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PROCEEDI NGS

THE OFFI CER: Good norning. M nanme is
Lauren Craig. |I'mthe reporter assigned by Veritext to
take the record of this proceeding. W are now on the
record at 9:59 a.m

This is the deposition of Sam Hensen,
taken in the matter of Sinpson Strong-Ti e Conpany,
| ncorporated vs. Col unbia I nsurance Conpany on Septenber
16, 2025, at 425 Market Street, 11th floor, San
Franci sco, California.

I am a notary authorized to take
acknowl edgenents and adni ni ster oaths in California.

Addi tionally, absent an objection on the
record before the witness is sworn, all parties and the
wi t ness understand and agree that any certified
transcri pt produced fromthe recording of this
proceedi ng:

- is intended for all uses permtted
under applicabl e procedural and
evidentiary rules and laws in the sane
manner as a deposition recorded by
st enogr aphi ¢ neans; and

- shall constitute witten stipulation

of such.
At this time, will everyone in attendance
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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pl ease identify yourself for the record, starting with
t he taking attorney.
MR. EIDSON: Scott Eidson on behal f of
t he patent owner, Colunbia |Insurance Conpany, fromthe
Stinson Law Firm
MS5. HOLOUBEK: M chel |l e Hol oubek,
representing Petitioner Sinpson Strong-Tie, from Sterne
Kessl er CGol dstein & Fox.
THE OFFI CER. Thank you. Hearing no
objection, | wll swear in the wtness.
Pl ease rai se your hand.
VWHEREUPOQN,
SAM HENSEN,
call ed as a witness and having been first duly sworn to
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
THE OFFI CER: Thank you.
You may proceed.
MR. EI DSON: Thank you.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR El DSON:
Q Good norning, M. Hensen. How are you?
A Good norning. Doing well.
Q We've done this a few tinmes before. So |

assunme that | don't need to go over the basics of the

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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deposition and how this is going to go today. |Is that
fair?

A That's fair.

Q Okay. Only remi nder | want to give you is
that if we've got a question pending, that we answer the
gquestion before we take any breaks. Does that sound
fair?

A That does.

Q Ckay. And we'll go at your pace today. |If
you do need a break, just let ne know, all right?

A Sounds good.

Q Al right. And then do you have any
medi cation that would affect your ability to testify or
are you on any nedication that would affect your ability
to testify truthfully or accurately today?

A ' m not.

Q Okay. And do you have any nedical conditions
that would affect your ability to testify truthfully or
accurately today?

A | do not.

Q Very good. Last time we chatted was March or
April 2025. Do you recall that?

A | do.

Q Okay. And during that deposition, we went

over your training, certifications, your job title.

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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Have there been any changes since that |ast deposition

to any certifications you may have had, training, job

titles?

A No, there have not.

Q Ckay. No change in responsibilities since
t hen?

A No.

Q And you understand that you are here today

based on a declaration that you prepared in the 339
patent PGR; correct?
A Correct.
Q And |I'Il hand you a copy of that declaration.
Your declaration is Exhibit 1047.
(Exhibit 1047 was narked for
i dentification.)
You recognize this as the declaration you
prepared for this proceeding; correct?
A Yes, | do.
Q That's your signature on the |ast page; right?
A Yes, that's correct.
Q How long did it take you to prepare this
decl arati on?
A Over the course of a couple weeks, probably 10
or 12 hours.

Q Did you prepare the entirety of the

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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decl aration?

A | did not.

Q Who el se worked with you to prepare the
decl aration?

A Legal Counsel.

Q And who was that?

A | don't recall specifically who the nanes
wer e.

Q Sonebody at the Shartsis firmor the Sterne
Counsel firn®

A The Shartsis firm

Q Was there nore than one attorney that worked
with you to prepare this declaration?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q And | assunme you reviewed the declaration and
certainly stand by all the statenents in this
decl aration; correct?

A Correct.

Q Par agraph -- review your declaration. So if
you recall -- and ny questions are about paragraph 3.
And we're just going to kind of wal k through your
decl aration today, M. Hensen, in an orderly fashion.
So if you need sone time to review the contents before |
ask a question, let nme know, okay?

A Okay.

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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Q You recall that in prior proceedings in the
510 litigation, you' ve been designated as a corporate
representative for a variety of topics in that
litigation; correct?

A That's correct.

Q Al right. And that requires you to do sone
i nvestigation and prepare for those topics; correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q You were al so designated as an in-house
expert, so to speak, under Rule 26. And that would be
in the 510 litigation; correct?

A That's correct.

Q And you provided certain expert testinony on
certain topics based on a disclosure that you prepared
in that litigation; correct?

A Yes, | believe so.

Q Okay. And in paragraph 3 here, it says you
have had occasion to investigate further through review
of docunents and comruni cations with other former and
current Sinpson enployees many of the issues relevant to
both that action and this proceeding. Do you see that

at the end of paragraph 3?

A | do see that.
Q Ckay. Then you say that your conmuni cations
that you had -- you revi ewed docunents and
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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conmuni cations with other former and current Sinpson
enpl oyees.

So ny question is going to be about that;
okay? And when you say you revi ewed docunents and

communi cations, did you review enmails?

A | don't recall.

Q When you revi ewed conmuni cati ons, what did you
revi ew?

A I think they were verbal communicati ons.

Q So you had additional verbal communications

after your last testinony with Sinpson enpl oyees that
further hel ped your understanding as it pertains to this
mat ter?

A No, | wouldn't say that. | would say
clarification of understanding.

Q Okay. So whenever you say in paragraph 3 that
you revi ewed of documents and comrunications, is it fair
to say that you didn't review any additional docunents
and conmmuni cations? It was just verbal conversations
w th Sinpson enpl oyees?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: No, | don't think | stated
that either. Your original question was: did | review
emai | s of communi cations with forner enpl oyees and

exi sting enpl oyees?

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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And what | state here is that | revi ewed
docunents and comruni cations. And so review ng the
docunments of patents and our products are what | did to
help further wite this declaration.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So you reviewed docunents of patents in your
products. Any other docunents you recall reviewing in
order to help you formul ate your opinions that you have
in this declaration?

A | think they're stated in this declaration.

Q So all the docunents you reviewed are
identified in this declaration?

A To the best of ny know edge, yes.

Q Not hi ng el se?

A Not that | recall.

Q Okay. And |ikew se, the conmmunications that
you had, are they all identified in this declaration?

A To the best --

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: To the best of ny
know edge.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q No ot her commruni cations that you had that bear

on your opinions?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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THE W TNESS: Not that | recall.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q You said -- and then you said you reviewed
docunments and communi cations with other former and
current Sinpson enpl oyees.

What conversations did you have with fornmer
Si mpson enpl oyees, if any, to help reach the concl usions

that you have in this declaration?

A G ve nme a second here.
Q Sure.
A | think I may have had conversations with Tom

Evans regarding the DU hangers prior to ny becom ng the
vice president of connectors and | ateral systens, just
for a better understanding of sonme of the -- the dates
and so forth.

Q Who el se did you have a conversation with?

A Current enployees. | spoke wth Randy
Shackel ford on the I BC and the tinelines of the |IBC and
when t hose codes were adopted.

Q Ckay. \Who el se?

A | don't recall.

Q Nobody el se you recall other than M. Evans

and M. Shackel ford?

A No, not that | can recall
Q Ot her than -- so -- and they're both current
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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Si mpson enpl oyees; correct?

A No, that's incorrect.

Q M. Shackel ford is not?

A No. M. Evans is retired and has been for
sonme tine.

Q That's right. M. Shackelford is a current
enpl oyee; correct?

A He is.

Q Is there any other person that you spoke with
regardi ng the substance of what is in your declaration?

A Legal counsel.

Q Anybody el se?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q You say you spoke with M. Evans regarding the
DU hanger. \When did you talk to hinf

A Sonetime before witing this declaration.

You don't recall the date?

A | don't recall the date.

Q And when did you speak with M. Shackel ford?

