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AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.312

Mail Stop Issue Fee
Commissioner for Patents
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Dear Commissioner:

The present amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.312 is being filed in response to the Notice
of Allowance and Examiner’s Amendment dated August 8, 2018, in connection with the above-
identified application. This amendment is being timely filed concurrently with payment of the
Issue Fee. Applicant respectfully requests the amendment be entered prior to issuance of a patent

on the above-identified application.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2

of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper. OK TO ENTER: /R.C/
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Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

REMARKS
The foregoing amendments to Claims 5, 8, and 10 are in response to the Notice of
Allowance and Examiner’s Amendment dated August 8, 2018. No new matter has been added.
Applicant respectfully requests the amendments listed above be entered prior to issuance of a

patent on the above-identified application.

Allowed Claims

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that Claims 1-12 and 14 are allowed.

Amendments

In the Examiner’s Amendment, the Examiner amended the limitation “flexible member”
in Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, and 12 to recite “flexible non-slip member.” See Notice of Allowance at
pp- 2-4. However, Claims 5 and 10, which depend from Claims 1 and 8 respectively, also
contain the limitation “flexible member,” and it appears the Examiner inadvertently failed to
amend Claims 5 and 10 in similar fashion. Accordingly, for consistency, in each of Claims 5 and
10, Applicant has amended the limitation “flexible member” to recite “flexible non-slip
member.”

In addition, Claim 8, as shown in the Examiner’s Amendment, contains a PTO-
introduced error. In particular, the second to last paragraph of Claim 8 shows two recitations of
“a magnetic surface.” See Notice of Allowance at p. 4. As shown in Applicant’s Amendment
dated June 21, 2018, Claim 8 should only contain one recitation of “a magnetic surface” in the
second to last paragraph of the claim. The amendment listed above corrects this PTO-introduced
error.

If any questions or issues remain, the Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the

undersigned attorney at the number provided below.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this

application that previously pending claims are not patentable over the cited references. Rather,

-5-
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Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

any alterations or characterizations are being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this
application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other
broader or narrower claims that capture any subject matter supported by the present disclosure,
including subject matter found to be specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution.
Accordingly, reviewers of this or any parent, child or related prosecution history shall not
reasonably infer that Applicant has made any disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter
supported by the present application.

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: August 21, 2018 By:_/Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(949) 760-0404

28875834
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Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
Please amend the claims as set forth in the following listing of claims. In the claim
amendments below, deletions are shown by strikethreugh or enclosure in [[double
brackets]], and additions are underlined.
The amendments below are relative to the claims as they appear after the

Examiner’s Amendment dated August 8, 2018.

1. (Previously Presented) A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a

rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side

portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of

a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region designed to
receive a flexible non-slip member, the attachment region comprising an open space and

a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;

wherein the flexible non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the open space, the flexible non-slip member having a peripheral groove that
engages the recessed surface to removably couple the flexible non-slip member to the
case, wherein the flexible non-slip member further comprises an indentation within an
interior surface that, in use, faces the electronic device; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member.

2. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

3. (Previously Presented) The case system of Claim 2, wherein the cover piece is
made of the same material as the flexible non-slip member.

4. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

12



Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

5. (Currently Amended) The case system of Claim 1, wherein at least a portion of
the flexible non-slip member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the
case.

6. (Previously Presented) The case system of Claim 1, wherein the flexible non-slip
member comprises a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of
the system with a surface on which the system is placed.

7. (Previously Presented) The case system of Claim 6, wherein the frictional
gripping exterior surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

8. (Currently Amended) A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a

rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side

portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of

a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region;

a flexible non-slip member positioned within the attachment region; and

a magnet received within an indentation of the flexible non-slip member;

wherein, in use, the magnet allows the case to be removably coupled to-a-magnetie
surfaee a magnetic surface;

wherein an exterior surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises frictional
gripping surface features that enhance frictional engagement of the system with the
magnetic surface.

9. (Original) The case system of Claim 8, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

10. (Currently Amended) The case system of Claim 9, wherein the cover piece is
made of the same material as the flexible non-slip member.

11. (Original) The case system of Claim 8, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

13



Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

12. (Previously Presented) The case system of Claim 8, wherein at least a portion of
the flexible non-slip member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the
case.

13. (Canceled)

14. (Previously Presented) The case system of Claim 8, wherein the frictional
gripping surface features comprise ridges.

15. (Canceled)

16. (Canceled)

14
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

20995 7590 08/08/2018 | EXAMINER |
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DATE MAILED: 08/08/2018

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

15/838,933 12/12/2017 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C4 2895
TITLE OF INVENTION: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0 $0 $500 11/08/2018

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 15



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE

Commlssmner for Patents

P.O.Box 1

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
ppropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
1cated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

malntenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

20995 7590 08/08/2018 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
2040 MAIN STREET addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.
FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614 (Depostors pome)
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
15/838,933 12/12/2017 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C4 2895

TITLE OF INVENTION: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

| APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0 $0 $500 11/08/2018

| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |

COLLINS, RAVEN 3788 206-320000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1.363).

| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

[ "Eee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list
1

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 2

registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ ndividuat Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)

[ Issue Fee
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted)
[ Advance Order - # of Copies

[ A check is enclosed.
| Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

(1 The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature

Date

Typed or printed name

Registration No.

PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.Uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NoO. |
15/838,933 12/12/2017 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C4 2895
20995 7590 08/08/2018 | EXAMINER |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP COLLINS, RAVEN
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR [ axrowm PAPERNUMBER |
IRVINE, CA 92614 3788

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DATE MAILED: 08/08/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
15/838,933 WHITTEN ET AL.
H i i i AlA (First Inventor to File)
Notice of Allowability E’/:j/"E“,\fler OLLINS Q;gg"“ Statue
No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWARBILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X This communication is responsive to 06/21/2018.
OA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-12 and 14. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information,
please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[dJ Al b)[JSome *c)[] None of the:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date ______.
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).
6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [X] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [] Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. ] Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/RAVEN COLLINS/ /Anthony Stashick/
Examiner, Art Unit 3788 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3788

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180802
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Application/Control Number: 15/838,933 Page 2
Art Unit: 3788

1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AlA first to invent provisions.
EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT
2. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or

additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the
payment of the issue fee.
Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in an interview with Josepher Li
on Thursday August 2, 2018.
The application has been amended as follows:
Replaced Claim 1 as such:

1. A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device and
retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a rear
portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side portion
extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom,

left and right sides of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region designed to receive a
flexible non-slip member, the attachment region comprising an open space and a recessed

surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;
wherein the flexible non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit within

the open space, the flexible non-slip member having a peripheral groove that engages the

recessed surface to removably couple the flexible non-slip member to the case, wherein the
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Application/Control Number: 15/838,933 Page 3
Art Unit: 3788

flexible non-slip member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use,

faces the electronic device; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible non-slip member.

Replaced Claim 3 as such:
3. The case system of Claim 2, wherein the cover piece is made of the same

material as the flexible non-slip member.

Replaced Claim 6 as such:
6. The case system of Claim 1, wherein the flexible non-slip member comprises
a frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the system

with a surface on which the system is placed.

Replaced Claim 7 as such:
7. The case system of Claim 6, wherein the frictional gripping exterior surface of

the flexible non-slip member comprises roughened surface features.

Replaced Claim 8 as such:

8. A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device and retain the
electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a rear portion that is
positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side portion extending from the rear
portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of

the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region; a flexible non-slip member

positioned within the attachment region; and a magnet received within an indentation of the
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Art Unit: 3788

flexible non-slip member; wherein, in use, the magnet allows the case to be removably coupled

to a magnetic surface a magnetic surface;

wherein an exterior surface of the flexible non-slip member comprises frictional gripping surface

features that enhance frictional engagement of the system with the magnetic surface.

Replaced Claim 12 as such:
12. The case system of Claim 8§, wherein at least a portion of the flexible non-slip

member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case.

Deleted claims 15 and 16

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30 EST.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 15/838,933 Page 5
Art Unit: 3788

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3788

/Anthony Stashick/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3788
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NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)
Jeff Whitten, Irvine, CA;
Bernhard Leitner, Mission Viejo, CA;
Craig Erion, Lemon Heights, CA;
Applicant(s)
ROKFORM IP LLGC, Irvine, CA;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 20995

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 15/456,276 03/10/2017
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which is a CON of 14/260,817 04/24/2014 PAT 9383774
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Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/03/2018

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/838,933

Projected Publication Date: Not Applicable
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Preliminary Class
206
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
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No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
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SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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ROK.019C4 PATENT
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

First Inventor : Jeff Whitten

App. No. : 15/838,933

Filed . December 12, 2017

For : CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR
HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Examiner . Collins, Raven

Art Unit . 3788

Conf. No. ;2895

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action dated February 22, 2018, Applicant respectfully submits

the following comments in connection with the above-identified application.

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.
Summary of Interview begins on page 5 of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
Please amend the claims as set forth in the following listing of claims. In the claim
amendments below, deletions are shown by strikethreugh or enclosure in [[double

brackets]], and additions are underlined.

1. (Currently Amended) A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a

rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side

portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of

a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region designed to

receive a flexible member, the attachment region comprising an open space and a

recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;

wherein the flexible member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit within
the open space, the flexible member having a peripheral groove that engages the recessed
surface to removably couple the flexible member to the case, wherein the flexible
member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces the
electronic device; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible member.

2. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

3. (Original) The case system of Claim 2, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible member.

4. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

5. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the flexible

member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case.
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6. (Original) The case system of Claim 1, wherein the flexible member comprises a
frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the system with a
surface on which the system is placed.

7. (Original) The case system of Claim 6, wherein the frictional gripping exterior
surface of the flexible member comprises roughened surface features.

8. (Currently Amended) A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device

and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a

rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side

portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of

a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region;

a flexible member positioned within the attachment region; and

a magnet received within an indentation of the flexible member;

wherein, in use, the magnet allows the case to be removably coupled to-a+ragretie

surface a magnetic surface:

wherein an exterior surface of the flexible member comprises frictional gripping

surface features that enhance frictional engagement of the system with the magnetic

surface.

9. (Original) The case system of Claim 8, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

10. (Original) The case system of Claim 9, wherein the cover piece is made of the
same material as the flexible member.

11. (Original) The case system of Claim 8, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

12. (Original) The case system of Claim 8, wherein at least a portion of the flexible
member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case.

