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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 2

Art Unit: 2641

1. Thepresent application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, isbeing examined under the

first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may notbe obtained, notwithstanding that the

claimed invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the

differences between the claimed invention and the prior art are such that the

claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious before the effective filing

date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which

the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall notbe negated by the manner in

which the invention was made.

3. Claims 1are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Ricci (Pub. No: US

20160321848A1) in view of Skelton (Pub. No: US 20170104865 Al).

Regarding claims 1, 4, Ricci discloses a method for selectively limiting (figs. 2-3, 6A) a

non-vehicle user input (touch input) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer handheld

mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user interface 212,

248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-0240), the method

comprising: sensing (sensors 236, 242 ; the vehicle control system 204 may communicate with a

device or user interface 212, 248; the user interface 212, 248 may be operable to receive user
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 3

Art Unit: 2641

input either through touch input, on one ormore user interface buttons, via voice command, via

one ormore image sensors, or through a graphical user interface that may include a gesture

capture region; paragraph 0239) the non-OEM handheld mobile device with a vehicle network

(the vehicle control system 204 may also communicate with one ormore sensors 236, 242,

which are either associated with the vehicle 104 or communicate with the vehicle 104; in

addition, vehicle sensors 242 may include one ormore sensors for providing information to the

vehicle control system 204 that determine orprovide information about the environment 100 in

which the vehicle 104 is operating; paragraph 0248); determining (a switch state sensor 668 to

determine a current activation ordeactivation state of the power source activation/deactivation

switch 644, a transmission setting sensor 670 to determine a current setting of the transmission

(gear selection or setting), a gear controller sensor 672 to determine a current setting of the gear

controller; a brake sensor 676 to determine a current state; a safety system state sensors to

determine a current state of a vehicular safety system; paragraph 0318) a vehicle state level

based on vehicle sensor data (a manufacturer may send a signal to a vehicle 104 to determine a

status associated with one ormore components associated with the vehicle 104; in response to

receiving the signal, the diagnostic communications module 256 may communicate with the

vehicle control system 204 to initiate a diagnostic status check ;paragraph 0248, 0251); when the

vehicle state level indicates an increase in a likelihood of operator distraction (paragraph 0323,

0590, 0598): retrieving (the vehicle control system retrieves a user profile for the user based on

the identity and the location of the user, wherein the user profile includes one ormore settings

associated with the user; the vehicle control system receiving an audible command from the user,

wherein the audible command is one of the setting associated with the user; and the vehicle
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 4

Art Unit: 2641

control system modifying a function of the conveyance based on the audible command; in

addition, the databases or data stores maybe a relational database, retrieve data in response to

specifically-formatted commands; paragraph 0261) a touch block command for the non-OEM

handheld mobile device (the audio sensors maybe configured to receive audio input from a user

216 of the vehicle 104; the audio input from a user 216 may correspond to voice commands,

conversations detected in the vehicle 104, phone calls made in the vehicle 104, and other audible

expressions made in the vehicle 104 ;paragraph 0342, 0117-0118); and transmitting (the

function control module 2104 may then send commands through the user interface module 2116

to change the function of one ormore user interfaces 2408 or other systems controlled by the

video I/O interface 864, audio I/O interface 874; in addition, the network transceiver 824 can

include any device configured to transmit and receive analog and/or digital signals; the media

controller subsystem 348 may utilize a network transceiver 824 in one ormore communication

networks associated with the vehicle 104 to receive and transmit signals via the communications

channel; paragraph 0361, 0390) the touch block command via the vehicle network, wherein the

touch block command operates to block the non-vehicle user input source of the non-OEM

handheld mobile device (paragraph 0365-0367, 0373, 0323, 0425-0427, 0479, 0590, 0598).

However, Ricci does not specifically disclose the features of sensing a docking station of

a mobile device with a vehicle network.

