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1
REMOTE POWER SOLUTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to the field of electrical
generation systems, and more particularly, but not by way of
limitation, to electrical generation systems adapted for pro-
viding power to electric submersible pumping systems and
associated auxiliary systems installed in locations without
access to an established power grid.

BACKGROUND

Submersible pumping systems are often deployed in wells
to recover petroleum fluids from subterranean reservoirs.
Typically, a submersible pumping system includes a number
of components, including an electric motor coupled to one or
more high performance pump assemblies. Production tubing
is connected to the pump assemblies to deliver the petroleum
fluids from the subterranean reservoir to a storage facility on
the surface.

The motor is typically an oil-filled, high capacity electric
motor that can vary in length from a few feet to nearly one
hundred feet, and may be rated up to hundreds of horsepower.
Prior art motors often include a fixed stator assembly that
surrounds a rotor assembly. The rotor assembly rotates within
the stator assembly in response to the sequential application
of electric current through different portions of the stator
assembly. The motor transfers power to the pump assembly
through a common shaft keyed to the rotor. For certain appli-
cations, intermediate gearboxes can be used to increase the
torque provided by the motor to the pump assembly.

Power is typically provided to the motor from a variable
frequency drive (or variable speed drive) through an output
(step up) transformer. The variable frequency drive is pro-
vided power from a local electrical power grid. The electric
submersible pumping system typically includes a long power
cable that extends from the surface facilities to the electrical
motor positioned downhole.

Petroleum reserves are often located in isolated, rural loca-
tions. In certain areas, access to an established power grid is
impossible or cost-prohibitive. There is, therefore, a need for
a system that can reliably and efficiently provide electrical
power to electric submersible pumps without access to an
established power grid. It is to this and other deficiencies in
the prior art that the present invention is directed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In preferred embodiments, the present invention includes
an independent power system configured to provide electrical
power to an electric submersible pumping system positioned
in a well that produces petroleum products. The independent
power system includes a generator and a driver connected to
the generator. The driver is preferably an engine that is pro-
vided with combustible gases from the petroleum products of
the well. The independent power system further includes an
integrated control system that is connected to the electric
submersible pumping system and the generator. The indepen-
dent power system is configured to balance the loads created
by the electric submersible pumping system with the output
from the electrical generator.

In another aspect, preferred embodiments include a pro-
cess for providing electrical power from a generator to one or
more electrical loads that are not connected to an established
power grid. The process includes the steps of generating
electrical power with a generator, monitoring the demand of
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the electrical loads, predicting a change in the demand of the
electrical loads with an integrated control system; and adjust-
ing the output of an electrical generator with the integrated
control system to accommodate the demand of the electrical
loads.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic depiction of a remote power
supply system constructed in accordance with a presently
preferred embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic depiction of a preferred embodi-
ment of a remote power supply system connected to a pair of
electric submersible pumping systems.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic depiction of an alternate preferred
embodiment of a remote power supply system connected to a
pair of electric submersible pumping systems.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, FIG. 1 provides a general diagrammatic depiction
of'an independent power system 100. The independent power
system 100 preferably includes at least one genset 102, a fuel
source 104, an integrated control system 106 and one or more
loads 108. The independent power system optionally includes
a load bank 110.

The genset 102 includes a driver 112 coupled to a generator
114. As generally known in the art and in accordance with
presently preferred embodiments, the driver 112 is an engine
that converts chemical energy in the fuel from the fuel source
104 into mechanical energy. The generator 114 then converts
the mechanical energy from the engine 112 into electrical
energy. The loads 108 are general references for devices or
systems that consume electrical power during a selected
operation, such as, for example, electric motors, computers,
motor controllers, lighting, heating and other electrical equip-
ment. The loads 108 may specifically include surface pumps,
water processing equipment, battery pumps, waste treatment
equipment, lighting and transfer pumps.

