
UNITED STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONERFORPATENTS 

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE 

16/800,195 05/24/2022 

27683 7590 05/04/2022 

HA YNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory A venue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

11338955 58822.5US02 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U .S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

6906 

The Patent Term Adjustment is 162 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include 
an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office 
of Patent Legal Administration at (571 )-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should 
be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Patents Stakeholder Experience (OPSE), 
Stakeholder Support Division (SSD) at (571)-272-4200. 

INVENTOR(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional inventors): 

Merrilee Kick, Plano, TX; 

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation 
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov. 
IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 



Doc Code: IFEE PTOU85B-EFS 

Document Description: Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 

Issue Fee Transmittal Form 

Application Number Filing Date First Named Inventor Atty. Docket No. Confirmation No. 

16800195 25-Feb-2020 Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 6906 

TITLE OF INVENTION : 

Container 

Entity Status Application Type Art Unit Class - Subclass EXAMINER 

Small Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 3733 269000 

Issue Fee Due Publication Due Total Fee(s) Due Date Due Prev. Paid Fee 

$600 $0 $600 03-Jun-2022 $0 

1.Change of Correspondence Address and/or Indication Of Fee Address (37 CFR 1.33 & 1.363) 
Current Correspondence Address: 

27683 
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory Avenue 
Suite 700 
Dallas TX 75219 
UNITED STATES 
214-651-5000 

D Change of correspondence address requested, system 
generated AIA/122-EFS form attached 

2.Entity Status 

Change in Entity Status 

Current Indicated Fee Address: 

D Fee Address indication requested, system generated SB/47-EFS 
form attached 

Applicant certifying micro entity status; system generated Micro Entity certification form attached. See 37 CFR 1.29. 

0 

0 

Note: Absent a valid certification of micro entity status, issue fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 
If this box is checked, you will be prompted to choose a micro entity status on the gross income basis (37 CFR 1.29(a)) or the institution of higher education basis 
(37 CFR 1.29(d)), and make the applicable certification online. 

Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 
Note: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 

Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 
Note: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro entity status, as applicable. 

WEB IFEE 1.0 



Doc Code: IFEE 

Document Description: Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 

3.The Following Fee(s) Are Submitted: 

IZJ Issue Fee 

D Publication Fee 

D Advance Order - # of copies 

4.Firm and/or Attorney Names To Be Printed 

NOTE: If no name is listed, no name will be printed 
For printing on the patent front page, list to be displayed as entered 

1. HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 

2. 

3. 

S.Assignee Name(s) and Residence Data To Be Printed 

□ 

□ 

IZI 

PTOU85B-EFS 

I authorize USPTO to apply my previously paid issue fee to the 
current fees due 

The Director is hereby authorized to apply my previously paid 
issue fee to the current fee due and to charge deficient fees to 
Deposit Account Number 

If in addition to the payment of the issue fee amount submitted 
with this form, there are any discrepancies in any amount(s) due, 
the Director is authorized to charge any def~~~~ or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number _______ _ 

The issue fee must be submitted with this form. If payment of 
the issue fee does not accompany this form, checking this box 
and providing a deposit account number will NOT be 
effective to satisfy full payment of the fee(s) due. 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

Name City State Country Category 

6.Signature 

I certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that I am an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office who has filed and has been granted 
power of attorney in this application. I also certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal form is being transmitted to the US PTO via EFS-WEB on the date indicated below. 

Signature /Alan N. Herda/ Date 04-22-2022 

Name Alan N. Herda Registration Number 50426 

WEB IFEE 1.0 



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 16800195 

Filing Date: 25-Feb-2020 

Title of Invention: Container 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Merrilee Kick 

Filer: Alan Herda/Q Dismuke 

Attorney Docket Number: 58822.5US02 

Filed as Small Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 2501 1 600 600 

PUBL. FEE- EARLY, VOLUNTARY, OR NORMAL 1504 1 0 0 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 



Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USO($) 600 



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 45535669 

Application Number: 16800195 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6906 

Title of Invention: Container 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Merrilee Kick 

Customer Number: 27683 

Filer: Alan Herda/Q Dismuke 

Filer Authorized By: Alan Herda 

Attorney Docket Number: 58822.5US02 

Receipt Date: 22-APR-2022 

Filing Date: 25-FEB-2020 

Time Stamp: 12:52:55 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type CARD 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $600 

RAM confirmation Number E20224LC52524142 

Deposit Account 081394 

Authorized User Q Dismuke 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 

37 CFR 1.20 (Post Issuance fees) 



File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

62357 

1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Web85b.pdf no 2 
816ccef3163d1 826dfb4af1 ef94434e01 b71 

ef81 

Warnings: 

Information: 

40141 

2 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
42fcb6a3ba6a8dfd 187 4586acdfed8c32f70 

b572 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 102498 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

27683 7590 03/03/2022 

HA YNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory A venue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

APPLICATION NO. 

16/800,195 

FILING DATE 

02/25/2020 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Container 

EXAMINER 

POOS, MADISON LYNN 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3733 

DATE MAILED: 03/03/2022 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 6906 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional SMALL $600 $0.00 $0.00 $600 06/03/2022 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD 
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN 
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST 
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that 
entity status still applies. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity 
fees. 

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed. If an equivalent of Part Bis filed, a request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be 
clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail 
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. 
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at 
www .uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web. 

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

By fax, send to: (571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All 
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected 
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

27683 7590 03/03/2022 

HA YNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory A venue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

APPLICATION NO. 

