-2018 | Whitten et al.
27 10,420,407 09-24-2019 | Whitten et al.
28 D564,754 03-25-2008 |Tages et al.
29 D606,738 12-29-2009 |Hofer et al.

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEM ENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unassigned
SHEET 2 OF 4 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C6

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Numper Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No. Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant Passages or
Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
30 D627,771 11-23-2010 |Smith et al.
31 D646,672 10-11-2011 | Fathollahi
32 D647,085 10-18-2011 |Chung et al.
33 D653,190 01-31-2012 |Richter, Harald
34 D654,043 02-14-2012 |Panet al.
35 D671,932 12-04-2012 |Azoulay
36 D685,363 07-02-2013 |Murchison et al.
37 D685,785 07-09-2013 |Seocet al.
38 D687,004 07-30-2013 |Behling
39 D697,060 01-07-2014 |Yang
40 D711,886 08-26-2014 |Kerawala et al.
41 D718,290 11-25-2014 | Whitten et al.
42 D725,119 03-24-2015 |Gaylord
43 D726,170 04-07-2015 |Ng
44 D726,732 04-14-2015 |Lay et al.
45 D739,857 09-29-2015 |Lay et al.
46 2002/0139822 A1 10-03-2002 |Infanti, James C.
47 2004/204169 A1 10-14-2004 |Goradesky, Harold A.
48 2006/0229740 10-12-2006 |Kreisel et al.
49 2007/0014120 A1 01-18-2007 |Kitamura, Satoshi
50 2007/0212931 A1 09-13-2007 |Livingston, Charles R.
51 2007/0221694 A1 09-27-2007 |Aguiliar et al.
52 2008/0023508 A1 01-31-2008 |Harchol
53 2008/0251512 A1 10-16-2008 | Griffin et al.
54 2008/314941 A1 12-25-2008 |Knych et al.
55 2010/0084527 A1 04-08-2010 |Lau et al.
56 2011/043086 A1 02-24-2011 |Cuietal.
57 2011/0143583 A1 06-16-2011 | Zilmer et al.
58 2011/0227735 A1 09-22-2011 |Fawcett et al.

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unassigned
SHEET 3 OF 4 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C6

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant Passages or
' Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
59 2012/0298820 A1 11-29-2012 | Manolidis
60 2013/0292270 A1 11-07-2013 |Lach et al.
61 2013/0292296 A1 11-07-2013 |Kang et al.
62 2014/0355200 A1 12-04-2014 |Thiers
63 2016/0192752 A1 07-07-2016 |Lach et al.
64 2017/0183052 A1 06-29-2017 |Whitten et al.
65 2018/0099714 A1 04-12-2018 | Whitten et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Examiner | Cite | Country Code-Number-Kind Date Name Where Relevant Passages T
Initials No. Code MM-DD-YYYY or Relevant Figures
Example: JP 1234567 A1 Appear
66 DE 20 2004 017 041 U1 03-03-2005 |Tsai, Shanq Ru
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the
Initials No. | tem (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), T
' publisher, city and/or country where published.
67 International Search Report and Wiritten Opinion re International Application No. PCT/US2013/021474
mailed on April 2, 2013, in 12 pages.
68 Bicio - GoRide — Bike Mount for iPhone 3G/3GS, http://www.bicio.com/GoRide_iphoneBikeMount.php,
accessed via web archive, dated November 29, 2011.
69 Bicio — GoRide Product page depicting an iPhone Bike Mount and Base Mount,
htiofenanw Bicle. comyeateqonv-hika phin, accessed via web archive, dated December 8, 2011.
70 Bicio — GoRide iPhone Bike Mount, o s bicio. comdGoRide ishoneBase. ghp, accessed via web
archive, dated April 16, 2011.
71 The Wallee — Features page depicting iPad hard case and wall plate, itig:dthewallee comdsite/aboul
(“features” tab), accessed via web archive, dated January 8, 2011.
79 The Wallee — Technical Specifications page depicting iPad hard case and wall plate,
hiteifthewalies comdsitefabout (tech specs” tab), accessed via web archive, dated January 8, 2011.
“The Wallee Wall Mount + Hard Case System for iPad”, The Gadgeteer (July 29, 2010), available at
73 £ By o s wn s IS VY AR o s i & - s e ry H o
Bindihe-gadoeteer.comy201 078728 hewalleeswallmouni-hard-case-system-ionipad)
74 |DONOVAN, THOMAS J., Letter to counsel for Applicant, December 8, 2017
75 The Wallee iPad C
s i comdd, in 89 pages.
Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEM ENT BY APPLICANT First Nlamed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unassigned
SHEET 4 OF 4 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C6

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the

Initials No. | tem (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), T
' publisher, city and/or country where published.
Welcome to iBikeMount.com — The Bike Mount Solution for iPho

.
D 1R BY

76 1y, in 20 pages.

77 DONOVAN, THOMAS J., Letter to counsel for Applicant, dated March 15, 2018, and accompanying
exhibits to letter

33969052

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.