A Shortly after talking to M. Evans.

Q Do you know a specific date?

A | don't.

Q Look at paragraph nunber 5. Paragraph 5 and

t hen paragraph 6 discuss the International Building

Code.

Do you see that?

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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A | do.
Q And your understandi ng of the International
Bui | di ng Code not being controlling and when it was
first introduced, is that sonmething that you gl eaned
from M. Shackel ford?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | think | devel oped a
better understanding of -- of that during that tine.
BY MR El DSON:

Q During the tinme you had a conversation wth

M . Shackel ford?

A That's correct.

Q And what did M. Shackelford tell you about
t he 1 BC?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Hearsay.

THE W TNESS: We tal ked about the timng
of the IBC, when it was first introduced, and a little
bit nore about type three and type five construction in
t hose nodel codes.

BY MR. El DSON:

Q And is what M. Shackelford conveyed to you
reflected in paragraphs 5 and 67

A | would say sonme of it. And it's ny own
understanding of it, reading the docunents as well.

Q Okay. Which portion of paragraph 5 is what

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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M . Shackel ford conveyed to you?

A | -- I would say that's ny understandi ng of
t he codes.

Q W t hout any input from M. Shackel ford?

A That's correct.

Q And what portion of paragraph 6 was what M.
Shackel ford conveyed to you?

A Alittle bit nore clarification on type three
and type five constructi on.

Q So is it the entirety of paragraph 6 then?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | would say that he
provi ded sone gui dance on paragraph 6.
BY MR. El DSON

Q And are you able to identify the substantive
gui dance that he provided that's reflected in paragraph
6?

A We tal ked about the different height and
occupancy | evels of type three and type five
construction and what the limtations were of type five
at the time and why the wood industry would want to go

to type three construction to conpete with steel and

concrete and, |like, a better understanding of that from
the tinmeline during that discussion.
Q And so that -- those were substantive points
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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that came from M. Shackel ford; correct?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: And ny readi ng of the
docunent ati on.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Was there anything that you learned from M.
Shackel ford that was not based on your reading of the
docunent ati on?

A | believe it was nore clarification.

Q And what did he help you clarify?

MS5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Asked and

answer ed.
THE WTNESS: | think | already stated

t hat .
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q You can answer again.

A | stated type three and type five construction
and the -- and occupancy | evels of those.

Q What wasn't clear about that for -- to you

bef ore you had your conversation with M. Shackel ford?
A The tim ng of when those occurred.
Q Just the tim ng?
A | believe so.
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
/1

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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BY MR. EI DSON:

Q VWhat was your answer, M. Hensen? | didn't
hear you.
A | believe so.

Q Let's |l ook at paragraph 7. You see that?

A | do.

Q Ckay. Paragraph 7 discusses WodWrks and the
Ameri can Wbod Council. M question is: did you
personally participate in any of the advocacy efforts
from WodWor ks?

A | did.

Q What efforts did you do or did you undertake
on behal f of WodWrks?

A Si npson Strong-Tie provided product know edge
training to engineers and architects and contractors,

t hose specifying in constructing buildings during the
| at e 2000s.

And we had representatives from WodWrks and
the Anmerican Whod Council participate in our product
know edge training courses with those attendees.

And so WodWor ks and Anmerican Wod Counci
were given specific times during our training to those
att endees where they could speak on behal f of WodWorks,
the wood industry, and advocate for taller structures

usi ng wood.

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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Q Okay. And so what part of the training did
you do?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | led the training, started
off the training, spoke about seism c and wi nd design of
the structures, and then handed that off to other people
training in the course.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q And were you | eading the training that
resulted in the advocacy to use wood and type three

constructi on?

A The training was sponsored and wholly put on
by Sinpson Strong-Tie with WodWrks and the APA -- or
|"msorry -- the American Whod Council as attending

speakers. And so | would say on behal f of Sinpson, yes.
Q Okay. So | guess nmy question is | want to
know what you did specifically to advocate for the
i ncrease of wood and type three construction.
A We hosted and paid for training for specifiers
to conme |earn from WodWrks and Anmerican Wod Counci
on how to use these new thoughts on type three
construction for wood.
Q And as part of that hosting and training, what
did you specifically do during any of that session?

A | coordinated and introduced the speakers to

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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provide the information to those attending.

Q Did you do anything el se?

A | thanked everybody for com ng and provided
theminformation for contacts if they had further
questi ons.

Q Did you provide any training yourself while
you were there?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | think |I've al ready
answer ed that question.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q What was the answer?

A | provided training on wind and seism c design
for structures.

Q Did you provide any training related to the
use of wooden type three construction?

A That training was provi ded by WhodWr ks and
Anmeri can Wbod Council as a part of our training overal
to the attendees.

Q And so then the answer to ny question would be
you did not provide any training for the use of wood and
type three construction during this event; correct?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
Cbj ection. M scharacterization.

THE W TNESS: Not ne specifically.

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com
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BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did you personally advocate for any
nodi fications to the IBCto allow taller wood structures
wi th higher occupancy | evel s?

A Did | personally? No.

Q Was that sonething that WodWor ks and Anmeri can
Wood Council were doi ng?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | think they were | eading
t hat cause and with Sinpson standi ng behind that cause
and supporting through providing avenues for themto
speak to specifiers and engineers. Yeah, | think we
wer e advocating that al ongside them
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Who specifically was doing the advocating for
nodi fications to the IBCto allow taller wood
structures?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | believe it was WodWrks
and Anerican Wod Council.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Who at Si npson was doi ng that?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Everybody in attendance for

t hose cl asses.

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Do you know of anybody at Sinpson that
was -- other than attending an event, was taking an
active role in the advocacy portion of seeking
nodi fications to the IBC to allow taller wood structures

wi th higher occupancy | evel s?

A Not that |'m aware of.
Q Did you make any efforts -- by "you,"” | nean
M. Hensen -- to | obby and work with nunicipalities to

adopt changes in the IBC related to the use of wood and
type three construction?

A | personally did not.

Q Who at Sinpson di d?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
BY MR, EI DSON:

Q I f anyone.

A | don't recall.

Q And how did you become aware of the | obbying
efforts to work with nunicipalities to adopt changes in
the IBC related to the use of wooden type three
construction in the -- building codes?

A Thr ough advertisenments done by WodWrks and
Ameri can Wod Council .

Q So through their literature?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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THE W TNESS: Online postings.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Soci al nedi a?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | don't know that soci al

media was really that |arge back then.
BY MR. El DSON:

Q So your know edge about the | obbying efforts
came fromeither their literature or online
advertisenents; is that fair to say?

A | believe so.

Q Are you aware of what nmunicipalities receive
| obbying efforts from Aneri can Wbod Council or
WoodWor ks?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: [|'m not aware.
BY MR. El DSON:

Q Do you know how many nunicipalities?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: Four courses that we were
providing with Sinpson together with Anmerican Wod
Counci|l and -- and WodWrks was all throughout the
sout heast.

That's where | was engi neeri ng manager

during the tine. So 14 of the southeastern states we

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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were providing those workshops to. And | assuned that
t hat was happening in jurisdictions all throughout those
ar eas.

During that tinme, | wasn't aware of what
was going on nationally. But | know that WodWrks has
a national focus.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And |'m tal ki ng about the |obbying efforts and
working with nmunicipalities, not just the presentation
of the workshops.

A Vell --

Q My question was: how many nunicipalities are
you aware of that receive |obbying efforts?

A Yeah, | obbying efforts are al so done through
training. And so, you know, while WodWrks is there
doing training, they're also talking to nunicipalities.
So it could have been thousands. | have no idea.

Q So what's the difference between | obbying and
education?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: There's a big difference.
But they usually go hand in hand. |If they're there
doing training for those jurisdictions where the
specifiers are being trained, then they're also taking

time out and going to the building officials and doi ng

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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| obbyi ng and so forth.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And so ny question then is about the | obbying
part.

A Ckay.

