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Synonyms of teach >

transitive verb

1 a :to cause to know something

taught them a trade

b :to cause to know how

is teaching me to drive

€ :to accustom to some action or attitude

teach students to think for themselves

d : to cause to know the disagreeable consequences of some action

I'll teach you to come home late
2 :to guide the studies of

3 :toimpart the knowledge of

teach algebra

4 a :toinstruct by precept, example, or experience

b :to make known and accepted

experience teaches us our limitations

5 :to conductinstruction regularly in

teach school

intransitive verb

: to provide instruction : act as a teacher
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Choose the Right Synonym for teach

TEACH, INSTRUCT, EDUCATE, TRAIN, DISCIPLINE, SCHOOL mean to cause to acquire knowledge or skill.

TEACH applies to any manner of imparting information or skill so that others may learn.

taught us a lot about our planet

INSTRUCT suggests methodical or formal teaching.

instructs raw recruits in military drill

EDUCATE implies development of the mind.

more things than formal schooling serve to educate a person

TRAIN stresses instruction and drill with a specific end in view.

trained foreign pilots to operate the new aircraft

DISCIPLINE implies training in habits of order and precision.

a disciplined mind

SCHOOL implies training or disciplining especially in what is hard to master.

schooled the horse in five gaits

He enjoys teaching his students about history.
She taught English for many years at the high school.
The church teaches compassion and forgiveness.

Someone needs to teach her right and wrong.

See More v

Recent Examples on the Web

Talking with my mom about these beliefs taught me at a young age that conversations about work are necessarily personal.
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— Peter Debruge, Variety, 7 Oct. 2023

It's been so fun meeting you at conferences and events around the city, and your emails have warmed my heart and taught me a lot.
- Anne Sraders, Fortune, 6 Oct. 2023
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These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current usage of the word 'teach.' Any opinions expressed in the
examples do not represent those of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.
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Etymology

Middle English techen to show, instruct, from Old English taecan; akin to Old English tacn sign — more at TOKEN entry 1

First Known Use

before the 12th century, in the meaning defined at transitive sense 1a

Time Traveler

The first known use of teach was before the 12th century

See more words from the same century

practice-teach teach-in
teach (someone) a lesson show/teach (someone) a trick or two

you can't teach an old dog new tricks
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tea ceremony

teach

teachability

[ See More Nearby Entries > ]
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“Teach.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/teach. Accessed 1
9 Oct. 2023.
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1 :toassistinlearning how to do something : show how

teach a child to read

2 :to guide the studies of : INSTRUCT Lynk Exhibit 2048
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4 :tobeateacher

5 :tocauseto learn: cause to know the effects of an action

the experience taught him to be more careful

Nglish: Translation of teach for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of teach for Arabic Speakers

Last Updated: 11 Oct 2023 - Updated example sentences

Love words? Need even more definitions?
Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and advanced search—ad free!

REMODEL YOURS
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WORD OF THE DAY

quintessence @

See Definitions and Examples »

Get Word of the Day daily email!

Your email address

Games & Quizzes

Quordle Blossom Word Game
Can you solve 4 words at once? You can make only 12 words. Pick the best ones!
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