13. (Canceled)
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14. (Currently Amended) The case system of Claim 8-Clasm13, wherein the frictional
gripping surface features comprise ridges.
15. (Currently Amended) A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,
comprising:
a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device
and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a
rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side
portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of
a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic device;
wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region having an
open space with a perimeter, the perimeter of the open space defined by a single piece of
material of the rear portion of the case;

a gripping member comprising a gripping material positioned within the

attachment region: and

a magnetic material received within_an indentation of the gripping member-the

open-5pace,
wherein, in use, the magnetic material allows the case to be removably coupled to
a cooperating magnetically attractive material.
16. (Original) The case system of Claim 15, further comprising a cover piece adjacent
an inner surface of the magnetic material that, in use, is located between the magnetic material

and the electronic device.
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Application No.:  15/838,933
Filing Date: December 12, 2017

SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW

Attendees, Date and Type of Interview

The interview was conducted on May 30, 2018 and attended by Examiner Raven Collins
and Applicant’s representatives Curtiss C. Dosier (Reg. No. 46,670) and Josepher Li (Reg. No.
74,998).

Exhibits and/or Demonstrations

None.

Identification of Claims Discussed

Claims 1 and 15.

Identification of Cited/Disclosed Art Discussed
Harchol (US 2008/0023508)

Proposed Amendments

Substantially as shown herein.

Principal Arguments and Other Matters

Applicant indicated that the proposed amendments define over the cited art.

Results of Interview

Agreement was reached that the proposed amendments appear to define over the cited art.
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REMARKS
Introduction
In response to the Office Action dated February 22, 2018, Applicant respectfully requests
the Examiner reconsider the above-captioned application in view of the foregoing amendments
and the following remarks. As a result of the amendments listed above, Claims 1, 8, 14, and 15
have been amended and Claim 13 has been canceled. Claims 1-12 and 14-16 are pending for

consideration.
Interview
Applicant thanks the Examiner for her time during the interview and for the opportunity

to discuss the present application.

Allowable Subject Matter

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that Claims 2, 3, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14, and 16 are
objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in

independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102
Claims 8, 12, and 15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by
Harchol (US 2008/0023508).

Claim 8

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the rejection of Claim 8. Nevertheless, in an effort
to expedite allowance, Applicant has amended Claim 8 and respectfully submits that Claim 8, as
amended, is allowable. In particular, Claim 8 has been amended to include the limitations of
allowable Claim 13 and Claim 13 has been canceled. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully
requests reconsideration and allowance.
Claim 12

Claim 12 depends from Claim 8 and is allowable for at least the same reasons Claim 8 is

allowable in addition to being allowable on its own merits.
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Claim 15

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the rejection of Claim 15. Nevertheless, in an effort
to expedite allowance, Applicant has amended Claim 15 and respectfully submits that Claim 15,
as amended, is allowable. As amended, Claim 15 recites a mountable case system for a handheld
electronic device, comprising, in combination with other limitations, “an attachment region
having an open space with a perimeter, the perimeter of the open space defined by a single piece
of material of the rear portion of the case; a gripping member comprising a gripping material
positioned within the attachment region; and a magnetic material received within an indentation
of the gripping member[.]” Harchol fails to teach or suggest at least these limitations.
Accordingly, Claim 15 is allowable because the cited art fails to teach or suggest each and every

limitation of the claim. Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103

Claims 1, 5, and 6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over
Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2008/0251212). Claim 4 stands rejected
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of
Griffin (US 2008/0251212) in view of Fawcett (US 2011/0227735). Claim 11 stands rejected
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of
Fawcett (US 2011/0227735).

Claim 1

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the rejection of Claim 1. Nevertheless, in an effort
to expedite allowance, Applicant has amended Claim 1 and respectfully submits that Claim 1, as
amended, is allowable. As amended, Claim 1 recites a mountable case system for a handheld
electronic device, comprising, in combination with other limitations, “an attachment region
designed to receive a flexible member, the attachment region comprising an open space and a
recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening; wherein
the flexible member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit within the open space, the
flexible member having a peripheral groove that engages the recessed surface to removably
couple the flexible member to the case, wherein the flexible member further comprises an

indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces the electronic device[.]” (emphasis

-
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added.) Harchol and Griffin, alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest at least these
limitations. Accordingly, Claim 1 is allowable because the cited art fails to teach or suggest each
and every limitation of the claim. Reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested.

Claims 4-6 and 11

Claims 4-6 depend from Claim 1 and are allowable for at least the same reasons Claim 1
is allowable in addition to being allowable on their own merits.
Claim 11 depends from Claim 8 and is allowable for at least the same reasons Claim 8 is

allowable in addition to being allowable on its own merits.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this
application that previously pending claims are not patentable over the cited references. Rather,
any alterations or characterizations are being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this
application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other
broader or narrower claims that capture any subject matter supported by the present disclosure,
including subject matter found to be specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution.
Accordingly, reviewers of this or any parent, child or related prosecution history shall not
reasonably infer that Applicant has made any disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter

supported by the present application.
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Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: June 21, 2018 By:_/Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(949) 760-0404

27688842

55



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

15838933

Filing Date:

12-Dec-2017

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Filer: Josepher Li/Paul Peng
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C4
Filed as Small Entity
Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC111(a)
.. . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:

56




.. . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Extension - 1 month with $0 paid 2251 1 100 100
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 100

57




Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 32966680
Application Number: 15838933
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2895

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Customer Number:

20995

Filer: Josepher Li/Daniela Lopez
Filer Authorized By: Josepher Li
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C4
Receipt Date: 21-JUN-2018
Filing Date: 12-DEC-2017
Time Stamp: 16:27:40

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $100

RAM confirmation Number

062218INTEFSW 16280600

Deposit Account

111410

Authorized User

Daniela Lopez

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.16 {National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)

58




File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
54355
1 Amend_Response.pdf yes 9
2fe1086405020a7cd890cf13a4041039fba4,
57ce
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Amendment/Req. Reconsideration-After Non-Final Reject 1 1
2 4
Applicant summary of interview with examiner 5 5
Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 6 9
Warnings:
Information:
30844
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
e338e6c9a46a102638a7¢706791745e99¢h|
53514
Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):

85199

59



This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

60




Docket No.: ROK.019C4 Page 1 of 2
EFS Doc. Desc.: Request under 37 CFR 1.46(c) to correct, update or change the applicant.

Please Direct All Correspondence to Customer Number 20995

REQUEST TO CORRECT OR CHANGE APPLICANT FOR PATENT

Inventor . Jeff Whitten

App. No . 15/838933

Filed . December 12, 2017

For : CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR
HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Examiner . Collins, Raven

Art Unit : 3788

Conf. No.: : 2895

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:
This request to correct the name of the Applicant is being made to update a Non-Inventor

Applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. Accordingly pursuant to 37 CFR 1.46(c)(2), this Request is

accompanied by:
1. An Application Data Sheet outlining changes being made to the designation of
Applicant; and
2. Statement Under 3.73 identifying the complete chain of title to the current Non-

Inventor Applicant.
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Docket No.: ROK.019C4 June 18, 2018
App. No.: 15/838933 Page 2 of 2
Please Direct All Correspondence to Customer Number 20995

No fee is believed to be due, however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any

fee associated with this request, or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

Dated: June 18, 2018 By: /Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Registered Practitioner
Customer No. 20995
(949) 760-0404

28515162
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APPLICATION DATA SHEET
Application Information
Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title:

Attorney Docket Number:

Correspondence Information

15/838933

December 12, 2017

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD
ELECTRONIC DEVICE

ROK.019C4

Correspondence Customer Number: 20995

Phone Number: (949) 760-0404
Fax Number: (949) 760-9502
E-Mail Address: efiling@knobbe.com

Representative Information

Representative Customer Number: 20995

Applicant Information
Applicant Name:
Street:

City:

State or Province:
Country:

Postal or Zip Code:

ROKEORMLLC ROKFORM IP LLC
16180 Scientific

Irvine
CA

us
92618

1 15/838933 Filed: December 12, 2017
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Dated: June 18, 2018 By: /Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Registered Practitioner
Customer No. 20995
(949) 760-0404

28515195

2 15/838933 Filed: December 12, 2017
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STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)
ROKFORM IP LLC

Application No./Patent No.: _19/838933 Filed/Issue Date: D&cember 12, 2017
Titleq: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

ROKFORM IP LLC _ g corporation

Applicant/Patent Owner:

(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.)
states that, for the patent application/patent identified above, it is (choose one of options 1, 2, 3 or 4 below):
1. |:] The assignee of the entire right, title, and interest.

2. |:| An assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest (check applicable box):

|_| The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %. Additional Statement(s) by the owners
holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for 100% of the ownership interest.

|:] There are unspecified percentages of ownership. The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire
right, title and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

3. |:| The assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made).
The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire right, title, and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

4. |:| The recipient, via a court proceeding or the like (e.g., bankruptcy, probate), of an undivided interest in the entirety (a
complete transfer of ownership interest was made). The certified document(s) showing the transfer is attached.

The interest identified in option 1, 2 or 3 above (not option 4) is evidenced by either (choose one of options A or B below):

A. An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Ree| 042062 , Frame 0088 , or for which a copy
thereof is attached.

B. D A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows:

1. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
2. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
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of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/AIA/96 (08-12)

Approved for use through 01/31/2013. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)

3. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel _ ~~ ,Frame__ , orforwhich a copy thereof is attached.
4. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel _ ~~ ,Frame__ , orforwhich a copy thereof is attached.
5. From: To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
6. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

|:| Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s).

|:| As required by 37 CFR 3.73(c)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the
assignee was, or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment
Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.

/Josepher Li/ June 18,2018
Signature Date

Josepher Li 74,998

Printed or Typed Name Title or Registration Number

[Page 2 of 2]
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35
U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the
information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related
to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings
or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is
required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the
course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required
to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under
authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA
regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the
public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to
public inspection or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNDER SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND
DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

APRIL 20, 2017
PTAS

2040 VATN STREET 504327978

14TH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
NOTICE OF RECORDATION OF ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENT

THE ENCLOSED DOCUMENT HAS BEEN RECORDED BY THE ASSIGNMENT RECORDATION BRANCH
OF THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. A COMPLETE COPY IS AVAILABLE AT THE
ASSIGNMENT SEARCH ROOM ON THE REEL AND FRAME NUMBER REFERENCED BELOW.

PLEASE REVIEW ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS NOTICE. THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED ON THIS RECORDATION NOTICE REFLECTS THE DATA PRESENT IN THE PATENT
AND TRADEMARK ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM. IF YOU SHOULD FIND ANY ERRORS OR HAVE
QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS NOTICE, YOU MAY CONTACT THE ASSIGNMENT RECORDATION
BRANCH AT 571-272-3350. PLEASE SEND REQUEST FOR CORRECTION TO: U.S. PATENT
AND TRADEMARK OFFICE, MAIL STOP: ASSIGNMENT RECORDATION BRANCH, P.O. BOX
1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313.