16/800,195 

FILING DATE 

02/25/2020 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Container 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS 

nonprovisional SMALL 

EXAMINER 

POOS, MADISON LYNN 

ISSUE FEE DUE 

$600 

ART UNIT 

3733 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address ( or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/ AIA/122 or PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ 
AIA/47 or PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use ofa 
Customer Number is required. 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to 
the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below. 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 

$0.00 $0.00 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

220-269000 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
( 1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

$600 

(Typed or printed name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

6906 

DATE DUE 

06/03/2022 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

2 ______________ _ 

3 ______________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously 
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.8l(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. Fees submitted: □Issue Fee □Publication Fee (if required) □Advance Order - # of Copies _________ _ 

4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above) 

0 Electronic Payment via EFS-Web 0 Enclosed check 0 Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038) 

0 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. ____ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 

0 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 

0 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 
NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature _______________________ _ 

Typed or printed name ______________________ _ 

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 
Page 2 of3 

0MB 0651-0033 

Date ____________________ _ 

Registration No. ________________ _ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

16/800,195 02/25/2020 

27683 7590 03/03/2022 

HA YNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory A venue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Merrilee Kick 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

58822.5US02 6906 

EXAMINER 

POOS. MADISON LYNN 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3733 

DATE MAILED: 03/03/2022 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C.154 (b) 
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance. 

Section l(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement 
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent 
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial 
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term 
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior 
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration 
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process 
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705. 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571 )-272-4200. 
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0MB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B 

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget 
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When 0MB approves an agency request to 
collect information from the public, 0MB (i) provides a valid 0MB Control Number and expiration date for the 
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform 
the public about the 0MB Control Number's legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b). 

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain 
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is 
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon 
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions 
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection 
of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements 
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b) 
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information 
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent 
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not 
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment 
of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may 
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence 
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of 
settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting 
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance 
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having 
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply 
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of 
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, 
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility 
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection 
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall 
not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed 
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application 
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 



Notice of Allowability 

Application No. 
16/800, 195 
Examiner 
MADISON L POOS 

Applicant(s) 
Kick, Merrilee 

Art Unit I AIA (FITF) Status 
3733 No 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1.~ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 12/29/2021. 

D A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __ . 

2.0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on __ ; the 
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3.~ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-21 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov. 

4.0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

Certified copies: 

a) □All b) 0 Some* c) D None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: __ . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5.0 CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/ Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number {see 37 CFR 1.84{c)) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of each 
sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121{d). 

6.0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Pre-A/A or A/A Status 

1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent 

provisions. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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None of the prior art of record is seen to disclose or suggest the limitation of 

claim 1 that the container side wall and the horizontally-extending base are shaped so 

that an interior of said container body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the 

container body is made out of a resin; wherein the container body is formed using a 

blow molding process; wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between 

the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base. For example, the closest 

reference found, Mascia, teaches a beverage container with a rounded sidewall but 

does not teach the container side wall and the horizontally-extending base are shaped 

so that an interior of said container body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the 

container body is made out of a resin; wherein the container body is formed using a 

blow molding process; wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between 

the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base. 

None of the prior art of record is seen to disclose or suggest the limitation of 

claim 10 that the container side wall and the horizontally-extending base are shaped so 

that an interior of said container body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the 

container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck and the 

horizontally-extending base. For example, the closest reference found, Mascia, teaches 
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a beverage container with a rounded sidewall but does not teach the container side wall 

and the horizontally-extending base are shaped so that an interior of said container 

body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the container side wall extends 

uninterruptedly between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base. 

None of the prior art of record is seen to disclose or suggest the limitation of 

claim 21 that the container side wall and the horizontally-extending portion are shaped 

so that an interior of said container body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the 

container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck and the 

horizontally-extending portion. For example, the closest reference found, Mascia, 

teaches a beverage container with a rounded sidewall but does not teach the container 

side wall and the horizontally-extending portion are shaped so that an interior of said 

container body has a truncated spherical shape; wherein the container side wall 

extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending 

portion. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to MADISON LYNN POOS whose telephone number is 

(571)270-7427. The examiner can normally be reached Mon-Thus 10-3 EST. 
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Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video 

Page 4 

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an 

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request 

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Fristoe, Jr can be reached on 571-272-4926. The fax phone number 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of published or unpublished applications may be 

obtained from Patent Center. Unpublished application information in Patent Center is 

available to registered users. To file and manage patent submissions in Patent Center, 

visit: https://patentcenter.uspto.gov. Visit https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent­

center for more information about Patent Center and 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx for information about filing in DOCX format. For 

additional questions, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 

(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 

Representative, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M.L.P/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3733 

/DON MANDERSON/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3733 
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Customer No. 27683 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 
Merrilee Kick 

Application No.: 16/800, 195 

Filed: February 25, 2020 

For: CONTAINER 

§ 
§ Group Art Unit: 3733 
§ 
§ Examiner: Madison Lynn Poos 
§ 
§ Confirmation No.: 6906 
§ 
§ Attorney Docket No.: 
§ 58822.5US02 

AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED OCTOBER 4, 2021 

I. Introductory Comments 

This document is submitted in response to the Non-Final Office Action dated 

October 4, 2021. 

Estimated fees have been provided for by credit card separately but concurrently 

herewith for consideration of this document. If any additional fees, including extension­

of-time fees, are necessary, the extension of time is hereby requested, and the 

Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees, including those for the extension 

of time, to Haynes and Boone, LLP's Deposit Account No. 08-1394. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on 

page 2 of this document. 