On the other hand, Skelton from the same field of endeavor, discloses the features of a

system configured to control an operating state of a vehicle where the system includes a docking

station and a controller. The docking station is configured to receive a mobile device and coupled

to the mobile device using a hardwired connection. Sensors included in the docking station
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 5

Art Unit: 2641

detect the continued presence of the mobile device in the docking station (paragraph 0164, 0170-

0171). In addition, the mobile device includes a mobile phone and the information includes a

SIM number, an IMEI number and a USB serial number. The controller is configured to

periodically poll the mobile device for the information (paragraph 0021-0022, 0117-0118).

Furthermore, the controller operates to receive the mobile-device ID from the mobile device. The

controller polls the mobile device 1302 to receive the mobile-device ID. The mobile device 1302

automatically communicates the mobile-device ID to the controller 1304 when the mobile device

1302 is docked and the controller 1304 is operational (fig. 13, fig. 20; paragraph 0159-0160). In

addition, the mobile device is first authenticated, and the controller compares the mobile-device

ID received from the mobile device 1302 with the mobile-device [Ds of authorized mobile

devices (paragraph 0161-0162). It is shown above that Skelton discloses a mobile device that is

docked to a vehicle network, and provides additional functionality to the other mobile device.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the artbefore the effective

filing date of the claimed invention wasmade to apply the technique of Skelton to the

communication system of Ricci in order to provide a method for preventing operation of a

vehicle when the mobile-device based activities that would contribute to distract operation of the

vehicle are detected.

Regarding claim 2, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting (figs. 2-

3, 6A) a non-vehicle user input (touch input) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer

handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user

interface 212, 248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-

0240), wherein the vehicle sensor data comprising at least one of: velocity sensor data (speed
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 6

Art Unit: 2641

sensor; acceleration sensor data; wheel angle sensor data (wheel state sensor 660 to sense one or

more ofvehicle speed, acceleration, deceleration); moisture sensor data; and transmission shift

sensor data (a gear controller sensor 672 to determine a current setting of the gear controller; a

brake sensor 676 to determine a current state; a safety system state sensors to determine a current

state of a vehicular safety system; paragraph 0318, 0320).

Regarding claim 3, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting (figs. 2-

3, 6A) a non-vehicle user input (touch input) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer

handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user

interface 212, 248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-

0240), wherein the touch block command operates to limit the user input source to a vehicle

OEM human-machine interface device (paragraph 0239, 0248, 0365-0367).

4. Themethod of claim 1, wherein the sensing the docking of the non-OEM handheld mobile

device with a vehicle network further comprising: sensing either of a wireless docking and a

wired docking of the non-OEM handheld mobile device with the vehicle network; and upon the

sensing the either of thewireless docking and thewired docking of the non-OEM handheld

mobile device with the vehicle network: receiving authentication data to identify the non-OEM

handheld mobile device; and identifying the non-OEM handheld mobile device

Regarding claim 5, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting (figs. 2-

3, 6A) a non-vehicle user input (touch input) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer

handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 7

Art Unit: 2641

interface 212, 248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-

0240), wherein the authentication data including at least one of: mobile station identification data

(smart phone, mobile device: they include a mobile station identification data, amobile

identification number; thewireless signal sensors 758 may detect wireless signals from one or

more of a mobile phone, mobile computer, keyless entry device; paragraph 0352, 0153-0154);

mobile identification number data; international mobile subscribe identity data; and manufacturer

serial number data (a user identification module 822 can identify a user within the vehicle;

paragraph 0178-0179, 0241, 0533, 0603, 0620).

Regarding claim 6, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting (figs. 2-

3, 6A) a non-vehicle user input (touch input) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer

handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user

interface 212, 248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-

0240), wherein the authentication data including a software license key (a user 216 maybe

allowed to purchase applications (software, etc.) for the vehicle 104 and a device associated with

the vehicle 104 based on information associated with the user account; in addition, a

manufacturer certified devices can be implemented by vendors that allow the vehicle software

system to validate whether or not a device is certified to operate with the vehicle 100; this

software includes a license key; paragraph 0243, 0399, 0567).

