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About LOINC

Origins of LOINC
LOINC, which stands for Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes, was
initiated in 1994 by Clem McDonald, then an investigator at Regenstrief Institute,

a non-profit medical research organization associated with Indiana University.
Indianapolis-based Regenstrief organized the LOINC Committee to develop a
common terminology for laboratory and clinical observations because there was a

growing trend to send clinical data electronically from laboratories and other data
producers to hospitals, physician's offices, and payers who use the data for clinical

care and management purposes.

At the time—and still today—most laboratories and clinical services use HL7 to send
their results electronically from their reporting systems to their care systems.

However, the tests in these messages are identified by means of their internal,
idiosyncratic code values. As a result, receiving care system cannot fully "understand"

and properly file the results they receive unless they either adopt the producer's test
codes (which is impossible if they receive results from multiple sources), or invest in
the work to map each result producer's code system to their internal code system.
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Clem J. McDonald, MD

•—•—•—•

•—•

Here's the problem that LOINC
solves:

LOINC provides universal codes and
names that provide the global lingua

franca for identifying tests and
observations.
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What LOINC is
LOINC is a common language (a set of identifiers, names, and codes) for identifying

health measurements, observations, and documents.

LOINC is a rich catalog of measurements, including laboratory tests, clinical measures

like vital signs and anthropometric measures, standardized survey instruments, and
more. LOINC also contains codes for collections of these items, such as panels, forms,
and documents.

LOINC enables the exchange and aggregation of clinical results for care delivery,
outcomes management, and research by providing a set of universal codes and

structured names to unambiguously identify things you can measure or observe.

Put another way, LOINC provides the lingua franca for interoperable data
exchange.

Today, it contains concepts for everything from a serum alpha 1 antitrypsin level to a
zygomatic arch x-ray report. For each concept, LOINC contains many other rich

details, such as synonyms, units of measure, and carefully crafted descriptions.

More information on LOINC development

More about Regenstrief Institute and the LOINC Committee

Acknowledgments of LOINC Funding Support
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

 SearchLOINC
Explore LOINC directly in
your web browser

 Donate
Help support LOINC's work
with a donation

 Request a LOINC
Follow our steps to make
your term submission

 LOINC Conference
Live instruction in-person
plus committee meetings

LOINC Version 2.71
96,635 Terms • Released 2021-08-23

Search LOINC.org  Search

See our retrospective on 25 years in pursuit of health data interoperability!

 Learn

 Content

 Downloads

Community

Get Started

Knowledge Base

Videos

Recommended
Readings

About LOINC

Articles

Domains

Request New LOINC
Terms

LOINC Prerelease
Terms

LOINC Guides

LOINC Groups

LOINC Panel Browser

Top Result & Order
Code Lists

LOINC Related OIDs

LOINC Table

RELMA

Accessory Files

Release Archive

LOINC Committee

International

User Forum

Meetings

Targeted Subsets

Adopter Directory

SDO Collaboration

Technical Services

Mailing List

Twitter @LOINC

Atlas of LOINC Users

Special Workgroups

Knowledge Base

Contact LOINC

Funding Support

News

LOINC License

Privacy Policy

Website Terms of
Service

Code of Conduct

Accessibility Info

Branding Guidelines

LOINC Team

Annual Reports

Strategic Plan Summary
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