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MOUNTING DEVICE FOR WALL - MOUNTED mounting devices and methods for hanging wall - mounted 
ARTICLES articles via such mounting devices . The following descrip 

tion of various embodiments of mounting devices , wall 
PRIORITY CLAIM mounted articles and methods represent example embodi 

5 ments and is not to be construed in any way as limiting the This application is a continuation of International Patent subject matter of the appended claims . Application No. PCT / US2018 / 035699 filed Jun . 1 , 2018 , According to one embodiment , a mounting device for which designates the United States and claims priority to hanging wall - mounted articles is provided herein with a U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 62 / 514,193 , filed specially configured bracket and fastener . In general , the Jun . 2 , 2017 10 bracket may be described as having a raised center portion 
BACKGROUND arranged between two side portions formed integral and 

contiguous with the raised center portion , and the fastener 
1. Field of the Disclosure may be described as having a flattened head and a shaft 

extending there from . As described in more detail below , the 
This disclosure relates to mounting devices for wall- 15 flattened head of the fastener is configured to slidably 

mounted articles and , more particularly , to mounting devices engage with the raised center portion of the bracket , such 
that maintain wall - mounted articles in a desired location and that once engaged and used to hang an article on a wall or 
orientation once hung . other mounting surface , the mounting device may prevent 

the wall - mounted article from deviating from a desired 
2. Description of the Relevant Art 20 orientation ( i.e. , may prevent the wall - mounted article from 

becoming crooked ) once hung . To enable such engagement , 
The following descriptions and examples are provided as embodiments of the bracket disclosed herein may be pro 

background only and are intended to reveal information that vided with a notched opening extending from a bottom edge 
is believed to be of possible relevance to the present inven- of the raised center portion toward a mid - point of the raised 
tion . No admission is necessarily intended , or should be 25 center portion . 
construed , that any of the following information constitutes When the flattened head of the fastener is slidably 
prior art impacting the patentable character of the subjected engaged with the raised center portion of the bracket , the 
matter claimed herein . shaft of the fastener extends out through the notched open 

There are many different types of mounting devices ing of the raised center portion . The notched opening in the 
available for mounting or hanging articles , such as frames , 30 raised center portion of the bracket may be generally con 
mirrors , art , bulletin boards , clocks and other wall - mounted figured for receiving and guiding the shaft of the fastener as 
articles , on a vertical surface , such as a wall . These include the flattened head of the fastener is slid underneath the raised 
various forms of hooks , brackets , wires and bores , which are center portion . In order to receive the shaft of the fastener , 
typically used in conjunction with traditional nails , screws , a diameter of the notched opening may be slightly larger 
bolts , etc. Some wall - mounted articles are commercially 35 than a diameter of the shaft of the fastener . To guide the shaft 
available with mounting devices pre - installed onto the of the fastener , the diameter of the notched opening may be 
article . This may increase the packaging size of such articles , substantially consistent along a majority of a length of the 
in some cases . When mounting devices are pre - installed notched opening . In some embodiments , the fastener may be 
onto an article , the consumer may be unable to choose an a nail having two shafts extending from the flattened head , 
alternative orientation for hanging the article , and / or may be 40 and the bracket may include a pair of notched openings , each 
unable to use an alternative mounting device more suitable configured for receiving and guiding the two shafts of the 
to his / her needs . Other commercially available wall- nail when the flattened head of the nail is slid underneath the 
mounted articles are provided with a mounting device , raised center portion of the bracket . 
which the consumer installs on the back of the article prior In one embodiment , a lower surface of the raised center 
to hanging . 45 portion of the bracket may be elevated above a lower surface 

In either case ( i.e. , articles provided with pre - installed or of the two side portions . The raised center portion of the 
separate mounting devices ) , the mounting devices provided bracket may be provided with a first pair of opposing 
with such articles typically use traditional fasteners , such as sidewalls , and the flattened head of the fastener may be 
nails , screws , bolts etc. , for attaching the articles to a wall . provided with a second pair of opposing sidewalls . When the 
One problem with such mounting devices is that additional 50 flattened head of the fastener is slidably engaged with the 
tools , such as a hammer , screw driver , etc. , are often required raised center portion of the bracket , each one of the second 
to insert such fasteners into the wall . Once a fastener is pair of opposing sidewalls may be arranged adjacent and 
inserted , it can be difficult to blindly align the mounting parallel to a respective one of the first pair of opposing 
device onto the wall - mounted fastener . Another problem sidewalls . This configuration prevents the bracket from 
with such mounting devices is that they often fail to maintain 55 pivoting around the fastener to increase the likelihood that 
the wall - mounted article at the desired orientation . For the wall - mounted article will remain in the desired orienta 
example , actions such as dusting , bumping into walls or tion once hung . 
slamming doors often disturb wall - mounted articles , causing The upper surface of the flattened head of the nail and the 
them to be crooked or skewed from the desired orientation . lower surface of the raised center portion of the bracket may 
A need , therefore , exists for a mounting device for hang- 60 be provided with a variety of different shapes . In some 

ing wall - mounted articles that overcomes the disadvantages embodiments , the upper surface of the flattened head and the 
of commercially available devices . lower surface of the raised center portion may be provided 

with substantially identical quadrilateral shapes , although 
SUMMARY they are not strictly limited to quadrilateral shapes . In some 

65 exemplary embodiments , the upper surface of the flattened 
The present disclosure provides various embodiments of head and the lower surface of the raised center portion may 

mounting devices , wall - mounted articles comprising such be provided with square , rectangular or parallelogram 

a 

a 
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shapes . In such embodiments , opposing sidewalls of the first mounted article from deviating from a desired orientation 
pair of opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion may after the wall - mounted article is hung . 
be parallel to one another , and opposing sidewalls of the In some embodiments , the article may include a plurality 
second pair of opposing sidewalls of the flattened head may of mounting devices affixed to a rear surface of the article , 
be parallel to one another . In other exemplary embodiments , 5 where each mounting device includes a specially configured 
the upper surface of the flattened head and the lower surface bracket and nail , as described herein . In such embodiments , 
of the raised center portion may be provided with various the method may include repeating the step of sliding the 
trapezoidal shapes . In such embodiments , opposing side flattened head of the nail underneath the raised center 
walls of the first pair of opposing sidewalls of the raised portion of the bracket for each mounting device prior to 
center portion may not be parallel to one another , and 10 pushing the shafts of the nails into the mounting surface to 
opposing sidewalls of the second pair of opposing sidewalls hang the article on the wall or other mounting surface at the 
of the flattened head may not be parallel to one another . desired location and orientation . Compared to embodiments 

