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impregnated with a fiber-binding polymer which is then
molded and hardened. Fiber-reinforced polymers are permit-
ted to contain cores laminated between fiber-reinforced poly-
mer facings.

FIBERBOARD. A fibrous, homogeneous panel made from
lignocellulosic fibers {usually wood or cane} and having a
density of less than 31 pounds per cubic foot (pef) (497 kg/
m’) but more than 10 pef (160 kg/m’).

FIELD NAILING. See “Nailing, field.”

[F] FIRE ALARM BOX, MANUAL. See “Manual fire
alarm box.”

[F] FIRE ALARM CONTROL UNIT. A system compo-
nent that receives inputs from automatic and manual fire
alarm devices and may be capable of supplying power to
detection devices and transponders or off-premises transmit-
ters. The control unit may be capable of providing a transfer
of power to the notification appliances and transfer of condi-
tion to relays or devices.

[F] FIRE ALARM SIGNAL. A signal initiated by a fire
alarm-imitiating device such as a manuval fire alarm box,
atiteumatic fire detector, waterflow switch or other device
whose activation is indicative of the presence of a fire or fire
signature,

[F] FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. A system or portion of a com-
bination system consisting of components and circuits
arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of fire alarm or
supervisory signal-inttiating devices and 1o initiate the appro-
priate response to those signals,

FIRE AREA. The aggregate floor area enclosed and
bounded by fire walls, fire barriers, exterior wally or heri-
zomtal assemblies of a building. Areas of the building not pro-
vided with surrounding walls shall be included in the fire area
if such areas are included within the horizontal projection of
the roof or floor next above.

FIRE BARRIER. A fire-resistance-rated wall assembly of
materials designed to restrict the spread of fire in which con-
tinuity is maintained.

[F] FIRE COMMAND CENTER. The principal auended or
unattended location where the status of detection, alarm com-
munications and control systems is displayed, and from
which the systems can be manually controlled.

FIRE DAMPER. A (isted device installed in ducts and air
transfer openings designed 10 close awromarically upon deiec-
tion of heat and resist the passage of flame. Fire dampers are
classified for use in either static systems that will automati-
cally shut down in the event of a fire, or in dynamic systems
that continue to operate during a fire. A dynamic fire damper
i5 tested and rated for closure under elevated temperature air-
flow.

[F] FIRE DETECTOR, AUTOMATIC. A device designed
to detect the presence of a fire signature and to initiate action.

FIRE DOOR. The door component of a fire door assembly.

FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. Any combination of a fire door,
frame, hardware and other accessories that together provide a
specific degree of fire protection to the opening,
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FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY, FLOOR. See “Floor fire door

assembly.”

FIRE EXIT HARDWARE. Panic hardware that is listed
for use on fire door assenblies.

[F] FIRE LANE. A road or other passageway developed to
allow the passage of fire apparatus. A fire lane is not neces-
sarily intended for vehicular wraffic other than fire apparatus.

FIRE PARTITION. A vertical assembly of materials
designed to restrict the spread of fire in which openings are
protected.

FIRE PROTECTION RATING. The period of time that an
opening protective will maintain the ability to confine a fire
as determined by tests prescribed in Section 715. Ratings are
stated in hours or minutes,

[F] FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM. Approved devices,
equipment and systems or combinations of systems used 1o
detect a fire, activate an alarm, extinguish or control a fire,
control or manage smoke and products of a fire or any combi-
nation thereof.

FIRE-RATED GLAZING. Glazing with either a fire pro-

tection rating or a fire-resistance rating.

FIRE RESISTANCE. That property of materials or their
assemblies that prevents or retards the passage of excessive
heat, hot gases or flames under conditions of use.

FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING. The period of time a build-
ing element, component or assembly maintains the ability to
confine a fire, continues to perform a given structural func-
tion, or both, as determined by the tests, or the methods based
on tests, prescribed in Section 703,

FIRE-RESISTANT JOINT SYSTEM. An assemblage of
specific materials or products that are designed, tested and
fire-resistance rated in accordance with either ASTM E 1966
or UL 2079 to resist for a prescribed period of time the pas-
sage of fire through jewnrs made in or between fire-resistance-
rated assemblies.

[F] FIRE SAFETY FUNCTIONS. Building and fire control
functions that are intended to increase the level of life safety
for occupants or to control the spread of harmful effects of
fire,

FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCE. The distance measured
from the building face 1o one of the following:

1. The closest interior faf line;
2. To the centerline of a street, an alley or public way; or

3. To an imaginary line between two buildings on the
property.

The distance shall be measured at right angles from the
face of the wall.

FIRE WALL. A fire-resistance-rated wall having protected
openings, which restricts the spread of fire and extends con-
tinuously from the foundation to or through the roof, with
sufficient structural stability under fire conditions to allow
collapse of construction on either side without collapse of the
wall.
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