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I, N. Ryan Mess, declare that:

1. { have been emploved by Little Giant Ladder Systoms LLO ("Little Giant™)
in g variety of postiions, beginning in manufacturing i 1984 and continuing to advance
in roles of increasing responsibility wntil I became CEO in 2008, arole [ sitdll hold today.
I am well-versed m the history of the company and in the state of the ladder industry in

general.

=2

1 am the current President of the Awmerican Ladder Institute (AL | also
regidarly attend industry conferences including those held by the American Ladder
mstitute (ALL)L ditend focus groups and costomer meetings, including annuwal ling
reviews, and play a role both at Litile Grant aud ALL v promwoting safety durniog Ladder

Safety Month every March, Al of these thangs keep we abreast of developments in the
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peeds of our customers, partners, and competitors. It has therefore been an extensive part
of my life’s work to see and respond to aeeds in the ladder marketplace,

3. Thave actively contributed to, and have been histed as an wventor on, more
than 40 ladder and chmbing equipment patents, with other patents pending.

4. I have spent my entire professional career in the ladder industry and have
4 yvears of expericnce with ladders and climbing equipment.

5. LONG-FELT BUT UNMET NEED

O, There has been a long-felt but uranet need for the dnvention clatmed v the
present application (U.8, Patent Application 18/490.7135),

7. Little Giant, formerly known as a DBA of Wing Enterprises, Inc., has heen
a pioneot, tnnovater, and market leader in ladder technologies sinee the 1970s. From the
introduction of the original articulating tadder, coined the “Little Giant” ladder by Harold
. “Hal” Wing, totoday, Liftlie Giant has been at the forefront of ladder development and
deployvment around the world. While weorking with Little Giant and while ander my
feadership, Thave overseen the development and launch of a vartely ol innovative ladder
products such as the Sumostance, Hyperhite, SelectStep, and RKug Kombo products,

&. Throughout my many yvears of expensence i this wndustry, Thave monitored
and responded {o how costomers have sought out ways toostore, hold, hang, and otherwise
support tools and other eguipment while they use ladders from elevaited positions.

Q. Over this tune, we at Little Giant have produced offerings 1o serve this

need, including by providing ladders compatible with or including tool-supporting top
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caps (e.g., for the A-Force!, King Kombo 2.0%, Paint Pro®, or Xtra-Lite Plus®* ladders),
cargo bags (e.g., the Cargo Hold” tool holder accessory), table/tray attachments (e.g., the
AirDeck Workstation®,), bucket accessories (e.g., the Fuel Tank’, or Loot Box?®), tool tray

accessories (e.g., the Articulating Ladder Tool Tray”, Quad Pod', or Tool Tray XI.'1),

U \ebsite for “A-Force Ladder;™ Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed I'7 June 2024, available at

- R g [
vedadder

ht\;.) .‘\,\;v\z‘\»\l i NIVE {\i'«lct‘;(

2 Website for “King Kombo 2.0.” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available

Fhams - Svernarie TaE  bee i Tirg v hovrens brs et a2 sayer. b pveen by SFL 13
at hitnaDewe ittlegiw lersenmiredustsonnkumbe-2:8

3 Website for “Paint Pro,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

Sdveeas oo e 7§ P A3
hitns w1 laddersconvnroduds/vuinbore-pamters lagder

4 Website for “Xtra-Lite Plusg,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

1 3 ] Yoos vk i
iergcony/oroduaiyiata iteaplus

dorsconvumduaisioaree- bold-dladden ol holder.

S Website for “AirDeck Workstation,” Little Giant Ladder Svstems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024,

available at it winreducty/aindeckoworkstativn

" Website for “Fuel Tank,” Little Giant Ladder Svstems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

T A TRE NI Ty ST
O BTG S TS - T AT

5 sy ok
FEbey e S ir\:‘:';‘: i
SRS AN WV ,Ji, leﬁuﬂu BALLEEA 3 s

& Website for “Loot Box,” Little:Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

Ak eier i T b T i
Biseswww liitdeciiniladders somoradusts oot

® Website for “Articulating Ladder Tool Tray,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June

w-laddeitoal-duay

2024, available at hiips s Uitlegiandindders comipre

0 Wehsite for “Quad Pod,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available-at

dtem S Narsarsay
BRDE A WWhE

IS.A0n :,}10\1\‘\{»'\'\“&{3\,&‘3\ \1

W website for “Tool Tray XL.,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

3

‘5’

altmay "f»’ il CEl rantladd ST LDy w/mrodugisiiee sad
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organizers (e.g., the Vertical Organizer'?), bags (e.g., the Saddle Bag'?).

