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2025 government shutdown

The longest government shutdown in U.S. history is over. Here's what
you need to know

NOVEMBER 15, 2025 · 5:00 AM ET

Domenico Montanaro

This photo taken on Nov. 12 shows the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., the United States. The U.S. House of

Representatives on Wednesday night passed a Senate-approved spending package, ending the congressional

deadlock that led to the longest government shutdown in American history.

Hu Yousong/Xinhua via Getty Images

The government is back open.

It was the longest shutdown in U.S. history at 43 days.
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Sponsor Message

There are lots of questions about what this means, how we got here and where we
go from here. Let's answer some:

Why did it start?

The Democratic base has been urging its leaders to show more fight. Senate
Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer caught tremendous blowback in March for
doing an about-face and going along with Republicans to keep the government
open despite what the left saw as an odious spending bill.

When the latest funding fight came up, Schumer this time showed a united front
with House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries. Arm in arm, they refused to go
along with continuing to fund the government, and made the key issue extending
health care subsidies, which, if not extended, would mean tens of millions of
Americans would see their health care costs increased.

How did it end?

It ended without the health care extensions Democrats were fighting for. Eight
moderate senators crossed the aisle and indicated Sunday night that they had
struck a deal with Senate Republicans to reopen the government.

The reason they didn't hold out longer, this group said, was because it was
obvious President Trump and congressional Republicans weren't going to
negotiate, and too many people were suffering. The Trump administration —
correctly — gambled that enough Democrats would not be able to stomach the
amount of pain the administration was willing to inflict on the 42 million
recipients of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, and more
than 3 million federal workers.
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So what does the bill do?

The bill passed by Congress and signed by Trump funds the government until Jan.
30 with carveouts for SNAP, benefits targeted at women, infants and children, or
WIC, the Department of Veterans Affairs and Congress. Those will all be funded
until the end of September 2026.

It notably also tries to rectify the firings and loss of pay to federal workers,
although it's a leverage point the Trump administration could use again if the
government were to shut down again after Jan. 30.

There is also money for increased security for members of Congress, executive
branch officials, judges and Supreme Court justices. Several Republican members
were outspoken about this after the assassination of conservative activist Charlie
Kirk.

If the government is only funded until Jan. 30, does that mean there could
be another shutdown soon?

It's possible. It depends on a few things. What lessons do Democrats take out of
the shutdown? Does the fire within the base subside some between now and then?
And is there an actual vote on health care subsidies?

OK, so what about those health care subsidies?

It's not clear yet, but the lack of a negotiation on them likely means they will
expire unless enough moderate Republicans, feeling pressure in their districts,
cross over to strike a deal with Democrats — and that Republican leadership and
Trump go along with it.
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But that seems highly improbable — and tens of millions of people would see their
premiums go up.

If that's the case, what was the point of the shutdown?

That's a question a lot of people, especially those left of center, are asking. They
see what moderate Democrats did as caving to Republicans.

The reality is, though, the 8 moderate senators, who caucus with Democrats and
took this deal, didn't want to see regular people feel more unnecessary pain — and
they saw no hope for Republicans to compromise after what became the longest
government shutdown in U.S. history.

Democrats did accomplish something in this shutdown, though. They elevated the
issue of health care, and if Republicans block the extension of subsidies, then they
will likely own increased health care costs in voters' minds.

What does this mean for federal workers and flight delays?

Government workers will get back to work, and recent mass layoffs are to be
reversed. Furloughed workers were missing paychecks.

As far as airports, there are already signs of easing, but it will likely be several
days or more until everything will get back to normal. Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy noted that more air traffic controllers are heading back to work, but in
the very short term, flight reductions at some major airports will continue.

Were there any surprises?
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Yes, there were a few. First, there's drama around a provision slipped in the bill
that would allow senators to sue the Justice Department for $500,000 each, if
they were subject to subpoenas or had their phone records accessed as a result of
DOJ's Jan. 6 investigation.

House Republicans pledged to pass a resolution repealing that provision, but
there's no guarantee of that or that the Senate will go along.

There was also a clash about hemp regulation between two Republican senators
from the same state. The disagreement between Kentucky Sens. Mitch McConnell
and Rand Paul got pretty heated.

The bill also shines a light on how hundreds of local projects are funded — from
the purchasing of equipment for a college in the Virgin Islands, the establishing of
a veterinary doctorate program in Maryland, urban forest conservation in Texas
and asbestos abatement in Alaska to funding for local hospitals, rural community
facilities, youth centers, fire stations, and so, so much more. It's earmarks —
funding not voted on or allocated through the formal appropriations process but
tacked on in spending bills — that pay for all of these things.

