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• -"Ill I l'lulhl f11•111 ,,r ~ll'l'l\lllhcn whh su111r . 
a f\11 l'r <IN' \( IMO). 
CIII.IOIN Mhldl~ 1i1')lllsh: from Ohl !'ri•nch lfrn11,111 
(Mun),'" NNrr \ ,-erl'I), l'l\ll'lalil , l'f c,,mm1lr 
l'r\i:h1: l'l'fhl l'' N11Mc<l 10 MAIi , 

n,a1on IMe ► ftOIIII • sollury l'lce which In • l1s l'IUI~ 
hi ovllll'S, r..-11mn1nh111 rrll Clf snn,I and mhrr 
, .. nlclt 11111~ toll1'1hcr wllh oll\>;t, e O,.m/,Hnd111ht1 
~~.,•mill'~ 

Mason-Olxon Line ► noun (In 1h11 US) 1hr boun,1• 
al')' l'lel\\'ts'n i\\al')•laml an,I l'cnn )'l\'nnla, 111,.rn as 
11\c lll'Mhrrn llmll nr I he . IA"1~Wl\l!llt Slllh'S he for,, 
lhe abolllll'n of Sb\'1'11', 

_ Cllll<11N namNI artrr Chftrlr. Mn10N and Jm•mlah 
l)t\(\11, 1hc 1S1h•C(llll, En11llsh aSll\ll10111Cn who 
SIIIW)'-'1 II In 1 ?<'i!\- 7. 

Masonic fm,, . nml(J ► il<ljectlvl l'l'IA1h1~ 10 l'rl'emns1111s. 
Masonlt. ► 1101111 IN\I I\O\llll N, An'N. 11111ltm..11 ~ flbrobonrtl 

made from wood fibl'I' 111111)1'11 lltl(lcr m• Ill Al hl11h 
(lrtmll't', 

- 01\IGIN IQllOS: rmm lhc 11~1110 of lhc Mnsnri r-tbro 
co.. Mlssisslrpl, us. -t -m'. 

Mason J•r ► 1101111 N. Amtf. 11 wldo·mo111heJ i:lass Jar 
whh an alnl11h1 screw 1or, used for rn-srrvlnlt fruit 
111d \'t'i;l)llblrs, 

- 0111GtN lato 191h cent.: named art er John L. i\t11so11 
(died 190~. American lnwmor. 

masonry ► noun lm..m nounl 1 s1oncwork. a 1ho occ111,n· 
tlon or work of• mason. 
J (Masonry) f'rN!masonry. 

- OIIIGIN late Middle English: from Old Fl'l'nch 
'"aronrrit, from ma,on (see MAsoN). 

mason's martt ► noun a dls1i11ctlvedcvicc c11rved on 
stone by the mason who dressed It. 

mason w•sp ► noun a solitary wasp tha1 lays Its e1t11s 
111 a cavity which It seals with mud or stml111r mate­
rial. e ~•I gm«• In lhe l•mlly Cummld,~. 

masoor /lllA'Su;l, m11•s~:/ (nlso m.soor dahl) ► noun n 
te111il or a sm11ll orange-red variety. 

- 011.1c1N from Hindi mnnlr. 
Masor•h /mJ's;;:ro/ (also Massorah) ► noun (th• 

Masonih) the collection of Information 1111d com• 
ment on the text or the tradltloMI Hebrew Dible by 
the Masoretcs. 

- ORIGIN from Hebrew mdsclrclh based on 'dsar'to 
blod', Inter i111erpre1ed In the sense 'tradition' (ns If 
from md.lar 'hand down'). 

Muorete rmasart:t/ ► noun any of the Jewish 
scholars of the 6th to 10th centuries AD who con­
tributed to lhe establishment of n recognized text 
oft he Hebrew Dible, and to the compllntlon of the 
Muorah. 