RECORDATION DATE: 04/19/2017 REEL/FRAME: 042062/0088
NUMBER OF PAGES: 5

BRIEF: ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNORS INTEREST (SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS) .
DOCKET NUMBER: ROK.O000GEN

ASSIGNOR:
ROKFORM LLC DOC DATE: 04/19/2017

ASSIGNEE:
ROKFORM IP LLC
16180 SCIENTIFIC WAY
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92618

APPLICATION NUMBER: 13593220 FILING DATE: 08/23/2012
PATENT NUMBER: 8708151 ISSUE DATE: 04/29/2014
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 14120319 FILING DATE: 05/14/2014
PATENT NUMBER: 9185953 ISSUE DATE: 11/17/2015
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 14260817 FILING DATE: 04/24/2014
PATENT NUMBER: 9383774 ISSUE DATE: 07/05/2016
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virgiréig 22313-1450 - WWW.USPTO.GOV



042062/0088 PAGE 2

APPLICATION NUMBER: 14939231 FILING DATE: 11/12/2015
PATENT NUMBER: 9498034 ISSUE DATE: 11/22/2016
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 15188751 FILING DATE: 06/21/2016
PATENT NUMBER: 9592871 ISSUE DATE: 03/14/2017
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 15356346 FILING DATE: 11/18/2016
PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE:
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 15456276 FILING DATE: 03/10/2017
PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE:
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 29423536 FILING DATE: 06/01/2012
PATENT NUMBER: D718290 ISSUE DATE: 11/25/2014
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT SET FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 29509589 FILING DATE: 11/19/2014
PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE:
TITLE: CASE FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

APPLICATION NUMBER: 62440066 FILING DATE: 12/29/2016
PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE:
TITLE: CASE AND MOUNT FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

ASSIGNMENT RECORDATION BRANCH
PUBLIC RECORDS DIVISION
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504327978 04/19/2017

PATENT ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET

Electronic Version v1.1
Stylesheet Version v1.2

EPAS ID: PAT4374664

SUBMISSION TYPE:

NEW ASSIGNMENT

NATURE OF CONVEYANCE: ASSIGNMENT
CONVEYING PARTY DATA
Name Execution Date
ROKFORM LLC 04/19/2017
RECEIVING PARTY DATA
Name: ROKFORM IP LLC
Street Address: 16180 SCIENTIFIC WAY
City: IRVINE
State/Country: CALIFORNIA
Postal Code: 92618
PROPERTY NUMBERS Total: 10
Property Type Number
Patent Number: 8708151
Patent Number: 9383774
Patent Number: 9592871
Application Number: 15456276
Patent Number: D718290
Application Number: 29509589
Patent Number: 9185953
Patent Number: 9498034
Application Number: 15356346
Application Number: 62440066

CORRESPONDENCE DATA
Fax Number:

Phone:

Email:
Correspondent Name:
Address Line 1:
Address Line 2:
Address Line 4:

(949)760-9502

(949)760-0404
efiling@knobbe.com

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP
2040 MAIN STREET

14TH FLOOR

IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92614

Correspondence will be sent to the e-mail address first; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent
using a fax number, if provided; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent via US Mail.

ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER: ROK.000GEN
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 32929886
Application Number: 15838933
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2895

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Customer Number:

20995

Filer:

Curtiss C. Dosier/Gustavo Lopez

Filer Authorized By:

Curtiss C. Dosier

Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C4
Receipt Date: 19-JUN-2018
Filing Date: 12-DEC-2017
Time Stamp: 13:46:15

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Size( B){tes)/ Multl- 'Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
237283
1 Power of Attorney 019C4POA pdf no 2
b5ffo673c8e69d0444b48e06431eeelc2d

7b9cd

Warnings:
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Information:

305566

2 019C4CorrApp.pdf yes 10

d8bf26149fb63bd 520b2bb0bddce5984b0
31b47b

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description

Document Description Start End
Request for Corrected Filing Receipt 1 2
Application Data Sheet 3 4
Assignee showing of ownership per 37 CFR 3.73 5 10
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes): 542849

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Doc Code: PA..
PTO/AIASZA (B7-13)

Document Description: Power of Altorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMS 06510036
U5, Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Papermwork Reduction Act of 1685, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displgys a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attomey by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/S2E) 1o identify the application 1o which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. if neither form PTO/AIA/BZA nor form PTO/AIASZE identifies the application to which the Power of Altorney is
directed, the Power of Attorney will not Be recognized in the application.

Application Number 15/838933

Filing Date December 12, 2017

First Named Inventor Whitten, Jeff

Title CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Art Unit 3788

Examiner Name @@EEE{’ES, Raven

Attorney Docket Number | ROK 019C4

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Signature fiﬁﬁe@hef LE! Date (Optional Jijﬂe ?83 2{’}18

Name Josepher Li Se@if}”aﬁ@ﬂ 74,998
amper

Title (if Applicantis a
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity)

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If
more than one applicant, use muliiple forms.

*Total of forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes 1o complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitling the completed
application form 1o the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any commenis on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S, Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ARDRESS. SEND T0: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1480, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-8199 and select aption 2.
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Doc Code: PA..

o PTO/AIA/BZE (07-13)
Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018, OMB 0651-0035

U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1895, no persons are required to respond 1o a collection of information unless it displays a vahd CMBE control number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY AP_E’PLECANT

| hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in either the attached fransmittal letter or
the boxes below.

Application Number Filing Date

{Note: The boxes above may be left blank if information is provided on form PTO/AIA/BZAL)

[Vf i I hereby appoint the Patent Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and

to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewﬁh for the appii_s_:_;ation referenced in
the attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above;

OR §20995

D | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named in the attached list (form PTO/AIA/82C) as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and to transact

all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the
attached transmittal Eetter {form PTO/AEA/SQA) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTQ/AIA/B2C.)

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached transmittal
letter or the boxes above to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number
~ OR

[:] The address associated with Customer Number: |
OR ’

D Firm or
! individual Name

VVVVV I”State i l } Zip !

' Telephone | ' I { Email I

i am the Apphcant {if the Applicant is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name in the box):

Rokform IP LLC

{:I Inventor or Joint Inventor (litle not required below)

[3 Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (litle not required below)

Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer’s title if applicant is a juristic entity)

D Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a pemaon under 37 CFR 1.48(b)(2) was granted in the
application aris conturfontly being flsd with this dacument) (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity)

SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent

5 § authorized to act on behalf of the apphcant {e.g., where the applicantis a junstac emﬁy}
Signature S ““‘j:?‘““““w { Date (Optional) | & /8748
Name LASEF I
Title mmﬁég,@,

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed by the appiscant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements
and certifications. I more than one applicant, use multipie forms.

DTotaE of forms are submittedK

Ym Dolartitn:of MORMaon IS vegureg by LASTOLZ and 3 % The information is required to obtain or rédain & beneht by the pudiic which i to fie {and by the
USPTO to process) an appiication, Contianta % governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complate,
inciuding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO: Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ice, U.S.
Deparirment of Commerce, £.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Aiexandna VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-8199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USPtO.gov
APPLICATION NUMBER I FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
15/838,933 12/12/2017 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C4
CONFIRMATION NO. 2895
20995 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

2040 MAIN STREET

0 0 T
FOURTEENTH FLOOR 000000100210169

IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 06/13/2018

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 06/08/2018.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/atesfai/

page 1 of 1
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Doc Code: PA..
PTO/AIASZA (B7-13)

Document Description: Power of Altorney Approved for use through D1/31/2018. OME 0651-003%
U5, Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Papermwork Reduction Act of 1685, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displgys a valid OMB control number.
"
TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS )

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attomey by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/S2E) 1o identify the application 1o which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. if neither form PTO/AIA/BZA nor form PTO/AIASZE identifies the application to which the Power of Altorney is
directed, the Power of Attorney will not Be recognized in the application.

Application Number 15/838933

Filing Date December 12, 2017

First Named Inventor Jeff Whitten

Title CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Art Unit 3788

Examiner Name @@EEE{’ES, Raven

Attorney Docket Number | ROK 019C4

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner
Signature /Josepher Li/ pae optenal | June 7, 2018

Name Josepher Li Se@if}”aﬁ@ﬂ 74,998
amper

Title (if Applicantis a
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity)

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If
more than one applicant, use muliiple forms.

*Total of forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes 1o complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitling the completed
application form 1o the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any commenis on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S, Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ARDRESS. SEND T0: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1480, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0O-8199 and select aption 2.
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Doc Code: PA..

o PTO/AIA/BZE (07-13)
Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018, OMB 0651-0035

U.8. Patent and Trademark Office; U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1895, no persons are required to respond 1o a collection of information unless it displays a vahd CMBE control number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY AP_E’PLECANT

| hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in either the attached fransmittal letter or
the boxes below.

Application Number Filing Date

{Note: The boxes above may be left blank if information is provided on form PTO/AIA/BZAL)

[Vf i I hereby appoint the Patent Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and

to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewﬁh for the appii_s_:_;ation referenced in
the attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above;

OR §20995

D | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named in the attached list (form PTO/AIA/82C) as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and to transact

all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the
attached transmittal Eetter {form PTO/AEA/SQA) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTQ/AIA/B2C.)

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached transmittal
letter or the boxes above to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number
~ OR

[:] The address associated with Customer Number: |
OR ’

D Firm or
! individual Name

VVVVV I”State i l } Zip !

' Telephone | ' I { Email I

i am the Apphcant {if the Applicant is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name in the box):

Rokform IP LLC

{:I Inventor or Joint Inventor (litle not required below)

[3 Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (litle not required below)

Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer’s title if applicant is a juristic entity)

D Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a pemaon under 37 CFR 1.48(b)(2) was granted in the
application aris conturfontly being flsd with this dacument) (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity)

SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent

5 § authorized to act on behalf of the apphcant {e.g., where the applicantis a junstac emﬁy}
Signature S ““‘j:?‘““““w { Date (Optional) | & /8748
Name LASEF I
Title mmﬁég,@,

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed by the appiscant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements
and certifications. I more than one applicant, use multipie forms.

DTotaE of forms are submittedK

Ym Dolartitn:of MORMaon IS vegureg by LASTOLZ and 3 % The information is required to obtain or rédain & beneht by the pudiic which i to fie {and by the
USPTO to process) an appiication, Contianta % governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complate,
inciuding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO: Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ice, U.S.
Deparirment of Commerce, £.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Aiexandna VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-8199 and select option 2.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 32839007
Application Number: 15838933
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2895

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Customer Number:
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Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[] Some** ¢)[] None of the:
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Application/Control Number: 15/838,933 Page 2
Art Unit: 3788

1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AlIA first to invent provisions.
DETAILED ACTION

2. This action is written in response to application number 15/838,933 filed 12/12/2017

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
3. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
4, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the
United States.

5. Claim(s) 8, 12 and 15 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102b as being anticipated

by Harchol (US 2008/0023508).