The integrated control system 106 includes automated con-
trol devices that are configured to control the operation of the
loads 108, monitor the operation of the loads 108, monitor the
operation of the genset 102 and adjust the output of the genset
102. In a broad sense, the preferred embodiment of the inde-
pendent power supply 100 depicted in FIG. 1 provides an
automated method for detecting the operation of the loads
108, identifying a power requirement for each load 108, and
manipulating the operation of the engine 112 and generator
114 to satisfy the power requirement for each load 108. In this
way, the integrated control system 106 balances the power
output from the genset 102 with the power demand from the
one or more loads 108.

Unlike conventional installations in which loads are con-
nected to a larger power grid, the small number of loads 108
within the independent power system 100 cause the power
demand to be relatively volatile. For example, if one of the
loads 108 consumes a significant portion of the total output
from the genset 102, and the load 108 is suddenly turned off,
the demand from the genset 102 must be rapidly reduced. The
integrated control system 106 is configured to quickly detect
or even predict the change in power demand so that the output
of the genset 102 can be immediately balanced.

Demand from the loads 108 can be predicted by the inte-
grated control system 106 based on scheduled operational
changes, historic patterns of operation or from variation in
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operational characteristics. For example, if the load 108 is an
electrical pump, the power demand for the electrical pump
can be predicted based on the flowrate of the discharge from
the pump. As the flowrate increases or decreases, the inte-
grated control system 106 can be configured to predict an
upcoming change in demand for the electric motor and adjust
the output of the genset 102 accordingly.

In case of a sudden or unpredictable drop-off in power
usage by the loads 108, the load bank 110 is activated to
take-up the excess power and stop the engine 112 from racing.
The load bank 110 can also be activated to maintain a mini-
mum load to keep the engine 112 within its preferred operat-
ing parameters (for instance not running at too low a speed
and hence too low a temperature). Inversely, if the demand of
the loads 108 increases so the sum of the demand is higher
than the normal output of the genset 102, the integrated con-
trol system 106 can be configured to overdrive for a period of
time to satisty the demand. Should an overdrive event occur,
the integrated control system 106 can be configured to send a
warning that the independent power system 100 is experienc-
ing a generation shortfall.

Turning to FIG. 2, shown therein is a diagrammatic repre-
sentation of a preferred embodiment of the independent
power system 100 used to provide power to electric submers-
ible pumping systems 116 deployed in wells 118. Although
the application of the independent power system 100 is not so
limited, it will be appreciated the that independent power
system 100 will find particular utility in providing power to
electric submersible pumping systems disposed in wells
drilled in remote locations for the production of petroleum
products.

As will beunderstood by those skilled in the art, the electric
submersible pumping system 116 typically includes a cen-
trifugal pump that is driven by one or more electrical motors.
Electricity is provided to the electrical motors through a
power cable that extends from the surface to the motor dis-
posed within the well 118. When energized, the electric sub-
mersible pumping system 116 pushes pumped fluids out of
the well 118 to surface facilities 120. The surface facilities
120 may include, for example, phase separators, storage bat-
teries and gathering lines used to separate, store and transfer
the pumped petroleum products from the well 118. Although
two electric submersible pumping system 116 are depicted in
FIG. 2, it will be appreciated that fewer or greater numbers of
electric submersible pumping systems 116 may be connected
to a single independent power system 100. It will also be
appreciated that, although the present disclosure includes the
prescribed use of the electric submersible pumping systems
116, preferred embodiments of the independent power sys-
tem 100 will include use in connection with surface-mounted
electrical pumping systems.

The electric submersible pumping system 116 further
includes a series of sensors that output signals representative
of'various operational characteristics, including, for example,
flowrate, temperature, pressure, vibration and unintended
leakage within the electric submersible pumping system 116.
The operation and monitoring of downhole electric submers-
ible pumping systems is more fully described in U.S. Pat. No.
8,347,953 issued Jan. 8, 2013, entitled “Inline Monitoring
Package for Electrical submersible Pump,” the disclosure of
which is herein incorporated by reference.