- OEIIIVATIVES Masoretlc /•'rcitk/ MljKtlve. 
- OIIIGIN from French A-lassortt and modem Latin 

Ma.uorrra, from Hebrew mdsclrtt; related to mdsclrdlt 
(see M.uolwt). • 

m•sque /ma:sk/ ► noun a form of amateur dramatic 
eoterulnment, popular among the nobility in 16th· 
and 17th-century England, which consisted of danc• 
Ing and acting performed by masked players. 

- 0111c1N early 16th cent. (In the sense'masquerade or 
masked ball'): probably a back-formation (Influenced 
by French mnsquc 'mask') from n1aJlcer, from ltallan 
m,ucar'person wearing a mask', 

masquer ► noun variant spelling or MASKla. 

masquerade /,ma:sko'rc1d, ,mns•/ ► noun a false 
show or pretence:/ do11bt ht could hnvt lctpl 11p tire 
m,uqutradt for long. ■ Iman noun) the wearing or 
disguise: drtssing up, role playing, and masq11erndt. 
■ chiefly N. Arnet'. a masked ball. 

► vtrl> (no obj.) pretend to be someone one Is 1101: a 
journalist masqun-adlnt as a man in dlstreu. ■ be 
disguised or passed off as something else: idlt toss Ip 
rlror masqutrodtJ as ntw1. 

- OEIIIVATIVES masquerader noun. 
- OIIIGIN late 16th cent.: from French moscorade, 

from Italian moschtrara, from maschtra 'mask'. 
M•ss ► noun the celebration of the Christian 

Eucharist, especially io the Roman Catholic Church: 
Wt 111tnt to Mau. ■ a particular celebration or the 
Eucharist: ht ponrljicated at thrte ChriJtmu Mauc1. 
■ a musical setting of parts of the liturgy used in 
the Mass. 

- ORIGIN Old English m.rsst, from ecclesiastical Latin 
missa, from Latin mlu· 'dismissed', from mltterr, 
perhlps from the last words of the service, /tr, 111/ua 
tsr'Go, It is the dismissal'. 

mass ► noun 1 a large body of matter with no deflnlte 
shape: tht JIIN brolct out from bthiNd a mass of 

, /,111,li. e an,• or 1he mnln ronlnn, In ft 1•1l11tinM or 
1lrawt1111 lhnt ruh h~v" snmo 1111ily In rnlour, llph1 , 
hill, or 0 11111 other q11 nllty. 
J ~ lal'ltr 11111111);-r of r,~ll,•lo or oh)en, rrow,INI 
11\RNhrr: II in1111 fl/ f)'l' lh1 1, ■ ft l11r11ti nmn11nl nf 
matrrlal: • m•1111f rorl)llrtlng rt•/rlnr rr . • (mHHI) 
lnl,~m.•I ft lal')t~ <11111111 lty or 1111111111\I of S1llllfllhh1N: II"' 
rrr nt•uts I!/ l1M1r11-ork . 
J (th• ma11 of) th1• mnlm·Hy nr: rlrr nr1111 nJrl1~ r•ro• 
11/r 1hlrtk r/11111l1r 11n1Mrrr11 nr;• rn111r1I 1,y .~•ll't Nrnrrlll 
l11rj j1clr11r),, e (th• ma11u) 1lw ordlnnry l'eoplr•. 
4 lmM1 0111111) rhys 11tw qunntll y nr mn111•r w 1lch ft 
bod)• colltftins, ns menrnred hy IU nrrclt•rn1ln1111111lcr 
a Rl\llll\ (!\l'CO or hy thr fnrcn r xrrtrd on 11 hy n Aravl· 
lftt Inna I flrhl. • (In 11011cral me) wol11h1. 

► aclJtctlve Jn111lb I lnvolvinll or nffrCI l1111 tnr11c numhcn 
or '"'"l'le or 1hln1m ll1r Jll,., lrns ,nnu 11pl'('nl In nr1111 
rxod111 of rr/11~rrs. 

