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selgn-eur (san- rytu’y: senqyoer’) ni 1. A man:of rank, especially a
feudal lord in the ancien régime. 2..In: Canada, a man .who owned a
large estate originally held by a feudal grant from the king of France. 3.
Used as a form of address for such a man. [French < Old French seignor
< Vulgar Latin *senior; see SEIGNIOR] —seignseur’i-al adj.

Selgn .eur.y (san/y>-ré) n., pl: -ies The power, rank, or estate of a
seigneur.

seign.ior (san-yor/, san’yor’) n. ‘l A man of rank, espectally afeudal
lord. 2. Used as a form of address for such a man. [Middle English segnour *

< Old French seignor < Vu_lgar Latin *senior < Latin, older, comparative of
senex, sen-, old; see sen- in App. 1.] —sei-gnio/risal adj.
seign.ior.age (sin’yor-ij) n. Revenue-or a profit taken from the
minting of coins, usually the difference between the value of the bullion
used and the face value of the'coin::[Middle English seigneurage < Old
French < seignor, seignior; see SEIGNIOR.]

seign.ior.y (sanfys-ré) n., pl. -ies The power, rank, or estate of a
feudal lord. Also called signory. [Middle Englrsh sexgmorxe < Old French
< seignor, seignior; see SEIGNIOR. ]

seine (san) n. A-large fishing net:made to hang vemcally in the water
by weights at the lower edge and floats at the top. % v. seined, sein.ing,
seines —intr. To fish with such a net: —tr. To fish for:or catch with such
a net. [Middle English < Old English segne < Gerrnamc *sagma < Latin
sagéna < Greek sagéné.] —sein’er .- .

Seine (sin, sén) A river of northern France ﬂowmg about 770 km (480
mi) generally northwest to the Bay of the Seine, an inlet of the English
Channel, near Le Havre. It has been an important commercial waterway
since Roman times and has figured sxgmﬁcantly in the histories of Paris,
Rouen, and Le Havre. .

se!se (séz) v Var;ant of;seize (sense 5).-

sel.sin also seiszin (se/zm) n. 1. Legal possession of land asa freehold
estate. 2a. The act or.an instance of taking legal possession of land. b.
Property thus possessed. [Mlddle English seisine < Old French saisine <
sezszr, to seize; sge.SEIZE, ]

seism (si’zom) n. See earthquake. [Greek sexsmos < sezem, to
shake.]

seis.mic (siz/mik). adj. 1. Of, subject to, or caused by an earthquake
or earth vibration. 2. Earthshaking: an issue of seismic proportions and
ramlﬁcatlons —seis/mi-calsly adv.

seis. mlc-l-ty (siz-mis’i-té) n. The frequency or magnitude of carth-
quake activity in a given area,

seis.-mism (siz’miz’om) n. The phenomena involved in earthquakes.
seismo- or seism- pref. Earthquake: seismograph. [Greek < seismos,
seism; seg SEISM.],

seis-mosgram. (siz’mo-grim’) n. The record of an earth tremor
made by a seismograph.

seissmo-graph (siz’ma-grif’) n. An instrument for automatrcally
detecting and recording the intensity, direction, and duration of a move-
ment of the ground, especially of an earthquake. —seissmog’ra-pher
(siz- mog'rs -for) n. —seis’mosgraphfic (-grif’ik), seis‘'mo-graph’i.
cal (-i-kal) adj, —seissmog/rasphy. n.

seis:mol.0.gy (siz-mol/a-jé) n. The geophysical science of carth-
quakes and the mechanical properties of the: earth: —seis’mo-log/ic
(-ma-16jtik), seis'mo-log/i-cal (-i- kel) adj. —seis mOoIoglr-cal ly
adv. —seisemol/o.gist #,

seis.-momntse-.ter (siz-mém/i- tsr) n. A detectmg devxce that receives
seismic impulses. —sels’mOomet'rlo( SHES met’rtk), seis’mosmet’rie
cal (-ri-kol) adj.

seis.mome-e-try (sizz-mom/i- tre) n. The scientific study and record—
ing of earthquakes.

seis. ‘mo:scope (siz’ma-skop’) n. An instrument that md1cates the
occurrenceor time of occurrence of an earthquake —seis’mo-scop/ic
(- skoplrk) adj. © & i

sei-sor (sé’zar, -z6r’) n. Variant of seizor.