Q How many nunicipalities receive | obbying

efforts on behalf of Anmerican Wod Council and

WoodWor ks?
A | have no i dea.
Q Par agraph 7, you say "Advocate" -- excuse
me -- "Educating and encouraging those in the industry,

i ncluding architects, structural engineers, contractors,
devel opers regardi ng use of wood and type three

construction, do workshops and seni nars throughout the

United States.” Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q Okay. And those workshops and sem nars were

some of the efforts that you were referring to that
Si npson hosted; correct?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. And who specifically in the
i ndustry -- | see you've got sone general categories of
architectural, structural engineers, contractors, and
devel opers.

Do you recall anybody specific that received
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t hese education efforts regarding the use of type three
construction?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | don't recall the nanes.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Page 78.

A Ckay. | see that.

Q Who received the inquiry from M. Shepard?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
Foundati on.

THE W TNESS: | did.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q You did? So M. Shepard reached out to you in
20097

A That's correct.

Q And what did he say?

A That they were devel oping a nethod for
installing floor trusses using top cord bearing nethods
on top of walls to fire-rated assenbli es.

And in many cases, those floor trusses
term nated at structural beans or structural nenbers.
And they needed a product in our solutions, our catalog,
that didn't fit their need exactly and that he was
asking us to provide a product that can neet that need.

Q So then the understandi ng about the
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construction met hod Shephard Crane and Associ at es was
using in early nultifamly wood frane construction, that
cane directly fromyour conversations with M. Shepard?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Can you restate that
guestion?
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Sure. In your declaration, you say Shephard
Crane & Associates was utilizing a construction nethod
inearly multifam |y wood frame construction. Then you
went on to describe it. Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. Your understanding of that nethod of
construction that Shephard Crane & Associ ates was
utilizing cane from your conversation with M. Shepard.
s that fair to say?

A For that specific application that he was
designing of a floor truss, yes.

Q Have you spoken with M. Shepard since your
conversation in 2009?

A Of course. We provided the product for him
after that tinme and so had several conversations with
hi m about the product during that tine.

Q VWhen's the last time you spoke with M.
Shepar d?
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A Probably in 2017. | was contacted by Mark
regardi ng mass tinmber construction in high seismc areas
where he had been designing mass tinber construction on
t he east coast and wanted to do it on the west coast and
wanted to know ny understandi ng of earthquake
performance with mass tinmber construction.

Q You cite sonme docunents in this paragraph,

Exhi bit 1078, Exhibit 1031. Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Did you read Exhibit 1078, which is the 341
pat ent ?

A | took a look at -- a cursory overview of it.

Q So you didn't study the clains?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | did not go into detail on
t he cl ai ns.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did you read the specification or did you just

ki nd of | ook at the pictures?
M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | read the docunent, not in
its entirety, and -- and reviewed the -- the imges in
t he docunent. Yes.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Okay. How long did you spend review ng that?
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A Twenty, thirty m nutes.

Q And then how did you reach the determ nation
t hat the method described in Exhibit 1078, which is the
341 patent is shown on page 6, option B of Exhibit 10317

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: Fromthe diagrans that are
listed in the docunent.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q So you just conpared the pictures?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Conpared the pictures to
what? | don't understand your question.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Well, you said you | ooked at the diagrans. So
tell me about your analytical process where you made the
determ nation that the method in the 341 patent that you
see in option B in Exhibit 1031.

A The docunent clearly shows the fram ng
technique of installing top cord bearing trusses on top
of wall so that the drywall can be installed because the
bottom quarter of the truss is left short to allow for
drywall to be split up

Q So -- and you namde that determ nation by
| ooking at the pictures; is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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THE WTNESS: | believe so.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Have you ever constructed a wall assenbly with

a truss as depicted in Exhibit 10317

A I have not specifically.
Q Have you ever seen that particul ar wall
assenbly out in the field being utilized for

construction purposes?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: | have.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Wher e?
A I n Houst on.
Q When?
A 2013.
Q And what was the job?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: That was over a dozen years
ago. | don't recall the nanme of the job.

BY MR. EI DSON:

What was being built? Do you know?
A multi-story wood frane buil ding.
Was it residential; was it m xed use?

Apart nents.

o » O » O

Who was the buil der?
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A | don't recall.
Q What ' d you see?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: The fram ng that M.
Shepard had desi gned and the use of our connector
attaching it to a beam
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Was it a project that M. Shepard was worKking
on?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: O course.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And what you saw there was your nodified HUTF
hanger. 1Is that what -- the hanger you're referring to?

A That's correct.

Q And why did M. Shepard, if at all, articulate
to you why specifically he needed a hanger when he was
using a different nmethod, using a top board on a truss?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q To hang the truss?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: There are a lot of interior
applications that are | oad bearing. And they term nated

on a beam
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And i nstead of dropping the beam down to
support the trusses, they were in line with the trusses.
And he needed a connector to attach those together.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Ckay. That's sonething that he told you

verbal ly?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And your understanding of these cane
fromyour conversations with him |Is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: That is correct.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Let's |l ook at paragraph 20. |In paragraph 20,
you say, anong other things, that Sinmpson began to
receive inquiries fromcustoners for a hanger
specifically designed for use in two-hour fire resistant
wood frane wall assenblies. Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. Did you receive any of those inquiries
from custoners?

A | don't recall.

Q So just sitting here today, you can't recal
whet her you personally received any of those specific
customer inquiries; is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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THE WTNESS: | don't recall if |
specifically was given an inquiry on that or if that was
my teamthat | was nmanagi ng.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Who at Sinpson received the inquiries from
custoners for hangers specifically designed for use in a
two-hour fire resistant frane wall assenbly?

A | don't recall specifically.

Q Well, how do you know that Sinpson began to
receive inquiries fromcustoners for a hanger
specifically designed for use in two-hour fire resistant
wood franme wall assenblies?

A Because Sinpson representatives made it aware
that we were receiving those inquiries. Your question
is specifically who those people were. And | don't
recal | .

Q So inquiries cane to certain personnel at
Simpson. And you were nade aware of those inquiries by
certain Sinpson personnel that you can't renmenber the
nanes of. Is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: O possibly even nysel f.
This was a dozen years ago.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So as you sit here today, can you nane any one
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person at Sinpson, yourself included, who received an
inquiry froma custonmer for a hanger specifically
designed for use in two-hour fire resistant wood frame
wal | assenblies?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | don't have the nanmes in
front of nme, and | don't recall.
BY MR EI DSON:

Q So that -- what is your statenent, that
Si npson began to receive inquiries fromcustoners for a
hanger, specifically designed for use in two-hour fire
resi stant wood franme wall assenblies, based on?

A Recol | ecti on.

Q I"masking -- | just -- | want to know what
it's based on. Does that nake sense?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Yeah, | can restate ny question if you -- if
it didn't nmake sense. Did you understand ny questi on,
M . Hensen?

A Yeah, why don't you restate it?

Q Sure. Your statenment in your declaration that
Si npson began to receive inquiries fromcustoners for a
hanger specifically designed for use in two-hour fire

resi stant wood frane wall assenblies, you see that
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statenent there?

A | do see that.

Q What is that based on?

A | believe previous testinony has already
provi ded informati on on sales reps and Sinpson personnel
that were receiving inquiries for Sinpson to provide a
connector of this sort. And | just can't recall those
nanes.

Q Previous testinmony from who?

A From nysel f.

Q So it's based on your recollection that
previously you have testified that you received those
inquiries fromcertain sales reps but you just can't
remenber who those people are today. |Is that fair?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: What |I'mstating is that we
received inquiries, and I can't recall who those nanes
were. You're going to want to know specifically the
names, and | can't recall who those nanes were.
BY MR EI DSON:

Q Is it fair to say that your know edge about
Si npson receiving those inquiries came from ot her

Si npson personnel in the field?