Regarding claims 7, 8, 10, Ricci discloses a method for selectively limiting a non-vehicle

user input (figs. 2-3, 6A) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer handheld mobile

device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user interface 212, 248, can

receive input or provide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-0240), the method
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 8

Art Unit: 2641

comprising: sensing (sensors 236, 242 ; the vehicle control system 204 may communicate with a

device or user interface 212, 248; the user interface 212, 248 may be operable to receive user

input either through touch input, on one ormore user interface buttons, via voice command, via

one ormore image sensors, or through a graphical user interface that may include a gesture

capture region; paragraph 0239) the non-OEM handheld mobile device with a vehicle network

(the vehicle control system 204 may also communicate with one ormore sensors 236, 242,

which are either associated with the vehicle 104 or communicate with the vehicle 104; in

addition, vehicle sensors 242 may include one ormore sensors for providing information to the

vehicle control system 204 that determine orprovide information about the environment 100 in

which the vehicle 104 is operating; paragraph 0248); providing interoperability of the non-OEM

handheld mobile device with a vehicle OEM HMI device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile

device: the device 212 oruser interface 212, 248, can receive input or provide information to a

user 216; paragraph 0239-0240); determining (a switch state sensor 668 to determine a current

activation or deactivation state of the power source activation/deactivation switch 644, a

transmission setting sensor 670 to determine a current setting of the transmission (gear selection

or setting), a gear controller sensor 672 to determine a current setting of the gear controller; a

brake sensor 676 to determine a current state; a safety system state sensors to determine a current

state of a vehicular safety system; paragraph 0318) a vehicle state level based on vehicle sensor

data; when the vehicle state level indicates an increase ina likelihood of operator distraction

(paragraph 0323, 0590, 0598): retrieve (the vehicle control system retrieves a user profile for the

user based on the identity and the location of the user, wherein the user profile includes one or

more settings associated with the user; the vehicle control system receiving an audible command

)
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 9

Art Unit: 2641

from the user, wherein the audible command is one of the setting associated with the user; and

the vehicle control system modifying a function of the conveyance based on the audible

command; in addition, the databases or data stores may be a relational database, retrieve data in

response to specifically-formatted commands; paragraph 0261) a touch block command for the

non-OEM handheld mobile device (the audio sensors maybe configured to receive audio input

from a user 216 of the vehicle 104; the audio input from a user 216 maycorrespond to voice

commands, conversations detected in the vehicle 104, phone calls made in the vehicle 104, and

other audible expressions made in the vehicle 104 ;paragraph 0342, 0117-0118); and

transmitting (the function control module 2104 may then send commands through the user

interface module 2116 to change the function of one ormore user interfaces 2408 or other

systems controlled by the video I/O interface 864, audio I/O interface 874; in addition, the

network transceiver 824 can include any device configured to transmit and receive analog and/or

digital signals; the media controller subsystem 348 mayutilize a network transceiver 824 in one

ormore communication networks associated with the vehicle 104 to receive and transmit signals

via the communications channel; paragraph 0361, 0390) the touch block command via the

vehicle network, wherein the touch block command operates to restrict the non-vehicle user

input source to the vehicle OEM HMI device (paragraph 0365-0367, 0373, 0323, 0425-0427,

0479, 0590, 0598).

However, Ricci does not specifically disclose the features of sensing a docking station of

a mobile device with a vehicle network.

On the other hand, Skelton from the same field of endeavor, discloses the features of a

system configured to control an operating state of a vehicle where the system includes a docking
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 10

Art Unit: 2641

station and a controller. The docking station is configured to receive a mobile device and coupled

to the mobile device using a hardwired connection. Sensors included in the docking station

detect the continued presence of the mobile device in the docking station (paragraph 0164, 0170-

0171). In addition, the mobile device includes a mobile phone and the information includes a

SIM number, an IMEI number and a USB serial number. The controller is configured to

periodically poll the mobile device for the information (paragraph 0021-0022, 0117-0118).