In some embodiments , the flattened head of the fastener which use only one mounting device , embodiments of the 
method that use a plurality of mounting devices to hang the may include a pair of notched openings . In such embodi 15 wall - mounted article may ensure that the wall - mounted ments , each of the notched openings in the flattened head of article does not deviate from the desired orientation after the the fastener may be arranged proximate to a respective one wall - mounted article is hung . of the second pair of opposing sidewalls of the flattened head In some embodiments , one or more steps may be per 

to form a pair of side prong members , which may be formed prior to sliding the flattened head of the nail under 
compressed prior to slidably engaging the flattened head of 20 neath the raised center portion of the bracket . For example , 
the fastener with the raised center portion of the bracket . In the method may include affixing the bracket to a rear surface 
doing so , the side prong members may apply an outward of the wall - mounted article prior to sliding the flattened head 
force against the first pair of opposing sidewalls of the raised of the nail underneath the raised center portion of the 
center portion to secure the flattened head of the fastener bracket , if the bracket was not pre - installed . In some cases , 
within the raised center portion of the bracket . In some 25 the flattened head of the nail may include a pair of side prong 
embodiments , each side prong member may include a pro- members , as described above . In such cases , the method may 
jection arranged proximate to a distal end of the side prong include compressing the side prong members prior to sliding 
member to increase the amount of outward force applied by the flattened head of the nail underneath the raised center 
the side prong member at the distal end . In some embodi- portion of the bracket . Once compressed and engaged with 
ments , each side prong member may include one or more 30 opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion , the side 
notched openings or teeth , which may engage with a prong members may apply an outward force against the 
complementary set of one or more notched openings or teeth opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion to secure the 
provided on the first pair of opposing sidewalls of the raised flattened head of the nail within the raised center portion of 
center portion of the bracket to at least temporarily lock the the bracket . 
flattened head of the fastener within the raised center portion 35 
of the bracket . BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

According to one embodiment , the mounting device 
described herein may be provided separate from an article Other objects and advantages of the invention will 
( referred to herein as a wall - mounted article ) to be mounted become apparent upon reading the following detailed 
or hung on a wall or other mounting surface . According to 40 description and upon reference to the accompanying draw 
another embodiment , a wall - mounted article comprising at ings . 
least one of the mounting device embodiments described FIG . 1 is a three - dimensional ( 3D ) perspective view 
herein may be provided herein . In such an embodiment , the illustrating one embodiment of a bracket included with the 
at least one mounting device may be pre - installed on a rear mounting device described herein ; 
surface of the wall - mounted article , or may be provided 45 FIG . 2 is a top view of the bracket shown in FIG . 1 ; 
separately for subsequent installation by the consumer . FIG . 3 is a side view of the bracket shown in FIG . 1 ; 

According to another embodiment , a method is provided FIG . 4 is a bottom view of the bracket shown in FIG . 1 ; 
herein for hanging an article ( i.e. , a wall - mounted article ) on FIG . 5 is a 3D perspective view illustrating one embodi 
a wall or other mounting surface via the mounting device ment of a nail that may be included with the mounting 
described herein . In some embodiments , the method may 50 device described herein ; 
include sliding the flattened head of the nail described herein FIG . 6 is a top view of the nail shown in FIG . 5 ; 
underneath the raised center portion of the bracket described FIG . 7 is a side view of the nail shown in FIG . 5 ; 
herein , such that the flattened head of the nail engages with FIG . 8 is a top view of the bracket shown in FIG . 1 and 
the raised center portion of the bracket and the shaft of the a bottom view of the nail shown in FIG . 5 ; 
nail extends out through the notched opening of the bracket . 55 FIG . 9 is a top view of a bracket and a bottom view of a 
While gripping opposing edges of the wall - mounted article , nail that may be included with the mounting device 
the shaft of the nail may be pushed into the wall to hang the described herein , according to another embodiment ; 
wall - mounted article at a desired location and a desired FIG . 10 is a top view of a bracket and a bottom view of 
orientation on the wall or other mounting surface . Because a nail that may be included with the mounting device 
opposing sidewalls of the flattened head of the nail are 60 described herein , according to another embodiment ; 
positioned adjacent and parallel to opposing sidewalls of the FIG . 11 is a top view of a bracket and a bottom view of a 
raised center portion of the bracket when the flattened head a nail that may be included with the mounting device 
of the nail is engaged with the raised center portion of the described herein , according to another embodiment ; 
bracket , the mounting device and method provided herein FIG . 12 is a 3D perspective view illustrating another 
prevents the bracket ( and thus , the wall - mounted article ) 65 embodiment of a nail that may be included with the bracket 
from pivoting around the nail . As a consequence , the dis- shown in FIGS . 1-4 and 8 ; 
closed mounting device may substantially prevent the wall- FIG . 13 is a top view of the nail shown in FIG . 12 ; 

a 
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FIG . 14 is a side view of the nail shown in FIG . 12 ; attachment to the wall or mounting surface , the mounting 
FIG . 15A is a 3D perspective view illustrating the nail devices described herein prevent the wall - mounted article 

shown in the embodiments of FIGS . 5-8 and 12-14 slidably from rotating or pivoting around the single point of attach 
engaged with the bracket shown in the embodiments of ment ( i.e. , prevents the article from becoming " crooked ” ) 
FIGS . 1-4 and 8 ; 5 when the article or the wall upon which the article is 
FIG . 15B is a 3D perspective view illustrating a screw mounted is disturbed ( e.g. , due to dusting , people or animals 

slidably engaged with the bracket shown in the embodi- bumping into the wall , doors being slammed , etc. ) . 
ments of FIGS . 1-4 and 8 ; In some embodiments , at least a portion of the mounting 
FIG . 15C is a 3D perspective view illustrating a nail with devices described herein ( e.g. , the bracket portion ) may be 

two shafts slidably engaged with a bracket having two 10 pre - installed on a rear surface of an article to be hung or 
notched openings within the raised center portion thereof ; mounted on a wall ( i.e. , a wall - mounted article ) . In other 
FIG . 16A is a 3D perspective view illustrating one embodiments , the mounting devices described herein may 

embodiment of a wall - mounted article including at least one be provided along with a wall - mounted article , so that a 
mounting device described herein ; consumer may install the mounting device where he / she so 