A Some of it could have been.
Q You' re just not sure?
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: Like | stated, | don't
recall nanes.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Are you famliar with the nanes of any of
t hose custoners that made those inquiries from Sinpson?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | can't recall.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Let's | ook at paragraph 22. Are you there?
A Yes.
Q Very good. It says "Sinpson started
devel oping the DU at the request of custoners.” And
then it goes on. Do you see that first sentence?
A | do see that.
Q Okay. \Which custoners nade the request?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | don't recall
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Did you personally receive any of the requests
from custoners?
A It is possible, but I don't recall.
Q Do you know who at Sinpson woul d have received
t he request of custoners?

A Fi el d sal es.
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Q And do you know anybody's nanme on the field
sal es team that woul d have received the request?

A Not that | recall.

Q So your understandi ng about Sinpson starting
to devel op the DU at the request of custonmers cane from

the people in the field who told you that customers were

maki ng the request for the product. |Is that fair to
say?

A Well, as | stated, | may have received calls
myself. But | can't recall the nanes.

Q Well, can you recall whether you received any
call?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | believe that | may have
as the engineering manager, but | don't recall the
names.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So if I ask you who made the call, you won't
know?

A | think I just stated that.

Q And it says that the custonmers were requesting

a product that could attach floor joists to a two-hour

fire resistant wood frame wall. Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q You understand that to be the substance of
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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what the custonmers were requesting; correct?

A | believe that's what | stated.

Q And your understandi ng of what the specific
request was fromthe custoners canme fromyour field

sales teant is that correct?

A In addition to field sales team it could have
been our engineering team It could have been our
inside sales team It could have been any nunber of

Si npson representatives.

Q And do you know specifically who it woul d have
been?

A | can't recall.

Q It's fair to say that your understandi ng of

t he substance of the request from custoners cones from
ei ther engineering field sales or sone other person on
t he Sinpson teanf

A Well, like | stated, that could have been
requested by custoners directly to nme. But | don't
recal | nanes.

Q And | think | asked this already, M. Hensen.
|"msorry. Do you recall whether any custoners actually
did request directly of you; yes or no?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: As the engi neering nmanager,

it's possible. | just don't recall.
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BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Let's | ook at paragraphs 30 and 31. Let ne
know when you're ready.

A Okay. |'m ready.

Q Very good. Looking at paragraph 30, it
says -- paraphrasing of course -- that Sinpson had
i ndi cations that the change in sequence that the DU
hanger required woul d be acceptable to custonmers. Do
you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Ckay. And what were those indications?

A We state in -- or | state in paragraph 31 that
we conducted field tests and asked partici pants about
their preference for hanger to be installed before or
after the drywall.

Q So the indications are the results of the
field test?

A They were not just field tests. But also we
had them conme into our |aboratory and install them as
wel | .

Q Anyt hing el se?

A | believe that's it.

Who canme into your |ab?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | don't recall specific
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names. This was sonething that Tom Evans was | eadi ng as
t he product manager, but there were installers of
products for construction.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So you weren't in the | ab when people were
comng into the lab to do the test installations?

A That was not --

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | was not.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So what you | earned about people comng into
the lab to do the test installations was sonething you
heard from M. Evans; is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | believe so.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Okay. And then let's talk about the field
tests that are referenced in paragraph 31. D d you
conduct the field tests?

A | did not.

Q Who did?

A M. Evans.

Q So what you | earned about the field tests is
sonething -- is based on what M. Evans told you; is

that fair to say?
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A In his docunentation and reports of the field
testing, yes.

Q Sone conversations with M. Evans, it's from
docunentation and fromreports; is that right?

A And conversations. Yes.

Q What was the field test?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: That they had concept parts
that were installed by the contractors in the field.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And what was being tested?

A They were testing the installation of the
pre-rocking method on the top portion of the wall and
then installing the hanger on it and ease of
installation for acceptance of the floor trusses.

Q And what conponent parts were being tested?

A The DU styl e hangers.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A The DUTF styl e hangers.

Q The DU series. |Is that fair to say?

A That's fair to say.

Q And | apologize if | already asked this. M.
Hensen, did you see any of these field tests?

A | did not.

Q And you did not participate in any of the
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field tests; correct?
A That's correct.
Q How were the preferences for the installation
met hod neasur ed?
M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Through questi ons and
answers docunented in the report by M. Evans.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did the people in the field receive a survey
to fill out?

A There was a questionnaire.

Q That was given to the people in the field?

A To the best of ny understandi ng, yes.
Q What was on the questionnaire?
A Their preference of installing the pre-rock

and then the DU hangers afterwards.

Q How many questi ons were on the questionnaire?
A | don't recall.

Q Do you recall how the questions were worded?
A | do not.

Q How were the answers and the questions

t abul at ed such that you could determnm ne whet her soneone
preferred one particular installation nmethod versus
anot her ?

A | -- | don't recall the tabul ati on net hod that
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was used. | know that half of the -- the people
were going through the field testing |liked the
pre-rocking nmethod and half didn't.

Q And was it an even 50/50 split?

A | don't recall.

Q VWhat was the sanple size?

A | don't recall.

Q Okay. Do you know what a sanple size

A The nunber of sanples in a given test.

Q So yeah, the nunber of people that fil
t he questionnaire?

A Correct.

Q Okay. How many? Do you know?

A | don't.

Q Who participated in the questionnaire?

A M. Evans, sone of the field support,
at t endees.

Q Who were the attendees?

A | don't recall.

Q What instructions did the attendees --
attendees were the people doing the test instal

is that fair to say?
A That's correct.
Q Ckay. \What instructions did the atten

before doing the installation and conpleting the
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guestionnaire?

A They were given drawi ngs of the installation
nmet hods and the products.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.

Q And how do you know they were given draw ngs
of the installation nmethod and the products?

A Because they were provided that information so
that they woul d understand what the manufacturer's
installati ons nethods were going to be for that product
so that they could install them Wth any of our
products, we provide installation instructions.

Q Yeah. M question was how do you know t hat
t hose attendees were given those instructions?

A Because that was part of the report and
conveyance to nme by Tom Evans.

Q Were any of the responses on the
questionnaires illegible?

A Not that | recall.

Q So you were able to easily tabul ate al
responses i nto one bucket or another?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: As far as | know, yeah.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did you ask M. Evans that question?
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A Not that | recall.
Q So you're just assuming that that's the case?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: |'mnot assumng. | would
have been told if they were eligible.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Who prepared the questionnaire?
A M. Evans.
How many sites did you conduct the field test
on?
A | don't recall.
How many tinmes did people conme into the | ab?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q To do the preference test?
A | don't recall.
Q You say the results certainly did not indicate

w despread di sapproval of the nethod of installing the
DU type product. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Were there any questions on the survey to test
that assertion in your declaration?

A Not that | recall.

Q Okay. Let's |ook at paragraph 41.

A Okay.
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Q Do you see the second full sentence:
"Nevertheless, it is nmy general understandi ng based on
conmuni cations directly with customers and comuni cati ng
with other Sinpson enployees that communi cated directly
with custoners that the FWH has been commercially
successful"? Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q And the sentence goes on. All right. | want
to break this down and ask you questi ons about each
parts of that sentence, which is kind of |long there.

Whi ch conmmuni cations directly with custoners have you
had regardi ng the substance of paragraph 41?

A Again, I'mnot going to be able to tell you
names. But | did conmunicate with our custoners at
Bui | ders FirstSource and at other distributors that they
had seen the MYTECH product in the field and al so at
ot her distributors.

Q So Builders FirstSource. Anybody el se that
you can identify that you comruni cated directly about
the commercial success of MYTECH FWH?

A VWi t e Cap.

What did you say?

A Wi t e Cap.
Q VWite Cap?
A Uh- huh.
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Q Who el se?

A | can't recall.

Q Who did you comrunicate with at White Cap?

A | don't recall their nanes.