8, 15: Harchol discloses a mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,

comprising:
a case 10 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device 12 and retain

the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a rear portion that

is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side portion extending from the
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rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides

of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region; a flexible member 95
positioned within the attachment region; and a magnet 94 received within an indentation of the
flexible member; wherein, in use, the magnet allows the case to be removably coupled to

a magnetic surface ([0031-0033] also fig 3e below).
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12: Harchol discloses the case system of Claim 8§, wherein at least a portion of the

flexible member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case (fig.

3F).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
6. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.

102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
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statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
7. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under pre-
ATA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or

nonobviousness.

0. Claims 1 and 6 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2008/0251212).

1, 6: Harchol discloses a mountable case system for a handheld electronic device,

comprising:

a case 10 configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic device 12 and retain

the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case comprising a rear portion that
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is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic device and a side portion extending from the
rear portion and being positioned adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides

of the electronic device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region designed to receive a
flexible member 95, the attachment region comprising an open space and a recessed surface

formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger opening;

wherein the flexible member is shaped to fit within the open space, the flexible member having a
peripheral groove that engages the recessed surface to couple the flexible member to the case,
wherein the flexible member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in

use, faces the electronic device; and

a magnet 94 received within the indentation of the flexible member 95 ([0031-0033] also fig 3e

below).

FGE PR

: ¥ TR B iy

SR
RSN o o
e sulaee

widin purtiadt

Harchol fails to disclose a non-slip surface. Griffin teaches an electronic device cover comprising

entirely of a non-slip coating ([0025]). It would have been obvious to ne having ordinary skill in
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the art at the time of the invention to modify Harchol to include the non-slip material of Griffin
in order to assist in resisting sliding of the device as well as increasing comfortability in holding

the device.

It is noted that to coat the cover of Harchol would allow for the female insertion member to also

be coated in the non-slip finish.

5: Harchol discloses the case system of Claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the flexible

member is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case (fig. 3F).

10. Claim 4 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over
Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Griffin (US 2008/0251212) in view of Fawcett (US

2011/0227735).

4: Harchol discloses the magnet as applied to claim 1 but fails to disclose a rare earth
magnet. Fawcett teaches the case system of Claim 1, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet
([0024]). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the
invention to modify Harchol to include the magnet of Fawcett in order increase the magnetic

force to the attaching member.
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11. Claim 11 is/are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Harchol (US 2008/0023508) in view of Fawcett (US 2011/0227735).

11: Harchol discloses the magnet as applied to claim 1 but fails to disclose a rare earth
magnet. Fawcett teaches the case system of Claim 1, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet
([0024]). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the
invention to modify Harchol to include the magnet of Fawcett in order increase the magnetic

force to the attaching member.

Allowable Subject Matter
12. Claims 2, 3,7, 9, 10, 13, 14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to RAVEN COLLINS whose telephone number is (571)270-1672.
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30 EST.
Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at

http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/RAVEN COLLINS/
Examiner, Art Unit 3788

/Anthony Stashick/
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3788
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Docket No.: ROK.019C4 January 25, 2018
Page 1 of 1

Please Direct All Correspondence to Customer Number 20995

RESPONSE TO INFORMATIONAL NOTICE

First Inventor : Jeff Whitten

App. No. : 15/838,933

Filed . December 12, 2017

For : CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR
HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Art Unit 1 3633

Conf No. 1 2895

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

The above-captioned application was filed without a Declaration and/or Substitute
Statement. Enclosed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.53(f) are the following.

(X)  Copy of Combined Declaration and Assignment from Parent Application by all Inventors
in 5 pages.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be
required, now or in the future, or credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1410.

/Josepher Li/
Josepher Li
Registration No. 74,998
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(949) 760-0404

27478341
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Copy of Parent
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Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 1 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Declaration
This Declaration is directed to the application identified above that:

Was filed April 24, 2014 as U.S. or International Application No. 14/260,817 and incorporating
any amendments made thereto prior to the signature date of this Declaration.

As a named inventor, | declare that:
The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.
| believe that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under
18 USC 1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

| have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified application, including the
claims, as amended by any amendment.

| acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37
CFR 1.56.

Assignment from Inventors

WHEREAS, above-identified inventors (individual(s) hereinafter “ASSIGNOR”) invented certain new
and useful improvements, technology, inventions, developments, ideas, ornamental designs, or
discoveries, and hereby assign or are under an obligation to assign to the below identified Assignee the
above-titled application (collectively hereinafter referred to as the “Work”) for which an application for
Letters Patent in the United States (identified above) has been prepared for filing with the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (hereinafter the “Application”).

AND WHEREAS, ROKFORM LLC, with its principal place of business at 401 South Grand Avenue,
Santa Ana, CA 92705 (hereinafter the “ASSIGNEE"), desires to acquire the entire right, title, and interest
in and to the Application and the Work.

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration of which receipt is hereby acknowledged,
ASSIGNOR hereby acknowledges that ASSIGNOR has sold, assigned, transferred and set over, and by
these presents does hereby sell, assign, transfer and set over, unto said ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives and assigns, the entire right, title, and interest throughout the world in the Application and
the Work, including all patent properties filed or issued upon the Application and the Work; where “Patent
Properties” include, but are not limited to:

all provisional applications relating thereto (including but not limited to U.S. Provisional
Application No(s). 61/585,933 and 61/653,618, filed January 12, 2012 and May 31, 2012
(respectively if plural applications));

all nonprovisional applications claiming priority to aforementioned provisional(s) and/or the
present Application, including, all divisions, continuations, continuations-in-part, and reissues, and
all Letters Patent of the United States which may be granted thereon and all reissues and
extensions thereof; and

all rights of priority under International Conventions and any related Letters Patent which may
hereafter be granted or filed in any country or countries foreign to the United States, all
extensions, renewals and reissues thereof.
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 2 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

ASSIGNOR hereby acknowledges the ASSIGNEE as the Applicant for all aforementioned patent
properties, and authorizes and requests the Commissioner of Patents of the United States, and any
Official of any country or countries foreign to the United States, whose duty it is to issue patents on
applications as aforesaid, to issue all related Letters Patent to the ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives and assigns, in accordance with the terms of this instrument.

AND ASSIGNOR DOES HEREBY sell, assign, transfer, and convey to ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal
representatives, and assigns all claims for damages and all remedies arising out of any violation of the
rights assigned hereby that may have accrued prior to the date of assignment to ASSIGNEE, or may
accrue hereafter, including, but not limited to, the right to sue for, collect, and retain damages for past
infringements of said Letters Patent before or after issuance.

AND ASSIGNOR DOES HEREBY covenant and agree that ASSIGNOR will communicate to said
ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal representatives and assigns, any facts known to ASSIGNOR respecting
the Work, and testify in any legal proceeding, assist in the preparation of any other Patent Property
relating to the Application and the Work or any improvements made thereto, sign/execute all lawful
papers, authorize the filing of and execute and make all rightful oaths and/or declarations in connection
with the Application and the Work including any improvements made thereto, any patent applications filed
therefrom, and any continuing application filed from any of the aforementioned applications, and generally
do everything possible to aid the ASSIGNEE, its successors, legal representatives and assigns, to obtain
and enforce proper patent protection for the Work in all countries.
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.. 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 3 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Inventors: Jeff Whitien; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Jeff Whitten A
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and seal this 25 day of Aﬂzll—

20 14

Signature:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF

On &/ : , nhotary public, personally
appeared Jeff Whltten who proved to me on the basns of saTt/sfactory e\ndence to be the person(s) whose
name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed
the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument
the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callfornla that the foregomg
paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal. =" = s

[SEAL]

DOMINIC V' MESTAS
Commission # 2041318
Notary Pubiic - Calitgrnia
Orange County

iy Comm. Exsires Sep 14 2017
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT {37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 4 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Bernhard Leitner
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | hereunto set my han »ﬁa;;d seal this

20 A e
J;‘L P " s
# ;

7-d,r-,ay of AMZC

Signature: o <)
Signature before a Notary is desirable but not required.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA }
b S8, .
COUNTY OF \ & .0me = ] “""“ﬁ
/ !

On_< /25 ] 200 | before me, i notary public, personally
appeéréd Berfihard Leitner who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the personj,s‘)‘:
whose name(s) is/afe subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she/thay
executed the' same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/bef?tpeir signature(s) on the
instrument the person}s)f, or the entity upon behalf of which the person{() acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregeoing
paragraph is true and correct. -

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Notary Signaturé ~
[SEAL] ‘

o ———
HIG V. MESTAS
Commission # 2041318 1
Motary Public - California z

Orange County o
My Comm Expires Sep 14, 2017 g
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Copy of Parent

COMBINED DECLARATION & ASSIGNMENT (37 CFR 1.63(e))

Application Data Sheet filed previously or concurrently

Docket No.: 2BR0OS.019C1 Page 5 of 5
Title: CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Inventors: Jeff Whitten; Bernhard Leitner; and Craig Erion

Legal Name of inventor: Craig Erion
IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, | hereunto set my hand and sﬁal this giﬁday of APK.Z 2

2074 v .

Signature: ( ,n\_w;@ e ,
= e
Signature EéjGre a Notary is desirable but not required.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ]

COUNTY OF

on b 2 o nmtary public, personally
app@ared Craig Erion w m proved to me on ih@ bag is of satisfactary evi denc@ to be the personi{s) whose
name(s) isfare subscribad to the within instrument, and acknowledged to me thatl he/she/they executed
the same in his/heritheir authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument
the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person{s) acted, exscuted the instrument.

t certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callforma that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct. ; : ;

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

N6tary Signature” :

[SEAL}
Commission # 2041318 L
Notary Pubbic - California %
Orange County t
My Gmm n Ex xm S&\ ‘4 *’\}”‘ §§
17861993
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 31606946
Application Number: 15838933
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 2895

Title of Invention:

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Jeff Whitten

Customer Number: 20995
Filer: Josepher Li/Sandra Autry
Filer Authorized By: Josepher Li
Attorney Docket Number: ROK.019C4
Receipt Date: 25-JAN-2018
Filing Date: 12-DEC-2017
Time Stamp: 16:43:15

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Y Document Description File Name ile Size( y i Y I. . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
18166
. . Response_to_Informational _N
- - 1
1 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter otice ROKO19C4.pdf no
3280920852799d91b145193c44923e7bcS
dbb1d2
Warnings:
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Information:

381286
Copy_of_Combined_Declarati
2 QOath or Declaration filed n_and_Assignment_from_Pare no 5
nt_ROK019C4.pdf becO3e5dadec27e35a6ab8882¢70e7e668
4abad
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes): 399452

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD

Application or Docket Number

Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/838,933
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) N/A N/A N/A 70 N/A
SEARCH FEE
o o o N/A N/A N/A 300 N/A
EXAMINATION FEE
N FEE N/A N/A N/A 360 N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 16 minus 20= 40 = 0.00 OR
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 3 minus 3 = 210 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 730 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATES) FEE($) RATE®) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i = =
> a7 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = OR
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATES) FEE($) RATE®) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR
L (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".