► vtrb nsscmhlo or cn11s1• 1u nsst>mhlo 11110 a sl1111la body 
nr mass: l\\ilh <11~.I l101/1 ro1111rrlr1 /lrJ(a11 mass Int rroors 
in rlrr n•,t/011 I (no obj I r/011//, 111111ml llflll'il)I 011 rlrr 
horiron. 
t'tlllllSts be a mass of 1111 com11lctcly rnvrrNI wllh. 
In mass u n body. In the man ns ft whole. 

- DTIII IVATIVr.s maHIHI 1djtctlvt, 
- 011101N lntc Middle linRllsh: from Old Frrnch mnur, 

from l.alln mnun, from Creek ninzn 'bnrlcy cnkc'; 
11crh11ps rclnh•d tn m,mrlrr 'kncnd'. 

Mass. ► abbr1vlat1011 Mnssnchusct u. 
m•ssa /'mnso/ ► noun (In rcprcscnlatlons of bl11ck 

s~cch) masrnr: M,usn, I /1111/fl somr ne1111 f or you. 
Mass•chusetts /,111Mo't.fu:s11~/ ft st Ric In the north· 

eastern US, 011 the Atlantic consl; pop, 6,497,967 (rs1. 
1008): capltnl, Roston. Seit led by the r1111rtm Fat hen 
In 1610, It wu a ccn1re or resistance to the British 
before becoming one of tho orl,tlnnl thirteen stAtos 
oflhc Union (1788). 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(abbrev.: MIT) a US i11S1ltu1c or hlAher ed11c■ l1011, 
fnmous for sclc111iftc and technical rcsrarch, founded 
In 1861 In CamhridAe, Mnssacl\\lsctts. 

m•1ncre ► noun an lndlscrlml11a10 and brutal 
slaughter of mnny people: rrports of m,macrrs by 
gol'crnmrnt troops, a lnformJI a henvy defeat of a spon• 
Ing tcnm or contostant. 

► vtrb lwl1h obj.I dcllbcralcly nnd brntally kill (many 
people). a lnf01mal Inflict I heavy defeat on (1 sportinR 
oproncnt). • lnformJI perform (a piece of music, n 
piny, etc.) very Ineptly: tlrt cl10/r 111n1 massarrlng '/11 
tht Bleak Mldwintrr'. 

- 011101 N late 16th cent.: from French, of unknown 
origin. 

Massacre of St Bartholomew the massacre of 
H ug11enots throughout France ordered by Charles IX 
nt the Instigation of his mother, Catherine de' 
Medici, and begun without warning 011 24 A1111us1 
(the fcas1 of St ll11rtholomew) 1572. 

m•ssage /'mnsa:5, ma'so:5, •dJ/ ► noun Imm nounl the 
rnbblng and knead log or muscles and Joints of the 
body with the hands, especially to relieve tension or 
pain: massatt caN tasc tirtdncss I (coun1 noon.I a massage 
will help looun you up. 

► verl> lwilh obj.I 1 nib aod knead (a person or part or the 
body) wi1h the hands. ■ (ma1sage something In/ 
Into/on to) rub a S11bs1a11cc Into (the skin or hair). 
2 manipulate (facls or figures) to given more accept• 
able resull: rhc accounts lrad bttN mnssagtd ro suit rite 
govcmmcrrt. 

- PHl\llSES m11sag■ someone's ego flatter someone. 
- DERIVATIVES massager noun. 
- ORIGIN late 191h cent.: from French, from mnucr 

'knead, treat with massage', probably from Port11• 
guese amauar'knead', from mnua'dough'. 

mass•ge parlour ► noun an establishment provid­
ing massage. ■ euphemlillc a brothel. 

massasauga /,mnsa's:i:ga/ ► noun n small Nonh 
American rattlesnake of variable colour which 
favours damp habitats. e Sl1lruMrol1m1us, lamlly 
Vlpertdae. 

