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| T IS HEREBY STI PULATED AND AGREED by and between
counsel for the Petitioner and counsel for the Patent
Owner that this deposition may be taken renotely in
shorthand by Emly S. Bergren, a Certified
St enographic Court Reporter within and for the State
of M ssouri, and afterwards transcribed into
typewiting; and the signature of the witness is
expressly reserved.
* * * * *

(Deposition comrenced at 10:05 a.m)

MR. HOWARD: Erick Howard for Sinpson
Strong-Ti e.

MR. KRIEGER And Tim Krieger with Col unbi a
| nsurance Conpany.

CHRI STOPHER HORW TZ,
of lawful age, produced, sworn, and exam ned on behal f
of the Petitioner, deposes and says:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR HOWARD:
Q Good norning, M. Horwitz. M nane is
Erick Howard, as | said, and I'I|l be taking your
deposition today. Can you please state your nane for
t he record?
A Sure. It's Christopher Horwtz.

Q You' re here today to testify in connection
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wi th the Post-G ant Review Proceedi ng chal |l engi ng
US Patent Nunber 11,920, 339; correct?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And during the deposition today,
going to refer to the patent as the '339 patent; is

that all right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Have you had your deposition tak
bef ore?

A | have not.

Q Ckay. Well, the court reporter gave us
nost inportant rule, which is that we need to try t
avoi d tal king over each other, so, you know, please
try to wait until | finish ny question before
answering, and I will try to wait for you to finish
your answer before | ask you another question.

Pl ease renmenber that even though you're
bei ng vi deot aped, all your responses need to be
verbal, not just head nods or head shakes.

And please let ne know if you don't
understand a question. |'mgoing to assune that yo
under stand the question unless you ask for a
clarification. That sounds fair?

A Sur e.

Q And you can take a break at any tine.

I''m

en

t he

(0]

u

Thi s
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isn't a marathon. M only ask of you is that we don't
take breaks -- or you don't ask for a break or try to
take a break while a question is pending; so if a
question is pending, go ahead and answer the question,
and then we can take the break. But other than that,
if you need to take a break at any tinme, just let ne
know.

A Ckay.

Q Al right. 1Is there any reason that you
can't testify truthfully today?

A Nope.

Q Ckay. Not on any nedication or feeling
sick or anything |like that?

A.  Nope.

Q And obvi ously, you understand that you're
under oath, and so your answers need to be truthful
and give the conplete truth as you understand it;
correct?

A Yes.

Q What did you do to prepare for your
deposi tion today?

MR. KRIEGER (bjection. To the extent it
calls for any attorney-client privileged
communi cations or work product, |'mgoing to instruct

the witness not to answer to the extent he didn't rely
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on any of that information for the purposes of his
decl aration. Oherw se, the witness may answer.
You can go ahead.
MR. HOMARD: Yeah. Go ahead.

A So for ny declaration, obviously, | did
chat with nmy counsel, but everything | put in ny
decl aration was fromny experience with M Tek or
before M Tek and then anything of know edge | have
fromthe construction industry.

Q (By M. Howard) Okay. So just to clarify,
to prepare for the deposition, you net with counsel;
correct?

A Correct.

Q kay. And who did you -- did you neet
with, M. Krieger?

A Yeah. M. Krieger and al so
Julie Scheipeter, | believe is how you pronounce her
nane.

Q And how | ong was your neeting with counsel ?

A I'd say approxi mately an hour, two hours.

Q And when did you neet with counsel to
prepare for the deposition today?

A Yest er day.

Q Did you neet with anyone el se to prepare

for today's deposition?
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A.  Nope.

Q Did you review any docunents to prepare for
t he deposition today?

A Nope.

Q Ckay. | believe that you have a copy of
your declaration in front of you; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And that's been previously marked, |
believe, in this matter as Exhibit 2060 entitl ed
“"The Declaration of Christopher Horwitz." And the
copy of your -- that you have in front of you, that is
a copy of the declaration that you drafted; correct?

A Correct.

Q Now, in connection with preparing the
decl aration, did you speak with anyone to help you
prepare the declaration?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. To the extent it
calls for any attorney-client privileged
comuni cati ons or work product, |I'mgoing to instruct
the witness not to answer to the extent he did rely on
any of those comunications for the purposes of his
declaration. [I'mgoing to instruct the w tness that
he can testify that he spoke with counsel during the
process of drafting his declaration.

A Correct. And if you can rephrase, but

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100
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yeah. That is correct.

Q (By M. Howard) Okay. Did counsel provide
you with any assunptions that you were to nmake in
connection wth the preparation of your declaration?

A No.

Q O her than counsel, did you speak with
anyone el se in connection with the preparati on of your
decl arati on?

A No.

Q Did you review any docunents in connection
with the preparation of your declaration?

A No.

Q We referenced the '339 patent a little bit
earlier. Have you reviewed the '339 patent at all?

A No.

Q Is it fair to say that you haven't read any
of the clains of the '339 patent?

A That is correct.

Q Wuld it be fair to say that any
under st andi ng that you have regardi ng what the '339
patent covers is based on what you were told by
counsel ?

A Correct. | haven't been told anything
about it though.

Q How nmuch tine did you spend preparing your
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decl arati on?

A A full day on ny own, yeah, to actually --
yeah. A day.

Q So a day, an eight-hour workday, or a day,
24- hour day?

A Ei ght - hour wor kday.

Q So did you prepare, like, a first draft of
the declaration and then iterate fromthat draft?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection to form

Q (By M. Howard) Well, let nme rephrase it.
Did you prepare a first draft of the declaration?

A Yeah. | did -- 1'd say a wote a draft and
then read it, and then, you know, expanded on ny
t hought s.

Q Did anyone el se assist you in the
preparation of the declaration other than counsel ?

A No.

Q Do you have any corrections or changes to
be nmade to your declaration?

A No.

Q kay. So | want to turn, and let's talk a
little bit about your education and enpl oynent
background. So let's just talk with your educati on.
Can you briefly describe your educational background

starting after, say, high school?

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
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A Sure. So | received a bachelor's of
science in architecture fromthe University of
Maryl and in 2010. And then | went to grad school at
the University of Colorado, and | received a graduate
degree in structural engineering, civil engineering in
2019.

Q | want to talk a little bit about your
enpl oynent background, which you talk a little bit
about in your declaration. But before we do that, |
want to ask you: Do you understand what Type |11
construction is?

A Yes.

Q And can you briefly explain what Type 111

construction is?