Q And you couldn't recall the name of anybody at

Bui | ders FirstSource; correct?
A That's right.
Q And what did Builders FirstSource tell you
about the comrercial success of the MYTECH FWH pr oduct ?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Hearsay.
THE W TNESS: That they were seeing the
FWH products and at other conpetitors of theirs that
were distributors of building material products and were
| ooking for us to provide a product that was avail abl e
as wel | .
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Avail able with simlar characteristics?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
Obj ection. Hearsay.
THE W TNESS: Avail able that could be
installed prior to the drywall.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q And was that the same conversation you had
with Wiite Cap?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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THE WTNESS: | believe so.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Do you recall when those conversations
occurred?
A | don't know the exact tineline.
Q You al so nentioned that you comrunicated with

ot her Sinpson enpl oyees that communi cated directly with
customers. Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q Okay. And which enpl oyees did you conmuni cate
wi th about their custonmer comrunications?
A | believe in previous testinony we provided
information and emails and so forth that clearly |ist
t he nanmes of those enployees that | spoke with. And |
can't recall those nanes right off the top of my head.
Q Okay. And are you aware of which custonmers
t hose enpl oyees communicated with directly?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Sone of the same custoners
that | just nentioned previously.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Anyone el se you can recall?
A Not currently.
Q Let's ook at kind of toward the end of the

sentence. There's the clause that says "Includi ng due

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © O N O o0 A W N R O

Page 48

to the small size of the slot needed to fit the drywall

around the FWH hanger." Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q Okay. VWhich custonmers specifically nmentioned

the small size of the slot needed?

A | don't recall specifically.

Q Was that nentioned directly to you or to
anot her nenber of the Sinpson teanf

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: To ot her nenbers of the
Si npson team
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And then the custonmer comment about small size
of the slot needed to fit the drywall around the
firewal | hanger, that came from conversations then that
you had with other nmenbers of the Sinpson teanf

A | believe so.

Q And who?

A | believe they were people that we had
previously nentioned in ny testinony: Kent Fairchild and
sone ot her Sinpson representatives.

Q Ckay. Do you know what it nmeans to be novel
under patent law, M. Hensen?

A Vell, I"mnot a patent |lawyer. But | believe

novel nmeans that it's never been done before.
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Q And here you say you don't believe there was

anyt hi ng novel .

A Where are you?

Q |'"'mat the end of paragraph 41.

A Ckay.

Q "I do not believe there's anything innovative

or novel in the nmethod of installing the drywall after
installing the hanger and other fram ng." Do you see
t hat ?
A | do see that.
Q Okay. And what analysis did you performto
confirmthis belief?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: There's only two ways to
install drywall: either before the hanger has been
installed or after the hanger has been install ed.
There's really no other way to do that.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q And when you say there you didn't believe
t here was anything innovative or novel about the nethod,

are you referring to a specific claimin the MYTECH 339

pat ent ?

A I"mnot referring to a specific claimin the
pat ent .

Q So you didn't analyze the clainms to nake that

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © O N O o0 A W N R O

Page 50

conclusion? |Is that fair to say?

A I would say that ny understandi ng of patent
339 is broad and -- and not specific.

Q Par agraph 43, take a | ook at that.

A Ckay.

Q It reiterates a | ot of what we've discussed in
par agraph 41 regardi ng communi cati ons with custoners,
that the FWH was wel | received because of how you could
install it, and the sinple slot on the drywall. Do you
see that?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. Is it fair to say that the questions |
asked you pertaining to your simlar testinony in
paragraph 41 and the answers you gave woul d be equally
applicable to this identical direct testinony in
par agraph 437

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: And are you referencing
specifically know ng names of custoners?

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Yes. Which custonmer? | nean, the questions
woul d be the sanme. |'m happy to run through them again
if you want. |Is that easier?
A My -- ny testinony would be simlar.
Q And so just to make sure we're on the sanme
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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page, you know, which custoners comruni cated to you that
they preferred installation of the drywall via a sinple
slot in the drywall?

MS. HOLOUBEK: CObjection --

THE WTNESS: It would be simlar to ny
testinony in 41.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q You' re referring to the sanme set of factual
circunmstances there? |Is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | believe so.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So then if | asked you to know specifics on
custonmers and who conmmuni cated with who, your answers
woul d all be the same; is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | believe so.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And |ikew se, in paragraph 43, you again say
"l do not believe that that there was anything
i nnovative or novel about the method of installing
drywall." And for that conclusion, did you perform any
anal ysis of the 339 clains to reach that concl usion?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Just ny under st andi ng
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broadly of 339 and the fact that there's only really two
ways to install drywall.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q But it's not based on any sort of technical
analysis of the clains -- is that fair to say?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: To the best of ny

know edge.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Well, did you perform any such anal ysis?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | did not.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Let's |l ook at paragraph 55.

A Okay.

Q In the m ddl e paragraph, you say "I recal
hearing that when the DU hangers and the FWH hangers
were first on the market, building inspectors and
certain nunicipalities expressed a preference for the

fact that the FWH hangers that had a fire rating and the

DU hangers did not." Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q And who did you hear that fronf
A Tom Evans, the product manager.
Q Did you hear it directly fromany of the
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muni ci palities?

MS. HOLOUBEK

THE W TNESS:

product manager.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did you hear

bui | di ng i nspectors?

A | did not.

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So when you say you recall hearing that, you
mean you recall hearing it from M. Evans; is that fair
to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: M. Evans and ot her Sinpson
field support.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Who?

A Kent Fairchild, Kevin Dill, and other Sinpson
enpl oyees that | don't recall off the top of ny head.

Q So your under st andi

conversations with those gentl enen.

say?
MS. HOLOUBEK
THE W TNESS:

it directly fromany of the

Page 53

Obj ection. Form

No, that came through the

ng cones from your
Is that fair to
Cbj ection. Form

Yeah.
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BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Okay. |I'mgoing to junp around. Are you
still doing okay? Want a break?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Yeah.

El DSON: M chel | e?

El DSON: Yeah.

» 3 B D

MR. EIDSON: Works for ne.

THE W TNESS: Sounds good.

THE OFFI CER: It is 11:18 a.m
record.

(O f the record.)

THE OFFICER. It is 11:28 a. m
back on the record.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q M. Hensen, |ooking back at your decl

we're going to kind of skip to the front.

A Okay.

Q And then we're going to | ook at paragraph 8.

Do you see that?

A | do see that.
Q Okay. In paragraph 8, you talk about a number
of code changes. |Is this sonething that you analyzed to

det erm ne what these changes in the code were?

HOL OUBEK: Can we do a break?

HOL OUBEK: How about ten m nutes?

Page 54

We're off

We're

aration,
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MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: It was discussions with our
code manager Randy Shackel f ord.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So these are changes in the code that were
communi cated to you by M. Shackelford; is that fair to
say?

A That's correct.

Q And so then one of the changes was the size of
al | owabl e penetrations in the drywall and pernmtted use
of materials to achieve fire resistivity. Do you see
t hat ?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q On page 4, you see the clause | just read?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. And how did the size of allowable
penetrations and drywall change?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | don't recall the
speci fics of how they changed.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Is that something M. Shackel ford would know?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Specul ation.
THE W TNESS: Yes, he shared it with ne.
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| just don't recall the specifics.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did the size of allowable penetrations in
drywal| get larger or smaller with the code change?

A | believe they permtted for increased

penetrations.

Q And so that would be the number of

penetrations. But what about the size of allowable

penetrations?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: Because | believe that they

were allowed to be increased in the size of the
penetration as well.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q And if | asked you to quantify, so the
guantity of allowable penetrations and size, that would

be sonething that you wouldn't be able to do as you sit

here today? |Is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | don't recall the
speci fics.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q I n that paragraph, you say "The use of
two-1layer, five-inch -- two layers of five-eighths inch
drywall in the construction of two-hour fire resistant

Page 56
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walls -- had been around for sonme tinme." Do you see
t hat ?
A | do see that.
Q How | ong had it been around?
A | |1 ooked back into the 1998 buil ding code and

the 1995, and | had seen it there.

Q Anyt hi ng before 1995 that you recall?

A | didn't have access to earlier codes.