10.  Example images of some of these products are shown below,

Little Giant Cargo Hold

Little Giant Articulating Ladder Tool Tray

12 Website for “Vertical Organizer,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024,

p St 3.3 . ey F g e Sy b A e i b e B i e
otiaddere somZurpdugdaivereal- Ordasise

gvailableat hitos/fwwew LIt

13 Website for “Saddle Bag, Tool.Bag Accessory for CAGE,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC,

accessed 17 June 2024, available at hittns /v Mt eniantiodders conproducisiiaddis-bae togl-hag.

LS

oy ey i S s L et Ao e EE
agoessarv-torsgagealovaindenclosedinlatior
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Little Giant AirDeck Waorkstation

Little Giant Vertical Organizer
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Litde Giant Paint Pro

Little Giant King Kombo 2.0
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11.  Thave observed overthe years how Little Giant’s competitors have likewise
recognized and attemipted to fill the need to hang or support tools at the tops of ladders.
In some non-limiting examples, Werner Co. (“Werner™) has developed and offers for sale
ladders with tool-supporting top caps (e.g., the LOCKTOP or HolsterTop ladders '),
ladder-attachable tool bags (e.g., the Lock-In Tool Bag'), ladder-attachable tool supports
(e.g., the Lock-In ToolLasso'® and Utility Hook!” or Paint Can Hook'®), cups (e.g., the
Lock-Tn Paint Cup'® or Lock-In Job Caddy?®), and tool support shelves/trays (e.g., the
Molded Plastic Pail Shelf*!).,

12.  Likewise, Louisville Ladder (“Louisville™), another long-standing

" Website for “6FT TYPE IAA FIBERGLASS STEP LADDER 7306,” WerrierCo., accessed 17 June

\:‘.‘:\

2024, available at hitps MOwww wermsiso.oomiuny sobsdaddereistepsladders 300 Sertes /730

website for “6FT TYPE IA FIBERGLASS STEP LADDER 6206, WernerCo., accessed 17 June 2024,

v Vel Ny o SN
v-iadders B2 00 Serias/ 8208,

available at ims/fwww wernercocomiuynrodunisadderss

B Website for “LOCK-IN TOOL BAG ACBAGLS,” Wermerlo., accessed 17 June 2024, available at

R i ' Ty 1 e Aot 73 e ~ T X N R
hWitos heww. vermersc.oony us/orody ddersfladder-agnessories/LocksinSeriesAUBAG LS

¥ Website for “LOCK-IN TOOLLASSO ACSS-TL.” WernerCo., accessed 17 June 2024, available-at

i oy . R e

- - SN RTINS L S £ S T3 S : 5 iR
Wtewlrwyosemmeree.sonyisredustyladderyladder-aveessarissLoek-dnSenes AL - TL

7 Website for*LOCK-IN UTILITY HOOK ACS56-UH,” WernerCo., accessed. 17 June 2024, available at

Htegdbrww osemeren.conyius/orodustyadderyladdeascenaniss/Losk-dnSenesy/ AL R

18 Website for “AC2Z0 PAINT CAN HOOK,” WemerCo., accessed. 17 June 2024, available at

B T e o e
WEWTWIW W TR GE G G

SR s STRpE: Tt S N N W
sitadider-aucess

¥ 3Website for “LOCK-IN PAINT ¢UP AC27‘-—P,” WernerZo., accessed 17 Jung 2024 available at