367



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFSID: 41354855
Application Number: 17118371
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7153

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Customer Number:

20995

Filer: Josepher Li/Jim Nyenhuis
Filer Authorized By: Josepher Li
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C6
Receipt Date: 10-DEC-2020
Filing Date:
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

) ) Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C6
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor [1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
<] perr Whitten ]

Residence Information (Select One) e US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Jrvine State/Province | [cCA | Country of Residencd | IS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 6180 Scientific

Address 2

City | Irvine State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 92618 Countryi | us

Remove
Inventor 2

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

+|| Bemhard | eitner |
Resﬁience Information (Select One) (8 US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service -
City '\llission Viejo State/Province | [CA Country of Residencé | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 P7206 Via Escorial

Address 2

City | I\/Iission Viejo State/Province | ICA

Postal Code 92691 Countryi | |US

Inventor 3

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| Craig Erion |

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

EFS Web 2.2.13
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C6

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

City | L.emon Heights State/Province | [CA Country of Residencd | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 PO75 La Cuesta Dr.

Address 2

City | | emon Heights State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 92705 Countryi | |US

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number P0995
Email Address efiling@knobbe.com | AddEmail | |Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Attorney Docket Number| ROK.019C6 Small Entity Status Claimed [X]

Application Type Nonprovisional -
Subject Matter tility v
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 11 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c} and 37 CFR 1.57{a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this

reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). .
1

Application number of the previcusly Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country |
filed application

Publication Information:
[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Req uest Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

EFSWeb22.13
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

ROK.019C6

Application Number

Title of Invention

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One:

® Customer Number

US Patent Practitioner

O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number

P0995

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(¢c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.
When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
Continuation of ~| 16/149978 2018-10-02
Prior Application Status | [Patented
Application L Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
16/149978 Continuation of ~| [15/838933 2017-12-12 10093377 2018-10-09
Prior Application Status | Patented -
Application L Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[15/838933 Continuation of | [15/456276 2017-03-10 10112670 2018-10-30
Prior Application Status | Patented v
Application _ Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15/456276 Continuation of ~|| [15/188751 2016-06-21 9592871 P017-03-14
Prior Application Status | JPatented v
Application L Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15/188751 Continuation of ~| [14/260817 2014-04-24 09383774 P016-07-05

EFS Web 2.2.13
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

ROK.019C6

Application Number

Title of Invention

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

by selecting the Add button.

Prior Application Status | |Patented v
Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
14/260817 (Continuation of «| [13/593220 2012-08-23 8708151 2014-04-29
Prior Application Status | Expired - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[13/593220 [Claims benefit of provisional -] 61/585933 P012-01-12
Prior Application Status | [Expired -
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[13/593220 [Claims benefit of provisional ~| 61/653618 2012-05-31
Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form v

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.8.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When pricrity is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

Application Number

Countryi

Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

Remove

Access Codei (if applicable)

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the

Add button.

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition

Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March

[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

EFS Web 2.2.13
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BACKGROUND
Field

[0002] The invention relates generally to protective cases for handheld electronic
devices.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] Handheld and/ or portable electronic devices (e.g., digital media players,
phones, smartphones, tablet computers, handheld readers, and similar devices) are becoming
important and common tools. These tools are constantly in use, both at home and on the go.

[0004] However, with this frequency and variety of use comes the problem of
proper protection. Without proper protection, a device may become damaged due to being
dropped or by falling from an unsecured position. This damage may be permanent and cause

loss of data or information and high replacement costs.

SUMMARY

[0005] In at least one embodiment, the present application relates to a protective
system for a handheld electronic device that overcomes the shortcomings of the prior art
noted above.

[0006] In some embodiments, a protective system for a handheld electronic
device is disclosed. The protection system comprises a shell comprised of a rear wall, a
plurality of wall surfaces arranged to enclose a plurality of peripheral edges of a handheld
electronic device, and an outer surface. The rear wall further defines an attachment region
designed to receive an interlocking member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-
slip member. The attachment region comprises a first open space, an inner interlocking
surface and an outer interlocking surface, both the interlocking surfaces surrounding the first
open space, the inner interlocking surface being located above the plane of the outer surface
of the rear wall and wherein the inner and outer interlocking surfaces are radially offset to
provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plate having a plurality
of engaging members generally located at right angles, the engaging members being
configured to interact with the inner and outer interlocking surfaces such that in an
interlocked position each of the engaging members is disposed within the interlocking area.

The interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
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comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a small
diameter opening within a larger diameter opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-
slip material shaped to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a
circumferential groove dividing the non-slip member into a gripping surface and an interior
surface, the interior surface having a greater diameter than the gripping surface, the groove in
the non-slip member engaging with the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the
shell. The non-slip member further comprises an indentation on the interior surface designed
to incorporate a magnet.

[0007] 1. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space, a first interlocking surface and a second interlocking surface.
Both of the first and second interlocking surfaces surrounding at least a portion of the first
open space. The first and second interlocking surfaces are located behind the inner surface of
the rear wall with the first interlocking surface being located substantially in a first plane and
the second interlocking surface having at least a portion that extends substantially
perpendicular to the first plane. The first interlocking surface is circumferentially offset from
at least a portion of the second interlocking surface to provide an interlocking area. The
interlocking member comprises a plate portion having at least one engagement member that,
in use, is passed through the first open space and disposed within the interlocking area to
achieve an interlocked position between the interlocking member and the shell. The
interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space. The non-slip member has a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell. The non-slip

member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces the
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associated handheld electronic device. A magnet is received within the indentation of the
non-slip member.

[0008] 2. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of the handheld electronic device.

[0009] 3. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the non-slip member is disposed
outwardly of the outermost portion of the outer surface of the rear wall of the shell.