A Type |11l construction is five stories of
l'ight frame wood two-by material. That is its core,
woul d say category in the IBC. It can be on a podi um

or sone other structure, but the core idea is five
| evel s.

Q And then what -- do you know what Type V
construction is?

A Type Vis very simlar, but it nmaxes out at
four stories of wood.

Q And what kind of -- well, strike that.

Are there types of structures that

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100
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typically fall into a Type IIl or a Type V
construction?
A | guess, can you rephrase or be nore

specific?

Q Well, what sort of buildings would be
categorized as Type |1l construction?

A So you have your apartnents are very
commonpl ace in that, dormtories. You'll get hotels
as well. 1'd say that's probably the common pl ace for
it.

Q And is that also true of Type V

construction?

A Yeah. | think there is overlap in those
use cases.

Q kay. You say, "there is overlap.” |Is
there -- are there other types of buildings that would

fall into Type V other than what you' ve already
listed?

A No. | think really that's the core idea.
It's nultifam |y spaces, either apartnents or, you
know, spaces to rent or spaces to live, so | think
that sunmarizes it, at least in ny mnd, of the types
of buildings that would fall into those.

Q Ckay. And | think in your declaration, you

tal k about that you worked at Case Design and

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
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Renodeling in Maryland; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q kay. And what years did you work there?

A | worked there from 2010 to 2017.

Q Ckay. And what did you do at Case Design?

A So | was focused on architectural design at
that point, and a lot of nore of their technica
experts, a lot of tines what | would do is | would
take drawi ngs that were going fromaround a schematic
design and actually build out the structure with the
structural engineer and bring that through permtting
and into construction. That's nore of what |
speci al i zed in.

Q Was any of the work that you did with
Case Design -- well, strike that.

Was any of the work that you did at

Case Design done outside of Maryland or for projects
out si de of Maryl and?

A Yeah. So it was in the DW area, so it
woul d be Maryland, Virginia, and District of Col unbia.
Q Ckay. And did any of your work at
Case Design involve Type Il or Type V construction?

A I would not say specifically. They did
nmore of actual customrenodels is really their core

busi ness, so nore of single famly attached and those

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
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type of structures versus your four- and five-story
bui | di ngs.

Q Did any of your work at Case Design involve
M Tek's FWH firewal | hanger products at all?

A So I'd say there were still firewalls that
were relevant to the design that we were | ooking at,
but I would not say it was a ton of exposure at that
tinme.

Q Ckay. So did any of the work at
Case Design involve Sinpson's DU product or DG
product ?

A No. | don't think so. Like, | was aware
of firewalls at those tines, but | don't think either
of the selections were really comng into ny constant
day-to-day. | grew up in construction, you know, even
before Case, so | was aware of firewalls and, you
know, firewall hangers, but really didn't get into
what ny day-to-day activities were requiring for the
j ob.

Q So it's fair to say that, at this tine,
firewall s are outside of your expertise?

MR. KRIEGER: (Objection. Form
A | guess if you can rephrase for ne.
Q (By M. Howard) Well, you testified that

you were aware of firewalls, but you did not work on

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
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projects specifically concerning firewalls; is that
right?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. Form
M scharacterizes the witness's prior testinony.

A | think there were plenty of projects,
especi ally condom ni uns and ot hers where firewal ls
were very prevalent, but | wouldn't say in the core
i dea of you know, Type IIl construction. There's
still plenty of firewalls outside of that.

Q (By M. Howard) Gkay. And then ny
under standi ng from your declaration is that after you
wor ked at Case Design, you then worked at EVstudio; is
that correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. And what would -- what did you do at
EVst udi 0?

A EVstudio was really a | ot of production
honmes, new build construction, commercial spaces
there, you know, single famly attached Type |11
structures, and then |I'd say snaller scale commerci al
work as wel .

Q kay. And while you were at, EVstudio, did
you work on any projects that were outside of
Col or ado?

A. Yes. There were a handful in Uah as well.

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© o0 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N N NN PR PR R P R P PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00 o W N +—» O

Chri st opher Horwitz
August 07, 2025 17

It was primarily in the Col orado Mountain region
t hough.

Q And did any of the work that you perforned
at EVstudio involve Type Ill or Type V construction
requiring the use of fire barriers?

A Yes.

Q How many?

A | don't -- | don't recall a specific
nunmber. |1'd say it was a good portion of ny job.
don't know if | can track back a specific anmount of
nunbers.

Q kay. Can you give a rough estimte of the
nunber of jobs that involved Type Il or Type V
construction requiring fire barriers that you worked
on?

A Sure. |1'd say at least 50. 50 projects |
was exposed to.

Q Did your work at EVstudi o invol ve the use
of M Tek's FWH products?

A No.

Q Did your work at EVstudi o involve the use
of Sinmpson's firewall hanger products such as the DU,
the DG DGB, or DGT?

A | was aware of the DU at EVstudi o.

Q So you said that you were aware of the DU

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© o0 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N N NN PR PR R P R P PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00 o W N +—» O

Chri st opher Horwitz
August 07, 2025 18

at EVstudio. D d you work on any projects where the
DU was specified for a project that you were working
on?

MR. KRIEGER: (nbjection. Form
Foundat i on.

A Yeah. | guess if you can rephrase. Help
me understand the specific --

Q (By M. Howard) GCkay. How were you aware
of the DU when you were working at EVstudi 0?

A Wel |, because of the fire barriers,
especially interior fire barriers, and the DU s
connection on the outside of the drywall, so I knew
that as a solution for handling fire barriers.

Q And what was the type of work that you
performed specifically at EVstudi 0?

A So | was a design -- |1'd say, you know, an
engineer in training at that time, but doing full, you
know, cal cul ati on packages, full building design for
conmponents, holistic building design, and then
actually drafting the entire structure as well.
EVstudi o was an architecture and engineering firm so
we would work with our internal staff as well for the
architectural design, the MEP design, and yeah, |'d
say holistic structural design and engi neering, and

t hen constructi on docunent ati on.
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Q And then after working at EVstudi o, you
wor ked at DCl Engineering; is that right?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And how long did you work at
DCl Engi neeri ng?

A So DClI Engi neering was about two and a half
years. Yeah.

Q Can you renenber what years you were --

A Yeah. So it's August, 2019, to January,
2022.

Q And what was your role at DCl Engi neering?

A So once again, an engineer in training at
that point, and, you know, just a project engineer. A
project structural engineer is what they called it.

Q And did you work on any projects at
DCl Engi neering that were outside of Col orado?

A Yes.

Q Wher e?

A So California, Washington State, Utah. |
think those are the main states outside of Col orado.
Yeah.