*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER 371(c) DATE UNIT FIL FEE RECD ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS|IND CLAIMS
15/838,933 12/12/2017 3633 800 ROK.019C4 16 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 2895
20995 FILING RECEIPT
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET RO AL SR

FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 01/04/2018

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)
Jeff Whitten, Irvine, CA;
Bernhard Leitner, Mission Viejo, CA;
Craig Erion, Lemon Heights, CA;
Applicant(s)
ROKFORM IP LLGC, Irvine, CA;

Power of Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 15/456,276 03/10/2017
which is a CON of 15/188,751 06/21/2016 PAT 9592871
which is a CON of 14/260,817 04/24/2014 PAT 9383774
which is a CON of 13/593,220 08/23/2012 PAT 8708151
which claims benefit of 61/585,933 01/12/2012
and claims benefit of 61/653,618 05/31/2012

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

page 1 of 4
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/03/2018

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/838,933

Projected Publication Date: 04/12/2018
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE
Preliminary Class
052
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
page 2 of 4
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

page 3 of 4
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.

page 4 of 4
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
15/838,933 12/12/2017 Jeff Whitten ROK.019C4
CONFIRMATION NO. 2895
20995 INFORMAL NOTICE

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

2040 MAIN STREET LTI
000000

NI
FOURTEENTH FLOOR 096439290
IRVINE, CA 92614

(LT

Date Mailed: 01/04/2018

INFORMATIONAL NOTICE TO APPLICANT

Applicant is notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However, if a deficiency relates to the inventor's
oath or declaration, the applicant must file an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, or a substitute
statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.64, executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability” to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f).

The item(s) indicated below are also required and should be submitted with any reply to this notice to avoid
further processing delays.

+ A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s):

Jeff Whitten
Bernhard Leitner
Craig Erion
Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.
/tnguyen/

page 1 of 1
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N.amed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown

(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unknown
SHEET 1 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C4

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Gite Docur_nent Numt_)er Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant _Passages or
Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
1 3,179,367 04-20-1965 |Rapata
2 3,986,780 10-19-1976 | Nivet
3 7,523,906 04-28-2009 |Bennett
4 7,652,888 01-26-2010 |Bohlinger et al.
5 7,685,904 03-30-2010 | Cutsforth
6 7,930,006 04-19-2011 |Neu et al.
7 8,167,127 05-01-2012 |Martin et al.
8 8,172,247 05-08-2012 |Weber et al.
9 8,267,418 09-18-2012 |Chuang
10 8,439,239 05-14-2013 |Lee, Michael F.
11 8,469,245 06-25-2013 |Gregory et al.
12 8,708,151 04-29-2014 |Whitten et al.
13 8,800,763 08-12-2014 |Hale
14 8,830,663 09-09-2014 |Child et al.
15 8,936,222 01-20-2015 |Bastian et al.
16 9,185,953 11-17-2015 | Whitten et al.
17 9,243,739 01-26-2016 |Peters
18 9,383,774 07-05-2016 |Whitten et al.
19 9,402,016 07-26-2016 |Hidalgo
20 9,498,034 11-22-2016 |Whitten et al.
21 9,592,871 03-14-2017 |Whitten et al.
22 9,700,114 07-11-2017 |Whitten et al.
23 D564,754 03-25-2008 |Tages et al.
24 D606,738 12-29-2009 |Hofer et al.
25 D627,771 11-23-2010 | Smith et al.
26 D646,672 10-11-2011 | Fathollahi
27 D647,085 10-18-2011 |Chung et al.
28 D653,190 01-31-2012 |Richter, Harald
29 D654,043 02-14-2012 |Pan et al.

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. Unknown

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date Herewith
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N.amed Inventor | Jeff Whitten

Art Unit Unknown

(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unknown
SHEET 2 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. ROK.019C4

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Gite Docur_nent Numt_)er Publication Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials | No. Number - Kind Code (if known) Date Name Relevant _Passages or
Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
30 D671,932 12-04-2012 |Azoulay
31 D685,363 07-02-2013 |Murchison et al.
32 D685,785 07-09-2013 |Seoc et al.
33 D687,004 07-30-2013 |Behling
34 D697,060 01-07-2014 |Yang
35 D711,886 08-26-2014 |Kerawala et al.
36 D718,290 11-25-2014 | Whitten et al.
37 D725,119 03-24-2015 |Gaylord
38 D726,170 04-07-2015 |Ng
39 D726,732 04-14-2015 |Lay et al.
40 D739,857 09-29-2015 |Lay et al.
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) ) Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor [1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
<] perr Whitten ]

Residence Information (Select One) e US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Jrvine State/Province | [cCA | Country of Residencd | IS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 6180 Scientific

Address 2

City | Irvine State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 92618 Countryi | us

Remove
Inventor 2

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

+|| Bemhard | eitner |
Resﬁience Information (Select One) (8 US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service -
City '\llission Viejo State/Province | [CA Country of Residencé | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 P7206 Via Escorial

Address 2

City | I\/Iission Viejo State/Province | ICA

Postal Code 92691 Countryi | |US

Inventor 3

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| Craig Erion |

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service
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Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

City | L.emon Heights State/Province | [CA Country of Residencd | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 PO75 La Cuesta Dr.

Address 2

City | | emon Heights State/Province | |CA
Postal Code 92705 Countryi | |US

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number P0995
Email Address efiling@knobbe.com | AddEmail | |Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Attorney Docket Number| ROK.019C4 Small Entity Status Claimed [X]

Application Type Nonprovisional -
Subject Matter tility v
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 11 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) | 1

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c} and 37 CFR 1.57{a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this

reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). .
1

Application number of the previcusly Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country |
filed application

Publication Information:
[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Req uest Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

ROK.019C4

Application Number

Title of Invention

CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer

Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One:

® Customer Number

US Patent Practitioner

O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number

P0995

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(¢c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
Continuation of ~| 15/456276 2017-03-10
Prior Application Status | Patented
Application L Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15/456276 Continuation of ~| [15/188751 2016-06-21 9592871 2017-03-14
Prior Application Status | Patented - Remove
Application L Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
15/188751 Continuation of ~| [14/260817 2014-04-24 0383774 P016-07-05
Prior Application Status | Patented v Remove
Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
14/260817 Continuation of ~| [13/593220 012-08-23 8708151 2014-04-29
Prior Application Status | [Fxpired -
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[13/593220 [Claims benefit of provisional | 61/585933 2012-01-12
132
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. Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Prior Application Status | [Expired v

Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[13/593220 Claims benefit of provisional ~| 61/653618 2012-05-31

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form A3
by selecting the Add button.

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.8.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When pricrity is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

Remove

Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable)

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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. Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property {IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office {(EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPQ), the Japan Patent Office
{(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPQ), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPQO)}, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[ ] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant {1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {(assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

® Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

vI

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Organization Name ROKFORM IP LLC

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 16180 Scientific

Address 2

City rvine State/Province CA
Country | s Postal Code 02618
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assighment recorded by the Office.
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Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Assignee 1

Complete this section if assighee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information™ section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assighee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. []

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 1

Address 2

City State/Province

Countryi Postal Code

Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 2

selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or mare joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature | /Josepher Li/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| [2017-12-12
First Name | Josepher Last Name | Li Registration Number | [74998
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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Attorney Docket Number | ROK.019C4

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandna, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related tc a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.5.C. 2(b}(2); {2) furnishing of the informaticn solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject tc the following routine uses:
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ROK.019C4 PATENT
CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE TO ANY PRIORITY APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application claims priority benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 to
and is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 15/456,276, filed March 10, 2017,
entitled “CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE,”
which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 15/188,751, filed June 21, 2016,
entitled “CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE,”
now U.S. Patent No. 9,592,871, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No.
14/260,817, filed April 24, 2014, entitled “CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR
HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE,” now U.S. Patent No. 9,383,774, which is a
continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 13/593,220, filed August 23, 2012, entitled
“CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE,” now U.S.
Patent No. 8,708,151, which claims priority benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119 from U.S.
Provisional Application Nos. 61/585,933, filed January 12, 2012, entitled “PHONE CASE
AND MOUNT SYSTEM” and 61/653,618, filed May 31, 2012, entitled “CASE AND
MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE.” The entirety of each of
the above-identified applications is hereby incorporated by reference herein and made a part

of the present disclosure.

BACKGROUND
Field
[0002] The invention relates generally to protective cases for handheld electronic
devices.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] Handheld and/ or portable electronic devices (e.g., digital media players,
phones, smartphones, tablet computers, handheld readers, and similar devices) are becoming
important and common tools. These tools are constantly in use, both at home and on the go.

[0004] However, with this frequency and variety of use comes the problem of

proper protection. Without proper protection, a device may become damaged due to being
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dropped or by falling from an unsecured position. This damage may be permanent and cause

loss of data or information and high replacement costs.

SUMMARY

[0005] In at least one embodiment, the present application relates to a protective
system for a handheld electronic device that overcomes the shortcomings of the prior art
noted above.

[0006] In some embodiments, a protective system for a handheld electronic
device is disclosed. The protection system comprises a shell comprised of a rear wall, a
plurality of wall surfaces arranged to enclose a plurality of peripheral edges of a handheld
electronic device, and an outer surface. The rear wall further defines an attachment region
designed to receive an interlocking member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-
slip member. The attachment region comprises a first open space, an inner interlocking
surface and an outer interlocking surface, both the interlocking surfaces surrounding the first
open space, the inner interlocking surface being located above the plane of the outer surface
of the rear wall and wherein the inner and outer interlocking surfaces are radially offset to
provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plate having a plurality
of engaging members generally located at right angles, the engaging members being
configured to interact with the inner and outer interlocking surfaces such that in an
interlocked position each of the engaging members is disposed within the interlocking area.
The interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a small
diameter opening within a larger diameter opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-
slip material shaped to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a
circumferential groove dividing the non-slip member into a gripping surface and an interior
surface, the interior surface having a greater diameter than the gripping surface, the groove in
the non-slip member engaging with the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the
shell. The non-slip member further comprises an indentation on the interior surface designed

to incorporate a magnet.
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[0007] 1. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space, a first interlocking surface and a second interlocking surface.
Both of the first and second interlocking surfaces surrounding at least a portion of the first
open space. The first and second interlocking surfaces are located behind the inner surface of
the rear wall with the first interlocking surface being located substantially in a first plane and
the second interlocking surface having at least a portion that extends substantially
perpendicular to the first plane. The first interlocking surface is circumferentially offset from
at least a portion of the second interlocking surface to provide an interlocking area. The
interlocking member comprises a plate portion having at least one engagement member that,
in use, is passed through the first open space and disposed within the interlocking area to
achieve an interlocked position between the interlocking member and the shell. The
interlocking member further comprises at least one mounting base. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space. The non-slip member has a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell. The non-slip
member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces the
associated handheld electronic device. A magnet is received within the indentation of the
non-slip member.