[0010] 4. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the mounting base further
comprises an adhesive layer that, in use, attaches to a mounting surface via adhesion.

[0011] 5. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the interlocked position is
achieved by rotation of the interlocking member within the attachment region.

[0012] 6. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space and a plurality of interlocking surface portions, and each of the
interlocking surface portions including a retaining surface and a stop surface that cooperate
to provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plurality of engaging
members, each of which are configured to interact with one of the plurality of interlocking
surface portions such that, in an interlocked position, each of the plurality of engaging
members is disposed within one of the plurality of interlocking areas. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell.

[0013] 7. The system of paragraph 6, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of a handheld electronic device.

[0014] 8. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising a magnet disposed

within the non-slip member.
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[0015] 9. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising at least one mounting
base attached to the interlocking member.

[0016] 10. The system of paragraph 9, wherein the mounting base comprises an
adhesive layer that allows the mounting base to be affixed to a surface through adhesion.

[0017] 11. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, which includes a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending in a first
direction from the rear wall, wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral
edges of an associated handheld electronic device. The rear wall comprises a first surface
facing in the first direction and a second surface facing in a second direction opposite the first
direction. The rear wall comprises an opening extending through the second surface. The
opening defines at least one shell interlock surface. The system also includes a mount having
at least one mount interlock surface, wherein, in use, a portion of the mount is passed through
the opening of the shell and the at least one shell interlock surface is engaged with the at least
one mount interlock surface to selectively couple the shell to the mount.

[0018] 12. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount comprises
an adhesive layer that permits the mount to be secured to a surface via adhesion.

[0019] 13. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount is a bike
mount that, in use, is mounted to a component of a bicycle.

[0020] 14. The protection system of paragraph 13, wherein the bike mount
comprises a cap portion that, in use, is secured to a steerer tube of the bicycle.

[0021] 15. The protection system of paragraph 14, further comprising an arm
portion that extends between the cap portion and the at least one mount interlock surface,

wherein the arm portion is rotatably adjustable relative to the cap portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0022] These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention
will now be described in connection with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, in
reference to the accompanying drawings. The illustrated embodiments, however, are merely
examples and are not intended to limit the invention.
[0023] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of protective system

for a handheld electronic device according to a preferred embodiment of the invention;
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[0024]
system;
[0025]
system;
[0026]
[0027]
[0028]

FIG. 2 is a view of the interior rear surface of a shell of the protective

FIG. 3 is a view of the exterior rear surface of a shell of the protective

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a shell of the protective system,;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a lower shell of the protective system;

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a

mounting member;

[0029]

non-slip member;

[0030]
[0031]
[0032]

FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of a non-slip member;
FIG. 8B is a second perspective view of a non-slip member;

FIG. 8C is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of a non-slip

member containing a rare-earth magnet and a magnet cover piece;

[0033]
[0034]

member;
[0035]
[0036]
[0037]

mount.

[0038]

FIG. 9A is a perspective view of a first side of an interlocking member;

FIG. 9B is a second perspective view of a second side of the interlocking

FIG. 9C is a perspective view of a mounting base; and
FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an assembled mounting member.

FIG. 11 is perspective view of the protective system secured to a bicycle

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is directed to certain specific

embodiments of the invention. However, the invention may be embodied in a multitude of

different ways as defined and covered by the claims.

[0039]

Embodiments of the invention can provide the features of a protection

system for a portable or handheld electronic device (hereinafter “handheld electronic

device”).

Some embodiments of the invention desirably may incorporate an attachment

region for attaching a removable mounting member preferably able to support the handheld

electronic device within the protection system and affix to a variety of surfaces.

Other

385



embodiments of the invention may also incorporate an anti-slip surface wherein a magnet is
disposed for attachment of the device to magnetic surfaces and slip prevention.

[0040] A preferred embodiment of the present invention comprises a shell for
rigidly securing and protecting a handheld electronic device. In a preferred embodiment, the
shell may be in multiple pieces for ease of assembly around a handheld electronic device.
The upper piece of the shell preferably provides an attachment region for a removable
mounting member that can attach to various solid surfaces, such as but not limited to a desk,
vehicle dashboard, mirror, etc. The shell preferably also incorporates an anti-slip insert in
which a magnet is disposed, allowing for magnetic adherence to surfaces without interfering
with the anti-slip benefit provided by the anti-slip insert. The shell preferably is formed
using a material that is generally rigid and lightweight, such as but not limited to an injection
molded polycarbonate or other suitable plastic material(s). Preferably, the shell comprises
rigid sidewalls that surround an entirety or portions of the peripheral edges of the device.
The sidewalls preferably are arranged to protect the device by absorbing incidental shock
forces and/or inhibiting or preventing direct contact between the device and another object.
The sidewalls also desirably contain various openings to allow access to the control buttons,
inputs, and outputs of the handheld electronic device. The rear surface of the shell is
preferably further designed with various openings to allow additional access to features of
the handheld electronic device that may be located on the rear of the device (such as a
camera) or to reduce the weight of the shell.