In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, the independent
power system 100 includes the genset 102, which in turn
includes a driver coupled to a generator 114. The driver is
preferably an engine 112 that is connected to the surface
facilities 120 and draws a fuel source from the surface facili-
ties 120. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the engine
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112 is a reciprocating engine capable of operating solely on
methane, ethane or other gases scavenged from the well 118.
Suitable engines are offered by General Electric Company
under the Waukesha brand. Notably, scavenging methane and
ethane to power the engine 112 presents an environmentally
responsible process for disposing of these gases. In the past,
such gases have often been vented or flared at the well 118.
Through use of emissions catalysts within the engine 112, the
exhaust gases generated by combustion within the engine 112
present a significant environmental benefit over the disposal
of unspent gases at the well 118. The performance of the
emissions catalysts can be optimized by maintaining the
engine 112 within its preferred operating parameters through
use of the integrated control system 106 and the load banks
110.

In this way, the embodiment of the independent power
system 100 depicted in FIG. 2 is capable of operating without
connection to an existing power grid or to an externally-
supplied fuel source. The ability to operate the independent
power system 100 without reliance on the delivery of liquid
fuels represents a significant benefit over the prior art.
Although reciprocating engines are presently preferred, in an
alternate embodiment, the engine 112 is a turbine engine.
Suitable turbine engines are available from General Electric
Company and can be configured to operate on a variety of
fuels.

Continuing with FIG. 2, the independent power system 100
includes a central control module 122, load banks 110, a
high-resistance ground 124, one or more variable frequency
drives 126 (two are shown) and one or more step-up trans-
formers 128 (two are shown). Each of these components is
preferably positioned on a common platform or skid 130. The
use of a skid 130 allows the independent power system 100 to
be easily transported to remote locations without the use of
cranes and reduces rig-up time. In a particularly preferred
embodiment, the skid 130 is configured to be rolled on and off
a conventional lowboy trailer.

The central control module 122 includes the integrated
control system 106 and other components used to control,
condition and direct power supplied by the genset 102. The
central control module 122 is preferably configured as an
enclosure that protects the internal components in an envi-
ronmentally controlled structure. Heating, cooling and ven-
tilation equipment (not shown) is all powered by the genset
102.

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the central control
module 122 includes a switchboard 132, an automatic voltage
regulator 134 and a filter 136. The switchboard 132 is used to
direct power supplied by the genset toward a designated load,
such as the electric submersible pumping systems 116 or the
load banks 110. The automatic voltage regulator 134 and filter
136 are used to condition the power supplied by the genset
102 and to remove or diminish the voltage waveform distor-
tions and harmonics within the independent power system
100. The filter 136 preferably includes a separate control
system that provides data about harmonics detected in the
independent power system 100. The filter 136 is preferably
programmed to automatically self-activate to reduce or elimi-
nate harmonics detected in the independent power system
100. The data from the filter 136 can also be provided to the
integrated control system 106 so that other adjustments
within the independent power system 100 can be made to
alleviate the harmonics.

The central control module 122 provides the conditioned
power to the variable frequency drives 126. The variable
frequency drives 126 are used to adjust the frequency of the
alternating current, which in turn adjusts the operational
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speed of the motor of the electric submersible pumping sys-
tem 116. The step-up transformers 128 are used to increase
the voltage of the electricity leaving the variable frequency
drives 126 to account for voltage drop experienced during
transmission to the electric submersible pumping system 116.
Alternatively, the genset 102 can be configured to produce a
higher voltage (such as 4160V instead of 480V). If the genset
102 is configured to produce a sufficiently high voltage, it
may be possible to omit the step-up transformers from the
independent power system 100.