[0008] 2. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of the handheld electronic device.

[0009] 3. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the non-slip member is disposed
outwardly of the outermost portion of the outer surface of the rear wall of the shell.

[0010] 4. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the mounting base further

comprises an adhesive layer that, in use, attaches to a mounting surface via adhesion.
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[0011] 5. The system of paragraph 1, wherein the interlocked position is achieved
by rotation of the interlocking member within the attachment region.

[0012] 6. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, including a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending from the rear wall,
wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral edges of an associated
handheld electronic device. The rear wall further comprises an inner surface and an outer
surface. The rear wall defines an attachment region designed to receive an interlocking
member and a non-slip region designed to receive a non-slip member. The attachment region
comprises a first open space and a plurality of interlocking surface portions, and each of the
interlocking surface portions including a retaining surface and a stop surface that cooperate to
provide an interlocking area. The interlocking member comprises a plurality of engaging
members, each of which are configured to interact with one of the plurality of interlocking
surface portions such that, in an interlocked position, each of the plurality of engaging
members is disposed within one of the plurality of interlocking areas. The non-slip region
comprises a second open space and a recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller
opening within a larger opening. The non-slip member comprises a non-slip material shaped
to fit within the second open space, the non-slip member having a peripheral groove that, in
use, engages the recessed surface to attach the non-slip member to the shell.

[0013] 7. The system of paragraph 6, wherein the shell further comprises at least
one access opening that allows access to control features of a handheld electronic device.

[0014] 8. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising a magnet disposed
within the non-slip member.

[0015] 9. The system of paragraph 6, further comprising at least one mounting
base attached to the interlocking member.

[0016] 10. The system of paragraph 9, wherein the mounting base comprises an
adhesive layer that allows the mounting base to be affixed to a surface through adhesion.

[0017] 11. An embodiment involves a protection system for a handheld electronic
device, which includes a shell comprising a rear wall and a side wall extending in a first
direction from the rear wall, wherein, in use, the side wall encloses a plurality of peripheral

edges of an associated handheld electronic device. The rear wall comprises a first surface
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facing in the first direction and a second surface facing in a second direction opposite the first
direction. The rear wall comprises an opening extending through the second surface. The
opening defines at least one shell interlock surface. The system also includes a mount having
at least one mount interlock surface, wherein, in use, a portion of the mount is passed through
the opening of the shell and the at least one shell interlock surface is engaged with the at least
one mount interlock surface to selectively couple the shell to the mount.

[0018] 12. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount comprises
an adhesive layer that permits the mount to be secured to a surface via adhesion.

[0019] 13. The protection system of paragraph 11, wherein the mount is a bike
mount that, in use, is mounted to a component of a bicycle.

[0020] 14. The protection system of paragraph 13, wherein the bike mount
comprises a cap portion that, in use, is secured to a steerer tube of the bicycle.

[0021] 15. The protection system of paragraph 14, further comprising an arm
portion that extends between the cap portion and the at least one mount interlock surface,

wherein the arm portion is rotatably adjustable relative to the cap portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention
will now be described in connection with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, in
reference to the accompanying drawings. The illustrated embodiments, however, are merely
examples and are not intended to limit the invention.

[0023] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of protective system
for a handheld electronic device according to a preferred embodiment of the invention;

[0024] FIG. 2 is a view of the interior rear surface of a shell of the protective
system;

[0025] FIG. 3 is a view of the exterior rear surface of a shell of the protective
system;

[0026] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a shell of the protective system;

[0027] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a lower shell of the protective system;

143



[0028] FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a
mounting member;

[0029] FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view of a shell of the protective system and a
non-slip member;

[0030] FIG. 8A is a perspective view of a non-slip member;

[0031] FIG. 8B is a second perspective view of a non-slip member;

[0032] FIG. 8C is a perspective view of an exploded assembly of a non-slip
member containing a rare-earth magnet and a magnet cover piece;

[0033] FIG. 9A is a perspective view of a first side of an interlocking member;

[0034] FIG. 9B is a second perspective view of a second side of the interlocking
member;

[0035] FIG. 9C is a perspective view of a mounting base; and

[0036] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an assembled mounting member.

[0037] FIG. 11 is perspective view of the protective system secured to a bicycle

mount.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0038] The following detailed description is directed to certain specific
embodiments of the invention. However, the invention may be embodied in a multitude of
different ways as defined and covered by the claims.

[0039] Embodiments of the invention can provide the features of a protection
system for a portable or handheld electronic device (hereinafter “handheld electronic
device”). Some embodiments of the invention desirably may incorporate an attachment
region for attaching a removable mounting member preferably able to support the handheld
electronic device within the protection system and affix to a variety of surfaces. Other
embodiments of the invention may also incorporate an anti-slip surface wherein a magnet is
disposed for attachment of the device to magnetic surfaces and slip prevention.

[0040] A preferred embodiment of the present invention comprises a shell for
rigidly securing and protecting a handheld electronic device. In a preferred embodiment, the

shell may be in multiple pieces for ease of assembly around a handheld electronic device.
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The upper piece of the shell preferably provides an attachment region for a removable
mounting member that can attach to various solid surfaces, such as but not limited to a desk,
vehicle dashboard, mirror, etc. The shell preferably also incorporates an anti-slip insert in
which a magnet is disposed, allowing for magnetic adherence to surfaces without interfering
with the anti-slip benefit provided by the anti-slip insert. The shell preferably is formed using
a material that is generally rigid and lightweight, such as but not limited to an injection
molded polycarbonate or other suitable plastic material(s). Preferably, the shell comprises
rigid sidewalls that surround an entirety or portions of the peripheral edges of the device.
The sidewalls preferably are arranged to protect the device by absorbing incidental shock
forces and/or inhibiting or preventing direct contact between the device and another object.
The sidewalls also desirably contain various openings to allow access to the control buttons,
inputs, and outputs of the handheld electronic device. The rear surface of the shell is
preferably further designed with various openings to allow additional access to features of the
handheld electronic device that may be located on the rear of the device (such as a camera) or
to reduce the weight of the shell.

[0041] FIG. 1 depicts a preferred embodiment having certain features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention. In FIG.1, protection system 100 may include more,
fewer or different components than those shown. Protection system 100 includes a body or
shell that, in the illustrated arrangement, is comprised of an upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104. Protection system 100 is shown in two pieces to facilitate installation of the
protection system 100 on a handheld electronic device. Lower shell piece 104 is designed, in
one embodiment, to fit together with upper shell piece 102 preferably using an interlocking or
tab / slot attachment. However, in other arrangements, the upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104 could be secured together with other arrangements (e.g., mechanical fasteners,
such as screws) or could be portions of a unitary or single-piece shell in which installation of
the electronic device is accomplished through another method, such as by deformation of the
side walls or other portions of the shell to pass over the electronic device. Thus, references to
the upper shell piece 102 or lower shell piece 104 herein are also intended to refer to the

entire shell of an integrated or unitary shell arrangement.
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[0042] Upper shell piece 102 preferably includes an attachment region 106 for
attaching mounting member 108. The attachment region 106 contains an engagement
structure that allows the upper shell piece 102 and, thus, the protection system 100 to be
releasably attached the mounting member 108. A preferred engagement structure is
described in greater detail below. As shown in FIG. 1 and FIGS. 9A-C, mounting member
108 may be comprised of an interlocking member 902 and at least one mounting base 904.
As described further below and shown in Figure 6, the mounting member 108 can also
include one or more optional spacers, which could be similar or identical to the mounting
base 904. Upper shell piece 102 also preferably includes a non-slip region 110, which
includes a non-slip arrangement that enhances frictional engagement of protection system
100 with a surface on which the protection system 100 may be placed. In the illustrated
arrangement, the non-slip region 110 incorporates an opening or cavity in the protection
system 100 (e.g., the upper shell piece 102) into which non-slip member 112 may be inserted.
As depicted more clearly in FIG. 8C, non-slip member 112 may also preferably comprise a
rare earth magnet 802 in order to removably attach the handheld electronic device contained
within protection system 100 to a magnetic surface.

[0043] FIG. 1 further depicts a preferred embodiment of the invention further
comprising a lanyard 140, which may attach to protection system 100 to facilitate easy
carrying and transport of a handheld electronic device. For example, the lanyard 140 can be
looped through openings 142 and 144 on the upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104,
respectively. Additional accessories, not shown in FIG. 1, may be used with protection
system 100. For example, one accessory that may be used with protection system 100
includes a bike mount, one embodiment of which is shown in Figure 11. Another accessory
that may be used with protection system 100 includes a tripod (not shown), which can
support the protection system 100 and associated electronic device in a suitable position (e.g.,
portrait or landscape) preferably at an elevated position relative to a surface on which the
tripod rest to take photographs or video. The accessory can be coupled to the protection
system 100 via an interlocking arrangement the same as or similar to the mounting member
108 or via other suitable arrangements, such as the same as or similar to the lanyard 140

arrangement. In addition to the lanyard 140, bike mount and tripod, other types of
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accessories can also be provided, such as adjustable or non-adjustable stands, mounting or
securing clip arrangements, etc.

[0044] As shown in FIGS. 1-4, the assembled upper shell piece 102 and lower
shell piece 104 of the protection system 100 together define an interior region or space in
which a handheld electronic device may be enclosed. Each of the upper shell piece 102 and
the lower shell piece 104 has a rear wall portion 200 that defines an interior rear surface 202
positioned adjacent the back surface of an electronic device placed in the protection system
100. The upper shell piece 102 and the lower shell piece 104 also include at least one or a
plurality of enclosing edges to surround the sides of a handheld electronic device and provide
protection for the handheld electronic device. In the illustrated arrangement, the enclosing
edges are defined by a sidewall portion 150 that extends from the rear wall portion 200. The
illustrated sidewall portion 150 extends along an entire periphery of the rear wall portion 200.
As described above, however, the sidewall portion 150 is not necessarily solid or continuous,
but can include one or more openings configured to allow access to controls or other
components or features of the handheld electronic device, or simply to reduce weight. In
alternative arrangements, the sidewall portion 150 can be constructed of one or several
distinct sidewall portions, such as four corner portions, for example. A forward wall portion
is spaced from the rear wall portion 200 by the sidewall portion 150. The forward wall
portion defines a forward interior surface that is positioned adjacent a forward surface of the
handheld electronic device placed in the protection system 100. In the illustrated
arrangement, the forward wall portion is defined by a lip 152 that extends in an inward
direction from the sidewall portion 150. Preferably, the lip 152 extends around the entire
periphery of the rear wall portion 200. However, in other arrangements, the lip 152 can
extend only around a portion of the periphery, which can be the same portion or a different
portion than the portion surrounded by the sidewall portion 150. As discussed above, the
upper shell piece 102 and lower shell piece 104 can be unitarily-formed. Accordingly, the
sidewall portion 150 and/or lip 152 could be unitary, as well.