- 0111c1N mid 19th cent.: formed lrrcgulnrty from 
MISSISSAUGA, 

MHHw• /nm'so:wo/ (also Mltslwa) the chief port 
or Eritrea, on the Red Sea; pop. 36,700 (est. 200<4). 

mass defect ► noun Phyila the difference between 
1he mnss of nn ls010pe and lu mnss n11mbcr, repre• 
sentlng binding energy. 

mass, /'mnsc1/ ► noun luiu. as modineil Dllllardi & Snoo~er n 
stroke mado with an Inclined CIIC, Imparting swerve 
to the ball: a mass~ Jlror. 

- ORIGIN late 19th cent.: French, past paniclplc or 
mautr 'make a massr! stroke'. 

mason bee I mass-produce 

man •n•rvY ► noun lm.111 no11nl rhyslr, 1h11 nn\! or n 
hrnly n•R•nlr,l "1 oncr11y, nrrnnlln11 to lho lawa or 
rrlntlvily. 

ma11eter /111n·a1:1,1/ (nlso mHHl•r mutde) ► noun 
An.llomy a muscln whlrh run, lhrouAh tho l't'At pnrt or 
1hr rhtcl. from 1ho tcmroral honn 10 lho lower Jaw 
on ~ftCh side 11111 clnsr s 1hn Jaw In r.howlnl(. 

- 011101N ln1c 16th ccn1.1 r1nm Greek ma1~1,,, from 
mn1n1llrnl ' 111 rhmv'. 

m•aseur /mn'R,1:/ ► noun ft 11crs011 who 11rovhtna mu• 
1n110 rrofcaslonally. 

- 01\IOIN Prench, from 1narn•r'10 mnun11c'. 
masseuse /111n'80:1/ ► noun n female mnssru r. 
- 0111G1N r rcnrh. 
m•nlcot f'mn11knt/ ► noun lnim 111111111 n yrllnw form 

o( lrftd monoxide, usr.d as a PIAmonr. 
- 0111G1N lnlc 1s1hccn1.: fro111 l'rcnch(lnflucnrnd 

by ltallnn mnrznrorro '111111u~n1'), ultlmnlrly from 
Arnhlc mnrl41c. 

m•nlf /'mns1r, 111n·11:r/ ► noun n cnm11nrt 11roup or 
mounulns. 

- OIIIOIN early 16th cent. (dr no1in11 a lnr110 bu lldlnA): 
rrcnch, 'muslvc', used u a noun. Tho current scnac 
dates rrom the late 19th crnr. 

Massif Centr•I /,mnsl:r sO'lm~I/, rrench /mnslr 
sll lanl/ a mouotnlnous plateau In south cemrnl 
Frnnce. Covcrln,t almost one sl~th of thn country, It 
rises to a height of 1,!187 m (6,188 rt) nl Puy de Snncy 
In the AuverRnc. 

Masslne /mn'sl:n/, Uonlde F6dorovltch ( 1895-
1979), US choreographer ind bnllct dancer, born In 
Russia; born Ltonld Fyodorovlrh My1u/N, He wu the 
orl11lnntor or tho symphonic ballet, and danced In 
ind choreo11raphed the fllm The Rtd ShMs (1948). 

M•nlnger /'ml\s111d3-1/, Phlllp (1583- 1640), 6n11llsh 
dramatist. Notable works: Th, Dukr of Mllnn 
(1621-1), A Ntw Way to Pay Old txbu (1615- 6),and 
Tht City M11d11m (1632). 

m•sslve ► adjective 1 large nnd heavy or solid: a mas• 
1/vr rampart of sront. 
::i excep1lonally larRe: masslvt crowd111rr cxptcttil. 
• very serious: 11 massive lttort attack. ■ Informal very 
successful or lnnuentlal: tht band are t(oing ro bt 
massiv,. 
J Cifology (of rocks or beds) having no d iscernible 
rorm or structure. • (o( a mineral) not visibly 
crystalline. 

► noun Bril. lnfonnal a gro11p of young people from I par• 
tlcular area with a common Interest In dance music: 
tht Brlsrol mas1ivt. 