Q So the earliest you're aware of is 1995; is
t hat correct?

A To the best of ny know edge.

Q Paragraph 11. Can you see that?

A | see that.

Q Okay. \Who at Sinpson becane aware of
multifam |y building projects utilizing wood and type
three construction in the late 2000s and early 2010s?

A This was during the tinme that we were
co- hosting or hosting workshops with our custoners,
engi neers, architects, and installers.

And WoodWor ks and Anerican Wod Council were
teaching part of the coursework. And so during that

tinme is when | becanme aware of that.

Q Do you recall this first -- date of the first
wor kshop?
A | don't specifically. 1It's in the |ate 2000s.
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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Q And sone of the things in your declaration may

overlap or be a little cut. So I'mtrying to streamnline

that process if we've already tal ked about it. So --
A | appreciate that.
Q Don't m stake me for not being interested if

I"msilent for a m nute.

A | would never m stake you for being -- not
bei ng interested.

Q | appreciate that.

So paragraph 23.

A Okay.

Q You state in your opinion "The tinefrane based
on the product release would indicate MYTECH was
receiving simlar inquiries for a specifically designed
hanger for a two-hour fire resistant wood franme walls
around the sanme tinme that Sinpson was receiving such
inquiries.” Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Why do you say that?

A Because they were |l aunching their product at a
simlar tinmefrane that we were | aunchi ng our product.

Q Is it possible they could have received
inquiries earlier but just taken longer to develop their
product; right?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Speculation.
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THE W TNESS: | have no idea.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Okay. It could have taken | onger for MYTECH
to get managerial approval to do R&D; correct?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Speculation.
THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So when you say it's your opinion, the
timefranme would i ndicate MYTECH was receiving simlar
inquiries, that's just your guess based on the tim ng of
when you and MYTECH -- or when Sinpson and MYTECH cane
out with their respective products. |Is that fair to
say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: It's based on ny |ong
tenure in devel opi ng products over multiple decades and
under standing how long it takes to develop a product.
And the tinmeline here seens to fit with that. W were
bot h worki ng on sonething at the sanme tine.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Did you ever do product devel opnent outside of
Si npson Strong-Ti e?

A No.

Q You' ve never done product devel opnent at

MYTECH. That's fair to say; right?
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A No.

Q Let's | ook at paragraph 25.

A Okay.

Q You say "I was also to sone degree involved

and generally aware of the devel opnent process for the
DU series as the branch engi neering manager for the
sout heast branch based in MKinney, Texas." Do you see
t hat sentence?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. | want to break this down into parts
here. Setting aside your general awareness, what

i nvol venrent did you specifically have in devel opnent for

—
>
D
v
i i > C
(7]
(1)
-
D
2}
)
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5 Q And those were all inputs that you
6 communi cated to M. Evans?
7 A That's correct.
8 Q Were you in the lab actively testing the
9 product ?
10 A | was not.
11 Q Did you conme up with any of the concept
12 sketches for the product?
13 A | did not.
14 Q Did you nake any nodifications to sketches or
15 drawi ngs of the product?
16 MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
17 THE W TNESS: | did not.
18 BY MR. EI DSON:
19 Q Is it fair to say that the input that you gave
20 was related to the business case for the product versus
21 the technical capabilities of the product?
22 A
.. |
I
| .
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10 Q You conmuni cated that to the teanf
11 A | did.

12 Q Anyt hing el se?

13 A No.

14 Q You say in this paragraph "I have al so

15 communi cated with M. Evans about the devel opnent

16 process and have revi ewed docunmentation related to
17 research devel opnment and testing of various concepts
18 t hat Si npson was considering.” Do you see that?

19 A | do see that.

20 Q What communi cations did you have with M.
21 Evans about the devel opnment process?

22 1

.- |
I
H
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Q Okay. Anything el se?

A Not that | recall.

Q And before you had that conmunication with M.
Evans, did you know that about the devel opnment process?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: Did I know what about the
devel opnent process?
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q What you |l earned from M. Evans, the

communi cati on.

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: That this was the appealing
product. | don't understand your questi on.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Yeah, let me back up to ny question two to
three questions ago -- maybe was what did you learn from
your communi cations with M. Evans? You gave ne an
answer .

And my question essentially is: did you know
t hose things before you had a conversation with M.
Evans?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: Did | know those things
specifically about the product that he was devel opi ng

before M. Evans talked to ne?
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BY MR EI DSON:

Q Yes, sir.

A No 'cause | was not working on that project
specifically. He was and was providing information for
engi neers at Sinpson to nake recommendati ons on

Q You al so say in this paragraph that you
revi ewed docunentation related to research devel opnent
and testing of the various concepts. What docunentation
did you review on?

A Test reports fromthe | aboratory on the
performance of the products.

Q And did you do that in connection with
preparing your declaration in this 339 PGR?

A | did not go back and review those while | was
preparing this declaration. It was fromny original
revi ew of those docunents.

Q And when was that?

A At the tinme that this product was being

| aunched.
Q Ckay. So you | earned about the devel opnent
fromthose test reports as well. |Is that fair to say?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | would say so.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Okay. So real quick, make sure |I'm not
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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m ssing anything, just to address the objection, ']l
rephrase it.
Is it fair to say that you | earned about the
devel opnments fromthose test reports?
M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | |earned about the

devel opnment of the product through those test reports?
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Yes, sir.

A | | earned about the devel opnent of the product
t hrough the communi cation and i nformation that Tom Evans
replied, including test reports.

Q Let's | ook at paragraph 26. It says "The
Si mpson devel opnent team researched and consi dered
several different concepts for attaching a hanger to
support the floor systemto the fire resistant wall."
And then you list four concepts here. Do you see that?

A | do see that.

Q Okay. Were you part of the Sinpson
devel opment team that researched and consi dered these
concepts listed in paragraph 26?

A | was not.

Q Did you do anything to research, devel op, or
test any of the concepts |listed in paragraph 267

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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THE WTNESS: | was the engineering
manager i n MKinney, Texas at that time. This was in
Tom Evans's purview and the teamthat was working with
himdirectly.

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Okay. So ny question was: did you personally
do anything to research, develop, or test the four
concepts identified in paragraph 26?

A | did not.

Q And how did you | earn about these concepts
t hat were being researched?

Well, et me back up. How did you |earn about
t hese concepts that were being considered?

A Through the test reports that were provided.

Q And those reports were provided by M. Evans?

A That's correct.

Q Did any of the concepts call for the
penetration of the drywall with the installation of the
hanger ?

M5. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: Sone of the concepts
protruded into the space where the drywall was to be
installed, such as the L angle and the size of the
fasteners, the heads of the fasteners that were

supporting that L angle. And that would require some of
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the drywall to be notched or renoved in that area to be
i nstal | ed.
BY MR. El DSON:
Q How di d you get that understandi ng?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: From the draw ngs and
photos and the test report.
BY MR. El DSON:
Q Par agr aph 27.
A ay.
Q

Q
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13 BY MR. EI DSON:
14 Q You say you believe Sinpson could have
15 overcone these issues and devel oped a vi abl e sol ution
16 along the lines of this concept had it opted to devote
17 nore tinme and resources to it. Do you see that?
18 A | do see that.
19 Q Is there a particular solution that you're
20 referring to?
21 A I think that increasing the thickness of the
22 steel, adding enbossnents, or strengthening it by
23 rolling the edges of the steel would all be nultiple
24 ways that that product could have been successful.
25 Q I ncreasing the thickness of the steel, that
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adds costs; right?

A It can but marginal if you only go up a few
gauges.
Q How many gauges woul d you have to go up to

make t he product successful ?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
Specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Do you have any sort of specific enbodi nent of
a solution in m nd whenever you say you coul d have
devel oped a viable solution along the lines of this
concept ?

A Do | personally have?

Q Yes, sir.

A | think there could have been some enbossnents
or sonme bending of the steel to strengthen it in that
ar ea.