sei-tan (sa’tén’) A A'cliewy, protein-rich food made from wheat gluten
and used as a eat substitute: [Coined by George Ohsawa (1893-1966),
]apanese advocate of macrobiotics:]

sei whalei(sa) n. A baleen whale (Balaenoptera borealis) having a
grayish body with a whitish underside, a curved dorsal fin; ‘and grooves
on the throat. [Partial translation of Norwegran seihval; see SEL]

seize (séz) v. seized] seiz-ing, seizses —tr. 1. To grasp suddenly
and forcibly; take or grab: seize a sword. 2a. To take by’ force; capture
or conquer: The kidnappers seized the prtnce The invaders seized the city.
b. To take quick and forcible possession‘of; confiscate: The police seized
a cache of illegal drugs. 3a. To focus the dttentiori or intellect on: seize
an idea and develop it to the fullest extent. b. To make‘use of (an op-
portunity, for example). 4a. To have a sudden overwhelining effect on: a
heinous crime that seized the minds and'ethotionsof the populace. b. To
overwlielm physically: a: person who was seized with' a terminal disease.
5. also seise (séz) Law To cause (someone) to bein possession of some-

‘thing, 6. Nautical To bind (a rope) to another, or'to a spar, with turns of

small line. —intr: 1. To lay sudden or forcible hold of something. 2a. To
cohete or'fuse with another part as a result of high pressure or tempera-
ture and restrict or prevent further motion or flow. b. To'come to'a halt:
The talks seized. up:and were'rescheduled: 3: To exhibit signs of seizure
activity, usually with convulsions. —phrasal verb: seize.on.To focus
one’s-attention-or intellect on: seized on the notion of gender as.a cultural
construct. (Middle English seisen < Old French séisir, to take possess1on,
of Germaniciorigin. ] —seiz’a<ble adj. —seiz’er n.

sei«zin (sé’zin) n. Variant of seisin.

seizsing (sé’zing) n. Nautical 1A binding of multtple turns of thread
or light line'around a rope end to keep it from unlaymg 2. The hghter
line so used.
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sei.zor also.sei-sor (sé/zax -z0r") n: Onéwho-takes seisinis:
sei.zure (sé/zhat) n. 1. The act or an instance of seizing or:the condlv
tion ‘of being seized.. 2. A sudden attack spasm, or convulswn, as in
epr.lepsyor another disorder.t s 10 10y . o tentens Jis
seizure disorder n. See epllepsy Livor v v
se-la-dang (si-la’ding) n. See gaur. [Malay] - Vi
se.lag.i-nel.la (ss-13j’2-nél’s) n. Any of numerous often creepmg
or_prostrate vascular plants of the gerilis Selaginella that bear' spotes,
have.sitiall scalelike leaves, and are closely related: to theclub' mosses:
Also called spikemoss. [New Latin Selaginella; genus name < Latin selagoy
selagin-}-a plant resemblmg savrn, probably a kind of club moss or se-
laginella.] - !
se.lah (se'la, sel'a) mter] Used to conclude a verse m the Psalms.
[Hebrew sela.] g o
sel.dom (s&’dom) adv. Not often, mfrequently or' rérely See' Usage
Note at rarely. < adj. Infrequent; rare:-one;of my'seldom visits to-the
area. [M:ddle Englxsh < Old Enghsh seldum alteration of seldani}.~sel/~

carbnos

se.lect (si- lekt') . -lect-ed ~Iect~1ng, -lects —tr.To take as cholce
from among several; pick out. =itr. Tomake a choice or sélection. <.
adj. 1. Singled-out in preference; chosen: a select few. 2. of $pecial qual-
ity or value; choice: select peaches. 3. Of or-relating to a:lean grade of
beef. 4., Careful or refined in makingselections;discriminating: s+ . 1.
One that is chosen in preference to others or because of spe¢ialivalue: 2.