- OEIIIVATIVU maulvaly lfflt'b(.uwbmod,fittl a mas• 
slvely compllcartd ntn&iork, massiveness noun. 

- 01\IGIN late Middle English: from Frenc.h maul/, 
-Ive, from Old French m,us/1, bucd 011 Latin massa 
(see MASs). 

massively parallel ► ad~lv• Compuling (of a com­
puter) consisting of a great many parallel proceulng 
units, and so able to execute many different pans or 
a program at the same time. 

mass-marttet ► adJKtlve (of goods) produc.ed In 
large quantities for many people: standard moss· 
marktr 0Jttnha11c. 

► verb lwith ob~I market (a product) on a large scale. 
mass media ► plural noun (the m.u media) (lrNled 

ai sing. or pl.I the media. 
m•ss noun ► noun Gr,,mmJr a noun denoting some­

thlog which cannot be counted (e.g. • substance 
or quality), in English usually II noun which lacks 
n plural In ordinary usage and Is not used with the 
lndefinile article, e.g. cl1ina, happ/nrss. Contrasted 
with COUNT NOUN, ■ a noun denoting something 
which normally cannot be counted but which may 
be countable when it refers to d ifferent 11nlts or 
types, e.g. co/fer (drank somt coffee, ordcrtd two 
co/Im). 

mass number ► noun Ptiyslc1 the 1011I number of 
protons and neutrons in a nucleus. 

mass observation ► noun (111,m noun( Brit. chl,lly 
hl1101ical the study and recording or the social habits 
and opinions of ordinary people. 

Masson /'mnsO/, Andr6 (1896-1987), French p~lnter 
and graphic an isl. He Joined the s11rrea1ists In the 
mid 1920s and pioneered 'automatic' drawing, a 
form or fluid, spon1a11eous composition Intended to 
express Images emerging from the unconscious. 

Massorah ► noun variant spelling of MAsollAH. 
mass-produce ► verb (whh obj.I produce large quanti­

ties of (a standardized article) by an automated 

VOWELS (contini1td): au how e1 day au no 10 near ~, boy uo poor AIO fire ou;i sour (see over for comonarrrs) 
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P.,.,..... ol Euro~ (1lso cal~ IASS'). and the almost ldenU­
col yaftow ,-di (P. /lowsnm) of North Ammca. The J)ffl:h 
fomilr Ilsa Include the pt~. ruffe, and darten. 
■ uSM in names of other freshwater and marine 
lhhes resembling or related to the perch. e.g. dlmb­
lnt .,..-di.~. - .-di, su~rdl. 

- 011.IGIN late Middle English: from Old French 
pen-ht, via Latin from Greek ptrkc. 

pef'Ch1 ► - historical, chiefly Brit. 1 a measure of length, 
especially for land, equal to a quarter of a chain or 
S'I, yards (approximately 5.029 m). Also called POU', 
IIOO. 

2 (also square ~rch) a measure of area, especially 
for land, equal to 160th of an acre or 301/, square 
yards (approximately 25.29 sq. metres). Also called 
,ou', IIOO, ~ POU, SQUAftE IIOO. 

- 011.IGIN Middle English (in the general sense 'pole, 
Stick'): from Old French perche, from Latin perrlca 
'measuring rod, pole'. 

perchance ► adwrb amiaic o, literary by some chance; 
perhaps: ~ dare not go ashore lest perchanct we 
should fall into some snare. 

- 011.IGIN Middle English: from Old French par 
cheance 'by chance'. 

percheron rpa:J(a)ron/ ► noun a powerful draught 
horse of a grey or black breed, originally from 
France. 

