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Original Claim 1 Issued Claim 1 
A method of hydraulically fracturing a 

plurality of wells, the plurality of 
wells comprising first and second 
wells, the method comprising: 
opening a first valve while hydraulic 

fracturing fluid is communicated 
to the second well via a second 
valve and a manifold, 
wherein the first valve is 

associated with both the first 
well and the manifold, and  

wherein the second valve is 
associated with both the 
second well and the manifold; 

and 
closing the second valve, wherein the 

second valve is closed: 
after opening the first valve, and 
while hydraulic fracturing fluid is 

communicated to the first well 
via the first valve and the 
manifold. 

A method of hydraulically fracturing a 
plurality of wells, the plurality of 
wells comprising first and second 
wells, the method comprising: 
communicating fluid from one or 

more pumps to the first well via a 
manifold and a first valve, 
wherein the first valve is 
associated with both the first well 
and the manifold so that the first 
valve is: in fluid communication 
with the manifold; and fluidically 
positioned between the first well 
and the one or more pumps; and 

executing a continuous pumping 
(“CP”) swap to transition from 
hydraulically fracturing the first 
well to hydraulically fracturing 
the second well, the CP swap 
comprising: 
opening a second valve while 

fluid is communicated from 
the one or more pumps to the 
first well via the first valve 
and the manifold, wherein the 
second valve is associated 
with both the second well and 
the manifold so that the 
second valve is: in fluid 
communication with the 
manifold; and fluidically 
positioned between the second 
well and the one or more 
pumps from which fluid is 
communicated to the first well 
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via the manifold and the first 
valve, wherein opening the 
second valve causes fluid to 
be communicated from the 
one or more pumps to the 
second well via the manifold 
and the second valve, and 
wherein the second valve is 

opened in response to at 
least a portion of fluid 
communicated via the 
manifold satisfying one or 
more conditions, which 
one or more conditions 
include a flow rate, and/or 
a pressure, of the at least a 
portion of fluid 
communicated via the 
manifold; and 

closing the first valve: after 
the at least a portion of 
fluid communicated via the 
manifold has satisfied the 
one or more conditions, 
which one or more 
conditions include the flow 
rate, and/or the pressure, of 
the at least a portion of 
fluid communicated via the 
manifold, and  

while fluid is communicated 
from the one or more 
pumps to the second well 
via the second valve and 
the manifold; 
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