Q And your testinony is that sol ution,
enbossnent and bendi ng of the steel, would have made it
successful ?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
Obj ection. M scharacteri zati on.

THE W TNESS: Per haps.
I
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1 BY MR. EI DSON:

2 Q Do you know one way or another woul d

3 have -- whether it would have been successful ?

4 MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

5 THE WTNESS: | think it would have been
6 sonet hi ng that could have been tested and it should have
7 been wor ked on.

8 BY MR. EI DSON:

9 Q Do you agree with ne that during the

10 devel opnment process that cost was one of the primary
11 drivers for guiding Sinpson's product devel opnent;

12 ri ght?

13 A Cost is always a significant guidance when

14 Si mpson' s devel opi ng a product.
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BY MR. EI DSON:

15 Q We are in fact not going to be another 20
16 m nutes. Do you want to take a |unch break?

17 A Yeah, let's do that.

18 Q Ckay, cool.

19 THE OFFI CER: It is total 12:04 p.m

20 We're off the record.

21 (OFf the record.)
22 THE OFFI CER: lt's 12:35 p.m We' re back
23 on the record.

24 BY MR. EI DSON:

25 .
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Q Do you get manufacturing reports? Are you the
one that's in charge -- |let ne back up.
Are you in charge of review ng and approving
manuf acturi ng costs?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: During the time of ny
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tenure as vice president of connectors and | ateral
systenms, | was the one making the decisions on what
products we were going to nove forward based on nmargin
expectations. Yes.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Okay. So you reviewed all the cost data?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | was famliar with them
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q How were you famliar with thenf
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: They were shared in reports
to me.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Q So the cost data was given to you in reports?
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Cbjection. Form
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY MR. EI DSON:
Who generated the reports?
The head of manufacturing.
Who' s that?

During that time, Jacinta Pister.

o » O » O

Did you ever generate a cost report?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Not ne specifically, no.
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BY MR. El DSON:
Q Okay. Paragraph 33.

A Ckay.
Q You say "Multi-famly jobs were often very
| arge.” Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q What does very | arge nean?
A Often multiple buildings, tens of thousands,

potentially hundreds of thousands of square feet.
Q Ckay. You say "Sinpson understood that

mul tiple contractors, including framers and drywall ers,

were often on the job at the sane tine." Do you see
t hat ?
A | do see that.
Q And were you on the job site for multi-famly

jobs with nmultiple contractors, including franers and
drywallers -- were on the job site at the sanme tinme?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: During ny career at
Si npson?
BY MR El DSON:
Q For these nmulti-famly jobs that you're
referencing in paragraph 33.
A | have been on many nmultifam|ly jobs and have

seen nmultiple contractors there at the sane tine.
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Q So you say "Sinpson understood that nultiple
contractors" -- is -- that's your personal understanding
in that instance?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: No, | -- | think overal
Si npson, who was maki ng decision at the time to go with
t he DU hangers, nade the decision that nultiple
contractors were on the job. | would have clarified it,
that | understood, if it was just ne specifically.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Par agraph 34, you nentioned positive custoner

f eedback. VWhich feedback was that?

A | think | stated there that particularly the
| ow cost and the -- particularly the | ow cost.

Q No. It says "Particularly the | ow cost and
positive custoner feedback."” Do you see that?

A | do see that. | apol ogize.

Q So what is the -- that's okay. Wat is the

positive custoner feedback you referenced?

A The ease of installation.

Q And whi ch customer gave that feedback?
A | don't have the specifics.

Q How many custoners gave that feedback?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | wasn't a part of
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the -- the report that was provided. And | don't
recal | .
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q VWho did provide the report?

A As stated previously, it was M. Evans.

Q That's the sanme report you were referring to
earlier?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. Let's | ook at paragraph 35. You say
t hat sal es of the DU hanger have continued to increase
over time. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q So every year since its introduction the sales
of the DU hanger have increased; is that correct?

A To the best of ny know edge, yes.

Q Okay. How much has it increased on a
per cent age basis?

A | don't know.

Q And what docunments did you review to detern ne
that the sales of the DU hangers have increased since
its introduction?

A Annual sal es reports.

Q You say "Many custoners did seemto prefer a
hanger that could be installed according to the standard

sequence of conpleting all fram ng before installing

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
www.veritext.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N NN P P P PR PP PR
ag A W N P O © 0O N OO O~ W N B+, O

Page 88

drywall." Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q VWho were those custoners?
A | believe | already testified to those.
Q Okay. Not hing new?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. El DSON:
Q In the sentence above that, you say "Sone
multifamly custoners adopted the sequenci ng of

installing the DU hanger after installation of the

drywall." Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q VWhich multifam |y custonmers were those?
A | don't recall.
Q Do you know how many nmultifam |y custoners

adopted that sequence?

A Based on our sales, it's a |arge nunber.

Q Well, that's not necessarily a direct
one-to-one correlation; is it, M. Hensen?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

BY MR. El DSON:

Q One particular custonmer could just have a | ot
nore projects; right?

M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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THE WTNESS: |[It's possible but not
| i kely based on the size of our sales.
BY MR. El DSON:

Q Looki ng at paragraph 36, you nmentioned that
sone Sinpson custoners began to request a product that
could be installed before the drywall. Do you recal
whi ch custoners those were?

A | cannot .

Q How di d you gain the understanding that sone

Si npson custoners began to request that product?

A From Si npson field representati ves.
Q They told you -- they communi cated that to
you?
A That's correct.
Q Do you know whi ch representatives?
M5. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: | believe we've already
st at ed.

BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Par agraph 37, you nentioned overseeing the
devel opnent of a hanger specifically designed for

two-hour fire resistant walls that could be install ed

before the drywall. Do you see that?
A | do see that.
Q Is this the hanger that eventually becane the
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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DG product ?
A It is.
Q And what was your role in that devel opnent?
A | managed a -- Tom Evans, who was the specific

product manager. So | would review his business plan,
hi s devel opnment of those products, field testing of
t hose products, and the costs and -- and so forth.
Q Did you play any role in the devel opnent of
t he hanger that eventually resulted in the DG?
A | gave nmy thoughts on the design and
preferences to nultiple concepts that he was working on.
Q What thoughts did you give himon the design?
MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

Q Anyt hing el se?

A Not that |'m aware of.
Q And when you say you were nore closely
Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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involved in this process than you had been with the
devel opnent of the DU, how so?

A | was directly managi ng the teans, whereas
before I was an engi neering manager in the southeast
territory.

Q And so what does that nean from a
responsibility perspective?

A | did not manage themdirectly when | was in
the sout heast territory.

Q Okay. Let's look at paragraph 45. Your first
sentence says "I do not think there were any unexpected
results achieved by the construction nmethod clained in
the 339 patent.”

And then you say "There is nothing unexpected

about the hanger that is clainmed as part of the nethod

claimin the 339 patent.” And then it goes on. Do you
see that?

A | do see that.

Q What clainms did you anal yze when you reached

your determ nation that there was not hi ng unexpected
froma results perspective by the -- about the
construction nmethod claimto the 339 patent?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: You know, | don't know the

specifics of the claims that were used to conpare. What

Pohlman, A Veritext Company 877-421-0099
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| can tell you is that there's nothing unexpected with
the results of the hanger in that steel was used
vertically to support the -- the joist. And that is
done with al nost every floor joist hanger in history.

You have side flanges on a joist hanger
t hat supports the majority of the |load. And whether or
not those flanges touch or are separated, the
vertical ness of those flanges are -- are expected to
perform as resulted.

And the fact that these can be installed
before or after drywall, there's only two ways to hang
drywal | : before or after. So there's nothing there
that's unexpect ed.

BY MR. EI DSON:
Q So did you analyze any claimof the 339 patent
when reaching the concl usions that you've reached in

par agraph 45?

A Agai n, | have a broad understanding. |[|'ve
read the docunent. | don't know specifically what
clainms they -- they would be. M understandi ng of the

product itself is that it's not unexpected that it would
perform as stated.