e i
¥

HineSwww werneren comdusprodusiyladderylndderasoensoriny Lok -InNenes/AL2 7P

0 Website for “LOCK-IN JOB CADDY ACS54-1€,” WernerCo., accessed 17 Tune 2024, available at

Yudder-aseesssrieybork- Inderies/ 8L B0

z4

¥, '/' 3
ol s NErLo SRl Bred

2 wWebsite for “76-2 MOLDED PLASTIC PAIL SHELFE.,” WernerCo., accessed 17 June 2024, dvailable

at httws/Awww o werierso. com/aaroaduets/addsrgliagde
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parﬁ cipant in the ladder market, offers modularly replaceable tool-supporting t::rp Caps
(e.z, Top Kit FF1500%), ladders with tool-supporting top caps (eg, AS2104%%), and
sitnilar devices.

13,  Example images from Wemer and Lowmsnlle products listed above are

shown bel owr,

Werner Lock-In Tool Bag

Wrahsite for “TOPEIT FS 15007 Loniswille Laddey, Inc, accessed 17 June 2024, availsh le at
; an pattnacsanansstnn e S LA LRs

¥ Website for “LOVISVILLE LADDER 4-FOOT ALUMINUM STEF LADDER, TYFE I, 230-POUHD
LOAD CAPACITY, 4521047 Louisville Ladder, Inc., accessed 17 June 2024, availahle at
}‘t;t-%nfﬁi‘f‘:’{{g&i*ﬁ?‘itiﬁi;&éﬁﬂt’)""1“:‘1:?"F@i@g‘t‘-‘;.f‘;feﬁﬂi&&i{@l‘f?f‘}ﬂ‘i‘(‘:fi villshddendfuhulainuasiandadds

25 Gmmmnd loadeospanibras Rl (A did= A 5 2108

4258231452800
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App. No: 18/490,715

-In ToolLasso

Werner Lock

Werner Molded Plastic Pail Shelf
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Louisville Ladder 4-Foot Aluminum Step Ladder, Type I (AS2104)

4858-3314-5290\1
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14.  The above-listed Little Giant devices and competitor devices represent
recent iterations of a broader array of similar tool support options that have been offered
to customers for decades to address the customer’s need to organize and support tools at
the top end of a ladder. There has been, and continues to be, a long-felt need in the
marketplace for such tool support options;

15.  Although many of these tool support solutions are offered for various
purposes, most apply fo step ladders with top caps and remarkably few solutions have
been devised to support tools from the top of a multi-position/articulating ladder (e.g.,
the Little Giant 1A 22 or other multi-position ladders™). Storage and support of tools at
the top ends of those types of ladders has been a more difficult need to meet, where ladder
designers typically leave only rungs and hinge components. Ladder makers have tended
to eschew modification of parts such as rungs and hinge components due to safety and
reliability concerns. Little Giant has developed solutions such as the Cargo Hold* tool
holder accessory or trays/platforms that extend between the rails and rungs of a multi-
position/articulating ladder. However, there has remained a need for tool hanging options
at the top of multi-position articulating ladders that would not take up the space between
the rails along the rungs as do solutions such as cargo trays and tool bags. Until the
developments disclosed in the present application, this need remamed unfulfilled. Despite

my years of experience, I have no knowledge, beyond information already provided to

# Wehsite for “Multi-Position Ladders,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, aceessed 17 June 2024,

; Fadtrva ity erenyr VAT e sy b bt pe s ey Fr ey Tev b B T iy
avatlable at ftosrwee ittesiantiadders com/oalisotiony/mulii-pesition-ladds:

% Website for “Cargo Hold,” Little Giant Ladder Systems LLC, accessed 17 June 2024, available at

R R - FRPTRSTSN S C PRSNGSRS BURRE ST JRERY v A SRR, REn S, 233 ladRee tmat ot
htnodwww bulesagladdery convorodudis/varee-beld-laddertonl-holder
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the United Btates Patent and Trademark Office, of any other ladder manufacturer
attemipting to adapt and use the hinge assembly and/or hinge butinns on multi-position
articnlating ladders forthe purpose of hanging or stovage ol tools prior to the development
of our mvention. To my knowledge. al the time of the filing of the predent application,
only other types of storage solutions have been attempted by Little Giant and other ladder
makers.