Remarks begin on page 7 of this document. 
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II. Amendments to the Claims 

Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

1. (Original) A container, the container comprising a container body, the container 

body comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending base 

connected to the container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the 

horizontally-extending base are shaped so that an interior of said container body 

has a truncated spherical shape, wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top 

portion of said container body is less than a cross-sectional diameter of a middle 

portion of said container body, wherein the horizontally-extending base defines a 

diameter that is less than the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the container body further comprises a circular neck 

extending vertically from the container side wall so that the container side wall 

extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base, wherein 

an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck of the 

container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of said container body is 

defined by the circular neck; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said container body 

is defined by the container side wall; 

wherein the container body is made out of a resin; 

wherein the container body is formed using a blow molding process; 

wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck 

and the horizontally-extending base; and 

wherein the container further comprises a lid connected to the container body 

and covering the opening to the interior of said container body. 

2 
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2. (Original) The container of claim 1, wherein the resin is a polyethylene 

terephthalate (PET) resin. 

3. (Original) The container of claim 1, wherein the lid is made out of a metal. 

4. (Original) The container of claim 3, wherein the metal is aluminum. 

5. (Original) The container of 1, wherein the base comprises a bottom wall and a 

depression formed therein. 

6. (Original) The container of claim 1 wherein the container body further comprises 

a lip at the end of the circular neck opposite the upper edge of said container 

side wall, wherein said circular neck is adjacent to the lip. 

7. (Original) The container of claim 6, wherein a first portion of the lid extends on 

the lip of the container body; and 

wherein a second portion of the lid extends horizontally and is vertically offset 

from the first portion of the lid so that the second portion is located 

vertically between the first portion of the lid and the horizontally-extending 

base of the container body. 

8. (Original) The container of claim 7, wherein the second portion of the lid 

comprises a weakened or scored area. 

9. (Original) The container of claim 8, wherein the lid further comprises an arm 

connected to the second portion of the lid, the arm comprising an aperture to 

facilitate pivoting of the arm by a user; and 

wherein the arm is pivotable from a first position, in which the arm extends 

horizontally and the weakened or scored area is not deformed, to a 

second position, in which the arm does not extend horizontally and the 

3 



Application No. 16/800, 195 
Response to Office Action of 10/04/2021 

Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
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weakened or scored area is deformed to provide an opening to the interior 

of said container body. 

10. (Original) A container, the container comprising a container body, the container 

body comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending base 

connected to the container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the 

horizontally-extending base are shaped so that an interior of said container body 

has a truncated spherical shape, wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top 

portion of said container body is less than a cross-sectional diameter of a middle 

portion of said container body, wherein the horizontally-extending base defines a 

diameter that is less than the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the container body further comprises a circular neck 

extending vertically from the container side wall so that the container side wall 

extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base, wherein 

an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck of the 

container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of said container body is 

defined by the circular neck; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said container body 

is defined by the container side wall; and 

wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck 

and the horizontally-extending base. 

11. (Original) The container of claim 10, wherein the container body is made out of a 

resin. 

12. (Original) The container of claim 11, wherein the resin is a polyethylene 

terephthalate (PET) resin. 

4 
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13. (Original) The container of claim 10, wherein the container body is formed using 

a blow molding process. 

14. (Original) The container of claim 10, further comprising a lid connected to the 

container body and covering the opening to the interior of said container body. 

15. (Original) The container of claim 14, wherein the lid is made out of a metal. 

16. (Original) The container of claim 15, wherein the metal is aluminum. 

17. (Original) The container of 10, wherein the base comprises a bottom wall and a 

depression formed therein. 

18. (Original) The container of claim 10, wherein the container body further 

comprises a lip at the end of the circular neck opposite the upper edge of said 

container side wall, wherein said circular neck is adjacent to the lip. 

19. (Original) The container of claim 18, further comprising a lid connected to the 

container body and covering the opening to the interior of said container body; 

wherein a first portion of the lid extends on the lip of the container body; and 

wherein a second portion of the lid extends horizontally and is vertically offset 

from the first portion of the lid so that the second portion is located 

vertically between the first portion of the lid and the horizontally-extending 

base of the container body. 

20. (Original) The container of claim 19, wherein the second portion of the lid 

comprises a weakened or scored area; 

wherein the lid further comprises an arm connected to the second portion of the 

lid, the arm comprising an aperture to facilitate pivoting of the arm by a 

user; 

5 
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and 
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Customer No. 27683 

wherein the arm is pivotable from a first position, in which the arm extends 

horizontally and the weakened or scored area is not deformed, to a 

second position, in which the arm does not extend horizontally and the 

weakened or scored area is deformed to provide an opening to the interior 

of said container body. 

21. (New) A container, the container comprising a container body, the container body 

comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending portion connected 

to the container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the horizontally­

extending portion are shaped so that an interior of said container body has a 

truncated spherical shape, wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top portion of 

said container body is less than a cross-sectional diameter of a middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the horizontally-extending portion defines a 

diameter that is less than the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the container body further comprises a circular neck 

extending vertically from the container side wall so that the container side wall 

extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending portion, 

wherein an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck 

of the container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of said container body is 

defined by the circular neck; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said container body 

is defined by the container side wall; and 

wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck 

and the horizontally-extending portion. 
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Ill. Remarks 

A. Status of Claims 

Claims 1-20 were previously pending. 

Claims 1-20 remain in their original form. 

Claim 21 has been added. 

As a result, claims 1-21 are pending. 

Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

Favorable consideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

B. Non-Statutory Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 1-20 stand rejected on the ground of non-statutory double patenting over 

claims 1-3 of U.S. Patent No. 10,604,296. 