[0041] FIG. 1 depicts a preferred embodiment having certain features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention. In FIG.1, protection system 100 may include more,
fewer or different components than those shown. Protection system 100 includes a body or
shell that, in the illustrated arrangement, is comprised of an upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104. Protection system 100 is shown in two pieces to facilitate installation of the
protection system 100 on a handheld electronic device. Lower shell piece 104 is designed, in
one embodiment, to fit together with upper shell piece 102 preferably using an interlocking
or tab / slot attachment. However, in other arrangements, the upper shell piece 102 and
lower shell piece 104 could be secured together with other arrangements (e.g., mechanical
fasteners, such as screws) or could be portions of a unitary or single-piece shell in which

installation of the electronic device is accomplished through another method, such as by
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deformation of the side walls or other portions of the shell to pass over the electronic device.
Thus, references to the upper shell piece 102 or lower shell piece 104 herein are also
intended to refer to the entire shell of an integrated or unitary shell arrangement.

[0042] Upper shell piece 102 preferably includes an attachment region 106 for
attaching mounting member 108. The attachment region 106 contains an engagement
structure that allows the upper shell piece 102 and, thus, the protection system 100 to be
releasably attached the mounting member 108. A preferred engagement structure is
described in greater detail below. As shown in FIG. 1 and FIGS. 9A-C, mounting member
108 may be comprised of an interlocking member 902 and at least one mounting base 904.
As described further below and shown in Figure 6, the mounting member 108 can also
include one or more optional spacers, which could be similar or identical to the mounting
base 904. Upper shell piece 102 also preferably includes a non-slip region 110, which
includes a non-slip arrangement that enhances frictional engagement of protection system
100 with a surface on which the protection system 100 may be placed. In the illustrated
arrangement, the non-slip region 110 incorporates an opening or cavity in the protection
system 100 (e.g., the upper shell piece 102) into which non-slip member 112 may be
inserted. As depicted more clearly in FIG. 8C, non-slip member 112 may also preferably
comprise a rare earth magnet 802 in order to removably attach the handheld electronic device
contained within protection system 100 to a magnetic surface.

[0043] FIG. 1 further depicts a preferred embodiment of the invention further
comprising a lanyard 140, which may attach to protection system 100 to facilitate easy
carrying and transport of a handheld electronic device. For example, the lanyard 140 can be
looped through openings 142 and 144 on the upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104,
respectively. Additional accessories, not shown in FIG. 1, may be used with protection
system 100. For example, one accessory that may be used with protection system 100
includes a bike mount, one embodiment of which is shown in Figure 11. Another accessory
that may be used with protection system 100 includes a tripod (not shown), which can
support the protection system 100 and associated electronic device in a suitable position (e.g.,
portrait or landscape) preferably at an elevated position relative to a surface on which the
tripod rest to take photographs or video. The accessory can be coupled to the protection

system 100 via an interlocking arrangement the same as or similar to the mounting member
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108 or via other suitable arrangements, such as the same as or similar to the lanyard 140
arrangement. In addition to the lanyard 140, bike mount and tripod, other types of
accessories can also be provided, such as adjustable or non-adjustable stands, mounting or
securing clip arrangements, etc.

[0044] As shown in FIGS. 1-4, the assembled upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104 of the protection system 100 together define an interior region or space in
which a handheld electronic device may be enclosed. Each of the upper shell piece 102 and
the lower shell piece 104 has a rear wall portion 200 that defines an interior rear surface 202
positioned adjacent the back surface of an electronic device placed in the protection system
100. The upper shell piece 102 and the lower shell piece 104 also include at least one or a
plurality of enclosing edges to surround the sides of a handheld electronic device and provide
protection for the handheld electronic device. In the illustrated arrangement, the enclosing
edges are defined by a sidewall portion 150 that extends from the rear wall portion 200. The
illustrated sidewall portion 150 extends along an entire periphery of the rear wall portion
200. As described above, however, the sidewall portion 150 is not necessarily solid or
continuous, but can include one or more openings configured to allow access to controls or
other components or features of the handheld electronic device, or simply to reduce weight.
In alternative arrangements, the sidewall portion 150 can be constructed of one or several
distinct sidewall portions, such as four corner portions, for example. A forward wall portion
is spaced from the rear wall portion 200 by the sidewall portion 150. The forward wall
portion defines a forward interior surface that is positioned adjacent a forward surface of the
handheld electronic device placed in the protection system 100. In the illustrated
arrangement, the forward wall portion is defined by a lip 152 that extends in an inward
direction from the sidewall portion 150. Preferably, the lip 152 extends around the entire
periphery of the rear wall portion 200. However, in other arrangements, the lip 152 can
extend only around a portion of the periphery, which can be the same portion or a different
portion than the portion surrounded by the sidewall portion 150. As discussed above, the
upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104 can be unitarily-formed. Accordingly, the
sidewall portion 150 and/or lip 152 could be unitary, as well.