In an alternate preferred embodiment, the independent
power system 100 is connected to two or more variable fre-
quency drives 126 such that harmonics and wave distortion
are cancelled through destructive interference. To achieve
cancellation of harmonics and wave distortions, two
matched-sets of variable frequency drives 126 are connected
to the genset 102 and operated 180 degrees out of phase. Any
resulting harmonics and wave distortions created by the non-
linear loads from the matched-sets of variable frequency
drives 126 are cancelled or significantly offset. Thus, when
connected to multiple variable frequency drives 126, it is
preferred that the variable frequency drives 126 be configured
and operated as symmetrical, non-linear loads that coopera-
tively cancel harmonics and wave distortions. The use of a
harmonics-cancelling configuration may obviate the need for
the filter 136 within the central control module 122.

The integrated control system 106 receives inputs repre-
sentative of the operational characteristics of the electric sub-
mersible pumping systems 116. The integrated control sys-
tem 106 also receives inputs from the genset 102 and other
components within the independent power system 100. In
response to these inputs, the integrated control system 106 is
configured to balance the power produced by the genset 102
with the demands of the electric submersible pumping sys-
tems 116 and other loads within the independent power sys-
tem 100. As the output from the genset 102 is adjusted to
satisfy the demands of the submersible pumping systems 116,
the integrated control system 106 also manipulates other
components within the independent power system 100 to
increase the power factor of the independent power system
100 and to optimize the performance of the electric submers-
ible pumping systems 116. As noted above, in certain circum-
stances it will be desirable for the integrated control system
106 to activate the load banks 110. The load banks 110 can be
used to buffer changes in the overall demand on the genset
102.

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the central control
module 122 further includes a data communication system
138 and a back-up power supply 140. The data communica-
tion system 138 is configured to relay information about the
operation of the independent power system 100 and the elec-
tric submersible pumping systems 116 to a remote monitor-
ing location. The data communication system 138 may
include satellite, radio, cellular, or other communications
hardware. In the event the genset 102 fails to deliver power to
the central control module 122, the back-up power supply 140
allows the data communication system 138 to continue to
send information to the remote monitoring facility for a
period oftime. This allows the independent power system 100
to self-report service needs even without power from the
genset 102.

Turning now to FIG. 3, shown therein is an alternate pre-
ferred embodiment of the independent power system 100. In
the alternate embodiment depicted in FIG. 3, the variable
frequency drives 126 have been removed and replaced with a
variable frequency alternator 142. The variable frequency
alternator 142 is configured to provide current at an output
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frequency that is dependent on the speed at which the engine
112 is operated. To increase the speed of the electric submers-
ible pumping systems 116, the speed of the engine 112 is
increased, which in turn increases the frequency of the current
supplied by the alternator 142. The use of a variable fre-
quency alternator 142 that is directly connected to the electric
submersible pumping system 116 eliminates the need for
expensive variable frequency drives 126. Furthermore,
because the power supplied by the genset 102 is directly
responsive to the demand of the electric submersible pumping
systems 116, the load banks 110 can be removed from the
independent power system 100. The genset 102 will not pro-
duce excess capacity because it is operated strictly in
response to demands of the electric submersible pumping
systems 116.

Under both embodiments depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3, the
integrated control system 106 is preferably programmed to
ensure that devices within the independent power system 100
and the electric submersible pumping systems 116 are started
in an optimal order. The integrated control system 106 waits
until one device in the start-up chain is operating correctly
before starting the next device. The integrated control system
106 also ensures that pumps are started in sequence without
putting too high a start-up load on the independent power
system 100 and to minimize harmonics and reactive power
issues. Customer-specific inputs can also be included within
the integrated control system 106. For example, the integrated
control system 106 can be programmed to activate electric
submersible pumping systems 116 on a priority basis to
ensure that certain higher priority pumps are operational
before lower priority pumps are brought online.