Q And | think at paragraph 3 of your
declaration, if you want to take a |look at that, |
think you state that you had substantial exposure to

Type 11l and Type V construction requiring use of fire
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713- 653-7100



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© o0 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N N NN PR PR R P R P PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00 o W N +—» O

Chri st opher Horwitz
August 07, 2025 20

barriers while you were at DCI Engi neering, so what
does "substanti al exposure" nean as you use it in that
sent ence?

A | would -- so in ny interpretation of that
is either specifying design at that point, working on
constructions, going through schematic design to
really work with the, say, all the design teamto
figure out what the structure is going to be, if it's
going to be Type V, if it's going to be Type Il or
even a Type | or Type Il to explore what the actual --
I'd say the nost appropriate use of the space and code
Is for that project.

Q And can you give an estimate of the
per centage of work that you did that involved Type I
or Type V construction requiring the use of fire
barriers?

A Yeah. | can say 50 percent of ny tine.
I'd say alnost half of the projects | worked on.

Q Now, did your work at DCl Engi neering
I nvol ve the use of M Tek FWH products?

A | was nore -- |I'd say | was famliar with
it, but I did not specifically specify. 1| was
actually nore famliar with the DU hangers at
corridors while working at DCl.

Q kay. Were you famliar wth Sinpson's

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
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other firewall products such as the DG or DEB while

you were working at DCl Engi neering?

A No. | was not aware.
Q And then imedi ately before you cane to
M Tek, | guess you were at Kahura Engineer -- |'m

sorry. Strike that.

Sorry. Before -- inmmediately before
joining M Tek, you were at Kahura Energy Project
Execution; is that correct?

A So it's technically Kahuna. | realize |
have a spelling error there. Just want to -- | had a
typo, so it's an N rather than an R, yeah

Q Ckay. So | guess it should be spelled
K-a- h-u-n-a?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. Wanted to make sure it's clear for
t he record.

A Yeah. | should have caught that.

Q It's all right. Howlong -- so how | ong

were you at Kahuna?

A It's kind of a silly nanme actually. But
was only there for a little bit, like, less than a
year, so |'d say it ended up being, like,
approxi mately nine nonths or so. | can get the

speci fic dates here.
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Q And can you descri be what your role was at
Kahuna?

A So | was a structural staff engi neer, and
this is mainly focusing on steel structures with
Kahuna, so this is an oil and gas conpany where |
wanted to broaden ny exposure in construction, so that
was nmai nly focusing on steel and concrete structures
for them

Q Can you describe the type of structures
t hat you were working on?

A Yeah. So they're -- they fall under a
different category of the code versus where we were
tal king, you know, Type |I through Type V. |It's
actually a scaffolding structure, soit's actually a
di fferent code altogether, so the best way | can say
it is structural frames is probably the best way to

categorize it.

Q So did any of your work at Kahuna invol ve
Type |11l or Type V construction requiring firewall
barriers?

A No.

Q So then | take it your work at Kahuna did

not involve the use of M Tek firewall hangers. Is
that -- would that be accurate?
A. Correct. It did not involve that.
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Q And your work at Kahuna did not involve the
use of the Sinpson firewall hangers such as the DU or
t he DG?

A Correct. It did not.

Q Now, you're currently enployed at M Tek;

correct?

A Correct.

Q When did you join M Tek?

A | joined M Tek in Novenber of 2022.

Q And when you joined M Tek, what was your
rol e?

A So | worked in our optimzation departnent

which is part of new market growth and i nnovation, and
ny original title when | canme in was principa
opti m zati on engi neer.

Q Ckay. And what does the principa
optim zati on engi neer do?

A So we work with our -- our marketing,
i nnovati on, and sal es functions, and our goal is to
real ly support the design community, bring a | ot of,
|'d say previously unsupported stakehol ders, say, you
know, architects, engineers, devel opers, owners, and
really try and answer a |lot of the questions that cone
up downstreamwi th our buy submttals especially wth

conponent manufacturers and really try to support the
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design comunity early on. So |I'd say that's a good
summary, and then really just supporting themto
actually optim ze designs for construction early on
that they nmay not be getting otherw se.

Q Can you provide an exanpl e of what that
woul d -- what that would ook like in terns of the
wor k that you woul d perfornf

A So it depends on what stage of the project
we get brought in. But as an exanple, an engineer is
work on a Type |1l or Type V project where they're
trying to actually go through their val ue engi neering
process to figure out why everything is so over
budget. Is it part of the their design? 1Is it the
actual procurement of materials? Is it just an
increase in market costs? And what we would do is use
or proprietary software to help themactually analyze
mul tiple different solutions and conpare themas far
as material quantification, supply chain errors, or
just difficulty in quantifying cost, |abor, and
materials, and give themthat kind of insight early on
so they wouldn't have to do redesigns |ater on.

Q So in your declaration, you say that you' ve
been in your current role since January of 2024. It
sounds |i ke your previous role when you cane into the

conpany in 2022 is simlar to your current role. Is
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that -- would that -- is that accurate?
A Correct. | got pronoted inside of that

organi zational chart inside of M Tek.

Q kay. So is it fair to say that since
2022, you've been doing the sane type of work within
M Tek?

A | wouldn't say the sanme, but simlar.

Q What is the difference between the work
that you were doi ng when you joined M Tek versus the
wor k that you do now in your current role?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection to form

A Yeah. | guess if you can rephrase or help
me be nore specific.

Q (By M. Howard) Ckay. How would you
descri be the difference between what you are doi ng now
in your role at M Tek versus what you were doing prior
to your current role at M Tek?

A So one of the things is the anobunt of staff
| have where, at first, you know, it was nainly nme and
two other staff nmenbers doing all of it. And then
because of the demand that we saw for this type of
support, the teamgrew to where | was doing a little
| ess of the actual day-to-day execution and nore
managenent and strategy for that departnent.

Q Ckay. |If you take a | ook at paragraph 2 of
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your declaration, | think there, you say, "In ny
current position, | amresponsible for the

identification of early adopters of design-mnmake-build
t echni ques i ncludi ng devel opers, engineers,
architects, and contractors." \Wat does

desi gn- make- bui | d techni ques nean?

A Desi gn-nmake-build is a concept of off-site
solutions, so a | ot of premanufacturing that's done,
whet her or not that's in a warehouse, in sone type of
plant, or close to the site, to help nmake the actua
construction process on site far nore efficient.

Q And part of your role is to identify
devel opers, engineers, and architects, genera
contractors that are interested in that technique?

