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i, N. Ryan Maoss, declare that

rrn annd reincorporate wy previows declaration filed 25 Joly 2034 i

i { veat
the present application,

ed in the

2. Thore has been @ fong-felt but unmet need for the lovention claim
prosent apphcation. As [ explained in my provieus declargtion, the industry has long

ting storgge selutions for ladder asers at the op ends oy

ped to moeet the need of proy 10

hinge areas of mult-position/articniating ladders.
5 Fam one of the Inventors named in the present application and in UL, Patent
Application Publication No, 2008/02298%18 1o Moss, which has now been ciled in a
refoction of the present application by the Examinsy, As such, | bave persenal knowledgs
of the selting and circumsiances of the inventions W each of these patent applications,

Moss reference did not

spneiic hinge buffons described in
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folt aeed for storvage oplions wr arficelating ladders. The
magnetic buitonpy were maplomentsd in ladders {ov many vears, but wzers were not
satizfied with and 8id not highly value the magnetic button features. Since the magnetic
buttons wore more costly o manafactore than buttons withou! magnetic fentures, we
discontinued offering magnelic bufons on ladders In the mud 2010s. The need for

effeciive ways to support tools at the top of an articulating Iadder rernained unmet, despite

the existence of the magnetic buttons disclosed In the Moss reference and sold to

cusiomers
3. { am not aware of any devices from competitors that inchuded hinge button
support features, inclading magoeiis buttons, sven afler wo wers offering magnetic

buttons for sale, The magnetic buttons disclosed in the Moss reference were publicly
known for over 18 vears before we developed the vention of the present application,
fhuring that time, no compstitor devices were produced with waguetic bottons Hke the

sference added to huttons. Ths work and

f' ]

doss reference, nor were brackeis hke the Ng v
time required to design and Umplemernt the hings butfon sssemblies of the present
apphication was considerahie, bat that tUme 18 only a fraction of a decade. The ladder
industry 13 very competilive, and owr competitors keep watch over swr indelieciual
property, inchuding patent Bhngs, IF it had been obvious to modify the magnetic buiton

of the Moss reforence tn view of Ng, they hkely would have seen the Muoss reference.

Yet, ne competitor modified the buttons of Maoss {oy any hinge buttons for that matier) to

inciude brackets such as those in Ng uniil we developed and implemented 1 in 2022, The

tong-felt need for offective support at the top end of sn wrticulating ladder remained

praatisfisd before the invention of the current application.
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&, in my professional opinion, the absence of any solutions for hinge button

teol hanging, followed by lvunediate copying of the idea by a Little (riant competiter

upon apparently  recelving access o ouwr coneept, as @ explained in my previous

declaration and as explained in connection with the Declaration of Brian B, Russell, filed

berewith, shows without question that the inventions of our claims weare nol obvious at

the time the gpphivation was filed.

7 I further declare that all statements mads herein of my own knowledge are

true snd that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be {vue; and

further

>

that these staterpents were made with the knowledge that williul false statements

and the ke 3o made are ponishable by fine or imprisonmend or both ander section 1001

of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may

jeopardize the validity of the above-referenced applicalion or any patent issuing thereon.
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