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Application/Control Number: 17 /530,01 8 
Art Unit: 1652 

Notice of Pre-A/A or A/A Status 

Page 2 

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under 

the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

Detailed Action 
Claims 1-17 are pending in this application and are now under consideration. 

Priority 
This application is a CON of 16/997, 133 filed on 08/19/2020 now US Patent 

11,560,577, which is a CON of 16/287,290 filed on 02/27/2019 now US Patent 

10,781,465, which is a CON of 15/787,448 filed on 10/18/2017 now US Patent 

10,260,078, which is a DIV of 15/445,254 filed on 02/28/2017 now US Patent 9,834,802 

and applicants' claim for the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) to the Provisional 

Applications: 62/302,421 filed on 03/02/2016; 62/336,989 filed on 05/16/2016; and 

62/413,240 filed on 10/26/2016 is acknowledged. 

Information disclosure statement 
The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 04/07/22, 09/01/22 and 

02/16/23 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the IDS 

statements are considered and initialed by the examiner. 

Double Patenting rejection 
The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 

doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a paten t 

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness­

type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not 
identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the 

reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or 

would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 

1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 

2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Langi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re 
Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 

USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 

1969). 
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