A | would say yes. But then also, it is to
just talk to them whether or not they're a good fit
or not for, say, off-site solutions, to educate rather
than -- | guess, if |I'munderstandi ng your question
correctly, it wasn't just good fits for off-site
solutions. [It's just to actually educate on either
nore efficient ways to build if people aren't aware of
it, or perhaps if there's sonething we're not aware
of, to actually hear and understand the market from
their perspective.

Q Can you explain how you identify
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devel opers, engineers, architects, and genera
contractors that may be interested in those
t echni ques?

A So it's through our different business
partners or also just our teamis network of working in
the industry, whether or not that's with M Tek or
previously M Tek, because a |ot of the people that are
on ny team have lived in the construction industry for
decades before either working with or inside of M Tek.

Q I think in paragraph 2, you al so say that
you focus on conmmercialization and opti m zed
engi neering design proposals and go-to-nmarket
strategi es, so what does your focus on
comercialization entail?

A This is working with marketing to make sure
that we actually understand the -- |'d say how
products, products design techni ques, or software
automation are actually able to exist inside either a
current or future marketplace, so really just
understanding |'d say the marketing side of the
portion of ny work.

Q And what does your focus on optim zed
engi neeri ng design proposals entail?

A So that would be as part of our offering is

if there is an additional service that -- say an
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engineer is like, "Ww, this was really helpful. Can
you guys help me out with X Y, and Z?" |f that was
the case, then we would say there's a proposal for
addi tional work in that case.

Q And then what does your focus on
go-to-nmarket strategies entail?

A That woul d be us actual |y understandi ng
when we do this actual investigation, whether or not
it's our products or others' products or even stuff we
haven't been aware of, we want to understand where the
mar ket -- what people actually want, where demand is,
and |'d say that's a ot of go-to-market strategies is
just understandi ng what the industry is wanting to use
versus what they're not even aware of yet and just --
yeah. | call that market research and understandi ng
really where demand is and for what.

Q Ckay. Also in paragraph 2, you state that
you're responsi ble for |eading global design
engagenent process. Wat is that?

A So that's -- | have a dual role with ny
current position, but as | took on nore responsibility
and the -- ny teamgrew, | was asked to really neet
with our other territories globally, so Europe,

Asia Pacific, and sone of the other |eaders in those

areas to take the process of really supporting these
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desi gn professionals and see if that would hel p
support those regions as well; al so understand what
materials are working well for themversus aren't, and
see what strategies and process woul d be adopt abl e

gl obally versus just in the US.

Q Then you al so say in paragraph 2 that you
“col |l aborate with marketi ng on devel opi ng necessary
docunentation and sales tools to enable effective
canpaigns.” And ny question is: So what types of
docunentati on do you coll aborate with marketing to
create?

A | would say it's technical articles. A
good exanpl e, case studies of either projects that
really solved a great, |'d say issue that nultiple
ot her design professionals are having in the field.
Then you're al so going to have typical marketing
material as far as product information sheets and
those itens, so |l'd say it's case studies and typi cal
mar ket i ng handout s.

Q And then what types of sales tools do you
col |l aborate with marketing to create?

A So that's our internal CRM system |iKke,
Sal es Force and anything along those lines just to
make sure that we're actually collecting the right

i nformati on and bei ng consi stent and not guessi ng.
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Q Ckay. Can you take a | ook at paragraph 5
of your declaration? And there, | think you state
that you' ve worked al nost exclusively with nultifamly
construction projects while at M Tek; is that
accur ate?

A Correct.

Q kay. So is all the work that we just
previ ously tal ked about in your current role, that's
been primarily with respect to nultifamly
construction projects?

A Correct.

Q How many such projects have you worked on
at M Tek woul d you estinmate?

MR. KRIEGER: (Objection. Form

A | guess I'll lean to ny counsel for how |
shoul d answer that.

MR. KRIEGER  You may answer. |It's just --
when | object like that, it's usually to sone word or
phrase in the question that | don't understand. |If
you understand it or you want to clarify your answer
based on that, you nmay do so. But yeah, you should
answer if you're able.

A Yeah. | would appreciate clarification
just so I can nmake sure |'mgiving you a specific

answer .
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Q (By M. Howard) No problem How many
multifam|ly construction projects have you worked on
in total while at M Tek?

A. | don't have an exact nunmber, as | think
woul d be difficult for anybody to say, but hundreds of
projects. |'d say at |least 100 a year.

Q kay. And then how -- strike that.

Let's take the nunber 100, 100 per year.
How many of those 100 projects have involved Type |11
construction requiring exterior fire barriers and fire
barriers between units?

A I'd say probably 40 percent, so each year,
probably 40 Type I11Is.

Q And what percentage of those projects would
i nvol ve Type V construction requiring exterior fire
barriers and fire barriers between units?

A So I'd say the other -- |ike, another
40 percent 1'd say are Type V. And then you'll get
your, like, town homes and sone ot her pieces in that
as sone of the smaller percentage that we'd see.

Q So paragraph 5, you also state that you' ve
becone intimately famliar wth the use and history of
firewall hangers, specifically MTek's firewall -- |I'm
sorry. FWH hangers and products marketed and sold by

Si npson. So which products marketed and sold by

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© o0 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N N NN PR PR R P R P PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00 o W N +—» O

Chri st opher Horwitz
August 07, 2025 32

Si npson are you referring to in your declaration
t her e?

A My thought process goes to the DU hangers
and then the DG series that have cone out nore
recently.

Q How fam liar were you with the use and
hi story of M Tek's FWH hangers prior to joining M Tek?

A I knew about the firewall hangers from back
inny tinme at EVstudio. Even if | wasn't working as
closely with them | was well aware just because |
al so knew it through working in the construction
I ndustry and ny experience about firewall hangers.

Q Can you rank your famliarity in terns of,
say, you had sone famliarity or extensive
famliarity? | just want to get a sense of how
famliar you were with M Tek's FWH hangers before
j oining M Tek.

MR. KRIEGER: (Objection. Form

A Yeah. | guess that's hard for ne to
quantify. |Is there a different way we can quantify
it?

Q (By M. Howard) Well, let's see. So if

paragraph 5, you say that you're intimately famli ar
with M Tek's FWH hangers, so what do you nean by

“intimately famliar" in paragraph 5?
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A The majority of my work involves firewall
hangers, a lot of what | conme into contact with, so |
woul d say that is an intimate -- intinmate | evel of
under st andi ng and experience with them Does that
answer your question?

Q kay. Yes. In terns of defining what
“intimately famliar" neans.