FIG . 16B is a 3D perspective view illustrating one 15 chooses . In yet other embodiments , the mounting devices 
embodiment of a wall - mounted article including a plurality described herein may be provided separately from a wall 
of mounting devices described herein ; mounted article , thereby enabling the consumer to use the 
FIG . 16C is a 3D perspective view illustrating another mounting device for hanging substantially any suitable 

embodiment of a wall - mounted article including a plurality wall - mounted article . 
of mounting devices described herein ; In most embodiments , the mounting device described 
FIG . 17 is a flowchart diagram illustrating one embodi- herein includes a specially configured bracket and fastener 

ment of a method for hanging a wall - mounted article on a ( e.g. , a specially configured nail or screw ) . In general , the 
wall using one embodiment of the mounting device bracket disclosed herein may include a raised center portion 
described herein ; arranged between two side portions , which are formed 
FIG . 18A is a 3D front perspective view of a bracket and 25 integral and contiguous with the raised center portion , and 

a 3D rear perspective view of a nail that may be included the disclosed fastener may include an enlarged , flattened 
with the mounting device described herein , according to head with at least one shaft extending there from . As used 
another embodiment ; and herein , the term “ fastener ” may refer to a specially config 
FIG . 18B is a 3D rear perspective view of the bracket and ured nail , as shown in FIGS . 5-15A , 15C , 18A and 18B or 

a 3D front perspective view of the nail shown in FIG . 18A . 30 a specially configured screw as depicted in FIG . 15B . As set 
While the present disclosure is susceptible to various forth in more detail below , the flattened head of the fastener 

modifications and alternative forms , specific embodiments may be configured to slidably engage with the raised center 
thereof are shown by way of example in the drawings and portion of the acket , such that once engaged and used 
will herein be described in detail . It should be understood , hang an article on a wall , the mounting device prevents the 
however , that the drawings and detailed description thereto 35 bracket from pivoting around the fastener . As a conse 
are not intended to limit the present disclosure to the quence , the mounting device may prevent the wall - mounted 
particular form disclosed , but on the contrary , the intention article from deviating from the desired orientation ( i.e. , 
is to cover all modifications , equivalents and alternatives prevent the wall - mounted article from becoming crooked ) 
falling within the spirit and scope of the present disclosure once hung . 
as defined by the appended claims . As used herein , the term “ slidably engaged ” means that 

the flattened head of the fastener is slid underneath the raised 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE center portion of the bracket to engage with the raised center 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS portion . When the bracket is affixed to a rear surface of a 

wall mounted article , and the flattened head of the fastener 
Generally speaking , the present disclosure provides vari- 45 is “ slidably engaged ” with the raised center portion , the 

ous embodiments of a mounting device that may be used for flattened head of the fastener may be sandwiched between a 
mounting or hanging wall - mounted articles on a wall or lower surface of the raised center portion and the rear 
other substantially vertical surface . Although embodiments surface of the wall - mounted article . 
of mounting device ( s ) are illustrated in FIGS . 16A - 16C as As described in more detail below , the flattened head of 
affixed to a rear surface of a picture frame , the mounting 50 the fastener may be generally shaped and dimensioned , so as 
device embodiments described herein may be used for to engage with ( or substantially contact ) one or more sur 
hanging a wide variety of wall - mounted articles , including , faces of the raised center portion of the bracket when the 
but not limited to , picture frames , mirrors , art , bulletin flattened head of the fastener is “ slidably engaged ” with the 
boards , signs , clocks and other wall - mounted articles . raised center portion . For example , the flattened head of the 
Although some embodiments are intended for hanging 55 fastener may have a shape similar to , yet be dimensioned 
articles on interior walls of a building or residence , the slightly smaller than , a lower surface of the raised center 
mounting device described herein is not so limited , and may portion of bracket , so that when the flattened head of the 
be used to hang articles on other suitable indoor surfaces fastener is slid underneath the lower surface of the raised 
( such as , e.g. , cubicle walls ) or outdoor surfaces ( such as , center portion , opposing sidewalls of the flattened head of 
e.g. , exterior wooden walls , pillars or posts ) . 60 the fastener are arranged adjacent and parallel to opposing 

In all embodiments shown and described herein , the sidewalls of the raised center portion . FIGS . 8-11 ( discussed 
disclosed mounting device enables an article to be mounted in more detail below ) provide various examples of shapes 
or hung on a wall , or another mounting surface , at a desired that may be considered for the flattened head of the fastener 
location and orientation , and in some embodiments , prevents and raised center portion of the bracket disclosed herein . 
the wall - mounted article from deviating from the desired 65 Turning now to the drawings , FIGS . 1-4 illustrate one 
orientation once it is hung . Even in embodiments in which embodiment of a bracket 10 that may be included with the 
a single mounting device is used to provide a single point of mounting device described herein . In particular , FIG . 1 
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provides a 3D perspective view , FIG . 2 provides a top view , bracket , and by bending the flattened shape along lines 28 
FIG . 3 provides a side view , and FIG . 4 provides a bottom and 29 to form raised center portion 20. In another embodi 
view of bracket 10. As shown in FIGS . 1-4 , bracket 10 ment , bracket 10 may be formed using a mold or die cast 
includes a raised center portion 20 arranged between two method . 
side portions 30 and 40 , which are formed integral and 5 Bracket 10 may be formed in a variety of different sizes 
contiguous with the raised center portion , and a notched to accommodate mounting different shapes , sizes and 
opening 50 extending from a bottom edge 21 of the raised weights of wall - mounted articles . As shown in FIGS . 2-4 , 
center portion toward a top edge 22 of the raised center bracket 10 may be generally described as having a length 
portion . ( L bracket ) extending along an axis 60 of the bracket , a width 

The raised center portion 20 of bracket 10 includes an 10 ( W bracket ) extending along an axis 70 of the bracket , and a 
upper surface 24 and a lower surface 25. As shown in FIGS . thickness ( T bracket ) extending through the bracket . As shown 
1 and 3 , the lower surface 25 of raised center portion 20 is in FIG . 2 , axis 60 and axis 70 are perpendicular axes , which 
raised or elevated above a lower surface 60 of side portions lie in a plane parallel to upper surface 24 of raised center 
30 and 40. This creates a space beneath the lower surface 25 portion 20 and pass through mid - point 23 of raised center 
of raised center portion 20 for receiving a flattened head of 15 portion 20 to respectively bisect the width and length of 
a nail or screw , as shown in the example embodiments of raised center portion 20. In one embodiment , bracket 10 may 
FIGS . 15A - 15C and discussed below . As shown in FIGS . 3 have a length of about 1 inch ( about 25.4 mm ) , a width of 
and 4 , the raised center portion 20 of the bracket comprises about 0.4 inches ( about 10.15 mm ) and a thickness of about 
a first pair of opposing sidewalls 26 and 27 connecting the 0.03 inches ( about 0.8 mm ) . In such an embodiment , the 
lower surface 25 of the raised center portion 20 to the lower 20 raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 may have a length 
surface 60 of the side portions 30 and 40. As described in of about 0.4 inches ( about 10.15 mm ) , a width of about 0.4 
more detail below in reference to FIGS . 8-11 , the opposing inches ( about 10.15 mm ) and a thickness of about 0.03 
sidewalls 26 and 27 of raised center portion 20 may be inches ( about 0.8 mm ) . The notched opening 50 in the raised 
configured to align with opposing sidewalls of the flattened center portion 20 may also be described as having a length 
head of the disclosed fastener ( e.g. , a nail as shown in FIGS . 25 ( Lnotch ) and a diameter ( Dnotch ) . In one embodiment , the 
5-15A , 18A , 18B or screw as shown in FIG . 15B ) to secure notched opening 50 may have a length of about 0.45 inches 
the flattened head within the raised center portion 20 of the and a diameter of about 0.07 inches . 
bracket 10. This prevents bracket 10 from pivoting around It is noted , however , that bracket 10 is not limited to the 
the fastener , and as a consequence , may prevent the wall- exemplary dimensions described above and may be config 
mounted article from deviating from a desired orientation 30 ured with substantially smaller and / or larger lengths , widths 
once hung . and / or thicknesses , in other embodiments . For example , 

