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common properties or behavior. [< sepTUPLE (modeled on TRIPLET).]
sep-ul.cher (sép’al-kor) n. 1. A burial vault. 2. A receptacle for
sacred relics, especially in an altar. & tr.v. -chered, -cher-ing, -chers
To place into a sepulcher; inter. [Middle English sepulcre < Old French
< Latin sepulcrum, sepulchrum < sepultus, past participle of sepelire, to
bury the dead.]

sa.pul.chral (so-piil’/kral, -pool’-) adj. 1. Of or relating to a burial
vault or a receptacle for sacred relics. 2. Suggestive of the grave; funereal.
—sespul’chralsly adv.

sep.ul.chre (sép’al-kor) n. & v. Chiefly British Variant of sepul-
cher.

sep-ulture (sépfal-choor’, -chor) n. 1. The act of interment; burial.
2. A sepulcher. [Middle English < Old French < Latin sepultiira < sepul-
tus, past participle of sepelire, to bury the dead.]

seq. abbr. 1. sequel 2. Latin sequens (the following)

seqy¢j. abbr. Latin sequentia (the following [things])

se.qua-cious (si-kwa’shas) adj. 1. Highly impressionable or un-
questioning, especially in following a leader or embracing an idea: “False
philosophers . .. have beclouded educated but sequacious minds” (John
Gardner). 2. Coherent or flowing smoothly from one part to the next: I
make these notes, but am tired of notes . . . I want something sequacious
now & robust” (Virginia Woolf). [< Latin sequdx, sequdc-, pursuing <
sequi, to follow; see sek™W-1 in App. I.] —se.qua’cious.ly adv. —se.
quac’isty (-kwis’i-té) n.

se.qquel (sé’kwol) n. 1. Something that follows as a continuation, espe-
cially a literary, dramatic, or cinematic work whose narrative continues
that of a preexisting work. 2. A result or consequence: “Our dreams are
the sequel of our waking knowledge” (Ralph Waldo Emerson). [Middle
English sequele < Old French sequelle < Latin sequéla < sequi, to follow; see
sekW-1in App. L]

se.gqquel.a (si-kwél’s) n., pl. -quelsae (-kwél’é) 1. A pathological con-
dition resulting from a disease. 2. A secondary consequence or result.
[Latin sequéla, sequel; see SEQUEL.]

se.que.na-tor (sé’kws-na’tor) n. See sequencer (sense 1b).
£ \ 1

se.quence (sé’kwans, -kwéns’) n. 1. A following of one thing after
another; succession. 2. An order of succession; an arrangement. 3. A
related or continuous series. See Synonyms at series. 4. Games Three
or more playing cards in consecutive order; a run. 5. A series of related
shots that constitute a complete unit of action in a movie. 6. Music A
melodic or harmonic pattern successively repeated at different pitches
with or without a key change. 7. Roman Catholic Church A hymn sung
between the gradual and the Gospel. 8. Mathematics An ordered set of
quantities, as x, 2x%, 3x3, 4x*. 9. Biochemistry The order of constituents
in a polymer, especially the order of nucleotides in a nucleic acid or of
the amino acids in a protein. ¢ tr.v. -quenced, -quencsing, -quencs
es 1. To organize or arrange in a sequence. 2. To determine the order of
constituents in (a polymer, such as a nucleic acid or protein molecule).
[Middle English, a type of hymn < Old French < Medieval Latin sequen-
tia, hymn, that which follows (from its following the alleluia) < Late
Latin < Latin sequéns, sequent-, present participle of sequi, to follow; see

sek™-1in App. L]

SE-UCTIC-CT (se’kwon-sar, -Kwen'-) 7. One that sequences, as: a. An
electronic device or software program that can be instructed to order
and modify digitally stored musical sounds for playback, as through a
synthesizer. b. An apparatus for determining the order of constituents
in a biological polymer, usually DNA or protein. In this sense also called
sequenator.

se.quent (sé’kwant) adj. 1. Following in order or time; subsequent.
2. Following as a result; consequent. < n. A result;a consequence. [Latin
sequéns, sequent-, present participle of sequi, to follow; see SEQUENCE.]
se.quen.tial (si-kwén’shol) adj. 1. Forming or characterized by a
sequence, as of units or musical notes. 2. Sequent. —se.quen’ti-al’is
ty (-shé-alfi-té) n. —se.quen’tialely adv.