It is to be understood that even though numerous charac-
teristics and advantages of various embodiments of the
present invention have been set forth in the foregoing descrip-
tion, together with details of the structure and functions of
various embodiments of the invention, this disclosure is illus-
trative only, and changes may be made in detail, especially in
matters of structure and arrangement of parts within the prin-
ciples of the present invention to the full extent indicated by
the broad general meaning of the terms in which the appended
claims are expressed. It will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art that the teachings of the present invention can be
applied to other systems without departing from the scope
and spirit of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A process for providing electrical power from a genera-
tor to one or more electrical loads that are not connected to an
established power grid, the process comprising the steps of:

generating electrical power with a generator;

monitoring the demand of the electrical loads;

adjusting the output of an electrical generator with the

integrated control system to accommodate the demand
of the electrical loads, and

predicting a change in the demand of the electrical loads

with an integrated control system.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein the one or more electri-
cal loads are selected from the group consisting of submers-
ible pumps, surface pumps, water processing equipment, bat-
tery pumps, waste treatment equipment, lighting, drilling
equipment, auxiliary electrical equipment and transfer
pumps.

3. The process of claim 2, wherein the one or more electri-
cal loads is an electric submersible pumping system, and
wherein the step of monitoring the demand of the electrical
loads comprises monitoring in real-time the operational char-
acteristics of the electric submersible pumping system.
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4. The process of claim 3, further comprising the step of:
using a variable frequency drive to adjust the operational
speed of the electric submersible pumping system.
5. The process of claim 3, further comprising the step of:
using a variable frequency alternator to adjust the opera-
tional speed of the electric submersible pumping sys-
tem.
6. The process of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:
detecting a decrease in the demand of the one or more
electrical loads; and
activating a load bank to draw power from the generator.
7. The process of claim 1, wherein the one or more electri-
cal loads is two electric pumping systems, and wherein the
step of monitoring the demand of the electrical loads com-
prises monitoring in real-time the operational characteristics
of the two electric pumping systems.
8. The process of claim 7, further comprising the steps of:
providing a pair of matched variable frequency drives,
wherein each of the pair of matched variable frequency
drives is connected to a separate one of the two electric
pumping systems; and
operating the pair of matched variable frequency drives to
cancel harmonics generated by the non-linear loads pro-
duced by each of the variable frequency drives.
9. An independent power system comprising:
a generator that produces an electrical power output;
a driver connected to the generator;
an electrical load that places an electrical demand on the
generator; and
an integrated control system connected to the electrical
load and the generator; wherein the integrated control
system is configured to predict a change in the demand
of the electrical load and automatically balance the out-
put from the generator with the demand of the electrical
load.
10. The independent power system of claim 9, wherein the
electrical load is selected from the group consisting of sub-
mersible pumping systems, surface pumping systems, water
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processing equipment, battery pumps, waste treatment equip-
ment, lighting, drilling equipment, auxiliary electrical equip-
ment and transfer pumps.

11. The independent power system of claim 10, wherein
the electrical load is an electrical pumping system, and
wherein the independent power system further comprises:

a variable frequency drive in electrical communication
with the generator and the electrical pumping system;
and

wherein the operational speed of the electrical pumping
system is adjusted by controlling the variable frequency
drive.

12. The independent power system of claim 10, wherein
the generator comprises a variable frequency alternator and
wherein the variable frequency alternator is configured to
provide current at a selected frequency to the electrical pump-
ing system.

13. The independent power system of claim 9 further com-
prising:

a data communication system configured to relay informa-

tion about the operational characteristics of the indepen-
dent power system and the electrical loads; and

a back-up power supply connected to the data communi-
cation system.

14. The independent power system of claim 9, wherein the
driver is an engine that is selected form the group consisting
of reciprocating engines and turbine engines.

15. The independent power system of claim 9, further
comprising:

a load bank; and

wherein the integrated control system can activate the load

bank to draw power from the generator to balance the
output of the generator with the sum of the demand from
the load bank and the demand from the electrical load.
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