The notched opening 50 formed within raised center bracket 10 may be configured with substantially smaller 
portion 20 is generally dimensioned to receive a shaft of the dimensions when intended for mounting relatively smaller 
fastener when the flattened head of the fastener is slidably and / or lighter articles , and may be configured with substan 
engaged with the raised center portion . As shown in FIG . 2 , 35 tially larger dimensions when intended for mounting rela 
notched opening 50 may extend from a bottom edge 21 and tively larger and / or heavier articles . As such , bracket 10 may 
terminate near a mid - point 23 of the raised center portion 20 . be provided with a variety of lengths ranging between about 
In some embodiments , the diameter ( Dnotch ) of the notched 1 inches and about 2 inches , a variety of widths ranging 
opening 50 may be substantially consistent along a majority between about 0.375 inches and about 0.75 inches , and a 
of the length ( Lnotch ) of the notched opening , and may be 40 variety of thicknesses ranging between about 0.02 inches 
slightly larger ( e.g. , about 10-40 % ) than a diameter of the and about 0.04 inches , for mounting different shapes , sizes 
shaft of the fastener . In such embodiments , the sidewalls 52 and weights of wall - mounted articles . Likewise , raised cen 
of the notched opening 50 may function to guide the shaft of ter portion 20 of bracket 10 may also be provided with a 
the fastener within the notched opening as the flattened head variety of lengths ranging between about 0.35 inches and 
of the fastener is slidably engaged with the raised center 45 about 0.75 inches , a variety of widths ranging between about 
portion 20. As described in more detail below with respect 0.35 inches and about 0.75 inches , and a variety of thick 
to FIG . 15A , the terminus of notched opening 50 may rest nesses ranging between about 0.02 inches and about 0.04 
upon the shaft of the fastener when the flattened head of the inches . Similarly , the notched opening 50 may have a variety 
fastener is fully engaged with the raised center portion 20 of of lengths ranging between about 0.4 inches to about 0.8 
the bracket 10. In some embodiments , more than one 50 inches and a variety of diameters ranging between about 
notched opening may be formed within the raised center 0.04 inches to about 0.07 inches . 
portion of the bracket for receiving more than one shaft of FIGS . 5-7 illustrate one embodiment of a fastener ( i.e. , a 
a nail , as shown , e.g. , in FIG . 15C . nail ) 100 that may be included with the mounting device 

Side portions 30 and 40 of bracket 10 respectively include described herein . In particular , FIG . 5 provides a 3D per 
apertures 35 and 45 through which additional screws , nails , 55 spective view , FIG . 6 provides a top view , and FIG . 7 
etc. , may be used to affix bracket 10 to a rear surface of a provides a side view of nail 100. As shown in FIGS . 5-7 , nail 
wall - mounted article . Although side portions 30 and 40 are 100 includes a flattened head 110 and a single shaft 120 
illustrated as having a substantially curved or rounded extending there from . In other embodiments ( shown , e.g. , in 
perimeter , the side portions are not so limited , and may be FIG . 15C ) , the nail shown in FIG . 5 may have more than one 
configured in alternative embodiments with substantially 60 shaft . 
any perimeter shape and size . As noted above , side portions As noted above , the flattened head 110 of nail 100 is 
30/40 are formed integral and contiguous with the raised configured to slidably engage with the raised center portion 
center portion 20 of bracket 10. In other words , side portions 20 of bracket 10. To slidably engage with the raised center 
30/40 and raised center portion 20 are formed as one integral portion 20 , flattened head 110 is slid underneath raised 
component . In one embodiment , bracket 10 may be formed 65 center portion 20 , such that the flattened head is sandwiched 
by stamping , cutting , or etching an outline of the bracket between the lower surface 25 of the raised center portion 20 
from a metal sheet or plate to extract a flattened shape of the and a rear surface of the wall - mounted article . When slid 
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ably engaged , the shaft 120 of the nail 100 passes through and / or lighter articles , and may be configured with substan 
and extends out of the notched opening 50 of the bracket 10 . tially larger dimensions when intended for mounting larger 
In the embodiment shown in FIG . 5 , nail 100 is illustrated and / or heavier articles . As such , flattened head 110 may be 
as having a substantially smooth , straight shaft 120 without provided with a variety of lengths ranging between about 
any threads . 5 0.35 inches and about 0.6 inches , a variety of widths ranging 

In some instances , the substantially smooth , straight shaft between about 0.35 inches and about 0.6 inches , and a 
120 of nail 100 may allow the nail to rotate around the variety of thicknesses ranging between about 0.02 inches 
insertion point ( i.e. , the point at which shaft 120 is inserted and about 0.04 inches for mounting different sizes and 
into a wall or other mounting surface ) , possibly allowing a shapes of wall - mounted articles . Likewise , shaft 120 may be 
wall - mounted article to become crooked if only one mount- 10 provided with a variety of lengths ranging between about 0.6 
ing device is provided on the rear surface of the wall- inches and about 0.8 inches , and a variety of diameters 
mounted article . In other embodiments ( shown in FIG . 15B ) , ranging between about 0.03 inches and about 0.06 inches for 
nail 100 may instead be implemented as a screw having a mounting different sizes and shapes of wall - mounted 
flattened head and a shaft comprising substantially any articles . 
number and size of threads . When a screw is inserted into the 15 All nails , to some extent , may be described as having a 
wall , the threaded shaft of the screw grips the wall material flattened head . As used herein , however , the term “ flattened 
and prevents the screw from rotating around the insertion head ” means that the flattened head 110 has : ( a ) a planar 
point . As such , embodiments of the mounting device upper surface 150 and a planar lower surface 160 substan 
described herein that combine a screw having a flattened tially parallel to the planar upper surface 150 , ( b ) a diameter 
head with the bracket 10 shown , e.g. , in FIGS . 1-4 may 20 ( e.g. , Lhead or Whead ) approximately 10 to 20 times larger 
ensure that a wall - mounted article does not deviate from a than the diameter ( Dshafi ) of the shaft 120 , and ( c ) a 
desired orientation once hung , even when only one mount- thickness ( Thead ) between approximately 5 % and 10 % of the 
ing device is provided on the rear surface of the wall- diameter of the flattened head . In addition , the flattened head 
mounted article . 110 of the nail 100 may be specifically dimensioned , so that 