se.ques.ier (si-kwéstor) v. -tered, -tereing, -ters —tr. 1. To
remove or set apart; segregate or hide: “Some of the actors . .. found it
disturbing that the director was sequestered in an off-stage control booth”
(Gene D. Phillips). See Synonyms at isolate. 2, To cause to withdraw
into seclusion: students who sequester themselves in libraries. 3. To remove
or isolate (a chemical, often a gas) from an environment by incorpora-
tion, mixing, or insertion under pressure: plants that sequester toxins from
wetlands; plans to sequester carbon dioxide produced by a power plant by
injection into an underground aquifer. 4a. Law To take temporary pos-
session of (property) as security against legal claims. b. To requisition
and confiscate (enemy property). —intr. Chemistry To undergo seques-
tration. [Middle English sequestren < Old French < Latin sequestrare, to
give up for safekeeping < Latin sequester, depositary, trustee; see sek"-1
in App. L]

se.ques-tered (si-kwés’tord) adj. 1. Remote or difficult to get to;
isolated: a sequestered village in the mountains. 2. Set apart from or pre-
vented from having from contact with others: a sequestered jury.
se.ques.trant (si-kwés’trant) 7. A chemical that promotes seques-
tration.

se.ques.trate (sé’kwi-strat/, sék/wi-, si-kwés’trat’) tr.v. -tratsed,
-trateing, -trates To sequester. [Middle English sequestraten < Latin
sequestrdre, sequestrat-, to give up for safekeeping; see SEQUESTER.]
se.ques-tra.tion (sé’kwi-stra’shan, sék’wi-) n. 1. The act or process
of sequestering: the sequestration of the jury. 2. Law a. The sequester-
ing of property. b. The writ authorizing such sequestering. ¢. The legal
process by which such sequestering is accomplished. 3. Chemistry The
inhibition or prevention of normal ion behavior by combination with

sepulcher | serendipity

chelates of metallic ions. 4. The process of removing a chemical from the
environment and sequestering it in an organic or physical structure.
se.ques.trum (si-kwés’trom) n., pl. -tra (-tra) A fragment of dead
bone separated from healthy bone as a result of injury or disease. [Latin,
deposit < neuter of sequester, depositary, trustee; see sek™-1 in App. L]
se.quin (sé’kwin) n. 1. A small shiny ornamental disk, often sewn
on cloth; a spangle. 2. A gold coin of the Venetian Republic. Also called
zecchino. < tr.v. -quined, -quin-ing, -quins To affix sequins to (a gar-
ment, for example). [French < Old French, Venetian coin < Italian zec-
chino < zecca, mint < Arabic sikka, coin die < sakka, to close, coin; see
skk in App. IL]

se.quoi.a (si-kwoi’s) n. 1. The giant sequoia. 2. Either of two similar
trees, the redwood or the dawn redwood. [New Latin Sequoia, genus
name, after SEQUOYA.]

Se.quoy-a or Se.quoy-ah (si-kwoi’a) Also called George Guess.
17702-1843. Cherokee scholar who developed a system of transcribing
the Cherokee language.

se.ra (sir/s) n. A plural of serum. .
sé.rac also seerac (so-rik’, sa-) n. A large pointed mass of ice in
glacier isolated by intersecting crevasses. [French, cottage cheese, sérac,
perhaps < Vulgar Latin *serdceum, whey < Latin serum.]

se.ra.glio (so-ril’yo, -ril’-) n., pl. -glios 1. A large harem. 2. A sul-
tan’s palace. Also called serai. [Italian serraglio, enclosure, seraglio, prob-
ably partly < Vulgar Latin *serraculum, enclosure (< *serrare, to lace up
< Latin serdre < sera, door-bar) and partly < Turkish saray, palace (<
Persian sardy, inn; see tera-2 in App. 1).]

sa.raei (so-ri’é, -1i) n., pl. -is 1. See caravansary. 2. See seraglio
(sense 2). [Turkish saray, palace; see SERAGLIO.]

ser.al (sir’al) adj. Of or relating to an ecological sere: a seral stage; a
seral community.