- 011.IGIN late 19th cent.: from French, originally 
bred in le Perche, the name of a district of northern 
France. 

perchlorate /pa'kh:re,t/ ► noun Chemistry a salt or 
ester of perchtoric acid. 

perchloric acid /pa'kh:nk/ ► noun !mass noun! Chemistry 
a fuming toxic liquid with powerful oxidizing prop­
erties. •Chem.formula: HdO~. 

perchloroethylene /pa,kb:rau'cilili:n/ ► noun !mass 
noun) a toxic colourless volatile solvent used com­
monly as a dry-cleaning fluid. Also called 'ln!IA· 
OLC>IIOE11IYllM. ■ Chem. fonmula: d,c- ca,. 

percid /'pa:k!d/ ► noun Zoology a fish of the perch fam­
ily (Percidae). 

- ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from modern Latin Percidae 
(plural), from Latin perca 'perch'. 

perciform /'pa-.s1fa-:m/ ► adjective Zoology relating to 
fishes of an order (Perciformes) that comprises those 
resembling the perches. This is the largest vertebrate 
order and includes nearly half of all bony fishes. 

► noun a perciform fish. 
- ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from modern Latin Perci· 

formes (plural), from Latin perca 'perch'+ forma 
'shape'. 

percipience /pa'srp1ans/ ► noun !mass noun! the qual­
ity of having sensitive insight or understanding; 
perceptiveness. 

percipient /pa'srprnnt/ ► adjective having good 
insight or understanding; perceptive: he is a percipi­
ent interpreter of the public mood. 

► noun (especially in philosophy or with reference to 
psychic phenomena) a person who is able to perceive 
things. 

- DERIVATIVES ~rdplently adverb. 
- ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin percipient·'seiz• 

ing, understanding', from the verb percipere. 
percoid /'pa:k:nd/ Zoology ► noun a fish of a large group 

that includes the perches, basses, jacks, snappers, 
grunts, sea breams, and drums. • Superfamily Percoldea: 
many families. " 

► adjective relating to or denoting fish of this group. 
- o·RIGIN mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin Percoides 

(plural), from Latin perca 'perch'. 
percolate ► verb 1 {no obj., v,ith adverbial of direction] (of 

a liquid or gas) filter gradually through a porous 
surface or substance: the water percolating through 
the soil may leach out minerals. ■ spread gradually 
through an area or group of people: continental ideas 
on art, science, and architecture percolated from 
Venice to London. 
2 {no obj.I (of coffee) be prepared in a percolator: he 
put some coffee on to percolate. ■ !with obj.] prepare 
(coffee) in a percolator: (as adj. percolated) freshly 
percolated coffee. ■ {no obj.) US be or become full of 
lively activity or excitement: the night was percolat­
ing with an expectant energy. 

- DERIVATIVES percolation noun. 
- ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin percolat· 

'strained through', from the verb percolare, from per· 
'through'+ cola re 'to strain' (from colum 'strainer'). 

Percolator ► noun a machine for making coffee, con­
sining of a pot in which boiling water is circulated 

through a small chamber that holds the ground 
beans. 

per contra /pa: 'kontrn/ ► adwrb lormal on the other 
hand: he l1ad worked 11try hard on tl1e rlace; sh1.11tr 
con I'm, llad littlt to do. 

► noun the opposite side of an account or an assessment. 
- ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from Italian. 
per curiam {'ltjuanam/ Law ► adwrb II adjective by or 

denoting decision of an appellate court In unani­
mous agreement, written anonymously. 

► noun a decision taken per curiam. 
- ORIGIN Latin, literally'by a court'. 

percuss /pa'k11s/ ► verb lwllh obj.) Medicine gently tap (a 
part of the body) with a finger or an Instrument as 
part of a diagnosis: tl1e bladder was percuued. 

- ORIGIN mid 16th cent. (in the general sense 'give a 
blow to'): from Latin percriss· 'struck forcibly', from 
the verb percutere, from per· 'through'+ qriatere 'to 
shake, strike'. 

percussion ► noun !mass noun! 1 musical instruments 
played by striking with the hand or with a stick or 
beater, or by shaking, including drums, cymbals, 
xylophones, gongs, bells, and rattles: las modifier! 
percussion instruments. 
2 the striking of one solid object with or against 
another with some degree of force: the clattering 
percussion of objects striking the walls and tlle shut­
ters. ■ Medicine the action of tapping a part of the body 
as part of a diagnosis. 