In some embodiments , the flattened head 110 and shaft 25 when the flattened head is slidably engaged with the raised 
120 of the nail 100 may be fabricated from a single material center portion 20 of the bracket 10 , one or more surfaces of 
( e.g. , a metal , such as but not limited to , steel , stainless steel , the flattened head engage with ( or substantially contact ) one 
aluminum , copper , brass , bronze , zinc , iron ) and formed as or more surfaces of the raised center portion of the bracket . 
one integral component . In other embodiments , the flattened As shown in FIGS . 5 and 7 , for example , flattened head 
head 110 and shaft 120 may be formed as separate compo- 30 110 includes a pair of opposing sidewalls 112 and 114 , 
nents , which are coupled together to form nail 100. In such which are configured to align with the opposing sidewalls 26 
embodiments , flattened head 110 and shaft 120 may be and 27 of the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 to 
fabricated from the same material ( e.g. , a metal ) or from secure the flattened head within the raised center portion 20 
different materials . In one example , shaft 120 may be of the bracket . FIG . 8 provides a top view of bracket 10 and 
fabricated from a metal material ( such as steel , stainless 35 a bottom view of nail 100 , depicting the flattened head 110 
steel , aluminum , copper , brass , bronze , zinc , iron , etc. ) and of the nail 100 engaging with the raised center portion 20 of 
flattened head 110 may be a hard plastic material ( such as , the bracket 10. As flattened head 110 is slid underneath 
e.g. , Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene , ABS ) formed around raised center portion 20 , the opposing sidewalls 112 and 114 
or coupled to an upper end of the shaft . of the flattened head 110 align with the opposing sidewalls 

The flattened head 110 and shaft 120 of nail 100 may be 40 26 and 27 of the raised center portion 20. When the shaft 120 
formed in a variety of different shapes and sizes to accom- of the nail 100 is fully seated within the notched opening 50 
modate different shapes and sizes of bracket 10 , as well as of the bracket , each opposing sidewall 112 and 114 of the 
to accommodate mounting different shapes , sizes and flattened head 110 is arranged adjacent and parallel to a 
weights of wall - mounted articles . As shown in FIGS . 6-7 , respective one of the opposing sidewalls 26 and 27 of the 
for example , the flattened head 110 of nail 100 may be 45 raised center portion 20. This prevents significant rotational 
described as having a length ( head ) extending along an axis movement of the bracket 10 around the nail 100 to ensure 
130 of the nail head , a width ( Whead ) extending along an axis that the wall - mounted article remains positioned in the 
140 of the nail head , and a thickness ( Thead ) extending desired orientation . 
through the nail head . As shown most clearly in FIG . 6 , axis In general , the upper surface 150 of the flattened head 110 
130 and axis 140 are perpendicular axes , which lie in a plane 50 of the nail 100 and the lower surface 25 of the raised center 
parallel to the upper surface of flattened head 110 and pass portion 20 of the bracket 10 may be formed to include 
through a center point of the flattened head to respectively substantially identical quadrilateral shapes . In the exemplary 
bisect the width and length of the flattened head . In one embodiments shown in FIGS . 1-8 , the flattened head 110 of 
exemplary embodiment , flattened head 110 may have a the nail 100 and the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 
length and width of about 0.35 inches ( about 8.9 mm ) and 55 10 are depicted as substantially rectangular in shape . It is 
a thickness of about 0.03 inches ( about 0.8 mm ) . The shaft noted , however , that flattened head 110 and raised center 
120 of the nail 100 may be described as having a length portion 20 are not strictly limited to rectangular shapes , and 
( Lshaft ) and diameter ( Dshaft ) . In one exemplary embodi- may be alternatively provided with a variety of different 
ment , shaft 120 may have a length of about 0.5 inches ( about shapes and / or sizes . Regardless of the particular shape 
12.7 mm ) and a diameter of about 0.06 inches ( about 1.6 60 chosen , each opposing sidewall 112 and 114 of the flattened 
mm ) . head 110 is preferably configured so that it is parallel to a 

It is noted , however , that nail 100 is not limited to the respective opposing sidewall 26 and 27 of the raised center 
exemplary dimensions discussed above , and may be con- portion 20 when engaged . This enables flattened head 110 to 
figured with substantially smaller and / or larger lengths , be slid underneath raised center portion 20 without impedi 
widths , thicknesses and / or diameters , in other embodiments . 65 ment , and enables the flattened head to be held securely in 
For example , nail 100 may be configured with substantially place . However , there is no requirement that opposing 
smaller dimensions when intended for mounting smaller sidewalls 112 and 114 of the flattened head 110 be parallel 
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to one another , or that opposing sidewalls 26 and 27 of the sidewalls 26 and 27 of the raised center portion 20 to secure 
raised center portion 20 be parallel to one another . This the flattened head 210 of nail 200 within the raised center 
means that quadrilateral shapes ( other than parallelograms ) portion of the bracket . In some embodiments ( shown in 
can be used to form flattened head 110 and raised center FIGS . 12 and 13 ) , each side prong member 216 and 217 may 
portion 20 without departing from the scope of the present 5 include a projection 218 and 219 arranged proximate to a 
disclosure . distal end of the side prong member to increase the amount 
FIGS . 8-11 illustrate various embodiments of the present of outward force provided by the side prong member at the 

disclosure , in which the flattened head 110 of the nail 100 distal end . 
and the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 are formed In some embodiments ( shown in FIGS . 18A and 18B ) , 
to include a variety of different quadrilateral shapes . As 10 each side prong member 216 and 217 may include one or 
noted above , flattened head 110 of the nail 100 and the raised more notched openings or teeth 270 , which may engage with 
center portion 20 of the bracket 10 comprise rectangular a complementary set of one or more notched openings or 
shapes in the embodiment shown in FIG . 8. In FIG . 9 , teeth 280 provided on the opposing sidewalls 26 and 27 of 
flattened head 110 and raised center portion 20 are each the raised center portion 20 of bracket 10 to at least 
depicted as parallelograms . In FIG . 10 , flattened head 110 15 temporarily lock the flattened head 210 of the nail 200 
and raised center portion 20 are each depicted as trapezoids . within the raised center portion of the bracket . Although 
Another trapezoidal shape ( different from FIG . 10 ) is FIGS . 18A and 18B illustrate four teeth 270/280 included on 
depicted in FIG . 11 for the flattened head 110 and raised each side prong member 216/217 of flattened head 210 and 
center portion 20 . each sidewall 26/27 of raised center portion 20 , the present 
FIGS . 8-9 illustrate embodiments in which the opposing 20 disclosure is not limited to such . In other embodiments , any 