[0045] As more clearly illustrated in FIG. 2, upper shell piece 102 also preferably
includes an attachment region 106. The illustrated attachment region 106 defines an opening

160 in the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102. As described above, attachment
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region 106 is configured to allow attachment of mounting member 108 through an
interlocking attachment that selectively secures the shell 102 to the mounting member 108 an
inhibits or prevents removal in at least one direction. As pictured, attachment region 106
comprises at least one tab 162, each of which preferably defines two interlocking surfaces,
116 and 126. In the illustrated arrangement, the attachment region 106 includes four tabs
162; however, other numbers of tabs 162 could also be provided, such as two, three, five, six
or more tabs 162. Interlocking surface 116 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202
of upper shell piece 102, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed within a different plane
than that defined by interlocking surface 116. Preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is
perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interlocking surface 126. Preferably, the
interlocking surface 116 is perpendicular or substantially perpendicular to the interior rear
surface 202. The plane of interlocking surface 126 preferably is offset or disposed “below”
the plane defined by the interior rear surface 202 or towards the outer rear surface of upper
shell piece 102. In addition, preferably, the interlocking surface 116 is offset from at least a
portion of the interlocking surface 126 in a circumferential direction to provide a space 164 in
which a portion (e.g., tab 912) of the interlocking member 902 may be inserted. The opening
160 preferably also includes at least one access space 166 located beside or circumferentially
offset from the at least one tab 162. Preferably, the number of access spaces 166 corresponds
to the number of tabs 162. In the illustrated arrangement, four access spaces 166 are
provided; however, the number of access spaces 166 can vary in the same manner as the
number of tabs 162. Each of the tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 can be inserted
through one of the access spaces 166 and then turned to enter the space 164 and rest against
the interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 to form an attachment with upper shell piece 102.
Preferably, the access opening 166 is located on an opposite side of the interlocking surface
126 from the interlocking surface 116. In the illustrated arrangement, a circumferential
dimension of the access opening 166 is smaller than a circumferential dimension of the tab
162 and can be approximately one-half of the circumferential dimension of the tab 162. The
circumferential dimension of the space 164 is less than the circumferential dimension of the
tab 162 and can be approximately one-half of the circumferential dimension of the tab 162.

In the illustrated arrangement, the interlocking surface 116 is defined by a rib 168 that
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extends at least partially, and preferably entirely, around the opening 160. Preferably, the
opening 160 passes completely through the upper shell piece 102 such that the surface of the
associated electronic device is exposed through the opening 160. Such an arrangement
advantageously minimizes the overall thickness of the protection system 100, while still
providing the desired interlocking mount functionality. In an alternative arrangement,
however, a rear wall portion can be provided to define a closed internal end of the opening
160, such that the rear wall portion is positioned in between the interlocking mount and the
associated electronic device. Such an arrangement may increase the overall thickness of the
protection system 100, but can also provide increased protection to the associated electronic
device.

[0046] The interior rear surface 202 preferably also includes a non-slip region 110
within which a non-slip arrangement can be provided. For example, a non-slip member 112
may be inserted within the non-slip region 110 of the protective device 100. As shown, non-
slip region 110 is comprised of a smaller opening 120 disposed within a larger opening 130.
In the illustrated arrangement, the smaller opening 120 extends completely through the rear
wall portion 200 and the larger opening 130 extends partially through the rear wall portion
200 from the interior rear surface 202. The recessed surface formed by the disposition of
smaller opening 120 within larger opening 130 forms an interference surface to retain non-
slip member 112 within the non-slip region 110. FIG. 2 shows one orientation of attachment
region 106 and non-slip region 110, though other embodiments may include different
orientations. A number of additional open spaces (generally 170) may be provided in the
interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 for any of a number of reasons, including
providing access to rear-mounted features of a handheld electronic device such as a camera,
microphone, or speaker, or to reduce the weight of the protection system 100. Upper shell
piece 102 may further comprise one or more of recesses 204 configured to accommodate one
or more tabs 206 to facilitate attachment and retention of lower shell piece 104 to upper shell
piece 102 to provide further protection for a handheld electronic device. In the illustrated
arrangement, a pair of recesses 204 are located on the rear wall portion 200 of the upper shell
piece 102 and a pair of tabs 206 are located on the rear wall portion 200 of the lower shell

piece 104. However, in other arrangements, the recesses 204 and tabs 206 could be located
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elsewhere (e.g., sidewall 150 or front wall/lip 152) and/or could be provided in different
numbers. In addition, the arrangement could be reversed such that the tabs 206 are provided
on the upper shell piece 102 and the recesses 204 are provided on the lower shell piece 104.

[0047] One embodiment of the exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102
is pictured in FIG. 3. The attachment region 106 as viewed from the rear of upper shell piece
102 is preferably disposed above or outwardly of the plane defined by at least a portion of the
exterior rear surface 302, which can be a peripheral portion. In a preferred embodiment, the
attachment region 106 has an opening 160 defined by a plurality of equally spaced radial
lobes or tabs 162 designed to correspond with the tabs 912 of an interlocking member 902,
more clearly viewed in FIGS. 9A and 9B. Mounting member 108 attaches to the exterior rear
surface 302 side of the rear wall portion 200 of the upper shell piece 102 of protection system
100 preferably via an interlocking attachment. Once inserted, the tabs 912 of the interlocking
member 902 may then rotate until further rotation is prevented by the interlocking surface
116, as seen in FIG. 2. After rotation, the tabs of interlocking member 902 will preferably be
located adjacent to the interior side of interlocking surface 126 and against the edge of
interlocking surface 116, forming an interlocking connection which preferably attaches
mounting member 108 to the upper shell piece 102 of protection system 100.

[0048] Preferably, non-slip region 110 will also be disposed above the plane
defined by exterior rear surface 302, as seen in FIG. 3. In the illustrated arrangement, when
inserted, the non-slip member 112 will protrude outwardly as far as or further than any other
rearward surface portion of the protection system 100 such that the non-slip member 112 will
contact a surface upon which the protection system 100 is placed (assuming the surface is
relatively flat or otherwise appropriately shaped) to accomplish a non-slip function.
Therefore, when non-slip member 112 is disposed within non-slip region 110, the non-slip
surface will extend beyond at least the plane of exterior rear surface 302 to grip a surface and
provide a non-slip feature.

[0049] A perspective view of a preferred embodiment of upper shell piece 102 is
pictured in FIG. 4. In this view, the different surfaces of attachment region 106 are more
clearly visible. As described above with respect to FIG. 2, interlocking surface 116 is

disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece 102 relative to the
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interlocking surface 126, while interlocking surface 126 is disposed “below” the plane
defined by interlocking surface 116, or towards the outer rear surface of upper shell piece
102. As is more clearly seen in FIG. 4, the interlocking surface 116 is circumferentially
offset from the access opening 166 to provide the space 164 in which an interlocking member
902 may be inserted and then turned to form an attachment with upper shell piece 102. The
rotation of the interlocking member 902 within attachment region 106 forms an interlocking
connection with the upper shell piece 102. This interlocking connection is defined by the
tabs 912 of the interlocking member 902 passing without obstruction into the defined areas
(e.g., access openings 166) of attachment region 106 and then rotating against the interior
surface of interlocking surface 126 until the tabs of interlocking member 902 are prevented
from further rotation by encountering the interlocking surface 116. After rotation, the
interior-facing surfaces of the interlocking member 902 and the interlocking surface 116
preferably will be substantially within the same plane.

[0050] FIG. 4 also more clearly depicts a preferred embodiment of the non-slip
region 110 and openings 120 and 130. The smaller opening 120 is disposed within the larger
opening 130. A small lip or ridge 180 is formed by the overlap of the two openings because
the larger opening 130 is disposed towards the interior rear surface 202 of upper shell piece
102. Preferably, this lip or ridge 180 is disposed beneath the plane of the interior rear surface
202. The flexible non-slip member 112, such as that described in greater detail below with
regard to FIGS. 8A-C, may be disposed within the non-slip region 110. An interior portion
of the non-slip member 112 preferably has a greater diameter than the smaller opening 120
but also has a diameter sized to fit within larger opening 130. When inserted into the non-
slip region 110, the larger diameter of the interior surface prevents the non-slip member 112
from falling out of the non-slip region 110. The smaller diameter of opening 120 will
substantially prevent the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110.
The opening 120 defined by the non-slip region 110 will therefore allow a portion of the non-
slip member 112 to contact a surface. The inclusion of the non-slip member 112 into
protection system 100 provides non-slip properties and benefits to the protection system 100,
such as preventing a handheld electronic device within the protection system from sliding off

a smooth surface such as a desk or counter. The non-slip member 112 can include a
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peripheral recess 182 that is configured to receive the lip 180 to more securely hold the non-
slip member 112 within the opening 120.

[0051] Lower shell piece 104 is shown in FIG. 5. In a preferred embodiment,
lower shell piece 104 comprises an interior surface and side surfaces that surround the lower
sides of a handheld electronic device to provide additional protection. Lower shell piece 104
preferably joins with upper shell piece 102 to provide protection around the sides and back of
a handheld electronic device. The lower shell piece 104 can contain one or more openings to
allow access to controls and ports on the handheld electronic device, such as a headphone
jack or microphone jack. Furthermore, lower shell piece 104 also preferably contains an
opening 190 to allow access to the charging area and/or microphone and speakers on the
handheld electronic device such that the handheld electronic device does not need to be
removed from protection system 102 in order to charge the device. FIG. 5 depicts only a
preferred embodiment of the invention and other openings not shown may be included.

[0052] FIG. 6 illustrates a cross section of upper shell piece 102 and mounting
member 108. In this figure, mounting member 108 is affixed to upper shell piece 102 in a
preferred embodiment. As shown in this figure, the mounting member 108 is affixed to the
rear surface of upper shell piece 102 within attachment region 106. Mounting member 108
extends out from the rear surface 302 of upper shell piece 102 such that protection system
100 may be mounted on a solid surface without being flush against the solid surface. The
mounting member 108 depicted in the preferred embodiment is composed of two mounting
pieces (e.g., mounting bases 904) joined together, along with an interlocking member 902.
Mounting member 108 may be composed of greater or fewer mounting pieces joined
together, depending on how far a user desires to mount the handheld electronic device from a
solid surface. The interlocking member 902 of the mounting member 108 is joined to the
interlocking member 902 preferably via a screw 906, but other forms of attachment may be
used.  The mounting bases 904 can be joined together by any suitable arrangement (e.g.,
snap-fit or mechanical fasteners) or the screw 906 could also hold the mounting bases 904
together in addition to securing the interlocking member 902 to the mounting base(s). If

desired, an optional adhesive layer 908 can be provided on the rearward surface of the
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mounting member 108 to allow the mounting member 108 to be adhesively coupled to a
desired surface.