[0045] As more clearly illustrated in FIG. 2, upper shell piece 102 also preferably

includes an attachment region 106. The illustrated attachment region 106 defines an opening
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160 in the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102. As described above, attachment
region 106 is configured to allow attachment of mounting member 108 through an
interlocking attachment that selectively secures the shell 102 to the mounting member 108 an
inhibits or prevents removal in at least one direction. As pictured, attachment region 106
comprises at least one tab 162, each of which preferably defines two interlocking surfaces,
116 and 126. In the illustrated arrangement, the attachment region 106 includes four tabs
162; however, other numbers of tabs 162 could also be provided, such as two, three, five, six
or more tabs 162. Interlocking surface 116 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202
of upper shell piece 102, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed within a different plane
than that defined by interlocking surface 116. Preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is
perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interlocking surface 126. Preferably, the
interlocking surface 116 is perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interior rear
surface 202. The plane of interlocking surface 126 preferably is offset or disposed “below”
the plane defined by the interior rear surface 202 or towards the outer rear surface of upper
shell piece 102. In addition, preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is offset from at least a
portion of the interlocking surface 126 in a circumferential direction to provide a space 164
in which a portion (e.g., tab 912) of the interlocking member 902 may be inserted. The
opening 160 preferably also includes at least one access space 166 located beside or
circumferentially offset from the at least one tab 162. Preferably, the number of access
spaces 166 corresponds to the number of tabs 162. In the illustrated arrangement, four access
spaces 166 are provided; however, the number of access spaces 166 can vary in the same
manner as the number of tabs 162. Each of the tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 can
be inserted through one of the access spaces 166 and then turned to enter the space 164 and
rest against the interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 to form an attachment with upper shell
piece 102. Preferably, the access opening 166 is located on an opposite side of the
interlocking surface 126 from the interlocking surface 116. In the illustrated arrangement, a
circumferential dimension of the access opening 166 is smaller than a circumferential
dimension of the tab 162 and can be approximately one-half of the circumferential dimension
of the tab 162. The circumferential dimension of the space 164 is less than the
circumferential dimension of the tab 162 and can be approximately one-half of the

circumferential dimension of the tab 162. In the illustrated arrangement, the interlocking
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surface 116 is defined by a rib 168 that extends at least partially, and preferably entirely,
around the opening 160. Preferably, the opening 160 passes completely through the upper
shell piece 102 such that the surface of the associated electronic device is exposed through
the opening 160. Such an arrangement advantageously minimizes the overall thickness of
the protection system 100, while still providing the desired interlocking mount functionality.
In an alternative arrangement, however, a rear wall portion can be provided to define a closed
internal end of the opening 160, such that the rear wall portion is positioned in between the
interlocking mount and the associated electronic device. Such an arrangement may increase
the overall thickness of the protection system 100, but can also provide increased protection
to the associated electronic device.

[0046] The interior rear surface 202 preferably also includes a non-slip region
110 within which a non-slip arrangement can be provided. For example, a non-slip member
112 may be inserted within the non-slip region 110 of the protective device 100. As shown,
non-slip region 110 is comprised of a smaller opening 120 disposed within a larger opening
130. In the illustrated arrangement, the smaller opening 120 extends completely through the
rear wall portion 200 and the larger opening 130 extends partially through the rear wall
portion 200 from the interior rear surface 202. The recessed surface formed by the
disposition of smaller opening 120 within larger opening 130 forms an interference surface to
retain non-slip member 112 within the non-slip region 110. FIG. 2 shows one orientation of
attachment region 106 and non-slip region 110, though other embodiments may include
different orientations. A number of additional open spaces (generally 170) may be provided
in the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 for any of a number of reasons,
including providing access to rear-mounted features of a handheld electronic device such as a
camera, microphone, or speaker, or to reduce the weight of the protection system 100. Upper
shell piece 102 may further comprise one or more of recesses 204 configured to
accommodate one or more tabs 206 to facilitate attachment and retention of lower shell piece
104 to upper shell piece 102 to provide further protection for a handheld electronic device.
In the illustrated arrangement, a pair of recesses 204 are located on the rear wall portion 200
of the upper shell piece 102 and a pair of tabs 206 are located on the rear wall portion 200 of
the lower shell piece 104. However, in other arrangements, the recesses 204 and tabs 206

could be located elsewhere (e.g., sidewall 150 or front wall/lip 152) and/or could be provided
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in different numbers. In addition, the arrangement could be reversed such that the tabs 206
are provided on the upper shell piece 102 and the recesses 204 are provided on the lower
shell piece 104.

[0047] One embodiment of the exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102
is pictured in FIG. 3. The attachment region 106 as viewed from the rear of upper shell piece
102 is preferably disposed above or outwardly of the plane defined by at least a portion of the
exterior rear surface 302, which can be a peripheral portion. In a preferred embodiment, the
attachment region 106 has an opening 160 defined by a plurality of equally spaced radial
lobes or tabs 162 designed to correspond with the tabs 912 of an interlocking member 902,
more clearly viewed in FIGS. 9A and 9B. Mounting member 108 attaches to the exterior
rear surface 302 side of the rear wall portion 200 of the upper shell piece 102 of protection
system 100 preferably via an interlocking attachment. Once inserted, the tabs 912 of the
interlocking member 902 may then rotate until further rotation is prevented by the
interlocking surface 116, as seen in FIG. 2. After rotation, the tabs of interlocking member
902 will preferably be located adjacent to the interior side of interlocking surface 126 and
against the edge of interlocking surface 116, forming an interlocking connection which
preferably attaches mounting member 108 to the upper shell piece 102 of protection system
100.

[0048] Preferably, non-slip region 110 will also be disposed above the plane
defined by exterior rear surface 302, as seen in FIG. 3. In the illustrated arrangement, when
inserted, the non-slip member 112 will protrude outwardly as far as or further than any other
rearward surface portion of the protection system 100 such that the non-slip member 112 will
contact a surface upon which the protection system 100 is placed (assuming the surface is
relatively flat or otherwise appropriately shaped) to accomplish a non-slip function.
Therefore, when non-slip member 112 is disposed within non-slip region 110, the non-slip
surface will extend beyond at least the plane of exterior rear surface 302 to grip a surface and
provide a non-slip feature.