sidewalls 112 and 114 of the flattened head 110 are parallel suitable number of teeth 270/280 may be included on the 
to one another , and the opposing sidewalls 26 and 27 of the side prong members 216/217 of the flattened head 210 and 
raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 are parallel to one the sidewalls 26/27 of the raised center portion 20 without 
another . On the other hand , FIGS . 10-11 illustrate embodi- departing from the scope of the present disclosure . Once the 
ments in which the opposing sidewalls 112 and 114 of the 25 flattened head 210 of the nail 200 is slidably engaged with 
flattened head 110 are not parallel to one another ( in this the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 and the teeth 
case , they are convergent ) , and the opposing sidewalls 26 270/280 are engaged , the side prong members 216/217 may 
and 27 of the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 are be compressed to disengage the teeth 270/280 and remove 
also not parallel to one another ( again , they are convergent ) . the flattened head of the nail from the raised center portion 
FIGS . 12-14 illustrate an alternative embodiment of a 30 of the bracket . 

fastener ( i.e. , a nail ) 200 that may be provided along with the FIG . 15A is a 3D perspective view illustrating the nails 
bracket 10 shown in FIGS . 1-4 and 8. In particular , FIG . 12 100/200 shown in the embodiments of FIGS . 5-8 , FIGS . 
provides a 3D perspective view , FIG . 13 provides a top view , 12-14 and FIGS . 18A - 18B slidably engaged with the bracket 
and FIG . 14 provides a side view of nail 200. Like the 10 shown in the embodiment of FIGS . 1-4 and 8. As noted 
previous embodiment of the nail 100 shown in FIGS . 5-7 , 35 above , the flattened head 110/210 of the nail 100/200 may be 
nail 200 generally includes a flattened head 210 and a shaft slidably engaged with the raised center portion 20 of the 
220 extending from the flattened head 210 , as discussed bracket 10 by sliding the flattened head underneath the 
above . The flattened head 210 of nail 200 generally includes raised center portion , such that the flattened head is sand 
pair of opposing sidewalls 212/214 , a planar upper surface wiched between the lower surface 25 of the raised center 

250 and a planar lower surface 260 , as discussed above . 40 portion 20 and a rear surface of the wall - mounted article . In 
Although illustrated in FIGS . 12-14 as having a single shaft doing so , the shaft 120/220 of the nail 100/200 passes 
220 , nail 200 may be configured with more than one shaft in through and extends out of the notched opening 50 in the 
other embodiments ( shown , e.g. , in FIG . 15C ) . raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10. When the shaft 

In some embodiments , the flattened head 210 and shaft 120/220 is fully seated within the notched opening 50 , 
220 of the nail 200 may be dimensioned similar to the 45 opposing sidewalls of the flattened head 110/210 are adja 
flattened head 110 and shaft 120 of nail 100. In other cent and parallel to a respective opposing sidewall of the 
embodiments , flattened head 210 and / or shaft 220 may be raised center portion 20. This configuration and arrangement 
dimensioned substantially different from that previously prevents significant rotational movement or pivoting of the 
described . In one example embodiment , flattened head 210 bracket 10 around the nail 100/200 . In doing so , the mount 
may have a length ( L head ) of about 0.39 inches ( about 9.9 50 ing device may ensure that the wall - mounted article remains 
mm ) , a width ( Whead ) of about 0.35 inches ( about 8.9 mm ) positioned in the desired orientation once hung . 
and a thickness ( Thead ) of about 0.019 inches ( about 0.5 FIG . 15B is a 3D perspective view illustrating a fastener 
mm ) . In such an embodiment , the slightly larger length ( 9.9 ( i.e. , a screw ) 300 slidably engaged with the bracket 10 
mm vs 8.9 mm ) and slightly smaller thickness ( 0.5 mm vs shown in the embodiment of FIGS . 1-4 , 8 and 18A - B . Screw 
0.8 mm ) of nail 200 may enable the side prong members 216 55 300 may have a flattened head 310 , which is shaped and 
and 217 ( discussed below ) of nail 200 to be compressed . dimensioned similar to any of the flattened heads 110/210 of 

Unlike the nail 100 shown in FIGS . 5-7 , the flattened head the nails 100/200 shown in the embodiments of FIGS . 5-8 , 
210 of the nail 200 shown in FIGS . 12-14 includes a pair of FIGS . 12-14 and FIGS . 18A - 18B . Screw 300 may also have 
notched openings 213 and 215 , each arranged proximate to a shaft 320 comprising substantially any number and size of 
a respective one of the opposing sidewalls 212 and 214 to 60 threads . Similar to the previously disclosed embodiments , 
form a pair of side prong members 216 and 217. Side prong the flattened head 310 of the screw 300 may be slidably 
members 216 and 217 are configured to be compressed by engaged with the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 
the user prior to slidably engaging the flattened head 210 of by sliding the flattened head underneath the raised center 
nail 200 with the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 . portion , such that the flattened head is sandwiched between 
When the flattened head 210 is fully engaged with the raised 65 the lower surface 25 of the raised center portion and a rear 
center portion 20 of the bracket , side prong members 216 surface of the wall - mounted article . In doing so , the shaft 
and 217 provide an outward force against the opposing 320 of the screw 300 passes through and extends out of the 
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notched opening 50 in the raised center portion 20 of the used for mounting or hanging substantially any type of 
bracket 10. When the shaft 320 is fully seated within the decorative or non - decorative article on a wall or other 
notched opening 50 , opposing sidewalls of the flattened mounting surface . It is additionally noted that , although a 
head 310 are adjacent and parallel to a respective opposing particular number of mounting brackets 522 are shown as 
sidewall of the raised center portion 20 of the bracket 10 . being affixed to the rear surface 510 at particular locations , 
When screw 300 is inserted into a wall , the threaded shaft a fewer or greater number of mounting brackets 522 could 320 of the screw grips the wall material and prevents the be provided on the rear surface 510 at possibly different screw from rotating around the insertion point . When the locations or orientations without departing from the scope of flattened head 310 of the screw 300 is slidably engaged with the present disclosure . the bracket 10 shown , e.g. , in FIGS . 1-4 , the mounting 10 FIG . 17 is a flowchart diagram illustrating one embodi device embodiment comprising screw 300 and bracket 10 

ensures that a wall - mounted article does not deviate from a ment of a method 600 that may be used for hanging a 
desired orientation once hung , even when only one mount wall - mounted article on a wall or other vertical surface using 
ing device is provided on the rear surface of the wall a mounting device including a bracket and a nail , as 
mounted article . described herein . In some embodiments , method 600 may 