In response to the double patenting rejection, a Terminal Disclaimer was submitted 

and approved on December 20, 2021 to obviate the non-statutory double patenting 

rejection over U.S. Patent No. 10,604,296. Therefore, the double patenting rejection 

should be withdrawn and claims 1-20 are allowable. 

C. New Claim 21 

New claim 21 has been added. Claim 21 is identical to claim 10 except that every 

instance of the term "base" has been replaced with the term "portion." Accordingly, claim 

21, in addition to claims 1-20, is allowable. 

D. Conclusion 

It is believed that all matters set forth in the Office Action dated October 4, 2021 

have been addressed. 

The allowance of claims 1-21 is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the below-listed telephone 

number if a telephone conference would expedite or aid the prosecution and examination 

of this application. 
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Application Papers 
10)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

11 )□ The drawing(s) filed on __ is/are: a)□ accepted or b)□ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
12)□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

Certified copies: 

a)□ All b)D Some** c)□ None of the: 

1.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

3.□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 16/800, 195 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Pre-A/A or A/A Status 

1. The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent 

provisions. 

Double Patenting 

Page 2 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 

doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory double 

patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at 

least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference 

claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have 

been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 

USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 

Cir. 1993); In re Langi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 

686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 

(CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c) or 1.321 (d) 

may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory 

double patenting provided the reference application or patent either is shown to be 

commonly owned with the examined application, or claims an invention made as a 

result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. See 

MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file 
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provisions of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP § 2146 et seq. tor 

applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions of the 

AIA. A terminal disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (b). 

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be 

used. Please visit www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. The filing date of the application 

in which the form is filed determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26, 

PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may 

be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal Disclaimer that meets 

all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission. For 

more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to 

www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-l.jsp. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting as being 

unpatentable over claims 1-3 of U.S. Patent No. 10,604,296. Although the claims at 

issue are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because they 

both teach a container, the container comprising a container body, the container body 

comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending base connected to the 

container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the horizontally- extending base 

are shaped so that an interior of said container body has a truncated spherical shape, 

wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top portion of said container body is less than a 

cross-sectional diameter of a middle portion of said container body, wherein the 

horizontally-extending base defines a diameter that is less than the cross-sectional 

diameter of the middle portion of said container body, wherein the container body 

further comprises a circular neck extending vertically from the container side wall so that 
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the container side wall extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending 

base, wherein an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck 

of the container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of 

said container body is defined by the circular neck; wherein the cross-sectional diameter 

of the middle portion of said container body is defined by the container side wall; 

wherein the container body is made out of a resin; wherein the container body is formed 

using a blow molding process; wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly 

between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base; and wherein the 

container further comprises a lid connected to the container body and covering the 

opening to the interior of said container body. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. PG PUB 2019/0009952 A 1 to Pedmo et al. discloses a plastic container with 

a base with reinforcing ribs. 

• U.S. PG PUB 2015/0344177 A 1 to Kick discloses a spherical stackable beverage 

container. 

• U.S. Patent No. 7,051,892 B1 to O'Day, Jr. discloses a plastic, blow molded, 

disposable water bottle having a spherical shape. 

• U.S. Patent No. 6,796,094 B2 to Turnbough discloses a container with a semi­

spherical outer surface. 
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• U.S. Patent No. 5,407,086 to Ota et al. discloses a bottle with reinforcing ribs on 

the bottom of the bottle. 

5. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 

requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 

out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 

claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 

"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 

claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 

requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 

requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 

claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 

made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. The "disclosure" 

includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to MADISON LYNN POOS whose telephone number is 

(571 )270-7427. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thus 10-3 EST. 

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video 

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an 

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request 

(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, John Fristoe, Jr can be reached on 571-272-4926. The fax phone number 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see https://ppair­

my.uspto.gov/pair/PrivatePair. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access 

to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-

272-1000. 

/M.L.P/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3733 

/JOHN K FRISTOE JR/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3733 
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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
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foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the US PTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 
license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/800, 195 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A 75 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A 330 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A 380 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 20 
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

minus 20= X 50 = 0.00 OR 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 2 minus 3 = X 230 = 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 O ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 785 TOTAL 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II 

OTHER THAN 
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

<( AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus 

.. = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) X = X = 

0 
Independent ... = z Minus 

X = OR X = w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

Ill AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus .. = X = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = 

0 Independent Minus ... = z X = OR X = w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

16/800,195 

27683 
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory Avenue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE 

02/25/2020 

Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6906 

INFORMAL NOTICE 

1111111111111111111111 ll]~!l]!~l!~IU~ IUHHll lllll 111111111111111111 

Date Mailed: 05/14/2020 

INFORMATIONAL NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

Applicant is notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for 
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However, if a deficiency relates to the inventor's 
oath or declaration, the applicant must file an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, or a substitute 
statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.64, executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the 
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability" to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f). 

The item(s) indicated below are also required and should be submitted with any reply to this notice to avoid 
further processing delays. 

• A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s): 
Merrilee Kick 

/nbekele/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

16/800,195 

27683 
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory Avenue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

02/25/2020 Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6906 

FORMALITIES LETTER 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]!~1!~1! ~~ ~UI~ ~II ~Ill 111111111111111 IIII 1111 

Date Mailed: 03/13/2020 

NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 

Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The application is informal since 
it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS 
from the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be 
obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 

• Replacement drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 and 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required. The drawings 
submitted are not acceptable because: 

• The drawing sheets do not have the appropriate margin(s) (see 37 CFR 1.84(g)). Each sheet must include 
a top margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a left side margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a right side margin of 
at least 1.5 cm. ( 5/8 inch), and a bottom margin of at least 1.0 cm. (3/8 inch).See Figures(s) 3. 

