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Profile  
 
Extensive experience in biological and biomedical research (12 years in academia and 14 years 
in industry) including fundamental basic mechanistic studies, human disease biology, 
microbiome science, all stages of pre-clinical drug discovery and clinical development. Strategic 
and executive roles in pharma and biotech. 
 

Research Experience  
 
2019-present: Microbiotica, Cambridge, UK 
Position: SVP Research (2022-  ); VP of Translational Biology (2109-2022) 
Roles and Responsibilities:   
 Member of company executive team  
 Lead microbiome platform, discovery science and discovery teams 

(Translational Biology, Discovery Microbiology and Bioinformatics)  
 Established Translational Biology Group (in vitro and in vivo teams) 
  
2017-2019: MedImmune/AstraZeneca, Cambridge, UK 
Position: Associated Director 
Department: Oncology- Research 
Roles and Responsibilities:   
 Led a team of 9 preclinical research scientists. 
 Led preclinical immuno-oncology projects. 
 Research representative for Oleclumab clinical development team 
 Chair of strategic team focused on novel T cell targeted therapies in oncology. 
 Laboratory design and transition planning for move to new site  
 
2008-2017: MedImmune, Cambridge, UK 
Position: Senior Scientist (2012-2017); Scientist II (2008-2012) 
Department: Respiratory, Inflammation and Autoimmunity- Research 
Roles and Responsibilities:   
 Team Leader in Preclinical Research 
 Led preclinical projects in IBD, COPD, asthma and autoimmunity. 
 Co-chair of cross-functional IBD strategy team 
 Member of Clinical Development Teams for Brazikumab in Ph2a to Ph2b for 

Crohn’s disease and Abrilumab Ph2b for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis. 
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2005-2008: Cancer Research UK LRI (now part of Francis Crick Institute), London, UK. 
Position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Area of Interest: Innate immune receptors that recognise fungi. 
Achievements: Identification of the pattern recognition receptors expressed by dendritic cells 

that engage fungi, one of which is novel. Elucidation of the signalling pathways 
triggered by these fungal receptors. Analysis of the resultant cell activation, 
cytokine release and adaptive immune response by assessment of T 
lymphocyte differentiation.  

 
2001-2005: National Institute for Medical Research, London, UK. 
Position:  Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Area of Interest: Macrophage cell signalling in response to inflammatory stimuli. 
Achievements: Elucidation of two mechanisms by which LPS activates the MAP3-kinase TPL-2, 

namely degradation of an inhibitor and identification of a regulatory 
phosphorylation site.  Determination of how this regulation contributes to 
macrophage activation and induction of TNF. 

 
1996-2001: Imperial Cancer Research Fund (now part of Francis Crick Institute), London, 

UK. 
Position: Post Graduate Student and Research Fellow 
Area of Interest: Neutrophil S100 proteins associated with inflammation. 
Achievements: Cloning and characterising a novel family member. Dissection of the 

mechanisms by which these molecules modulate cell adhesion in vitro.  
 
 

Education 
 
1996-2000: PhD in Immunology at Imperial Cancer Research Fund (Awarded by University 

College London) 
 
1992-1996: BSc hon from the University of Bath, UK. Upper Second-class honours  
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* These authors contributed equally 
 
Patents and patent applications as named inventor 
 
 

Country 
Name 

 Filing / National 
Phase Entry No.  

 
Filing/National 
Phase Entry 
Date 

 Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Date 

 Patent 
Number 

 Grant Date  Status 

WIPO PCT/GB2021/052558 04 Oct 2021 WO2022/069907 07 Apr 2022     Nationalised 

Canada 3178513 19 May 2021  25 Nov 2021   Pending 

Canada 3178982 19 May 2021  25 Nov 2021   Pending 

China 202180036768.2 21 Nov 2022 115667555 31 Jan 2023     Pending 

EPO 21731263.6 15 Dec 2022 4153786 29 Mar 2023     Pending 

EPO 21731264.4 15 Dec 2022 4153787 29 Mar 2023     Pending 

Israel IL298231A 15 Nov 2022  1 Jan 2023    

India 202247071099 09 Dec 2022 202247071099 06 Jan 2023     Pending 

Republic of 
Korea 

1020227043932 19 May 2021  26 Jan 2023   Pending 

USA 17/324,898 19 May 2021 US-2021-
0275602A1  

09 Sep 2021 11,439,671 13 Sep 
2022 

Granted 

USA 17/324,899 19 May 2021 2021-0341458 04 Nov 2021 11,376,285 05 Jul 2022 Granted 

USA 17/834,584 07 Jun 2022 US-2023-
0090495A1  

23 Mar 2023     Pending 

WIPO PCT/GB2021/051206 19 May 2021 WO2021/234380 25 Nov 2021     Nationalised 

WIPO PCT/GB2021/051208 19 May 2021 WO2021/234382 25 Nov 2021     Nationalised 
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