Ckay. So now, before you joined M Tek as
conpared to being intimately famliar with M Tek's
FWH hangers, how fam liar would you say you were with
M Tek's FWH hangers before you joined M Tek?

A |'d say sonewhat. Maybe a nmedium | evel of
under st andi ng versus intimate.

Q How fam liar would you say you were with
the history of MTek's firewall hangers, FWH hangers
prior to joining M Tek?

A It was nedium that same -- sane |evel.

Q And in paragraph 5, when you tal k about
being famliar with the history of firewall hangers,
in particular, MTek's FWH hangers, what do you nean
by "the history" of those hangers?

A It's the sequencing issue that -- | guess
|'ve been in construction since 2002, and sequencing
of trades is a huge issue, and it's a big part of why

costs have spiralled the way they have. So nobst of ny
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initial -- you know, before M Tek and then at M Tek
was talking to different crews about how difficult it
is to actually get the sequencing to work w thout the
FWA.

Q So to make sure | understand, when you say
the word "history" in paragraph 5, you're talking
about sequenci ng?

A Yeah. |'d say the big use case for it was
my initial exposure rather than -- yeah. That was ny
exposure to it, the need for it, of why it was
inportant. Maybe that's a different interpretation of
“history," so if we maybe want to clarify that, but
yeah.

Q And then how famliar were you with the use
and history of products narketed by Sinpson?

A | was very famliar. Intimtely.

Q And that was prior -- that's prior to
joining MTek, you were intimately famliar with
Si npson' s products and history?

A. I would say, once again, | think it's
simlar where it's a nedi um anmount of understandi ng
before M Tek, and then | would say to a greater extent
once | actually joined M Tek.

Q And then in the | ast sentence of

paragraph 5, you state that you've, "also becone
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famliar with some of the historical techniques that
were used in the industry prior to the introduction of
the FWH series of firewall hangers.” How would you
rank your famliarity with these historical

t echni ques?

A | guess relative to what?

Q Relative to your famliarity with the M Tek
FWH hangers and products nade by Sinpson that are al so
firewal | hangers.

A | would say it's an on intimate | evel too.
I've seen | think nost techniques on how firewalls are
built.

Q So you say you' ve seen nost techni ques on
how firewalls are built. So previous to your joining
M Tek, you saw these historical techniques used in
connection wth building projects that you worked on?

A Correct. | guess by seeing, you know, the
di fference between seeing drawi ngs, seeing technica
articles, and then also field experience as well, so |
guess if we want to dive into what seeing is, you
know, just to clarify.

Q Thank you. | appreciate that.

What are the historical techniques that
you're referencing in that sentence in paragraph 5?

A. So alot of it is also how IBC fire code
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i nterpretation and standards have evol ved over the
| ast 20 years. But the first piece is if you would
need to nake the entire fire barrier, the connection
of floors and walls all char rated to a certain
anount. So take hangers out of it. [It's making sure
that any of the intersection is neeting the char
rati ng requirement of the IBS, and even further than
that, it's that all of the material inside of that
connection is fire treated or fire retardant types of
mat erial, whether or not that's sheathi ng, wood, other
engi neered products; some way of getting that fire
code satisfied w thout hangers at all

Q So would a summary of the historical
techni ques be figuring out ways to satisfy fire code

requi rements without the use of hangers? |Is that

right?

A Yeah. | think nost of ny initial exposure
toit was -- | think that's correct. | don't know if
I want to say, like, a total speaking generalization

i ke that, but that was -- you know, | think that's
what ny background and history showed ne. It's kind
of Iike an advance in tools that people even have
avai l able to them

Q Now, have you ever worked on a project that

enpl oyed the historical techniques that you' ve been
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ref erenci ng?
A Yes.
Q How many?
A I nmean, | want to say, once again, probably
sonewhere between, |1'd say close to around 50. Like,

|'ve seen other techni ques done throughout the years,
and a lot of times, they were very expensive to do
with those traditional techniques. The project would
either go stalled or they'd have to figure out another
way to do it. It was just too expensive.

Q And can you give ne a ballpark of when you
wor ked on projects that enpl oyed these historical
t echni ques?

A So the majority would be over this -- 1'd
say ny tine at M Tek, but |I've been famliar with
Issues with fire barriers back to 2002, so |I'd say
ever since | started, |'ve heard people conplain about
fire barriers.

Q Just to clarify, you' re saying that the
maj ority of projects that you' ve worked on that have
enpl oyed these historical techni ques have been while
you were at M Tek; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. Can you take a | ook at paragraph 9

of your declaration? And there, you di scuss what you
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descri be as a conmon problemthat occurred in Type |11
construction when joists were hung at the tops of
exterior wood frame walls that required -- were

required to function as part of the fire barrier;

correct?
A Yes.
Q You' re noddi ng your head?
A Yes.
Q Sorry. Wanted to nmake sure we got that.

And is the common problemthat you're
describing in paragraph 9 one that existed prior to
the introduction of MTek's FWH product ?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you know when the FWH product was

rel eased?
A | don't know the exact date.
Q Do you have a ballpark idea of when it was

I nt roduced?

A I think it was in the 2010s. You know,
it's sonewhere, back end of that decade. M ddl e, back
end of that decade is ny guess. | don't know the
exact date.

Q So with respect to what you describe in
paragraph 9 as a comon problem how did you |earn

that this was a comon problemin Type |1
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construction?

A Fromny history of actually understanding
fire barriers, and one of the things is interpretation
of that code when floors and walls intersect. |It's
commonly either m sunderstood or m sinterpreted by
mul tiple code jurisdictions. And a lot of it cones to
play, say the floor is a certain rating, say one hour,
and the walls are two hour. At that intersection,
shoul d the intersection be one hour or two hours is
commonpl ace. And then you have different
jurisdictions depending on how strict they are with
fire code enforcenent making sure that that two-hour
wal | really stands proud. And what we saw especially
over tinme is that got nore and nore strict, and people
were trying to find different solutions on how to nake
that two-hour wall consistent while also having the
fl oors connect into the walls.

Q And when did you learn that this was a

comon problemin Type IIl construction?

A. | -- 1 don't knowif, once again, if | have
a specific date to try to renenber all this. | knew
it was a problemfor, 1'd say as long as -- goi ng back

to EVstudi o when | was becom ng nore aware of fire
barriers as a structural engineer in training, and

then it just conpounded on top of that as it becane
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nore and nore preval ent over the last three years.

Q And in your answer, you just said, "as it
becane nore preval ent over the |ast three years."
What becane nore preval ent over the last three years?