- DERIVATIVES percussionist noun (sense 1). 
- ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin 

pcrcussio(n·), from the verb percutere 'to strike forc­
ibly' (see PEIICUSs). 

percussion cap ► noun a small amount of explosive 
powder contained in metal or paper and exploded by 
striking, used in toy guns and formerly in firearms. 

percussion drill ► noun another term for HAMMEft 
ORfll, 

percussive ► adjective relating to or produced by 
percussion: percussive sounds. 

- DERIVATIVES percussively adverb, percussiveness 
noun. 

percutaneous /,pa:ltju'teiruas/ ► adjective Medicine 
made, done, or effected through the skin. 

- DERIVATIVES percutaneously adverb. 
- ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Latin percutem 

'through the skin'+ •ANEOUS. 

Percy, Sir Henry (1364-1403), English soldier; known 
as Hotspur or Harry Hotspur. Son of the 1st Earl 
of Northumberland, he was killed at the battle 
of Shrewsbury during his father's revolt against 
Henry IV. 

per diem /pa: 'dl:Elll, 'WIIElll/ ► adverb & adjective 
for each day (used In financial contexts): las adv.I he 
agreed to pay at certain specified rates per diem I las 
adj.I they are now demanding a per diem rate. 

► noun an allowance or payment made for each day. 
- ORIGIN early 16th cent.: Latin. 
perdition /pa'd1J(a)n/ ► noun !mass noun! (in Christian 

theology) a state of eternal punishment and damna­
tion Into which a sinful and unrepentant person 
passes after death1 ■ complete and utter ruin: she 
used her last banknote to buy herself a square meal 
before perdition. 

- ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French 
perdiciun, from ecclesiastical Latin perditio(n·), 
from Latin perdere 'destroy', from per· 'completely, to 
destruction'+ the base of dare 'put'. 

perdurable /pa'djuarab(a)I/ ► adjective fo,mal enduring 
continuously; imperishable. 

- DERIVATIVES perdurabllity noun, perdurably 
adverb. 

- ORIGIN late Middle English: via Old French from 
late Latin perdurabilis, from Latin perdurare 
'endure'. 

perdure /pa'djua/ ► verb lno obj.I formal, chieny US remain 
in existence; endure. 

- DERIVATIVES perdurance noun. 
- ORIOtN late 15th cent.: from Old French perdurer, 

from Latin perdurare 'endure', from per- 'through'+ 
durare 'to last'. 

pere /PEI/ ► noun used after a surname to distinguish 
a father from a son of the same name: Alexandre 
Dumas p~re. Compare with FJU'. 

- ORIGIN French, literally 'father'. 

Pere David's deer ► noun a large deer with a red 
summer coat that turns dark grey in winter, and 
long antlers with backward pointing tines. Formerly 

perch I Peres 
a nAlivc of Chinn, It Is now found only In captlvlly. 
• Clophurus davfdlonin, family CN'ltdae. 

- OtllGIN lato 19th cent.: named after FRlhcr 
Armnnd David ( 1826- 1900), French mlsslonAry nnd 
naturnllst. 

peregrinate /'Ptr1Rri,nc1t/ ► ~orb lno obj, with lldvtrblali 
arthalc or humorous travel or wander from plftCe to pince. 

- DERIVATIV ES peNgrlnator noun. 
- ORIGIN late 16th cent. (earlier (Middle English) 

as ptrtgrinntlon): from Latin pertgrinat· 'travelled 
abroad', from the verb l'tN',l(rinnrl, from rrrt flrlnus 
'foreign, mvelling·. 

peregrination ► noun lilerary or humorous a journey, 
especially a long or meandering one: slrr kept Aunr 
Ilsa company on her prregrinntlons. 

peregrine /'pr.rignn/ ► noun (nlso peregrine falcon) 
a powerful falcon found on most continents, breed• 
ing chiefly on mountains and coastal cliffs and much 
used for falconry.• FoJcopttTgrinin. family falconldae. 