FIG . 15C is a 3D perspective view illustrating yet another begin in step 630 by sliding the nail into a notched opening 
embodiment of a mounting device including a specialized of the bracket , such that a flattened head of the nail engages 
bracket 10 and fastener ( i.e. , a nail ) 400. In the embodiment with a raised center portion of the bracket and the shaft of 
shown in FIG . 15C , bracket 10 includes a pair of notched the nail extends out through the notched opening . While 
openings 50 , 55 in the raised center portion 20 of the 20 gripping opposing edges of the wall - mounted article , the 
bracket . With the exception of the notched openings 50 , 55 , shaft of the nail may be pushed into the wall ( in step 640 ) 
bracket 10 may be dimensioned and configured similar to to hang the wall - mounted article at a desired location and a 
that shown in FIGS . 1-4 and described above . Nail 400 desired orientation on the wall . Because posing sidewalls 
includes two shafts 420 , 425 , which are dimensioned and of the flattened head are positioned adjacent and parallel to 
configured to slidably engage with the notched openings 50 , 25 opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion of the bracket 
55 formed within the raised center portion 20 of the bracket when the flattened head of the nail is engaged with the raised 
10 shown in FIG . 15C . Aside from having dual shafts , center portion , the mounting device and method provided however , nail 400 may be generally configured as shown in herein prevents the bracket from pivoting around the nail . As FIGS . 6-7 and 13-14 and described above . Similar to the 
mounting device embodiment including screw 300 ( FIG . 30 mounted article from deviating from the desired orientation discussed above , this may substantially prevent the wall 
15B ) , the mounting device embodiment shown in FIG . 15C once the wall - mounted article is hung . may ensure that a wall - mounted article does not deviate In some embodiments , one or more steps may be per from a desired orientation once hung , even when only one 
mounting device is provided on the rear surface of the formed prior to sliding the nail into the notched opening of 
wall - mounted article . the bracket in step 630. For example , method 600 may 

FIG . 16A is a 3D perspective view illustrating one include affixing the bracket to a rear surface of the wall 
embodiment of a wall - mounted article 500 having at least mounted article in optional step 610 prior to sliding the nail 
one mounting device 520 , which is affixed to a rear surface into the notched opening of the bracket , if the bracket was 
510 of a wall - mounted article 500 at one example location . not pre - installed on the rear surface of the article . 
Mounting device 520 may include any of the mounting 40 In some cases , the flattened head of the nail may include 
device embodiments shown in FIGS . 1-15 , 18 and described a pair of side prong members , as described above and shown 
herein . In the illustrated embodiment , wall - mounted article in FIGS . 12-14 and FIGS . 18A - 18B . In such cases , method 
500 is a picture frame , mirror , framed art piece , etc. , having 600 may further include compressing the side prong mem 
a single mounting device 520 affixed to and extending from bers in optional step 620 prior to sliding the nail into the 
its rear surface 510. It is noted , however , that the depiction 45 notched opening of the bracket in step 630. Once com 
of wall - mounted article 500 in FIG . 16A is merely exem- pressed and engaged with opposing sidewalls of the raised 
plary , and further noted that any of the embodiments of center portion , the side prong members apply an outward 
mounting devices described herein and shown in FIGS . 1-15 force against the opposing sidewalls of the raised center 
and 18 can be used for mounting or hanging substantially portion to secure the flattened head of the nail within the 
any type of decorative or non - decorative article on a wall or 50 raised center portion of the bracket . 
other mounting surface . It is additionally noted that , In some embodiments , the shaft of the nail may simply be 
although only one mounting device 520 is shown in FIG . pushed into the wall ( or other mounting surface ) in step 640 
16A , more than one mounting device 520 can be affixed to to hang the wall - mounted article at a desired location and a 
a rear surface 510 of a wall - mounted article , in one or more desired orientation , as shown in FIG . 17 and described 
locations on the rear surface 510 , in other embodiments . 55 above . Such embodiments are suitable when the wall or 
Affixing more than one mounting device 520 to the rear other mounting surface comprises a relatively soft material , 
surface 510 guarantees that the wall - mounted article will such as drywall ( or gypsum board ) , cork board , and some 
maintain its desired orientation once hung . soft woods . 

FIGS . 16B and 16C illustrate exemplary embodiments of In other embodiments , it may be necessary to first attach 
a wall - mounted article 500 having a plurality of mounting 60 the nail to the wall ( or other mounting surface ) before 
devices ( only the mounting bracket 522 portion of the guiding the bracket onto the wall - mounted nail . This alter 
mounting devices is shown ) affixed to a rear surface 510 of native installation method may be used when mounting a 
the wall mounted article at a variety of locations . As in the wall - mounted article onto substantially harder surfaces , 
previous embodiment , the depiction of wall - mounted article when the shaft of the nail hits a stud behind a softer wall 
500 in FIGS . 16B and 16C is merely exemplary , and further 65 material , etc. In one example , a hammer or other blunt object 
noted that any of the embodiments of mounting devices may be used to forcibly insert the shaft of the nail into the 
described herein and shown in FIGS . 1-15 and 18 can be wall . Once the nail is attached to the wall at the desired 
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location and the desired orientation , a user gripping edges of lower surface of the raised center portion to the lower 
the wall - mounted article may simply guide the bracket onto surface of the two side portions ; and 
the wall - mounted nail . a fastener having a flattened head comprising opposing 

In other embodiments , the nail may , instead , be imple- sidewalls and a shaft extending from the flattened head , 
mented as a screw having a flattened head and a threaded 5 wherein the flattened head of the fastener is shaped and 
shaft , which may be screwed into the wall . In one example dimensioned , such that when the flattened head of the 
embodiment , the screw may be similar to screw 300 shown fastener is slidably engaged with the raised center 
in FIG . 15B and discussed above . If a screw is used , the portion of the bracket : 
screw may be inserted into the wall before or after the each one of the opposing sidewalls of the flattened head 
flattened head of the screw is engaged with the raised center 10 is arranged adjacent and parallel to a respective one 
portion of the bracket . In one exemplary embodiment , the of the opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion 
flattened head of the screw may be slidably engaged with the of the bracket ; and 
raised center portion of the bracket prior to positioning the the flattened head of the fastener is sandwiched 
wall - mounted article at a desired location on the wall . While between a lower surface of the raised center portion 
gripping edges of the article , the article may be rotated a 15 of the bracket and a rear surface of the article ; and 
number of times , while applying a force normal to the wall , wherein the bracket comprises a notched opening extend 
to insert the screw into the wall . Alternatively , a screw driver ing from a bottom edge of the raised center portion 
or other torque tool may be used to insert the screw into the toward a mid - point of the raised center portion , and 
wall at the desired location and orientation , and while wherein the notched opening is configured for receiv 
gripping edges of the article , a user may simply guide the 20 ing and guiding the shaft of the fastener when the 
bracket onto the wall - mounted screw . flattened head of the fastener is slidably engaged with 