A So code updates were one big piece where
code -- actual, you know, iterations for the
I nternational Building Code becanme nore and nore
strict and clarified, that actual difference in fire
barriers. The other side to that is also the nunber
of projects | was comng into contact with that even
had that problem per se.

Q Ckay. So if you can take a | ook at
paragraph 10 of your declaration.

A Correct. Sure.

Q And there, you describe one way to remnedy

the problemthat you discuss in paragraph 9. [Is that
accur ate?
A Yes.

Q Now, is the -- sorry. Strike that.

Is the approach that you're describing in
par agraph 10 one that you understood woul d have been
enpl oyed prior to the introduction of M Tek's FWH
product ?

A Yes. This was one technique that would

have been used before firewall hangers or the
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advancenent of firewall hangers.

Q And you state that the approach that you
di scuss in paragraph 10 required significant |abor and
made it difficult to coordinate the different
construction sub-trades. Wat's your basis for that
statenent in paragraph 107?

A From ny own experience working on
construction crews of how the actual two-by or
fram ng, production fram ng, those crews cone in and
are different teans than the drywall contractors. So
one piece of that is just scheduling issues. |f you
have to do wall frane, two-by, then drywall, then the
floor two-by, that's very difficult as far as
different crews coordinating, so that's one piece of
it.

The additional piece on here is actually
the labor to cut that drywall, which is not a huge
tinme saver, but it's actually fire caul king around
that cut once you actually have the joist and joi st
hanger into place.

Q So have you worked on projects that have
enpl oyed this approach that to solving the problem you
tal ked about in paragraph 9?

A Yes. This is one of the approaches | have

seen used.
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Q And how often have you seen this approach
used?

A I'd say semi conmonly. Yeah. Once again,
hard for nme to quantify. | don't knowif you want to
gquantify percentages or how often or if we can get
nore specific.

Q So how many projects have you worked on

where this approach was used?

A Probably a handful. | nean, maybe, |ike,
five a year, | see this. 1'd say that's a good
esti mat e.

Q kay. And then for those projects, what
was your role in the project?

A It was working as part of the design
engagenent team for design optim zation of these
proj ects where, once again, either we were getting
brought in early enough where we saw the detailing
done that way or after the fact where they're having
RFIs and issues in the field in order to actually
construct in this technique.

Q Ckay. So you' ve worked on projects that
have enpl oyed this technique while you were at M Tek;
is that correct?

A Correct.

Ckay. Did you work on any projects that
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enpl oyed this approach prior to working at M Tek?

A Not that |I'm aware of.

Q So on the projects that you did work on at
M Tek that enpl oyed this approach, did you witness the
difficulty of coordination of different construction
sub-trades when this approach was used?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what was the nature of the
difficulty of the coordination?

A So a couple things. One, either the
scheduling of those different sub-crews were
difficult, or one would not show up on tine, and then
del ays woul d occur where one teamis waiting for
another. The other is, people didn't understand how
to actually do these cuts and fire caul k correctly, or
it was taking people too long. So |I'd say in sumary,
it was intense del ays causi ng additional costs.

Q And - -

MR. KRIEGER  Sorry to interrupt. Do you
mnd if we take a five-mnute break? It's been over
an hour.

MR. HOMRD: That's perfect. That's fine
Yeah.

MR. KRIEGERS Great. Thank you.

(Recess.)
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Q (By M. Howard) Okay. So M. Horwitz, for
the project that you worked on at M Tek that enpl oyed
t he approach that you di scussed in paragraph 10, were
the difficulties in coordination related only to the
use of this approach, or were there ot her aspects of
those projects where there were also difficulties of
coordi nation?

MR, KRIEGER. (nbjection to form Conpound.

A Yeah. | guess maybe break it down into one
piece at a tine.

Q (By M. Howard) Yeah. GCkay. So you
described that there were difficulties of coordination
bet ween the sub-trades in connection with inplenenting
t he approach that you described in paragraph 10;
correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. Were there difficulties of
coordi nati on between the sub-trades that were
unrelated to the approach that you described in
par agraph 107

A Not that |I'm aware of.

Q So ot her than enploying the approach
descri bed in paragraph 10, the trades all coordinated
without difficulty for every other aspect of these

projects; is that correct?
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MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. Form Overbroad.
Foundat i on.

A | can't speak to that. | don't know. |
don't know the ins and outs of all the different crew
interactions for the project.

Q (By M. Howard) |In paragraph 10, you say
that significant | abor was involved in inplenmenting
t he approach. Can you quantify what significant |abor
means in that sentence?

A Two-fold is the way | interpret it. One is
the actual length of tinme for sub-crews on the site,
which | quantify as | abor or |abor overhead, so that's
scheduling. And then the second piece is the
addi tional actual |abor of fire caul king, cutting,
installing all of that drywall after all of the wood
fram ng and hangers have been installed previously.

Q Have you cal cul ated the tinme saved by using
the M Tek FWH product versus using the approach that
you di scuss in paragraph 10?

A No. | have not quantified that.

Q Okay. Looking at paragraph 11 of your
decl aration, there you discuss other techniques that
existed to naintain the fire barrier requirenent;
correct?

A. Correct.
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Q And there, you state that those techni ques
were extrenely expensive. Can you give ne a
definition of what you nmean by "extrenely expensive"
as you're using it in paragraph 117

A Yes. For exanple, with this case, you have
to have a full-width rimthat's either going to be
sone type of engineered nmaterial in order to get that
two- hour char rating and satisfy code requirenments, so
sone exanples of that are going to be a ful
five-and-a-half-inch thick fire retardant treated bl ue
| am as one exanple or a three-ply LVL engi neered
material that goes in there, and as you can i magi ne,
that's hundreds of thousands of dollars on a project.

Q So what is the hundreds of thousands of
dol | ars component that you're referencing?

A |'ve seen exanple projects where we did
quantify the cost of just that rim and that's what
the -- at |least the market rate our custoners told us,
so | can't know for certain, but that was the nunbers
that | was given by our custoners.

Q Did you do anything to confirmthe nunbers
that were provided by your custoners?

A Yes. W did have confirmed bids for that.

Q You al so state in paragraph 11 that the

techni ques that you're referencing in paragraph 11
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were highly disruptive to construction schedul es.
What does "highly disruptive"” nean as you're using it
i n paragraph 117?

A Well, the difficulty with this techni que
that I"mstating here is those materials are hard to
procure, so even if the actual |abor of construction
was still in line with the typical platformfram ng of
using a rim those FRT rinms are very difficult to
actual ly procure which creates a delay in the actua
schedul e of material procurenent.

Q Do you know why they're hard to procure?