► adjective archaic coming from another country; foreign 
or outlandish: peregrine species of grass. 

- ORIGlN late Middle English: from Latin peregrinus 
'foreign', from peregrc 'abroad', from per· 'through'+ 
nger'field'. The falcon's name is a translation of the 
modern Latin taxonomic name, literally 'pilgrim 
falcon', because falconers' birds were caught fully 
grown on migration, not taken from the nest. 

perelopod /pa'r11iapod, -'rl:-/ ► noun Zoology each of 
the eight walking limbs of a crustacean such as a crab 
or lobster, growing from the thorax. 

- ORIOIN late 19th cent.: from Greek peraiocln 'trans­
porting' (present participle of ,,,ratoun) + pous, pod· 
'foot'. 

Perelman /'pEralman/, S. J. (1904-79), American 
humorist and writer; full name Sidney Jostph Ptrel­
man. In the early 1930s he worked in Hollywood as a 
scriptwriter, and from 1934 his name is linked with 
the New Yorker magazine, for whom he wrote most 
of his short stories and sketches. 

peremptory /pa'n:m(p)t(a)rl, 'pmm-/ ► adjective 
insisting on immediate attention or obedience, 
especially in a brusquely imperious way: 'just do It/' 
came the peremptory rtply. ■ Law not open to appeal 
or challenge; final: a ptrtmptory order of the court. 

- DERIVATIVES peremptorily adverb, peNmptorl· 
nessnoun. 

- ORIGIN late Middle English (as a legal term):vla 
Anglo-Norman French from Latin peremptorlus 
'deadly, decisive', from perempt· 'destroyed, cut off', 
from the verb perlmere, from ptr- 'completely'+ 
emere 'take, buy'. 

peremptory challenge ► noun Law a defendant's or 
lawyer's objection to a proposed juror, made without 
needing to give a reason. 

perennate /pa'rcne1t/ ► verb lno obj.I (usu. as adj. 
perennatlng) Botany (of a plant or part of a plant) live 
through a number of years, usually with an annual 
quiescent period. 

- DERIVATIVES perennatlon noun. 
- ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin pertnnat· 

'continued for many years' (from the verb 
perennare) + •An'. 

perennial ► adjective 1 lasting or existing for a long 
or apparently infinite time; enduring or continu­
ally recurring: his perennial distrust of the media I 
perennial manifestations of urban crisis. ■ lanrib.l 
apparently permanently engaged in a specified role 
or way of life: he's a perennial student. 
2 (of a plant) living for several years: cow parsley is 
pertnnial. Compare with ANNUAL, IIENNIAL. 

3 (of a stream or spring) flowing throughout the 
year. 

► noun a perennial plant. 
- DERIVATIVES perennially adverb. 
- ORIGIN mid 17th cent. (in the sense 'remaining leafy 

throughout the year, evergreen'): from Latin ptren­
nis 'lasting the year through'+ ➔AL. 

perentie /pa'rtnti, 'pn:nli/ (also p■Nnty) ► noun, (pl. 
P•fentles) a large brown and yellow monitor lizard 
which lives in arid regions of Australia. • Varunin 
gigontrus, family Varanldae. 

- ORIOIN early 20th cent.: probably from Diyari 
pirindi. 

Peres /'pr.n:z/, Shimon (b.1923), Polish-born Israeli 
statesman, Prime Minister 1984-6 and 1995-6; 
President since 2007; Polish name Szymon Perski. 
As Foreign Minister under Yitzhak Rabin he played 
a major role in negotiating the PLO-Israeli peace 
accord (1993). Nobel Peace Prize (1994), shared with 
Rabin and Yasser Arafat. 
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