[0049] A perspective view of a preferred embodiment of upper shell piece 102 is
pictured in FIG. 4. In this view, the different surfaces of attachment region 106 are more
clearly visible. As described above with respect to FIG. 2, interlocking surface 116 is

disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 relative to the
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interlocking surface 126, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed “below” the plane
defined by interlocking surface 116, or towards the outer rear surface of upper shell piece
102. As is more clearly seen in FIG. 4, the interlocking surface 116 is circumferentially
offset from the access opening 166 to provide the space 164 in which an interlocking
member 902 may be inserted and then turned to form an attachment with upper shell piece
102. The rotation of the interlocking member 902 within attachment region 106 forms an
interlocking connection with the upper shell piece 102. This interlocking connection is
defined by the tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 passing without obstruction into the
defined areas (e.g., access openings 166) of attachment region 106 and then rotating against
the interior surface of interlocking surface 126 until the tabs of interlocking member 902 are
prevented from further rotation by encountering the interlocking surface 116. After rotation,
the interior-facing surfaces of the interlocking member 902 and the interlocking surface 116
preferably will be substantially within the same plane.

[0050] FIG. 4 also more clearly depicts a preferred embodiment of the non-slip
region 110 and openings 120 and 130. The smaller opening 120 is disposed within the larger
opening 130. A small lip or ridge 180 is formed by the overlap of the two openings because
the larger opening 130 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece
102. Preferably, this lip or ridge 180 is disposed beneath the plane of the interior rear surface
202. The flexible non-slip member 112, such as that described in greater detail below with
regard to FIGS. 8A-C, may be disposed within the non-slip region 110. An interior portion
of the non-slip member 112 preferably has a greater diameter than the smaller opening 120
but also has a diameter sized to fit within larger opening 130. When inserted into the non-
slip region 110, the larger diameter of the interior surface prevents the non-slip member 112
from falling out of the non-slip region 110. The smaller diameter of opening 120 will
substantially prevent the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110.
The opening 120 defined by the non-slip region 110 will therefore allow a portion of the non-
slip member 112 to contact a surface. The inclusion of the non-slip member 112 into
protection system 100 provides non-slip properties and benefits to the protection system 100,
such as preventing a handheld electronic device within the protection system from sliding off

a smooth surface such as a desk or counter. The non-slip member 112 can include a
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peripheral recess 182 that is configured to receive the lip 180 to more securely hold the non-
slip member 112 within the opening 120.

[0051] Lower shell piece 104 is shown in FIG. 5. In a preferred embodiment,
lower shell piece 104 comprises an interior surface and side surfaces that surround the lower
sides of a handheld electronic device to provide additional protection. Lower shell piece 104
preferably joins with upper shell piece 102 to provide protection around the sides and back of
a handheld electronic device. The lower shell piece 104 can contain one or more openings to
allow access to controls and ports on the handheld electronic device, such as a headphone
jack or microphone jack. Furthermore, lower shell piece 104 also preferably contains an
opening 190 to allow access to the charging area and/or microphone and speakers on the
handheld electronic device such that the handheld electronic device does not need to be
removed from protection system 102 in order to charge the device. FIG. 5 depicts only a
preferred embodiment of the invention and other openings not shown may be included.

[0052] FIG. 6 illustrates a cross section of upper shell piece 102 and mounting
member 108. In this figure, mounting member 108 is affixed to upper shell piece 102 in a
preferred embodiment. As shown in this figure, the mounting member 108 is affixed to the
rear surface of upper shell piece 102 within attachment region 106. Mounting member 108
extends out from the rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102 such that protection system
100 may be mounted on a solid surface without being flush against the solid surface. The
mounting member 108 depicted in the preferred embodiment is composed of two mounting
pieces (e.g., mounting bases 904) joined together, along with an interlocking member 902.
Mounting member 108 may be composed of greater or fewer mounting pieces joined
together, depending on how far a user desires to mount the handheld electronic device from a
solid surface. The interlocking member 902 of the mounting member 108 is joined to the
interlocking member 902 preferably via a screw 906, but other forms of attachment may be
used. The mounting bases 904 can be joined together by any suitable arrangement (e.g.,
snap-fit or mechanical fasteners) or the screw 906 could also hold the mounting bases 904
together in addition to securing the interlocking member 902 to the mounting base(s). If
desired, an optional adhesive layer 908 can be provided on the rearward surface of the
mounting member 108 to allow the mounting member 108 to be adhesively coupled to a

desired surface.
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[0053] A cross-sectional view of a preferred embodiment of protection system
100 containing non-slip member 112 is shown in FIG. 7. In the preferred embodiment
shown, the non-slip surface of non-slip member 112 extends in a rearward direction at least
as far and, preferably, beyond any other portion of exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell
piece 102 (and lower shell piece 104) in order to provide a gripping surface to prevent a
handheld electronic device from slipping on a solid surface. The non-slip member 112 also
preferably contains a magnetic member, such as a rare-earth magnet 802, as further described
below in regards to FIG. 8C. The magnet 802 is positioned or embedded within non-slip
member 112 in order to provide a means of attaching protection system 100 to a magnetic
surface without impacting the non-slip benefits provided by non-slip member 112 or
scratching the surface.