(used with-a pl. verb) Chosen or preferred- items or, people: considered
as a group. Often used with the. [Latin séligere, séléct-+: sé-, apart;:see
s(w)e- in App. I + legere, to choose; see leg- in. App. 1 ] —seslec’ta:ble

adj. —se-lect/ness n.. —seslec’torn. T R
se.lect.ee (si-lek’te’) n. One who s selected, espec1 for.
service.: b d

se.lec.tion (si- lek’shan) n 1 ’Ihe act of selectmg somethmg looked
at the pears and made a careful selection. 2. One that is selected; suchas
a literary or musical text chogen for.reading or performance: For her last
" selection she sang an old favorite, 3a. 'A.carefully chosen or representative
collection of people or things: a book containing a selection of the author’s
best work. b. A-range of thmgs from which one can' make aichoice:astore
with a wide selection of magazines. See Synonyms at.choice: 4 Biology:A
natural or artificial process that involves the survival and reprodugtion.of
some kinds of organisms instead of others (because they have traits that
are better adapted to the environment or that are preferred by a. breeder,
for.example). and results in changes in the; traits of a: populatl 1
cies. —se-lec’tion.al (-sha-nal) adj. ¥ i
se. Iec-tlon-lst (si-1&k’sha-nist) n. One whq believes: that evoluuon

——se'lec'tlon-lst adj. ; 1Az ne )
se.lec-tive (si-1ék’tiv) adj. 1& ;Of or characterrzed by. sélecuon, dis=
criminating. 2. Empowered:or tendingrto select: 3! “Electronics-Able to
reject frequencies other than'the one selectéd or tuned —-sq-lecltlve-
ly adv. —se-lec’tive.ness, se.lec’tiv’isty. n .. dt i eaqirk
selective estrogen receptor: modulator n. Abbr. SERM
Any of a group of nonsteroidal drugs, suchi as'taloxifene and tamoxifen,
that bind to estrogen receptors and act in. somecases: as estrogen agomsts
and in others as estrogen antagonists.:. i

nd aionning o oy t
selective serotonin:reuptake: mhlbltorxm ANSSRIb! )
selective service n. A’ system for: callmg up rpeople'r,oi‘ cdmpulsoty
military service. - 170wl v ol g ibait ol andiad
se.Jectiman (si- lekt’man”,
chosen annually in New England‘commumtres to manage local affaifs: "
se.lect.wome.an (si- lekt'woom’an) n. A woman who'is’ one dfa

manage local affairs.

sedeg-i-line (so-1&j>-1en’) . Adrug, C13H,-,N that is an irreversible
inhibitor of a specific type of monoamine’ oxidase, uséd'int its hydrochloi
ride form in conjunction with levodopa and carbldopa 0 treat paﬁents
with Parkinson’s disease. [Probably SELé(é'rrva) (from its emg A'selec
tive monoamine oxidase inhibitor) + alteration'of (pa' ine, a closely
related drug (ultimately < Latin arg(entum), silver: '
from the fact that one'of the constituents of pargylme was dxscovered in
a prec1p1tate containing silver + -yL + ~INE
selen~ pref, Variant of seleno-.
sel.e.nate (séla-nat’) n. A salt, ester, or an on

[SELEN(IC ACID) + -ATEZ) e

Se.le.ne (sp-1e/ne) n. Greek Mythology The goddess of the moon 0
Se.len.ga. (sél’éng-gi’) A river of northern Mongoha and ‘southeast
Russia flowmg about 1,480 km (920 mi) east and north to. Lake Baikal,
se.le-nic (s>-1e/nik, -1én’ik) adj Of, relating to, or contalmng sele-
nium. ;
selenic acid n. A hlghly corrosive hygroscoplc white sol d acxd
composition H,SeO,. i
sel-e.nif.er-ous (sél’s- nlf’ar-as) adj Contammg selemum selemfer—
ous soil. 2 At id2

sel.e.nite (sel'a nit’, si- le’» //Gypsum;i he‘form of colorless clear
crystals. [Latin selénités < Greelesele‘nites (lithos), moon (stone); iselenite
(so called because it was believed to wax and wane with the moon) <
seléné, moon; see SELENIUM. |

- sede:ni.um (si-1e/né-am) n: Symbol Se: A nonmetallic element, red

in powder form, black in vitreous form,:and metallic gray:im stable crys-
talline form, resembling sulfur and found as an impurity: in: pyrites-or
obtained as a byproduct of electrolytic.copper refining.It'is widely used
in rectifiers, as a semiconductor, and in'xerography. Its:photovoltaic and
photoconductive actions make it useful in:photocells; photographic ex-
posure meters, and solar cells. Atomic number 34;;atomic weight 78.96;
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