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may cause the specification and drawings page count to 
exceed 100 pages. If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required 
application size fee. 

Items Required To Avoid Processing Delays: 

Applicant is notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for 
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However, if a deficiency relates to the inventor's 
oath or declaration, the applicant must file an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, or a substitute 
statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.64, executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the 
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability" to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f). 

• A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s): 
Merrilee Kick 

page 1 of 2 



Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing 
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more 
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512. 

Replies should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy 
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice". 
https ://sportal. uspto .gov/authenticate/ AuthenticateUserlocal EP F. htm I 

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or 
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc. 

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice. 

/kgebremichael/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 39416262 

Application Number: 16800195 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6906 

Title of Invention: Container 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Merrilee Kick 

Customer Number: 27683 

Filer: Alan Herda/Leslie Austin 

Filer Authorized By: Alan Herda 

Attorney Docket Number: 58822.5US02 

Receipt Date: 12-MA Y-2020 
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File Listing: 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 



Application No. 16/800, 195 Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: § 
Merrilee Kick § Confirmation No.: 6906 

§ 
Application No.: 16/800, 195 § Group Art Unit: 3781 

§ 
Filed: February 25, 2020 § Examiner: TBD 

§ 
For: CONTAINER § Attorney Docket No.: 58822.5US02 

§ 

AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FILE 
CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS MAILED MARCH 13, 2020 

Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

I. Introductory Comments 

This document is submitted in response to the Notice to File Corrected 

Application Papers mailed March 13, 2020. 

No fees are believed to be due. If any fees are necessary, the Commissioner is 

hereby authorized to charge any fees, including those for any extension of time, to 

Haynes and Boone, LLP's Deposit Account No. 08-1394. 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 2 of this document. 

Remarks begin on page 3 of this document. 

- 1 -



Application No. 16/800, 195 

II. Amendments to the Drawings 

Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

The attached Replacement Sheet, which includes Figure 3, replaces the original 

sheet including Figure 3 filed on February 25, 2020. 

- 2 -



Application No. 16/800, 195 

Ill. Remarks 

Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

Figure 3 has been amended to address the issues noted in the Notice to File 

Corrected Application Papers mailed March 13, 2020. 

The amendment introduces no new matter. 

Dated: May 11, 2020 
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory Avenue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, Texas 75219 
Telephone: 214/651-5924 
IP Facsimile: 214/200-0853 

Attach men ts: 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Alan N. Herda/ 

Alan N. Herda 
Registration No. 50,426 

• Replacement Sheet including Figure 3 

• Notice to File Corrected Application Papers mailed March 13, 2020 

- 3 -



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

16/800,195 

27683 
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
IP Section 
2323 Victory Avenue 
Suite 700 
Dallas, TX 75219 

02/25/2020 Merrilee Kick 58822.5US02 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6906 

FORMALITIES LETTER 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]!~1!~1! ~~ ~UI~ ~II ~Ill 111111111111111 IIII 1111 

Date Mailed: 03/13/2020 

NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 

Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The application is informal since 
it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS 
from the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be 
obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 

• Replacement drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 and 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required. The drawings 
submitted are not acceptable because: 

• The drawing sheets do not have the appropriate margin(s) (see 37 CFR 1.84(g)). Each sheet must include 
a top margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a left side margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a right side margin of 
at least 1.5 cm. ( 5/8 inch), and a bottom margin of at least 1.0 cm. (3/8 inch).See Figures(s) 3. 

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may cause the specification and drawings page count to 
exceed 100 pages. If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required 
application size fee. 

Items Required To Avoid Processing Delays: 

Applicant is notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for 
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However, if a deficiency relates to the inventor's 
oath or declaration, the applicant must file an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, or a substitute 
statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.64, executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the 
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability" to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f). 

• A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s): 
Merrilee Kick 

page 1 of 2 



Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing 
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more 
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512. 

Replies should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy 
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice". 
https ://sportal. uspto .gov/authenticate/ AuthenticateUserlocal EP F. htm I 

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or 
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc. 

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice. 

/kgebremichael/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 

page 2 of 2 



PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/800, 195 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A 75 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A 330 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A 380 N/A 
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 20 
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

minus 20= X 50 = 0.00 OR 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 2 minus 3 = X 230 = 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 O ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 785 TOTAL 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II 

OTHER THAN 
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

<( AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus 

.. = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) X = X = 

0 
Independent ... = z Minus 

X = OR X = w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

Ill AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus .. = X = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = 

0 Independent Minus ... = z X = OR X = w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 
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CONFIRMATION NO. 6906 

FILING RECEIPT 

1111111111111111111111 m~mll!~~ IHlll11HII IIIII IIIII 1111111111111 

Date Mailed: 03/13/2020 

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for 
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence 
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, 
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are 
subject to collection. 

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please 
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes 
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or 
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt 
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another 
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable. 

lnventor(s) 
Merrilee Kick, Plano, TX; 

Applicant( s) 
Merrilee Kick, Plano, TX; 

Power of Attorney: None 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 
This application is a CON of 12/762,934 04/19/2010 PAT 10604296 

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None. 
Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to 
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76. 