[0054] One preferred embodiment of a non-slip member 112 is shown in FIGS.
8A, 8B, and 8C. The non-slip member 112 is composed of a gripping outer surface shown in
FIG. 8B and an interior-facing surface, as shown in FIG. 8A. This figure depicts a generally
round or cylindrical indentation 192 into which a rare-earth magnet or other magnetic
material may be placed without interfering with the non-slip benefits provided by non-slip
member 112.

[0055] FIG. 8B depicts the exterior-facing surface of non-slip member 112. This
figure more clearly illustrates the larger diameter of the interior-facing surface of non-slip
member 112 versus the exterior-facing surface. These surfaces are separated by the groove
or recess 182, which interacts with the smaller opening 120 in upper shell piece 102, as
discussed above with regard to FIG. 4. As discussed above, the larger diameter of the
interior surface prevents the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110
because of interference between the larger diameter of the interior surface of non-slip
member 112 and the smaller diameter of opening 120. The exterior surface of non-slip
member 112 preferably has a ridged or roughened surface features in order to provide a
better gripping surface and prevent the protection system from slipping on a solid surface.
The exterior surface may also comprise different logos or other surface textures as desired.

[0056] The inclusion of rare-earth magnet 802 into non-slip member 112 is
shown in FIG. 8C. This figure illustrates that the rare-earth magnet is preferably inserted

into the indentation 192 on the interior surface of non-slip member 112. An optional cover
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piece 804 preferably made of the same material as non-slip member 112 can be placed on the
interior-facing side of the rare-earth magnet 802 to provide a buffer between the magnet and
the handheld electronic device within protection system 100.

[0057] FIGS. 9A-C illustrate one embodiment of the different components of
mounting member 108. As shown in FIG. 9A, interlocking member 902 has a plurality of
engaging members 912 located preferably at 90 degree intervals around the circumference of
the interlocking member 902. This surface of interlocking member 902 may also display a
logo or other information.

[0058] The connecting surface of interlocking member 902 is shown in FIG. 9B.
Interlocking member 902 is attached to at least one mounting base 904, shown in FIG. 9C,
preferably via a screw 906 (Figure 6) received within a boss 920 of the interlocking member
902. However, other means of attachment may be used to connect the interlocking member
902 to at least one mounting base 904. Preferably, the interlocking member 902 and the
mounting base 904 include complementary interference features that locate the interlocking
member 902 and mounting base 904 relative to one another in a rotational direction and
inhibit or prevent the relative rotation of the interlocking member 902 and the mounting base
904. In the illustrated arrangement, the interference features include a projection 922 and a
recess 924, which are generally rectangular in shape but could be other suitable shapes, as
well. The projection 922 is positioned on the interlocking member 902 and the recess 924 is
located on the mounting base 904; however, these positions could be reversed. The
projection 922 and recess 924 locate the interlocking member 902 such that the engaging
members or tabs 912 are located in a desirable position relative to corresponding projections
or feet 926 on the surface of the mounting base 904 that faces the interlocking member 902.
The feet 926 are circumferentially offset from the tabs 912 and contact the tabs 162 of the
upper shell piece 102 to provide a stop surface to the rotation of the upper shell piece 102 at a
properly aligned position relative to the mounting member 108 when assembled thereto. The
illustrated arrangement includes the same number of feet 926 as tabs 912; however, a lesser
number of feet 926 could also be used. The circumferential dimension of the feet 926 can be
configured such that the feet 926 contact an edge of the access opening 166 to provide some
amount of resistance to rotation of the upper shell piece 102 in a directing tending to remove

the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108 thereby inhibiting unintentional
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disconnection of the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108. If desired, active
locks could also be provided to prevent unintentional disconnection of the upper shell piece
102 from the mounting member 108.

[0059] FIG. 10 depicts one embodiment of an assembled mounting member 108
preferably comprised of two mounting bases 904 and an interlocking member 902. In other
embodiments, mounting member 108 may be further comprised of additional mounting bases
904 or a spacer, not shown, between the mounting bases.

[0060] The side of interlocking member 902 shown in FIGS. 9A and 10 is
inserted into the attachment region 106 formed by interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 by
aligning the tabs or engaging members 912 of interlocking member 902 with the access
openings 166 in the attachment region 106, as seen in FIG. 2. Preferably rotating or twisting
mounting member 108 in a clockwise direction results in the tabs or engaging members 912
of interlocking member 902 rotating behind or inside of interlocking surface 126 until further
rotational movement is stopped by interaction with interlocking surface 116. This rotational
movement of interlocking member 902 results in the rigid yet removable attachment of
mounting member 108 to protection system 100. Similarly, rotation or twisting of
interlocking member 902 in the opposite direction allows for removal of mounting member
108.

[0061] Attachment or detachment of protection system 100 from the mounting
member 108 occurs either through rotation of mounting member 108 (resulting in rotation of
interlocking member 902) or through rotation of the handheld electronic device within the
protection system 100, as when the mounting member 108 is securely attached to another
surface.