se.ra.-pe also saeraspe (so-ra’/pé, -rip’é) n. A long blanketlike shawl,
often brightly colored and fringed at the ends, worn especially by Mexi-
can men. [American Spanish sarape.]

ser.aph (sér/sf) n., pl. -a-phim (->-fim) or -aphs 1. Bible A celestial
being having three pairs of wings. 2. seraphim Christianity The first of
the nine orders of angels in medieval angelology. [Back-formation < pl.
seraphim < Middle English seraphin < Old English < Late Latin seraphin,
seraphim < Greek serapheim < Hebrew Sorapim, pl. of Sarap, fiery serpent,
seraph < $arap, to burn; see $rp* in App. I1.] —se-raph’ic (so-riffik),
see-raph’iecal (-i-kol) adj. —se-raph/i-cal-ly adv.

Se-ra-pis (so-ra’pis) n. Mythology An ancient Egyptian god of the un-
derworld who combined characteristics of Osiris and Apis and was also
worshiped in ancient Greece and Rome. [Latin Sarapis, Serapis < Greek
Sardpis < Egyptian wsrj-hp : wsrj, Osiris; see OsIRrIs + hp, Apis.]

Serb (strb) n. 1. A native or inhabitant of Serbia. 2. A person of Ser-
bian ancestry. [Serbian Srb.]

Ser.bi.a (str/bé-3) A republic of southeast Europe on the northern
Balkan peninsula. Serbs settled the region in the 6th century and formed
an independent kingdom in the 13th century. Dominated by the Ot-
toman Empire after 1389, Serbia did not regain its independence until
1878. The new kingdom of Serbia expanded its territory during the
Balkan wars (1912-1913). After the assassination (1914) of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand by a Serbian nationalist, Austria-Hungary declared war
on Serbia, sparking World War I. In 1918 Serbia became a major constitu-
ent of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, which was later
(1929) renamed Yugoslavia. After the disintegration of Yugoslavia in the
1990s, Serbia remained united to Montenegro until 2006, when the two
became separate republics.

Serbia and Montenegro Formerly Yugoslavia. A former coun-
try of southeastern Europe consisting of Serbia and Montenegro, the last
two remaining constituent states after Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
Macedonia, and Slovenia seceded from Yugoslavia in 1991. The name
Yugoslavia was officially abandoned in 2003, and Serbia and Montenegro
split into two independent republics in 2006.

Ser-bi.an (str’bé-an) n. 1. A native or inhabitant of Serbia; a Serb. 2.
The South Slavic language of the Serbs, written in a Cyrillic alphabet. 4
adj. Of or relating to Serbia or its people, language, or culture.
Ser-bo-Cro.a.tian (sir’'bo-kro-a’shon) n. 1. The closely related
South Slavic languages of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
and Serbia when considered as a single language. 2. A native speaker of
Serbo-Croatian. —Ser’bo-Cro-a’tian adj.

sere’ also sear (sir) adj. Withered; dry: sere vegetation at the edge of the
desert. [Middle English < Old English séar.]

sare? (sir) n. The entire sequence of ecological communities succes-
sively occupying an area from the initial stage to the climax. [< SERIES.]
ser-e.nade (sér’>-nad’, sér/>-nad’) n. 1. A musical performance
given to honor or express love for someone, often by one person. 2.
South Atlantic US See shivaree. 3. An instrumental composition that
is written for a small ensemble and that has characteristics of the suite
and the sonata. %+ v. -nad-ed, -nad-ing, -nades —tr. To perform a
serenade for. —intr. To perform a serenade. [French sérénade < Italian
serenata < sereno, calm, clear, the open air < Latin serénus; see SERENE.]
—ser’e-nad’er n.

ser.en-.dip.i.ty (sér’an-dip/i-t&) n., pl -ties 1. The faculty of
making fortunate discoveries by accident. 2. The fact or occurrence
of such discoveries. 3. An instance of making such a discovery. [< the
characters in the Persian fairy tale The Three Princes of Serendip, who
made such discoveries < Persian Sarandip, Sri Lanka < Arabic Sarandib,
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5 Stress marks: / (primary);
ultimately < Sanskrit Simhaladvipah : Simhalah, Sri Lanka + dvipah '
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