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes 

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes 

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as 
appropriate. 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 03/11/2020 
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The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 
is US 16/800, 195 

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Corrected Papers 

Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
** SMALL ENTITY ** 
Title 

Container 

Preliminary Class 

220 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international 
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 
protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the US PTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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GRANTED 

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 
license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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PTO/AIN14 (02-18) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 58822.5US02 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the 
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2: 

D Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 11 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I El t,1errilee I f<ick I El 
Residence Information (Select One) • US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City !='lano I State/Province I frx I Country of ResidencJ I f.Js 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 2114 McDaniel Drive 

Address 2 

City I J:;arrollton I State/Province I ~x 
Postal Code I ~5006 I Countryi I 1us 
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 
generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Correspondence Information: 
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

Customer Number >7683 

Email Address pdocketing@haynesboone.com 
I I Add Email I I Remove Email I 

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention :;ontainer 

Attorney Docket Number ~8822.5US02 I Small Entity Status Claimed ~ 
Application Type Non provisional T 

Subject Matter Utility T 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) Ir I Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) 11 

EFSWeb2.2.13 



PTO/AIN14 (02-18) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 58822.5US02 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

Filing By Reference: 
Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111 (c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information" and "Foreign Priority Information"). 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). 

;_ 
Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country 
filed application 

I 

Publication Information: 

□ Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 

□ 
35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the 
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires 
publication at eighteen months after filing. 

Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing 
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32). 
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer 
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing. 

Please Select One: • Customer Number I US Patent Practitioner IO Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9) 

Customer Number ~7683 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate 
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes 
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78. 
When referring to the current application, please leave the "Application Number" field blank. 

Prior Application Status !='ending I· I Remove I 
Filing or 371 (c) Date 

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

I j:ontinuation of I· 12762934 ~010-04-19 

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form I Add I by selecting the Add button. 
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Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

58822.5US02 Attorney Docket Number 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet 

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application 

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDXi the information will be used by the Office to 

automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the POX program, applicant bears the ultimate 

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual 

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the lime period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1 ). 

I Remove I 
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable) 

I I I 
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the 
Add button. I Add I 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition 
Applications 

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also 
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March 

□ 16,2013. 
NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March 
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 
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Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

58822.5US02 Attorney Docket Number 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access: 

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written 
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see 
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant 
application (see paragraph Bin subsection 1 below). 

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the 
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below. 

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an 
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind 
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate. 

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s) 

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDXl - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the 
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office 
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of 
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office 
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign 
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed 
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the 
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h) 
(1 ). 

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box Bin subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, 
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search 
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent 
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2). 

The applicant is reminded that the EPO's Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a 
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to 
the instant application. 

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s) 

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant 
D application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with 

any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above. 

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent 
D application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant 

application. 

NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the 
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14. 
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Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 58822.5US02 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Tille 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Applicant 11 I Remove I 
If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I Clear I 

Assignee 
I 

Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 
I 

Joint Inventor 

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. 
I 

Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

ITI 

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor: I 

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. □ 
Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I IT I I I I B 
Mailing Address Information For Applicant: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City State/Province 

Country 11 Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 
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Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 58822.5US02 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

Assignee 11 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

I Remove I 
If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. □ 
Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I B I I I I B 
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City 11 State/Province 

Countryi 11 Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Signature: Remove 

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b ). However, if this Application 
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in 
subsection 2 of the "Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access" section, then this form must 
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c). 

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic 
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a 
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given 
power of attorney (e.g., see US PTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants. 

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications. 

Signature Ii Alan N. Herda/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 12020-02-25 

First Name ~Ian N. I Last Name I ~erda Registration Number M426 

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 58822.5US02 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Container 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1. 76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This 
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data 
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent 
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information 
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of 
the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy 
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of 
Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative 
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3 A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom 
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform 
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, 
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the PatentCooperationTreaty. 
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CONTAINER 

Cross-Reference to Related Application 

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 12/762,934, filed on 

April 19, 2010, the entire disclosure of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to containers and more particularly to a 

container having a body which may be formed from plastic and a lid which may be 

formed from metal. 

Background 

[0003] Containers having an easy-open-end have been used with a metal lid and 

container in order to provide a source of merchandising beer and soda for a number of 

years. These metal containers are formed from cutting metal and folding the metal to an 

appropriate shape. Metal however does not lend itself well to being molded, and making 

a new shape by designing a mold out of the sheet of metal is time-consuming and 

expensive. Thus, it is difficult to achieve any type of design in order to increase the 

desirability of the package/container with a metal container. However, the pop top lid is 

very popular with consumers and fairly inexpensive to purchase. Plastic containers have 

been molded into various shapes and may include various designs in order to increase 

the attractiveness of the container. 

Summary 

[0004] A container for storing a liquid or a solid may include a container body having 

a container side wall and a container bottom, and may include a container lid having an 

easy-open "pop-top arm" which cooperates with a weakened (scored metal) area which 

provides access to the interior of the container body. The container may also operate 

with no lid. 
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[0005] The container body may be formed from plastic and the container lid is 

formed from metal, and the container body may include a vertical or slightly angled 

neck. The container body may include a lip, and the bottom wall may include a center 

protrusion or concave shape. The bottom wall may include a depression, and the 

bottom wall may include a radial extending depression. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0006] The invention may be understood by reference to the following description 

taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which, like reference numerals 

identify like elements, and in which: 

[0007] Figure 1 illustrates a side view of the container body of the present invention; 

[0008] Figure 2 illustrates a side view of another container body of the present 

invention; 

[0009] Figure 3 illustrates a bottom view of the container body of the present 

invention; 

[001 0] Figure 4 illustrates a top view of the lids and container body of the present 

invention; 

[0011] Figure 5 illustrates a section of the lid and lip of the container body of the 

present invention; 

[0012] Figure 6 illustrates another lid for the container body of the present invention; 

[0013] Figure 7 illustrates the thicknesses of the plastic sidewalls, neck, and flange 

of the rounded container, and the volume of the rounded container. 

