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If one thing is offset by another, the effect of the first thing is reduced
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Clear pricing, easy onboarding, and
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Square. The increase in pay costs was more than offset by higher productivity.
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offset 00000
in American English
('of set 49); for v., usually of'set 49)
noun
1. something thatis set off, or has sprung or developed, from something

else; offshoot; extension; branch; spur
2. anything that balances, counteracts, or compensates for something else;

compensation

rare var. of outset
4. architecture

a ledge or recess formed in a wall by a reduction in its thickness above
5. botany

a side shoot that takes root and starts a new plant
6. electricity

a branch off a main power line
7. mechanics

a curve or bend in a metal bar, pipe, etc. to permit it to pass an

obstruction
8. printing
a. offset printing
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9. surveying
a short distance measured at right angles from the main line to help in

computing the area of an irregular plotofground
adjective
10. of, relating to, or being an offset
11. thatis offset, off center, or at an angle

verb transitive
Word forms: offset, offsetting

12. to balance, complement, counteract, compensate for, etc.

13. to make an offsetin
14. printing
a. to make (an impression) by offset printing
b. to smudge with an offset
verb intransitive
15. to come out or develop as an offset
16. printing
to make an offset
Webster's New World College Dictionary, 5th Digital Edition. Copyright © 2025 HarperCollins

Fublishers.

offset °0000

in American English

( noun & adjective 'of set, 'af-, verb >f'set, ,af-) (verb -set, —Setting}
noun

1. something that counterbalances, counteracts, or compensates for
something else; compensating equivalent

2. the start, beginning, or outset
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6. Also called: offset printing, offset lithography
a. a process in which a lithographic stone or metal or paper plate is used to
make an inked impression on a rubber blanket that transfers it to the
paper being printed, instead of being made directly on the paper
b. the impression itself
7. Also called: setoff Printing
an unintentional transfer of excess or undried ink from one printed sheet
to another
8. Geology
a. (in faults)
the magnitude of displacement between two previously aligned bodies
b. a spur of a mountain range
9. Machinery
a jog or short displacement in an otherwise straight and continuous line,
as in a pipe, lever, or rod, made to avoid objects or to connect with other
parts
10. Architecture see setoff (sense 3)
11. Surveying
a. a short distance measured perpendicularly from a main survey line
b. Also called: offset line
a line a short distance from and parallel to a main survey line
12. Shipbuilding
any of the coordinates by which any point on a hull being planned is
located
adjective
13. of, noting, or pertaining to an offset
14. pertaining to, printed by, or suitable for printing by offset
15. placed away from a center line; off-center
16. placed at an angle to something, as to the axis of a form, shape, or
object; not parallel
transitive verb
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18. to juxtapose with something else, as for purposes of comparison

to offset advantages against disadvantages

19. Printing

a. to make an offset of

b. to print by the process of offset lithography

20. Architecture

to build with a setoff, as a wall

21. Surveying

to establish (a line) parallel to a main survey line at an offset

intransitive verb

22. to project as an offset or branch

23. to counterbalance or compensate

24. Printing

to make an offset

SYNONYMS
2. onset. 17. match, parallel; counterweight, counterpoise; counteract.

Most material @ 2005, 1997, 1991 by Penguin Random House LLC, Modified entries © 2018 by

Penguin Random House LLC and HarperCollins Publishers Ltd

Word origin

[1545-55; after v. phrase set off]

offset ©0000

in British English

noun

(‘ofset 4) @)

1.

2.
3

something that counterbalances or compensates for something else

an allowance made to counteract some effect

. a printing method in which the impression is made onto an intermediate

. (modifier)

relating to, involving, or printed by offset

offset letterpress
offset lithography

. another name for set-off

5. botany

. a short runner in certain plants, such as the houseleek, that produces

roots and shoots at the tip
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7. the horizontal component of displacement on a fault

9. a person or group descended collaterally from a particular group or

family; offshoot

10. surveying
a measurement of distance to a point at right angles to a survey line

verb

(.of'set 4) @)

Word forms: -sets, -setting, -set

11. (transitive)
to counterbalance or compensate for

12. (transitive)

to print (pictures, text, etc) using the offset process
13. (transitive)

to construct an offset in (a wall)

14. (intransitive)
to project or develop as an offset

Collins English Dictionary. Copyright © HarperCollins Publishers

Examples of 'offset’ in a sentence

offset

A These examples have been automatically selected and may contain sensitive content that
does not reflect the opinions or policies of Collins, or its parent company HarperCollins.

We welcome feedback: report an example sentence to the Collins team. Read more...

This way they can offset any guilt at their lavish lifestyles.
Tinves, Sunpay Times (2024)

Its crisp white walls are offset with geometric textiles and floral floor

Tives. SuNpAy TiMes (2017
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Allowing them to deduct sales taxes will help offset this disadvantage.

Crristianiry Topay (2000)

Those on lower incomes may have some of their losses offset by

Tinves, Sunpay Times (2007)

There are some important offsetting effects.
Tives, Sunpay Tives (2007)

This helped partly to offset the 19 million decline in print advertising

during the same period.
Tives, Sunpay Times (2015)

Prices should include a carbon offsetting charge, with people unwilling

to pay made to do without.
THE Sun (2007)

If you are tiling a wall with an offset window, use the middle of the

window as your central point.
Tinves, Sunpay Tives (2014)

The semiconductor sector will be slow to recover, with any pick-up in

volumes likely to be partially offset by pressure on price.
Tives, Sunpay Times (2009)

Word lists with

offset

architectural features

Quick Word Challenge
Question: 1 — Score: 0 /5
Which architectural feature am 1?

a small-scale arcade
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Next

Related word partners
offset a mortgage
offset a risk
offset an increase
offset an investment
offset rate
Trends of
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In other languages

offset

British English: offset «3) verb /,of'set/
If one thing is offset by another, the effect of the first thing is reduced by the
second, so that any advantage or disadvantage is cancelled out.

The increase in pay costs was more than offset by higher productivity.

American English: offset o3 />f'set/

Brazilian Portuguese: compensar «3)
Chinese: K4 )

Browse nearby entries
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Comcast Business

Japanese: 18329 % o)

Korean: & | Ct o)

European Portuguese: compensar
©

Spanish: contrarrestar o3

Thai: vinds, ¥awe

Related terms of
offset

dry offset

carbon offset

View more related words

Get started for $60/month
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