A They' re not nmade very often.

Q Have you worked on projects where the
techni ques that you're referencing in paragraph 11
were used?

A Yes.

Q And on those projects, that you worked on
where the techni que in paragraph 11 was used, how
di sruptive to the construction schedul e was the use of
t he techni que on those projects?

A Hard for nme to quantify. Again, |I'm
getting that frommy -- our partners in bidding, but
the feedback | received was that actually procuring
those materials was very difficult and creating

anot her additional cost and scheduling problemfor
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t hem

Q Do you know how nuch additional cost was
i ncurred by using the technique in paragraph 11 on the
projects that you've worked on?

A I do not have those specific nunbers.

Q Okay. Paragraph 13 of your declaration, |
want to take a |l ook at that. You discuss that, "The
nost inportant feature of the M Tek FWH hanger is that
it permts construction -- a construction sequence
whereby the fram ng can be installed before the
drywal | . "

A Yes.

Q So is it your understanding that prior to
the introduction of the MTek FWH, there were no
t echni ques by which one could install the fram ng
before the drywal | ?

A No. There were other techniques.

Q SO you were aware prior -- strike that.

So prior to the introduction of the
M Tek FWH product, you were aware of techniques by
whi ch one could install the hanger before the drywall;
is that right?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. Form Inconplete
hypot heti cal .

A Can you be nore specific?
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Q (By M. Howard) Well, were you aware of
t echni ques by which one could install the fram ng
before the drywall prior to the introduction of the
FWH pr oduct ?

MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. Form Inconplete
hypot heti cal .

A I"'mnot -- | guess |I'mnot sure how to
answer that.

Q (By M. Howard) So is it fair to say that
you don't know whether or not there were techni ques
prior to the introduction of the FWH whereby one coul d
install the framng before the drywall?

A No. There are -- | do know techni ques
bef ore.

Q kay. So you are aware of techni ques where
one could install the fram ng before the drywall?

A Yes.

Q And paragraph 13, you discuss the -- well,
you refer -- well, strike that.

You al so di scuss what you refer to as the
FWH net hod of construction in paragraph 13. M
question is: Is it your understanding that the FWH
nethod is what is patented in the '339 patent?

MR. KRIEGER. (nbjection. Form

Foundat i on.

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT, | NC
713- 653-7100



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© o0 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N N NN PR PR R P R P PP
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00 o W N +—» O

Chri st opher Horwitz
August 07, 2025

50

A I don't know.

Q (By M. Howard) If you turn to
par agraph 18 of your declaration, and paragraph 18,
you state that there was no market for firewall
hangers before Sinpson and M Tek canme out with their
DU and FWH products respectively; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q So are you saying in paragraph 18 that
prior to the introduction of Sinpson's DU product and
M Tek's FWH product, that joist hangers weren't used
in connection with fire rated wood frane wal |l s?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q I n paragraph 18, how do you define the
firewal | hanger market?

A | would viewit as a fire barrier per code
desi gnati on connection, whether or not that is, you
know, wall to roof or wall to floor or even sone of
those -- you know, certain other intersections on
parts of a project and the materials that are used to
actually satisfy those connections, and then bent
netal as far as we call hangers being introduced to
sol ve that problem

Q Wul d you take a | ook at paragraph 19? You
state that -- you state in part that M Tek has

achi eved, quote/unquote, "remarkable sal es" of the FWH
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product in markets requiring firewall separation where
M Tek had not achi eved significant sal es previously.
So what's the basis for that -- your statenent in
par agraph 19?

A My basis for that is ny, |'d say
col l aboration with our sales and marketing departnents

about market share increase in specific markets.

Q And mar ket share increase as to what
exactly?

A O the use of firewall hangers.

Q I n paragraph 19, what constitutes -- strike

t hat.
Par agraph 19, what do you nean by
guot e/ unquot e "remar kabl e sal es” as you used it in
t hat paragraph?
A "Il have to lean on ny counsel. |'m not
sure how to quantify that.
MR. KRIEGER  Yeah. |[|f you need to ask for

clarification on what he's asking for specifically,

feel free. It sounds |ike you don't understand the
guesti on.
A Yeah. | guess it's -- | understand the

| anguage that's witten here. But how to quantify
“remarkable," | guess that's what |'m struggling wth.

Q (By M. Howard) Okay. Well, what did you
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nmean when you said that the sales -- that M Tek
experi enced remarkabl e sal es?

A My interpretation was a dramatic increase
of use in a specific market where it wasn't being used
bef ore.

Q kay. \What market are you referring to
when you tal k about it in paragraph 19?

A Certain areas that | think of just because
they cone into ny day-to-day nore often, nountain
regions, Salt Lake Cty, Boise, Seattle, North and
South California, Nevada, those areas, so significant
mar ket s.

Q Ckay. And so in those nmarkets, how did you
determ ne that the -- M Tek is experiencing remarkabl e
sales in those markets?

A Twofold. One is actually seeing sal es that
cone through as far as our actual financial
statenents, and then secondly is just word of nouth
fromour custoners that specifically brought it to us
about how nmuch easier it's been by spec-ing that
product, that they weren't doing that before.

Q Well, so let's talk about the Seattle
mar ket | think you nmentioned as one of these markets;
Is that correct?

A. Correct.
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Q Ckay. Do you know what sales of M Tek
products were in the Seattle market prior to the
i ntroduction of the FWH product?
MR. KRIEGER: (nbjection. Form Overbroad.

A | don't think I can be that specific.
Q (By M. Howard) So when you -- |I'msorry.
Strike that.

When you're referring to increase in market
share and attributing that to sales of the FWH what
are you are conparing the FWH sal es agai nst?

A |''mconparing the FWH sal es from previous
years or previous know edge of the actual product, so
|'"d say it's just a snmaller percentage of sales for
that market is the way | interpret market share,.

Q Ckay. So now, you -- so market share
I ncl udes both sales of the product and al so awareness
of the product?

MR. KRIEGER: (Objection. Form
Argunent ati ve.

A | don't know what to say. No. |'mview ng
it as they're related, but obviously, market share is
related to actual sales.

Q (By M. Howard) So in the Seattle market
that we were tal ki ng about, you conpare your sales at

FWH in prior years to sales of FWH in what year?
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MR. KRIEGER  (bjection. Form
M scharacterizes the witness's prior testinony.
You nmay answer if you can.

A Yeah. | can't quantify it to that
guesti on.

Q (By M. Howard) Are you able to quantify
it with respect to any of the markets that you |isted?

MR. KRIEGER. (nbjection. Form
Argunent ati ve.