One day, there will be a vet that will say he or she got a degree from the
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore — and it'll all be because of the funding
deal to reopen the government.

Ah, democracy.

Is there a guarantee on a health care vote?

No. The moderate Senate Democrats, who crossed over to open the government,
thought so, but House Speaker Mike Johnson said shortly after the deal was
reached that he wouldn't commit to a vote.

Whether the vote happens or not, if health care subsidies are not extended, it will
be because of Republicans — and that will mean they will own higher health care
costs heading into an election year.
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What does this mean for the Epstein files?

The end of the shutdown meant the swearing in of Adelita Grijalva, a Democrat,
who won a special election in Arizona replacing her late father.

That's key because she signed onto a discharge petition trying to compel the
Justice Department to release the files associated with convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein, and her support gave a majority to those who want to see them
released. Johnson, who is close to Trump, has argued compelling the release is not
necessary — though the president has made clear he does not want them released
in full and his Justice Department has not taken public steps to do so.

Even if it passes, though, it will largely likely be symbolic. The Senate is unlikely
to get the required 60 votes. Trump would, of course, like it to fail in the House.
Colorado Republican Rep. Lauren Boebert, one of three Republicans who have
also signed the discharge petition, met in the White House Situation Room,
apparently about Epstein. Boebert did not remove her name even after the
meeting.

The day the shutdown ended, more investigative materials were released from the
House Oversight Committee, including a leak from committee Democrats pointing
specifically to emails from Epstein's estate, showing Epstein implying that Trump
knew about the girls.

Any day Trump is talking about Epstein is not a good day for the White House.

Who winds up with the political advantage out of the shutdown?

Democrats really upset their base — again. Progressives continue to feel like they
get rolled by party leaders. At the end of the day, though, Democrats are likely the
ones who got the most out of the shutdown and will have the advantage in the
midterm elections.
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Consider that Democrats are coming off huge wins across the country earlier this
month in the off-year elections. The central issue in those elections was
affordability. And through the shutdown, they elevated the issue of health care.

The party and its candidates will likely be able to campaign on both of those
issues next year, and with Republicans in charge, that will help Democrats — if
they can mend fences with their base, that is.

government shutdown
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Air traffic controllers promised fast shutdown pay, but they've been told that before

2025 GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

'Thrilled to be open': Smithsonian and other museums welcome visitors back
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'We were gone far too long.' House members reflect on longest shutdown

2025 GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The government shutdown is over, but not everything is back to normal
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Gretchen Whitmer says it's not 'paranoia' to fear Trump disrupting elections
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Polyester clothing has been causing a stir online. But how valid are the concerns?

PERFORMING ARTS

Here's who's canceled their Kennedy Center performances since Trump took over
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Trump says U.K. return of Chagos Islands to Mauritius is reason to acquire Greenland

EUROPE

'The miracle': A 6-year-old walked away from the train wreck that killed her family
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Sheinbaum reassures Mexico after US military movements spark concern
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Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey have been subpoenaed by the DOJ
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ASEAN won't endorse election in military-ruled Myanmar, Malaysia says
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The divorce between the U.S. and WHO is final this week. Or is it?

WORLD

Trump's Board of Peace has several invited leaders trying to figure out how it'll work

Milwaukee Electric Tool Corporation
Ex-1035

Page 16 of 18

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/g-s1-106126/trump-world-health-organization-withdrawal
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/g-s1-106126/trump-world-health-organization-withdrawal
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/g-s1-106126/trump-world-health-organization-withdrawal
https://www.npr.org/sections/global-health/
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/g-s1-106126/trump-world-health-organization-withdrawal
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/nx-s1-5682816/trumps-board-of-peace-has-several-invited-leaders-trying-to-figure-out-how-itll-work
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/nx-s1-5682816/trumps-board-of-peace-has-several-invited-leaders-trying-to-figure-out-how-itll-work
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/nx-s1-5682816/trumps-board-of-peace-has-several-invited-leaders-trying-to-figure-out-how-itll-work
https://www.npr.org/sections/world/
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/nx-s1-5682816/trumps-board-of-peace-has-several-invited-leaders-trying-to-figure-out-how-itll-work


WORLD

Researchers find Antarctic penguin breeding is heating up sooner

WORLD, REORDERING

As Trump dismantles the existing world order, his version is still taking shape
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