[0053] A cross-sectional view of a preferred embodiment of protection system
100 containing non-slip member 112 is shown in FIG. 7. In the preferred embodiment
shown, the non-slip surface of non-slip member 112 extends in a rearward direction at least
as far and, preferably, beyond any other portion of exterior rear surface 302 of upper shell
piece 102 (and lower shell piece 104) in order to provide a gripping surface to prevent a
handheld electronic device from slipping on a solid surface. The non-slip member 112 also
preferably contains a magnetic member, such as a rare-earth magnet 802, as further described
below in regards to FIG. 8C. The magnet 802 is positioned or embedded within non-slip
member 112 in order to provide a means of attaching protection system 100 to a magnetic
surface without impacting the non-slip benefits provided by non-slip member 112 or
scratching the surface.

[0054] One preferred embodiment of a non-slip member 112 is shown in FIGS.
8A, 8B, and 8C. The non-slip member 112 is composed of a gripping outer surface shown in
FIG. 8B and an interior-facing surface, as shown in FIG. 8A. This figure depicts a generally
round or cylindrical indentation 192 into which a rare-earth magnet or other magnetic
material may be placed without interfering with the non-slip benefits provided by non-slip
member 112.

[0055] FIG. 8B depicts the exterior-facing surface of non-slip member 112. This
figure more clearly illustrates the larger diameter of the interior-facing surface of non-slip
member 112 versus the exterior-facing surface. These surfaces are separated by the groove or
recess 182, which interacts with the smaller opening 120 in upper shell piece 102, as
discussed above with regard to FIG. 4. As discussed above, the larger diameter of the interior
surface prevents the non-slip member 112 from falling out of the non-slip region 110 because
of interference between the larger diameter of the interior surface of non-slip member 112
and the smaller diameter of opening 120. The exterior surface of non-slip member 112
preferably has a ridged or roughened surface features in order to provide a better gripping
surface and prevent the protection system from slipping on a solid surface. The exterior

surface may also comprise different logos or other surface textures as desired.
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[0056] The inclusion of rare-earth magnet 802 into non-slip member 112 is shown
in FIG. 8C. This figure illustrates that the rare-earth magnet is preferably inserted into the
indentation 192 on the interior surface of non-slip member 112. An optional cover piece 804
preferably made of the same material as non-slip member 112 can be placed on the interior-
facing side of the rare-earth magnet 802 to provide a buffer between the magnet and the
handheld electronic device within protection system 100.

[0057] FIGS. 9A-C illustrate one embodiment of the different components of
mounting member 108. As shown in FIG. 9A, interlocking member 902 has a plurality of
engaging members 912 located preferably at 90 degree intervals around the circumference of
the interlocking member 902. This surface of interlocking member 902 may also display a
logo or other information.

[0058] The connecting surface of interlocking member 902 is shown in FIG. 9B.
Interlocking member 902 is attached to at least one mounting base 904, shown in FIG. 9C,
preferably via a screw 906 (Figure 6) received within a boss 920 of the interlocking member
902. However, other means of attachment may be used to connect the interlocking member
902 to at least one mounting base 904. Preferably, the interlocking member 902 and the
mounting base 904 include complementary interference features that locate the interlocking
member 902 and mounting base 904 relative to one another in a rotational direction and
inhibit or prevent the relative rotation of the interlocking member 902 and the mounting base
904. In the illustrated arrangement, the interference features include a projection 922 and a
recess 924, which are generally rectangular in shape but could be other suitable shapes, as
well. The projection 922 is positioned on the interlocking member 902 and the recess 924 is
located on the mounting base 904; however, these positions could be reversed. The
projection 922 and recess 924 locate the interlocking member 902 such that the engaging
members or tabs 912 are located in a desirable position relative to corresponding projections
or feet 926 on the surface of the mounting base 904 that faces the interlocking member 902.
The feet 926 are circumferentially offset from the tabs 912 and contact the tabs 162 of the
upper shell piece 102 to provide a stop surface to the rotation of the upper shell piece 102 at a
properly aligned position relative to the mounting member 108 when assembled thereto. The

illustrated arrangement includes the same number of feet 926 as tabs 912; however, a lesser
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number of feet 926 could also be used. The circumferential dimension of the feet 926 can be
configured such that the feet 926 contact an edge of the access opening 166 to provide some
amount of resistance to rotation of the upper shell piece 102 in a directing tending to remove
the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108 thereby inhibiting unintentional
disconnection of the upper shell piece 102 from the mounting member 108. If desired, active
locks could also be provided to prevent unintentional disconnection of the upper shell piece
102 from the mounting member 108.

[0059] FIG. 10 depicts one embodiment of an assembled mounting member 108
preferably comprised of two mounting bases 904 and an interlocking member 902. In other
embodiments, mounting member 108 may be further comprised of additional mounting bases
904 or a spacer, not shown, between the mounting bases.

[0060] The side of interlocking member 902 shown in FIGS. 9A and 10 is
inserted into the attachment region 106 formed by interlocking surfaces 116 and 126 by
aligning the tabs or engaging members 912 of interlocking member 902 with the access
openings 166 in the attachment region 106, as seen in FIG. 2. Preferably rotating or twisting
mounting member 108 in a clockwise direction results in the tabs or engaging members 912
of interlocking member 902 rotating behind or inside of interlocking surface 126 until further
rotational movement is stopped by interaction with interlocking surface 116. This rotational
movement of interlocking member 902 results in the rigid yet removable attachment of
mounting member 108 to protection system 100. Similarly, rotation or twisting of
interlocking member 902 in the opposite direction allows for removal of mounting member
108.

[0061] Attachment or detachment of protection system 100 from the mounting
member 108 occurs either through rotation of mounting member 108 (resulting in rotation of
interlocking member 902) or through rotation of the handheld electronic device within the
protection system 100, as when the mounting member 108 is securely attached to another
surface.

[0062] With reference to Figure 11, one accessory that may be used with
protection system 100 includes a bike mount 1100. The illustrated bike mount 1100 may be

mounted on or as a replacement of the top cap of a bicycle steering stem arrangement,
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preferably using screw 1120. In particular, the bike mount piece 1110 preferably replaces the
top cap of a standard bicycle steering headset system and rests on the upper surface of the
front fork steerer tube or steering stem spacer. As is known, the top cap is utilized to adjust
a preload of the bearings in the bicycle steering headset system. Once the steering stem is
clamped to the steerer tube, the top cap is no longer providing any function. The present bike
mount 1100 can replace the standard top cap. Preferably, the mount piece 1110 is adjustable
(e.g., rotatable) with respect to the bike mount attachment piece 1130. In particular, in the
illustrated arrangement, the bike mount attachment piece 1130 includes an arm portion that
extends from the mount piece 1110. The arm portion is rotatably coupled to the mount piece
1110 by a pivot assembly. The bike mount attachment piece 1130 may attach to the upper
shell piece 102 using the interlocking mounting arrangement discussed above.

[0063] Although this application discloses certain preferred embodiments and
examples, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the present inventions extend
beyond the specifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative embodiments and/or uses
of the invention and obvious modifications and equivalents thereof. Further, the various
features of these inventions can be used alone, or in combination with other features of these
inventions other than as expressly described above. While the disclosed embodiments are
primarily directed to a protection system for a handheld electronic device, aspects of the
invention may be used in connection with other types of protection systems. Thus, it is
intended that the scope of the present inventions herein disclosed should not be limited by the
particular disclosed embodiments described above, but should be determined only by a fair

reading of the claims that follow.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic
device and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case
comprising a rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic
device and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned
adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic
device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region designed
to receive a flexible member, the attachment region comprising an open space and a
recessed surface formed by the disposition of a smaller opening within a larger
opening;

wherein the flexible member comprises a non-slip material shaped to fit
within the open space, the flexible member having a peripheral groove that engages
the recessed surface to couple the flexible member to the case, wherein the flexible
member further comprises an indentation within an interior surface that, in use, faces
the electronic device; and

a magnet received within the indentation of the flexible member.

2. The case system of Claim 1, further comprising a cover piece adjacent an
inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

3. The case system of Claim 2, wherein the cover piece is made of the same
material as the flexible member.

4. The case system of Claim 1, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

5. The case system of Claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the flexible member
is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case.

6. The case system of Claim 1, wherein the flexible member comprises a
frictional gripping exterior surface that enhances frictional engagement of the system with a

surface on which the system is placed.
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7. The case system of Claim 6, wherein the frictional gripping exterior surface of
the flexible member comprises roughened surface features.

8. A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic
device and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case
comprising a rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic
device and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned
adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic
device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region;

a flexible member positioned within the attachment region; and

a magnet received within an indentation of the flexible member;

wherein, in use, the magnet allows the case to be removably coupled to a
magnetic surface.

9. The case system of Claim 8, further comprising a cover piece adjacent an
inner surface of the magnet that, in use, is located between the magnet and the electronic
device.

10. The case system of Claim 9, wherein the cover piece is made of the same
material as the flexible member.

11. The case system of Claim 8, wherein the magnet is a rare-earth magnet.

12. The case system of Claim 8, wherein at least a portion of the flexible member
is disposed outwardly of an outer surface of the rear portion of the case.

13. The case system of Claim 8, wherein an exterior surface of the flexible
member comprises frictional gripping surface features that enhance frictional engagement of
the system with the magnetic surface.

14. The case system of Claim 13, wherein the frictional gripping surface features
comprise ridges.

15. A mountable case system for a handheld electronic device, comprising:

a case configured to be selectively connectable to the handheld electronic

device and retain the electronic device within an interior space of the case, the case
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comprising a rear portion that is positioned along a rear surface of the electronic
device and a side portion extending from the rear portion and being positioned
adjacent at least a portion of a top, bottom, left and right sides of the electronic
device;

wherein the rear portion of the case comprises an attachment region having an
open space with a perimeter, the perimeter of the open space defined by a single piece
of the rear portion of the case;

a magnetic material received within the open space;

wherein, in use, the magnetic material allows the case to be removably
coupled to a cooperating magnetically attractive material.
16. The case system of Claim 15, further comprising a cover piece adjacent an

inner surface of the magnetic material that, in use, is located between the magnetic material

and the electronic device.
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CASE AND MOUNT SYSTEM FOR HANDHELD ELECTRONIC DEVICE

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A protective case for a handheld electronic device is provided. The protective case
can include a removable mounting system comprised of an interlocking member and a
plurality of mounting bases. The protective case may further include a non-slip member to
prevent the device from slipping on a surface and a magnet for attaching the device to a

magnetic surface.
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