[0062] With reference to Figure 11, one accessory that may be used with
protection system 100 includes a bike mount 1100. The illustrated bike mount 1100 may be
mounted on or as a replacement of the top cap of a bicycle steering stem arrangement,
preferably using screw 1120. In particular, the bike mount piece 1110 preferably replaces the
top cap of a standard bicycle steering headset system and rests on the upper surface of the
front fork steerer tube or steering stem spacer. As is known, the top cap is utilized to adjust
a preload of the bearings in the bicycle steering headset system. Once the steering stem is

clamped to the steerer tube, the top cap is no longer providing any function. The present bike
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mount 1100 can replace the standard top cap. Preferably, the mount piece 1110 is adjustable
(e.g., rotatable) with respect to the bike mount attachment piece 1130. In particular, in the
illustrated arrangement, the bike mount attachment piece 1130 includes an arm portion that
extends from the mount piece 1110. The arm portion is rotatably coupled to the mount piece
1110 by a pivot assembly. The bike mount attachment piece 1130 may attach to the upper
shell piece 102 using the interlocking mounting arrangement discussed above.

[0063] Although this application discloses certain preferred embodiments and
examples, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the present inventions extend
beyond the specifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative embodiments and/or uses
of the invention and obvious modifications and equivalents thereof. Further, the various
features of these inventions can be used alone, or in combination with other features of these
inventions other than as expressly described above. While the disclosed embodiments are
primarily directed to a protection system for a handheld electronic device, aspects of the
invention may be used in connection with other types of protection systems. Thus, it is
intended that the scope of the present inventions herein disclosed should not be limited by the
particular disclosed embodiments described above, but should be determined only by a fair

reading of the claims that follow.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device;

wherein the rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer surface,
the rear wall defining an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member;

the attachment region comprising a first open space, a first interlocking
surface and a second interlocking surface, both of the first and second interlocking
surfaces surrounding at least a portion of the first open space, the first and second
interlocking surfaces being located behind the inner surface of the rear wall, the first
interlocking surface being located substantially in a first plane and the second
interlocking surface having at least a portion that extends substantially perpendicular
to the first plane, and wherein the first interlocking surface is circumferentially offset
from at least a portion of the second interlocking surface to provide an interlocking
area,

the interlocking member comprising a plate portion having at least one
engagement member that, in use, is passed through the first open space and disposed
within the interlocking area to achieve an interlocked position between the
interlocking member and the shell;

wherein the interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting
base;

wherein the non-slip region comprises a second open space and a recessed
surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;

wherein the non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that,
in use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell;

wherein the non-slip member further comprises an indentation within an
interior surface that, in use, faces the associated handheld electronic device; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the non-slip member.
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2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the shell further comprises at least one access
opening that allows access to control features of the handheld electronic device.

3. The system of Claim 1, wherein the non-slip member is disposed outwardly of
the outermost portion of the outer surface of the rear wall of the shell.

4. The system of Claim 1, wherein the mounting base further comprises an
adhesive layer that, in use, attaches to a mounting surface via adhesion.

5. The system of Claim 1, wherein the interlocked position is achieved by
rotation of the interlocking member within the attachment region.

6. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device;

wherein the rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer surface,
the rear wall defining an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member;

wherein the attachment region comprises a first open space and a plurality of
interlocking surface portions, each of the interlocking surface portions including a
retaining surface and a stop surface that cooperate to provide an interlocking area;

wherein the interlocking member comprises a plurality of engaging members,
each of the engaging members being configured to interact with one of the plurality
of interlocking surface portions such that, in an interlocked position, each of the
plurality of engaging members is disposed within one of the plurality of interlocking
areas;

wherein the non-slip region comprises a second open space and a recessed
surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening; and

wherein the non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that,
in use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell.

7. The system of Claim 6, wherein the shell further comprises at least one access

opening that allows access to control features of a handheld electronic device.
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8. The system of Claim 6, further comprising a magnet disposed within the non-
slip member.

9. The system of Claim 6, further comprising at least one mounting base
attached to the interlocking member.

10. The system of Claim 9, wherein the mounting base comprises an adhesive
layer that allows the mounting base to be affixed to a surface through adhesion.

11. A protection system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending in a first direction
from the rear wall, wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral
edges of an associated handheld electronic device, the rear wall comprising a first
surface facing in the first direction and a second surface facing in a second direction
opposite the first direction;

wherein the rear wall comprises an opening extending through the second
surface, the opening defining at least one shell interlock surface;

a mount having at least one mount interlock surface, wherein, in use, a portion
of the mount is passed through the opening of the shell and the at least one shell
interlock surface is engaged with the at least one mount interlock surface to
selectively couple the shell to the mount.

12.  The protection system of Claim 11, wherein the mount comprises an adhesive
layer that permits the mount to be secured to a surface via adhesion.

13.  The protection system of Claim 11, wherein the mount is a bike mount that, in
use, is mounted to a component of a bicycle.

14.  The protection system of Claim 13, wherein the bike mount comprises a cap
portion that, in use, is secured to a steerer tube of the bicycle.

15. The protection system of Claim 14, further comprising an arm portion that
extends between the cap portion and the at least one mount interlock surface, wherein the

arm portion is rotatably adjustable relative to the cap portion.
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CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A protective case for a handheld electronic device is provided. The protective case
can include a removable mounting system comprised of an interlocking member and a
plurality of mounting bases. The protective case may further include a non-slip member to
prevent the device from slipping on a surface and a magnet for attaching the device to a

magnetic surface.
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