6. NON-OBVIOUS INVENTION

17, Adding tool-hanging capabilities to hinge buottonsg was not a simple or
ohvious exeretse, eveirfor those of us skilled inthe art ofthe mochanies of ladders. For
example, the invenlions claimed 1n the preseni application reguired substantial
development resources. We had to identily a bread hist of relevant use cases, develop
project goals, iterate on the design, test five prototypes, and consult with manufacturing
partners multiple fimes.  In all, the project required over a vear's worth of product
development which incinded design, prototyping, and testing from ivception in
confidentially sending oul engineering drawings to begin manufacturing. T affirm that
the developmeunt of the wventions of the claime of the presont application wonld not have
been an obvious, simple, or routine exercise to g person having ordinary skdl in the art.

18, COPYING AND/OR NEAR SIMULTANEQUS INVENTION

19, Fmally, 1 atiest to the now-obviousness of the invention of the present
application o view ol copying and/or conteraporaneous wvention by at least ove of Tattle
Glant's competitors.

200 Lile Giant confidentislly sont engineering drawings o, and had

confidential marutacturing discussions with, al least two manufacturing vendors in Ching

4858-331 4,520
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in May of 2022. Little Giant selected one of the vendors as our manufacturing partner,
and thev started tooling the design in July 2022.

21.  The concept was then confidentially pitched to a major retail partner of ours
in the summer/early fall of 2022, and a confidential sample was provided to them in or
about February 2023.

22. On 19 May 2023, Brian Russell, a Little Giant engineer, visited the
manufacturing veéndor in China to which we had previously shown our invention and that
we had not selected as our partner for this project. Mr. Russell reported to me that he
observed a competing button for a tool hanging product that was being produced by that
manufacturing partner for a competitor of ours, Tricam Industries (“Tricam™). The
product being produced included a slot on a hinge button/handle for hanging tools. Ithus
became aware of a competitor copying features of our design, apparently because they
recetved access to the confidential disclosure we provided to our non-selected
manufacturing partner.

23, Shorily thereafter, I observed the competing hinge button product being
sold in Home Depot Stores and marketed by Tricam as the Gorilla Ladders “GMPXA-14
14 FT. REACH MPXA ALUMINUM MULTI-POSITION LADDER WITH
INTEGRATED TOOL HANGERS?.” T also accessed a promotional image of the product
on the Tricam website prior to the filing 19 October 2023 filing date of the present

application, which appeared as shown below.

6 Website for “14 FT. REACH MPXA ALUMINUM MULTI-POSITION LADDER WITH
INTEGRATED TOOL HANGERS, 300 LBS. LOAD CAPACITY,” Gorilla, accessed 17 June 2024,

avatlable at Bipevonilamads oonvpoductiomose: b

4858-3314-529011.
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GORILLA

! LADDERS

Image of the GMPXA-14 ladder marketing materials promoting “Tool Hangers” on
hinge buttons

24,  Multi-position/articulating ladders have been on the market for decades,

and tool hanging solutions for ladders have been on the market for decades., vet

substantially immediately after our disclosure to a manufdacturing partner, one of our main

competitors started produeing a product located on a ladder hinge button and serving the

purpose of hanging tools. Thus, based on my knowledge of the facts, timing, and

4858-3314-529011
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circumstances surrounding Little Giant’s development and disclosure of features of our
invention, the Tricam “integrated tool hangers™ are evidence of copying of our concept
by a competitor, or are at least evidence of near-simultaneous invention, both of which
establish the non-obviousness of the claims of the present application.

25.  In my professional opinion, the absence of any solutions for hinge button
tool hanging, followed by immediate copying of the idea by a Little Giant competitor
upon apparently receiving access to our concept, shows without question that the
inventions of our claims were not obvious at the time the application was filed.

26. 1 fturther declare that all statemients made hercin of myv own knowledge are
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under section 1001
of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may

jeopardize the validity of the above-referenced application or any patent issuing thereon.

24/06/2024

Date

CEO
Little Giant Ladder Systems, LLC

4858-3314-529011.
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