[0014] Figure 8 illustrates the general dimensions of the rounded container in 

millimeters. 

[0015] Figure 9 illustrates a bottom view of the rounded container. 

Detailed Description 

[0016] The present invention combines the flexibility and desirability of a container 

body 105 which may be formed from molding plastic or other appropriate material and a 
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metal lid to cooperate with the container body which may include a pop top (or easy­

open) lid 131 to provide access to the user of the contents of the container body. 

[0017] Figure 1 illustrates a side view of the container body 105 which may include a 

side wall 107 which may extend radially around a periphery of the container body 105 

and may include a convex side wall 107 or a concave side wall (not shown). The 

container body 105 may be shaped as a truncated spherical body. The container body 

105 may be hollow in order to provide for a solid or liquid which may be dispensed to 

the user. 

[0018] The distal end of the container side wall 107 may be connected to 

abase/bottom wall 109 in order to seal the first end of the container 105 and the 

proximate end of the container side wall 107 may be connected to a substantially 

vertical neck 101 around the periphery of the container side wall 107. An aperture 111 

may extend through the vertical neck 101 in order to provide access to the liquid/solid 

within the container body 105. A lip 103 may extend around the periphery of the 

substantially vertical neck 101 in order to cooperate with the lid 113 (Not shown on 

Figure 1, but it is seen on Figures 4, 5, and 6) in order to provide a seal so that the 

liquid or solid within the container body 105 does not leak out. 

[0019] The container body 105 according to the present invention may be made of 

an appropriate plastic/synthetic resin, typically polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin. 

Alternatively, however, the container 105 may be made from polyamide resin, 

polycarbonate resin, polyacetal resin, polybuthylene terephthalate resin or other 

synthetic resin having a sufficient resistance to chemicals. The container may be formed 

by known molding processes, such as biaxial orientation blow molding process or direct 

blow molding process or injection blow molding. 

[0020] Figure 2 illustrates a side view of another container body 105a which may 

include a cylinder side wall 107a which may extend radially around a periphery of the 

container body 105a and may include a substantially vertical side wall 107 a. The 

container body 105a may be hollow in order to provide for a solid or liquid which may be 

dispensed to the user. The distal end of the container side wall 107a may be connected 

3 



Attorney Docket No. 58822.5US02 
Customer No. 27683 

to a base/bottom wall 109 in order to seal the first end of the container 105a and the 

proximate end of the container side wall 107 a may be connected to a substantially 

vertical neck 101 around the periphery of the container side wall 107. An aperture 111 

may extend through the vertical neck 101 in order to provide access to the liquid/solid 

within the container body 105. A lip 103 may extend around the periphery of the 

substantially vertical neck 101 in order to cooperate with the lid 113 (not shown in 

Figure 2) in order to provide a seal so that the liquid or solid within the container body 

1 05a does not leak out. 

[0021] The container body of 105a may be formed from molded plastic and may be 

integral without seams or portions of the container body may be formed from molded 

plastic in sections which may be glued, welded or otherwise attached together. 

[0022] The container body 105a according to the present invention may be made of 

an appropriate plastic/synthetic resin, typically polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin. 

Alternatively, however, the container 105a may be made from polyamide resin, 

polycarbonate resin, polyacetal resin, polybuthylene terephthalate resin or other 

synthetic resin having a sufficient resistance to chemicals. The container may be formed 

by known molding processes, such as biaxial orientation blow molding process or direct 

blow molding process or injection blow molding. 

[0023] Figure 3 illustrates a bottom view of the container body and illustrates the 

container side wall 107 extending radially outwards and illustrates the bottom wall 109 

which may be connected to the container side wall 107. The bottom wall 109 may 

include a multitude of radially extending depressions 115 which may increase in width 

as the radial distance from the center increases. The depression 115 may be defined by 

a depression side wall 117 which extends around the periphery of the depression 115. 

The bottom wall 109 may include a downward extending protrusion 119 which may be 

centered with respect to the depressions 115 and the bottom wall 109. 

[0024] Figure 4 illustrates a top view of the container which may include the 

container body 105 and the container lid 113 which may be deformable in order to 

provide access to the contents of the container body 105. The container lid 113 may be 
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formed from metal such as steel, aluminum or other types of metals and may include a 

weakened (or scored) area 135 which deforms and provides an opening when the 'pull 

top' arm 133 which may include an aperture for a finger of the user and may be pivoted 

by the user. The weakened/scored area 135 may partially open to provide access to the 

contents of the container. 

[0025] Figure 5 illustrates a side view of the container lid 103 which may extend over 

the vertical neck 107 and may extend around the lip 131 in order to provide a 

substantially watertight seal/airtight seal for the contents of the container body 105. 

[0026] Figure 6 illustrates another container lid of the present invention. The 

container lid 613 may be formed from metal such as steel, aluminum or other types of 

metals and may include a weakened (or scored) area 635 which deforms and provides 

an opening when the 'pull tab' arm 633 which may include an aperture for a finger of the 

user and may be pivoted by the user. The weakened area 635 may extend substantially 

across the entire lid 613 to provide a full aperture lid to allow the user to add other 

contents to the container. 

[0027] Figure 7 illustrates the thicknesses of the plastic sidewalls, neck and flange. 

This also illustrates the maximum volume of fluid, and the location for the "fill line" 

during the container filling process. 

