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: the act of characterizing FREE TRIAL TODAY

especially : the artistic representation (as in fiction or drama) of human character or
motives

the author's characterizc
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The reporter was criticized for his characterization of the people of the town as poor
and uneducated.
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News reporting requires accurate characterization.

The class discussed the author's characterization of the boy as someone who wanted
to be accepted by others.

The story has good characterization.
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Tournament director Stacey Allaster objects to that sort of characterization.
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Howard Fendrich, Chicago Tribune, 18 Aug. 2025
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After being expelled from the Writers Guild of America Friday for allegedly violating
strike rules, Park Chan-wook and his writing partner Don McKellar have pushed back
on the union's characterization of their actions on The Sympathizer in 2023. o
Katie Campione, Deadline, 12 Aug. 2025
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But such characterizations, drenched in presentist moral narcissism, do a grave

disservice to the reality on the ground and the countless lives Truman undoubtedly

saved.

Josh Hammer, MSNBC Newsweek, 8 Aug. 2025
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Etymology

see CHARACTER entry 1

First Known Use

1841, in the meaning defined above

Time Traveler

The first known use of characterization was in 1841
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self-characterization
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acclimatisation acclimatization acidification
actualization annualization autocorrelation
autoregulation beatification beneficiation
biodegradation biotransformation bureaucratization
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CharaCterizatiOH noun

char-ac-ter-i-za-tion kar-ik-ta-ra-'za-shan «)

1 :the act of characterizing

2 :the creation of characters (as in a book or play)
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