Regardless of the particular installation method used , the the raised center portion of the bracket . 
unique configuration of the various mounting device 2. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein a 
embodiments described herein enables an article to be diameter of the notched opening is substantially consistent 
mounted or hung on a wall at a desired location and 25 along a majority of a length of the notched opening , and 
orientation , and by the specific configuration of the mount- wherein the diameter of the notched opening is slightly 
ing device , prevents the wall - mounted article from deviating larger than a diameter of the shaft of the fastener . 
from the desired orientation once it is hung . Even in embodi- 3. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
ments in which a single mounting device is used to provide fastener comprises a nail having two shafts extending from 
a single point of attachment to the wall , the mounting device 30 the flattened head , and wherein the bracket comprises a pair 
described herein prevents the wall - mounted article from of notched openings configured for receiving and guiding 
rotating around the single point of attachment ( i.e. , prevents the two shafts of the nail when the flattened head of the nail 
the article from becoming “ crooked ” ) when the article or the is slidably engaged with the raised center portion of the 
wall upon which the article is mounted is disturbed ( e.g. , due bracket . 
to dusting , people or animals bumping into the wall , doors 35 4. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein an 
being slammed , etc. ) . upper surface of the flattened head of the fastener and the 

It will be appreciated to those skilled in the art having the lower surface of the raised center portion of the bracket 
benefit of this disclosure that this disclosure is believed to comprise substantially identical quadrilateral shapes . 
provide various embodiments of mounting devices , wall- 5. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
mounted articles comprising such mounting devices and 40 opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion are parallel 
methods for mounting or hanging wall - mounted articles to each other , and wherein the opposing sidewalls of the 
using such mounting devices . Further modifications and flattened head are parallel to each other . 
alternative embodiments of various aspects of the disclosure 6. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view of this opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion are not 
description . It is to be understood that the various embodi- 45 parallel to each other , and wherein the opposing sidewalls of 
ments of the disclosed mounting devices shown and the flattened head are not parallel to each other . 
described herein are to be taken as the presently preferred 7. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
embodiments . Elements and materials may be substituted flattened head of the fastener comprises a pair of notched 
for those illustrated and described herein , parts and pro- openings , wherein each of the notched openings is arranged 
cesses may be reversed , and certain features of the disclosed 50 proximate to a respective one of the opposing sidewalls of 
embodiments may be utilized independently , all as would be the flattened head to form a pair of side prong members . 
apparent to one skilled in the art after having the benefit of 8. The mounting device as recited in claim 7 , wherein 
this disclosure . It is intended , therefore , that the following each side prong member comprises a projection arranged 
claims be interpreted to embrace all such modifications and proximate to a distal end of the side prong member . 
changes and , accordingly , the specification and drawings are 55 9. The mounting device as recited in claim 7 , wherein 
to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive each side prong member comprises one or more teeth , which 

are configured to engage with one or more teeth included on 
the opposing side walls of the raised center portion of the 

What is claimed is : bracket . 
1. A mounting device for hanging an article on a mounting 60 10. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 

surface , the mounting device comprising : fastener is a nail having a substantially smooth , straight shaft 
a bracket having a raised center portion arranged between without any threads . 
two side portions formed integral and contiguous with 11. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
the raised center portion , wherein a lower surface of the fastener is a nail having two substantially smooth , straight 
raised center portion is elevated above a lower surface 65 shafts without any threads . 
of the two side portions , and wherein the raised center 12. The mounting device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
portion comprises opposing sidewalls connecting the fastener is a screw having a threaded shaft . 
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13. An article comprising at least one mounting device notched openings configured for receiving and guiding the 
affixed to a rear surface of the article for hanging the article two shafts of the nail when the flattened head of the nail is 
on a mounting surface , wherein the at least one mounting slidably engaged with the raised center portion of the 
device comprises : bracket . 

a bracket having a raised center portion arranged between 5 15. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the oppos 
two side portions formed integral and contiguous with ing sidewalls of the raised center portion are parallel to each the raised center portion , wherein a lower surface of the other , and wherein the opposing sidewalls of the flattened raised center portion is elevated above a lower surface head are parallel to each other . of the two side portions , and wherein the raised center 16. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the oppos portion comprises opposing sidewalls connecting the 10 ing sidewalls of the raised center portion are not parallel to lower surface of the raised center portion to the lower 
surface of the two side portions ; and each other , and wherein the opposing sidewalls of the 

a fastener having a flattened head comprising opposing flattened head are not parallel to each other . 
sidewalls and a shaft extending from the flattened head , 17. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the flattened 
wherein the flattened head of the fastener is shaped and 15 head of the fastener comprises a pair of notched openings , 
dimensioned , such that when the flattened head of the wherein each of the notched openings is arranged proximate 
fastener is slidably engaged with the raised center to a respective one of the opposing sidewalls of the flattened 
portion of the bracket : head to form a pair of side prong members . 
each one of the opposing sidewalls of the flattened head 18. The article as recited in claim 17 , wherein each side 

is arranged adjacent and parallel to a respective one 20 prong member comprises a projection arranged proximate to 
of the opposing sidewalls of the raised center portion a distal end of the side prong member . 
of the bracket ; and 19. The article as recited in claim 17 , wherein each side 

the flattened head of the fastener is sandwiched prong member comprises one or more teeth , which are 
between a lower surface of the raised center portion configured to engage with one or more teeth included on the 
of the bracket and a rear surface of the article ; and 25 opposing side walls of the raised center portion of the 

bracket . wherein the bracket comprised a notched opening extend 20. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the fastener ing from a bottom edge of the raised center portion 
toward a mid - point of the raised center portion , and is a nail having a substantially smooth , straight shaft without 
wherein the notched opening is configured for receiv 
ing and guiding the shaft of the fastener when the 30 21. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the fastener 
flattened head of the fastener is slidably engaged with is a nail having two substantially smooth , straight shafts 
the raised center portion of the bracket . without any threads . 

14. The article as recited in claim wherein the fastener 22. The article as recited in claim 13 , wherein the fastener 
comprises a nail having two shafts extending from the is a screw having a number of threads . 
flattened head , and wherein the bracket comprises a pair of 

any threads . 
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