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I J. HOW TO USE lHE 
l=J DICTIONARY 

To look up an entry in The 
American Henrage o,cuona,y of 
the English Language, use the 
search window above. For best 
results, after typing in the word, 
click on the ''Search• button 
instead of using the "enter" key. 

Some compound words (like bus 
rapid tt.ansir, dog whisrle, or 
identity I/Jeff) don1 appear on 
the drop..cjown list when you 
type them in the search bar. For 

best results with compound 
words, place a quotation mark 
before the compound word in 
the search window. 

GUTDF. m THJi, OICTIONARV► 

~ lHE USAGE PANEL 

The Usage Panel is a group of 
nearly 200 prominent scholars, 
creative writers, journalists, 

diplomats, and others in 
cxx:upations requiring mastery of 
language. Annual sur.oeys have 
gauged the acceptability ol 
particular usages and 
grammatical constructions. 

THE. l'ANEI..J.STS ► 

The 

AVlERICA.: dictionary HERITAGE' 

be·tween • (hi-,wi:n' ) 

prep. 

adv. 

1. 

Share: 

a. In or thtaugh the position or interval separating: between the trees; between 11 
o'cwck and 12 o'clock. 
b. lntermediate to, as in quantity, amount, or degree: Tt cost.s between 15 and 20 
dollars. 

2. C_.onnecting spatially: a railraad between the two cities. 
3. Associating or uniting in a reciprocal action or relationship: on agreement between 
workers and managemuit; a certain resemblance between the two stories. 
4. In confidence restricted to: Between you ,ind me, he is not qualified. 
5. 

a. By the combined effort or effect of: Behveen them they succeeded. 
b. 1n the comhined ownership of: They had only a Jew dollars betwee,i them. 

6. & measured against. Often used to express a reciprocal relationship: choose between 
riding and walking. 

In an intermediate space, position, or time; in the interim. 
Idioms: 
in between 

In an intermediate situation: M y roommates disagreed and I was caught in between. 
in between times 

During an intervening period; in the meantime: has written several books and leaches in 
between times. 

(Middle English bitwene, from Old English betweDnum; see d wo-in the Appendix oflndo­
Europea.n roots. J 

batwaan'na&s tL 

Usage Note: The - tween in helween comes from the same lndo-F.uropean root that 
gave us two, twain, and duo, and the - mongof ,1mongcomes from an Old English word 
that meant "crowd~ or "throng." [tis thus unsurprising that a traditional rule requires 
belween to be used only for sentences invohring two items and am,mg for sentences 
involving more than two. Indeed, in sentences involving two items, no rule is needed; 
native English speakers spontaneously use between (as in the differences between I not 
among} kamle and judo) . But when there are more than two items, practice is mixed. 
Many careful writers obscn,·e a more subtle distinction, using among when the sentence 
refers lo the entitie.~ collectively or as a mass, a~ in There were m:wyoul,i/l:mdi11g playerJ 
among the team.., in the quarterfinal round or A thi.'ltle is growing among the roses, but 
preferring between when the sentence refers to relationships invohing particular pairs of 
entities from within the group, as in J.i.'e haven't yet assigned the n1atchups belwee11 teams 
i11 the quarterfinal mund or I have sand hell"fet:11 my toes. ln such sentences, the t.,.:oness 
of benvcen has not, so to speak, been lost in the crowd-the pairings within the larger 
group are impo rtant lo the meaning of the sentence and th us influence the writer's choice 
of preposition. 

The American Heritage® Dictionary of Uie English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ~ 2022 by 
HarperCollins Puhlishers. All right,; reserved. 

lndo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices 

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to 
reconstructed proto-languages. You can obtain more information aboul these fonns in our 
online appendices: 

lndo-European Roots 

Semitic Routs 

The lndo-European appendix covers nearly half o1 the lndo•European roots that have left their 
mark on English words, A more complete treatment o1 lndo•European roots and the English 
words derived from them is available in our Dictionary oflndo-Europcan Roots. 
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G~ AMERICAN HERITAGE 
B DICTIONARY APP 

The new American Heritage 
Dictionary app Is now available 
for iOS and Android. 

r::;> THE AMERICAN 
c_jHERITAGE 

DICTIONARY BLOG 

The articles in our blog examine 
new words, revised definitions, 
interesting images from the fifth 
edHion, discussions of usage. 
and more. 

THE l00 WORDS' 

See word lists from the best­
selling 100 Words Series! 

l'L'ID ou r MU.RI!! ► 

G~ INTERESTED IN 
L:..)I DICTIONARIES? 

Check out the Dictionary Society 
of Nor1h America at 
http:/twww.dictionarysociety.com 
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