[0028] Figure 8 illustrates the general dimensions of the rounded container in 

millimeters (cylindrical container measurements not shown from FIG. 2). 

[0029] Figure 9 illustrates the bottom view of the container. 

[0030] While the invention is susceptible to various modifications and alternative 

forms, specific embodiments thereof have been shown by way of example in the 

drawings and are herein described in detail. It should be understood, however, that the 

description herein of specific embodiments is not intended to limit the invention to the 

particular forms disclosed. 
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1. A container, the container comprising a container body, the container body 

comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending base connected to 

the container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the horizontally­

extending base are shaped so that an interior of said container body has a 

truncated spherical shape, wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top portion of 

said container body is less than a cross-sectional diameter of a middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the horizontally-extending base defines a diameter 

that is less than the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said 

container body, wherein the container body further comprises a circular neck 

extending vertically from the container side wall so that the container side wall 

extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base, wherein 

an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck of the 

container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of said container body is 

defined by the circular neck; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said container body 

is defined by the container side wall; 

wherein the container body is made out of a resin; 

wherein the container body is formed using a blow molding process; 

wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck 

and the horizontally-extending base; and 

wherein the container further comprises a lid connected to the container body 

and covering the opening to the interior of said container body. 
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2. The container of claim 1, wherein the resin is a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 

resin. 

3. The container of claim 1, wherein the lid is made out of a metal. 

4. The container of claim 3, wherein the metal is aluminum. 

5. The container of 1, wherein the base comprises a bottom wall and a depression 

formed therein. 

6. The container of claim 1 wherein the container body further comprises a lip at the 

end of the circular neck opposite the upper edge of said container side wall, 

wherein said circular neck is adjacent to the lip. 

7. The container of claim 6, wherein a first portion of the lid extends on the lip of the 

container body; and 

wherein a second portion of the lid extends horizontally and is vertically offset 

from the first portion of the lid so that the second portion is located 

vertically between the first portion of the lid and the horizontally-extending 

base of the container body. 

8. The container of claim 7, wherein the second portion of the lid comprises a 

weakened or scored area. 

9. The container of claim 8, wherein the lid further comprises an arm connected to 

the second portion of the lid, the arm comprising an aperture to facilitate pivoting 

of the arm by a user; and 

wherein the arm is pivotable from a first position, in which the arm extends 

horizontally and the weakened or scored area is not deformed, to a 
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second position, in which the arm does not extend horizontally and the 

weakened or scored area is deformed to provide an opening to the interior 

of said container body. 

10. A container, the container comprising a container body, the container body 

comprising a container side wall and a horizontally-extending base connected to 

the container side wall, wherein the container side wall and the horizontally­

extending base are shaped so that an interior of said container body has a 

truncated spherical shape, wherein a cross-sectional diameter of a top portion of 

said container body is less than a cross-sectional diameter of a middle portion of 

said container body, wherein the horizontally-extending base defines a diameter 

that is less than the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said 

container body, wherein the container body further comprises a circular neck 

extending vertically from the container side wall so that the container side wall 

extends between the circular neck and the horizontally-extending base, wherein 

an upper edge of said container side wall is adjacent to the circular neck of the 

container body, and wherein said container body defines an opening to the 

interior of said container body; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the top portion of said container body is 

defined by the circular neck; 

wherein the cross-sectional diameter of the middle portion of said container body 

is defined by the container side wall; and 

wherein the container side wall extends uninterruptedly between the circular neck 

and the horizontally-extending base. 

11. The container of claim 10, wherein the container body is made out of a resin. 

12. The container of claim 11, wherein the resin is a polyethylene terephthalate 

(PET) resin. 
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13. The container of claim 10, wherein the container body is formed using a blow 

molding process. 

14. The container of claim 10, further comprising a lid connected to the container 

body and covering the opening to the interior of said container body. 

15. The container of claim 14, wherein the lid is made out of a metal. 

16. The container of claim 15, wherein the metal is aluminum. 

17. The container of 10, wherein the base comprises a bottom wall and a depression 

formed therein. 

18. The container of claim 10, wherein the container body further comprises a lip at 

the end of the circular neck opposite the upper edge of said container side wall, 

wherein said circular neck is adjacent to the lip. 

19. The container of claim 18, further comprising a lid connected to the container 

body and covering the opening to the interior of said container body; 

wherein a first portion of the lid extends on the lip of the container body; and 

wherein a second portion of the lid extends horizontally and is vertically offset 

from the first portion of the lid so that the second portion is located 

vertically between the first portion of the lid and the horizontally-extending 

base of the container body. 

20. The container of claim 19, wherein the second portion of the lid comprises a 

weakened or scored area; 
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wherein the lid further comprises an arm connected to the second portion of the 

lid, the arm comprising an aperture to facilitate pivoting of the arm by a 

user; 

and 

wherein the arm is pivotable from a first position, in which the arm extends 

horizontally and the weakened or scored area is not deformed, to a 

second position, in which the arm does not extend horizontally and the 

weakened or scored area is deformed to provide an opening to the interior 

of said container body. 
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Abstract 
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A container for storing a liquid or a solid may include a container body having a 

container side wall and a container bottom and a container lid having a pop top arm to 

pivot and cooperate with a weakened area to provide access to the interior of the 

container body. The container body may be formed from plastic and the container lid is 

formed from metal, and the container body may include a vertical neck. The container 

body may include a lip, and the bottom wall may include a center protrusion. The bottom 

wall may include a depression, and the bottom wall may include a radial extending 

depression. 
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1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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