A | think I'd have to | ook at the financi al
statenments of those areas in order to actually
quantify other than just saying a rough percentage of
increase, and | think I would rely on our actual
financial teamfor that anyways.

Q (By M. Howard) |In paragraph -- I'msorry.
Strike that.

I n paragraph 21 of your declaration, can
you take a |l ook at that? You discuss interactions
wi th custoners concerning the savings that they' ve
realized by using the FWH product?

A Yes.

Q kay. How nmany custoners have you had
these interactions with where they discuss with you
the savings that they've realized by using the FWH

product s?
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A 50 to 100.

Q And are these conversations that you're
having with the custoners, or is it witten
correspondence that you're having with the custoners

regardi ng the savings that they've experienced?

A They're normal ly going to be conversati ons.
| think sonetinmes they will be witten, but once
again, thisis -- this is their business, and we try

not to get too involved with our custoners' and our
custoners' custoners' financials.

Q kay. So how did these conversations that
you're referencing in paragraph 21, how did they cone
about ?

A Vell, one, it's fromthem actually using
the product, and then that's one of the conversations
that we have regarding all other issues on a project.
And then it cones back where, hey, this went well, X
Y, and Z, but, you know, these other things still need
to get inproved, and one of the areas that they
constantly bring up is the ease of actual |abor and
schedul i ng because of the firewall. That commonly
cones up as a pro.

Q And you state in paragraph 21 that, you
know, they have -- they have comuni cated that they

have experienced incredible savings. Do you have an
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under st andi ng of what "incredi ble savings" neans as
they're communicating it to you?

A My understanding is days less in cycle tine
or guys on the job site, guys and gals.

Q I n paragraph 22 of your declaration,
bel i eve you' re discussing an interaction that you had
with a M. Dunkle, that's D-u-n-k-1-e, regarding
experience with the FWH hanger; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q How did that interaction with M. Dunkle
cone about ?

A That's one of ny primary accounts, so |
chat with the entire Ml ender Wite. So Joe Dunkle is
one of |I'd say a handful individuals that I work with
alot at Mlender Wite, and they've been one of our
pri mary spokespeopl e about just how well they've
appreciated the firewall hangers.

Q Did you approach M. Dunkl e about getting
his thoughts on the FWH in connection with preparing
your decl aration?

A No.

Q So when did you have the interaction with
M. Dunkle that you're describing in paragraph 22?

A It was one of the communications | had with

M | ender White in general, so there were nultiple
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people | was actually just communicating with at
M | ender White about their insight and feedback on the
firewal | hanger.

Q kay. And do you recall when you had those
communi cati ons?

A Yeah. There's been a ot of them So as
early as, like, three years ago where |, you know,
really worked with them as one of ny primary accounts,
so it's been over a nunber of years of communication.

Q O her than what you state in paragraph 22
regarding their experience, did M. Dunkle express
anything el se that he |iked about the FWH product?

A Let ne read specifically in here just to
make sure | covered it all.

So | think I enphasized the actual -- you
know, the feedback |I received, just |ike any feedback,
is the actual sequencing for trades. The other
feedback that | received -- |'mnot positive it's
specifically fromJoe Dunkle -- is just the ease of
actually using the product, itself, in addition to the
sequenci ng; you know, of how it actually has a small
slit for the drywall. You're not doing blind actua
installation and worrying about if there's sonething
behind that drywall that you're not seeing. Sone of

t hose other, | guess, al nbst nuanced pieces that |
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find hard to quantify, so | stuck with the nunber one
pi ece | hear, which is sequencing.

MR. HOMRD: Al right. Wll, | don't have
anything further, M. Horwtz.

And | pass the w tness.

MR. KRIEGER: Al right. W reserve the
right to read and sign. | guess we're done.

MR. HOMRD: All right. M. Horwtz, thank
you for your tinme today.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

COURT REPORTER: Can | get your transcript
orders?

MR HOMRD: 1'll take a rough. It does
not need to be rushed.

MR. KRIEGER | do not need a rough.
Regular tinme frame. And an electronic copy is fine.

(Deposition concluded at 11:53 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Emly S. Bergren, a Certified Court
Reporter within and for the State of M ssouri and the
State of Kansas, do hereby certify that the w tness
whose testinony appears in the foregoing deposition
was duly sworn by ne; that the testinony of said
W tness was taken by ne to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny direction;
that | am neither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in which
this deposition was taken, and further that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any attorney or counsel
enpl oyed by the parties thereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of the action.

Emly S. Bergren
RPR, CRR, MO CCR #1353, KS CCR #1686
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Lexitas Legal M dwest
1608 Locust Street
Kansas City, M ssouri 64108
Phone 816.221.1160 * Fax 816.221. 1151

August 18, 2025

Ti nothy D. Krieger

STI NSON LLP

7700 Forsyth Boul evard
Suite 1100

St. Louis, Mssouri 63105
314. 863. 0800

In Re: SIMPSON STRONG TI E COMPANY, | NC. vs.
COLUMBI A | NSURANCE COMPANY

Dear M. Tinothy D. Krieger:

Pl ease find encl osed your copy of the deposition of
CHRI STOPHER HORW TZ t aken on August 7, 2025, in the
above-referenced case. Also enclosed is the original
signature page and errata sheet.

Pl ease have the witness read your copy of the
transcript, indicate any changes and/or corrections
desired on the errata sheet, and sign the signature
page before a notary public.

Pl ease return the errata sheet and notarized signature
page to Erick C. Howard for filing prior to trial

dat e.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Si ncerely,

Emily S. Bergren, RPR, CRR, MO CCR #1353
Encl osur es
CcC: Erick C. Howard
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STATE OF

|

COUNTY OF )
I, CHRI STOPHER HORW TZ, do hereby certify:

That | have read the foregoing deposition;

That | have nmade such changes in form and/ or
substance to the within deposition as m ght be
necessary to render the sanme true and correct;

That havi ng made such changes thereon, | hereby
subscribe ny nane to the deposition.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

CHRI STOPHER HORW TZ

Executed this day of

2025, at

Not ary Publi c:

My Conmi ssi on Expires:
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W TNESS ERRATA SHEET
Wt ness Nane: CHRI STOPHER HORW TZ

Case Nane: SI MPSON STRONG- TI E COVPANY, | NC. vs.
COLUMBI A | NSURANCE COVPANY

Dat e Taken: AUGUST 7, 2025

Shoul d Read:

Reason for Change:

Shoul d Read:

Reason for Change:

Shoul d Read:

Reason for Change:

Wt ness Signature:
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