Furthermore, the controller operates to receive the mobile-device ID from the mobile device. The

controller polls the mobile device 1302 to receive the mobile-device ID. The mobile device 1302

automatically communicates the mobile-device ID to the controller 1304 when the mobile device

1302 is docked and the controller 1304 is operational (fig. 13, fig. 20; paragraph 0159-0160). In

addition, the mobile device is first authenticated, and the controller compares the mobile-device

ID received from the mobile device 1302 with the mobile-device [Ds of authorized mobile

devices (paragraph 0161-0162). It is shown above that Skelton discloses a mobile device that is

docked to a vehicle network, and provides additional functionality to the other mobile device.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the artbefore the effective

filing date of the claimed invention wasmade to apply the technique of Skelton to the

communication system of Ricci in order to provide a method for preventing operation of a

vehicle when the mobile-device based activities that would contribute to distract operation of the

vehicle are detected.
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 11

Art Unit: 2641

Regarding claim 9, Ricci as modified discloses asmodified a method for selectively

limiting a non-vehicle user input (figs. 2-3, 6A) source of a non- original equipment

manufacturer handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or

user interface 212, 248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-

0240), wherein the access request comprising a software license key (a user 216 may be allowed

to purchase applications (software, etc.) for the vehicle 104 and a device associated with the

vehicle 104based on information associated with the user account; in addition, a manufacturer

certified devices can be implemented by vendors that allow the vehicle software system to

validate whether or not a device is certified to operate with the vehicle 100; this software

includes a license key; paragraph 0243, 0399, 0567).

Regarding claim 11, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting a non-

vehicle user input (figs. 2-3, 6A) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer handheld

mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user interface 212,

248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-0240), wherein the

authentication data including at least one of: mobile station identification data; mobile

identification number data; international mobile subscribe identity data; andmanufacturer serial

number data (a user identification module 822 can identify a user within the vehicle; paragraph

0178-0179, 0241, 0533, 0603, 0620).

Regarding claim 12, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting a non-

vehicle user input (figs. 2-3, 6A) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer handheld

mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user interface 212,

248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-0240), wherein the
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 12

Art Unit: 2641

receiving the authentication data to identify (the user identification module 822 can retrieve user

characteristics, settings, profile information) the non-OEM handheld mobile device further

comprising: retrieving mobile device identification information (a user identification module 822

can identify a user within the vehicle) on a near field communication (the wireless signal sensors

758 may detect wireless signals from one ormore of a mobile phone, mobile computer, keyless

entry device, RFID device, near field communications device, and the like; paragraph 0352) with

the non-OEM handheld mobile device (the user identification module 822may then retrieve

characteristics or settings in a user profile and profile data based on the identity of the user;

paragraph 0567, 0296, 0603-0604).

Regarding claim 13, Ricci as modified discloses a method for selectively limiting a non-

vehicle user input (figs. 2-3, 6A) source of a non- original equipment manufacturer handheld

mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device: the device 212 or user interface 212,

248, can receive input orprovide information to a user 216; paragraph 0239-0240), wherein the

vehicle sensor data comprising at least one of: velocity sensor data (speed sensor; acceleration

sensor data); acceleration sensor data; wheel angle sensor data (wheel state sensor 660 to sense

one or more of vehicle speed, acceleration, deceleration); moisture sensor data; and transmission

shift sensor data (a gear controller sensor 672 to determine a current setting of the gear

controller; a brake sensor 676 to determine a current state; a safety system state sensors to

determine a current state of a vehicular safety system; paragraph 0318, 0320).