Q So your statement here, if | was to nore
accurately frane it, would be, "I don't think there were

any unexpected results achieved by the product described
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in the 339 patent.” Is that fair to say?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: | nean, ultimately it's
clainmed in the patents. So whether it's described or
clainmed, | think either way is the sanme thing.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Ckay. Did you perform any analysis of any of
the clainms of the 339 patent to reach that conclusion in
the first sentence there?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE W TNESS: Not that | can recall.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q The second sentence: "There's nothing
unexpected about the hanger that is clained as part of
the method clainmed in the 339 patent.”

And then it goes on to the end of the
sentence. Did you analyze for that second sentence any
clainms of the 339 patent in reaching your conclusion?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: Not that | can recall
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q M. Hensen, whenever Sinpson was designing its
DG hanger, it had seen a copy of the MYTECH firewall
hanger; correct?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form
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Specul ati on.

THE W TNESS: The MYTECH hanger was
commercially available at the tinme. Yes.
BY MR El DSON:

Q And you had one of the physical MYTECH
firewall hangers in the lab while the DG was bei ng
devel oped; correct?

MS. HOLOUBEK: Objection. Form
THE WTNESS: We did have sonme of
the -- the product.
BY MR El DSON:

Q You di d side-by-side conparisons between the
DG and the FWH, correct?

A | believe so.

Q Par agraph 54, the | ast sentence, you say
"Mor eover, as described above, Sinpson took specific

steps to ensure that it was not infringing Colunbia's

exi sting patent or patent applications.” Do you see
t hat ?

A | do see that.

1

1 .

1

i1

1
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MR. EIDSON: Let's take a five-mnute
break. 1'mgoing to make a quick call unrelated to
this. And then |I may have one or two nore questions and
we shoul d be done.

MS. HOLOUBEK: Ckay.

MR. EIDSON: That work?

MS. HOLOUBEK: That's fi ne.

THE OFFICER. It's 1:04 p.m W're off
the record.

(O f the record.)

THE OFFICER: It is 1:12 p.m W' re back
on the record.

BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Okay. Let's |l ook at paragraph 47.
A Okay.
Q Do you see in the m ddl e of paragraph 47 a
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reference to the SICT and CJTZ hangers -- or excuse
me -- hanger and tie?

A | do.

Q Okay. Does the CITZ joist tie go through
drywal | ?

BY MR. EI DSON:
Q Does

drywal | ?

anot her break,

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: It does not.

the SJCT steel joist hanger go through
MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE WTNESS: It does not.
MR. EIDSON: | have no further questions.
Okay. Hold on. She --

MS. HOLOUBEK: G ve ne one m nut e.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Yeah.
MR. EIDSON: And if you want to take
we can.

MS. HOLOUBEK: No, that's okay.

MR. EI DSON: Ckay.
MS. HOLOUBEK

Thank you. | do have a

question on redirect.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. HOLOUBEK

Q M.

Hensen,

you' ve nentioned in your

877-421-0099
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deposition today that you received information fromthe
product team or engineering teamrelated to devel opnent.
Was that information received generally concurrently
with or soon after the devel opnent?

A Concurrently w th.

MR. EIDSON: Object to the formof the
questi on.

MS. HOLOUBEK: | have no further
questi ons.

MR. EIDSON:. Okay. Hold on.

MS. HOLOUBEK: Sorry.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. EI DSON:

Q So, M. Hensen, it's your testinony that in
each instance you were tal king about receiving
information fromthe engineering team it happened
concurrently with the information occurring?

O, let nme back up. What do you nean by
recei ved concurrently wth?

A So while the product was under devel opnent,
they would take tinme and do m | estone discussions and
talk where we are with the product with engi neering.

So whether it was the DU series hangers, when
Tom woul d send out information for engineering managers

to review these concepts, this was concurrent w th what
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he was wor ki ng on.

And then when | managed himdirectly, if he
was doi ng design, then he would provide information
concurrently with what he was working on.

Q So when you were tal king about information
received concurrently with, you're tal king about the
devel opnent of the DU and the DGF products?

MS. HOLOUBEK: (Objection. Form

THE W TNESS: Those are the products
we' ve been tal king about all day today. Yes.
BY MR. EI DSON:

Q Is there anything el se you were tal king about
or what you were thinking of whenever you said you
received information concurrently with?

A No.

MR. EI DSON: Ckay.

THE OFFI CER: Ckay. Mchelle, did you
want to purchase a copy of the transcript?

MS. HOLOUBEK: No.

THE OFFICER: Okay. It is 1:15 p.m And
we're off the record.

(Si gnature reserved.)

(Wher eupon, at 1:15 p.m, the proceeding

was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, LAUREN CRAI G, the officer before whomthe
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby certify that
any witness(es) in the foregoing proceedings, prior to
testifying, were duly sworn; that the proceedi ngs were
recorded by nme and thereafter reduced to typewiting by
a qualified transcriptionist; that said digital audio
recordi ng of said proceedings are a true and accurate
record to the best of ny know edge, skills, and ability;
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor enployed
by any of the parties to the action in which this was
t aken; and, further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any counsel or attorney enployed by the
parties hereto, nor financially or otherw se interested

in the outcone of this action.

Notary Public in and for the

LAUREN CRAI G

State of California

[ X] Review of the transcript was requested.
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, ANDREW Tl NGLEY- BARRAZA, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in which
this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a relative
or enpl oyee of any counsel or attorney enployed by the
parties hereto, nor financially or otherw se interested

in the outcone of this action.

ANDREW TI NGLEY- BARRAZA
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Veritext Legal Solutions
1100 Superior Ave
Suite 1820
Cl evel and, Onhio 44114
Phone: 216-523-1313

Sept ember 18, 2025

To: Ms. Hol oubek

Case Nane: Sinpson Strong-Tie Conpany Inc. v. Colunbia Insurance

Conpany
Veritext Reference Nunber: 7592209
Wtness: Sam Hensen Deposition Date: 9/16/2025

Dear Sir/Madam

Encl osed please find a deposition transcript. Please have the w tness
review the transcript and note any changes or corrections on the

i ncluded errata sheet, indicating the page, |ine nunmber, change, and
the reason for the change. Have the witness’ signature notarized and
forward the conpl eted page(s) back to us at the Production address
shown

above, or emnil to production-m dwest @eritext.com

If the errata is not returned within thirty days of your receipt of

this letter, the reading and signing will be deenmed wai ved.

Si ncerely,

Producti on Depart nent

NO NOTARY REQUI RED I N CA
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DEPGOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO. 7592209

CASE NAME: Si nmpson Strong-Ti e Conpany | nc.

I nsurance Conpany

DATE OF DEPCSI TI ON: 9/ 16/ 2025

W TNESS' NAME: Sam Hensen

In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
ny testinmony or it has been read to ne.

I have made no changes to the testinony
as transcribed by the court reporter.

Dat e Sam Hensen

Sworn to and subscribed before nme, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge t hat:

They have read the transcript;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenent is of
their free act and deed.

| have affixed ny nanme and official seal

this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssi on Expiration Date

Page 103

v. Col unmbi a
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DEPGOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO. 7592209

CASE NAME: Sinpson Strong-Tie Company | nc.

I nsurance Conpany

DATE OF DEPOSI TI ON: 9/ 16/ 2025

W TNESS' NAME: Sam Hensen

In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testinony or it has been read to ne.

| have listed ny changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and |ine nunmbers as
well as the reason(s) for the change(s).

| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of ny testinony.

| have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
as this Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of ny
testinony and be incorporated therein.

Dat e Sam Hensen

Sworn to and subscri bed before nme, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge t hat:

They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections

in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn

St atement; and

Their execution of this Statement is of

their free act and deed.

| have affixed ny name and official seal
this day of , 20

Notary Public

Commi ssi on Expiration Date
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v. Col unbi a
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Dat e

Sam Hensen

SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THI S

DAY OF

, 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssion Expiration Date
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, 1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
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are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
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adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
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Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
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