Regarding claims 14, 17, Ricci discloses a human machine interface control unit (figs. 2-

3, 6A) comprising: a wireless communication interface (the vehicle control system 204may

communicate with a device or user interface 212, 248; the user interface 212, 248 may be
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 13

Art Unit: 2641

operable to receive user input either through touch input, on one ormore user interface buttons,

via voice command, via one ormore image sensors, or through a graphical user interface that

mayinclude a gesture capture region; paragraph 0239) to service communication with a vehicle

network (paragraph 0240-0243); a processor coupled to the wireless communication interface,

the processor for controlling operations of the HMI control unit; and a memory coupled to the

processor, thememory (232, 244, 252) for storing data and program instructions used by the

processor (paragraph 0248-0249), wherein the processor being configured to execute instructions

stored in the memory to: sense (sensors 236, 242 ; the vehicle control system 204 may

communicate with a device or user interface 212, 248; the user interface 212, 248 may be

operable to receive user input either through touch input, on one ormore user interface buttons,

via voice command, via one ormore image sensors, or through a graphical user interface that

mayinclude a gesture capture region; paragraph 0239) the non-OEM handheld mobile device

with a vehicle network; determine (a switch state sensor 668 to determine a current activation or

deactivation state of the power source activation/deactivation switch 644, a transmission setting

sensor 670 to determine a current setting of the transmission (gear selection or setting), a gear

controller sensor 672 to determine a current setting of the gear controller; a brake sensor 676 to

determine a current state; a safety system state sensors to determine a current state of a vehicular

safety system; paragraph 0318) a vehicle state level based on vehicle sensor data accessed via

the vehicle network; when the vehicle state level indicates an increase in a likelihood of operator

distraction (paragraph 0323, 0590, 0598): retrieve (the vehicle control system retrieves a user

profile for the user based on the identity and the location of the user, wherein the user profile

includes one ormore settings associated with the user; the vehicle control system receiving an
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Application/Control Number: 15/230,621 Page 14

Art Unit: 2641

audible command from the user, wherein the audible command is one of the setting associated

with the user; and the vehicle control system modifying a function of the conveyance based on

the audible command; in addition, the databases or data stores may be a relational database,

retrieve data in response to specifically-formatted commands; paragraph 0261) a touch block

command for the non-OEM handheld mobile device (device 212, 248 can be a mobile device:

the device 212 or user interface 212, 248, can receive input or provide information to a user 216;

paragraph 0239-0240); and transmit (the function control module 2104 may then send commands

through the user interface module 2116 to change the function of one ormore user interfaces

2408 or other systems controlled by the video I/O interface 864, audio I/O interface 874; in

addition, the network transceiver 824 can include any device configured to transmit and receive

analog and/or digital signals; the media controller subsystem 348 may utilize a network

transceiver 824 in one ormore communication networks associated with the vehicle 104 to

receive and transmit signals via the communications channel; paragraph 0361, 0390) the touch

block command via the vehicle network, wherein the touch block command operates to block a

non-vehicle user input source of the non-OEM handheld mobile device (paragraph 0365-0367,

0373, 0323, 0425-0427, 0479, 0590, 0598).

However, Ricci does not specifically disclose the features of sensing a docking station of

a mobile device with a vehicle network.

On the other hand, Skelton from the same field of endeavor, discloses the features of a

system configured to control an operating state of a vehicle where the system includes a docking

station and a controller. The docking station is configured to receive a mobile device and coupled

to the mobile device using a hardwired connection. Sensors included in the docking station
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detect the continued presence of the mobile device in the docking station (paragraph 0164, 0170-

0171). In addition, the mobile device includes a mobile phone and the information includes a

SIM number, an IMEI number and a USB serial number. The controller is configured to

periodically poll the mobile device for the information (paragraph 0021-0022, 0117-0118).

Furthermore, the controller operates to receive the mobile-device ID from the mobile device. The

controller polls the mobile device 1302 to receive the mobile-device ID. The mobile device 1302

automatically communicates the mobile-device ID to the controller 1304 when the mobile device

1302 is docked and the controller 1304 is operational (fig. 13, fig. 20; paragraph 0159-0160). In

addition, the mobile device is first authenticated, and the controller compares the mobile-device

ID received from the mobile device 1302 with the mobile-device [Ds of authorized mobile

devices (paragraph 0161-0162). It is shown above that Skelton discloses a mobile device that is

docked to a vehicle network, and provides additional functionality to the other mobile device.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the artbefore the effective

filing date of the claimed invention wasmade to apply the technique of Skelton to the

communication system of Ricci in order to provide a method for preventing operation of a

vehicle when the mobile-device based activities that would contribute to distract operation of the

vehicle are detected.

Regarding claim 15, Ricci as modified discloses a human machine interface control unit

(figs. 2-3, 6A) wherein the vehicle sensor data comprising at least one of: velocity sensor data;

acceleration sensor data (speed sensor; acceleration sensor data); wheel angle sensor data (wheel

state sensor 660 to sense one or more of vehicle speed, acceleration, deceleration); moisture

sensor data; and transmission shift sensor data (a gear controller sensor 672 to determine a
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current setting of the gear controller; a brake sensor 676 to determine a current state; a safety

system state sensors to determine a current state of a vehicular safety system; paragraph 0318,

0320).

Regarding claim 16, Ricci as modified discloses a human machine interface control unit

(figs. 2-3, 6A) wherein the touch block command operates to limit the user input source to a

vehicle OEM human-machine interface device (paragraph 0239, 0248, 0365-0367).

Regarding claim 18, Ricci as modified discloses a human machine interface control unit

(figs. 2-3, 6A) wherein the authentication data including at least one of: mobile station

identification data (smart phone, mobile device: they include a mobile station identification data,

a mobile identification number; the wireless signal sensors 758 may detect wireless signals from

one ormore of a mobile phone, mobile computer, keyless entry device; paragraph 0352, 0153-

0154); mobile identification number data; international mobile subscribe identity data; and

manufacturer serial number data (a user identification module 822 can identify a user within the

vehicle; paragraph 0178-0179, 0241, 0533, 0603, 0620).

Regarding claim 19, Ricci as modified discloses a human machine interface control unit

(figs. 2-3, 6A) wherein the authentication data including a software license key (a user 216 may

be allowed to purchase applications (software, etc.) for the vehicle 104 and a device associated

with the vehicle 104based on information associated with the user account; in addition, a

manufacturer certified devices can be implemented by vendors that allow the vehicle software

system to validate whether or not a device is certified to operate with the vehicle 100; this

software includes a license key; paragraph 0243, 0399, 0567).
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Regarding claim 20, Ricci as modified discloses a human machine interface control unit

(figs. 2-3, 6A) wherein the processor being further configured to execute further instructions

stored in the memory to receive the authentication data to identify the non-OEM handheld

mobile device by: retrieving (the user identification module 822 can retrieve user characteristics,

settings, profile information) mobile device identification information (a user identification

module 822 can identify a user within the vehicle) via a near field communication (the wireless

signal sensors 758 maydetect wireless signals from one ormore of a mobile phone, mobile

computer, keyless entry device, RFID device, near field communications device, and the like;

paragraph 0352) with the non-OEM handheld mobile device (the user identification module 822

may then retrieve characteristics or settings in a user profile and profile data based on the identity

of the user; paragraph 0567, 0296, 0603-0604).

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication orearlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to MARCEAU MILORD whose telephone number is (571)272-

7853. Theexaminer can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using

a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is

encouraged to use theUSPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at

http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.
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Ifattempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Charles F. Appiah can be reached on 571-272-7904. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application orproceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application maybe obtained from the Patent

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications

maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

Marceau Milord
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 2641

/MARCEAU MILORD/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2641
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