
« Tinnitus update I need some real-life friends »

M4 mini
October 29, 2024 12:43 PM (a year ago)
technology • Apple • It Just Works™ • Mac mini • design

So, today Apple unveiled the new M4 Mac mini, which seems like a perfect upgrade for
me! Except… they did something really asinine:

They put the power button underneath.

This means that you have to physically pick up the machine to turn it on, or to force-
reboot it. Those are rare occurrences, but they’re enough of one that this becomes a
problem.

Why’s this a problem? Well, part of it is that the mini’s maximum storage configuration is
pretty small, and upgrading the storage is stupid expensive, so pretty much everyone
who’s using these for doing, say, audio and video work is going to need an external drive
enclosure. And external drive enclosures tend to have very short, fixed Thunderbolt
cables, and managing those cables can become very tricky even when you don’t need to
move your device around.

This will also be a big problem for people who want to rackmount or monitor-mount their
devices; as far as I can tell from various photos, there isn’t really much of a gap/lip under
which you can place a finger. Maybe people will start making custom button-pressing
tools or something, I dunno. I guess that wouldn’t be too hard.

But still, it’s annoying that Apple would make this change.

(Hopefully they at least put it under the front corner, which would at least be livable! None
of the photos I’m finding show which corner it’s under though.)

Another annoying thing is that while there are now five USB-C ports (three of which are
Thunderbolt), there are no longer USB-A ports, so at least for my setup I’d need to run
everything through a Thunderbolt dock, and finding one of those that’s both reliable and
provides the ports I need is troublesome at best. Also, in my experience, you really want a
dedicated port (rather than a docking station) for an external monitor, a storage enclosure,
and an audio interface… and that’s all three Thunderbolt ports right there. So then my
keyboard and mouse would have to plug into one of the USB-C ports in front, and that
gets really messy really fast.

So anyway, power-wise the M4 mini would be a huge upgrade for me, but for the physical
and connectivity requirements of my recording studio, it doesn’t seem like a good fit.

Maybe I’ll get an M4 mini for my home office and then move my M1 Max Mac studio into
the recording studio. Or maybe I’m fine with the hardware I have already.
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Comments

To see the comments on this entry, please log in. Alternately, send me an email, or join me
on Discord!

Responses
Kyreeth@fluffy I imagine someone will wind up creating a lever or something that clips on to move the powe…

none gender with left politics@fluffy unfortunately,

fluffy ????@vikxin jesus christ

fluffy ???? Estimates of system performance say that the M4 Pro mini will outpace the M1 Max studio. So, I’m…

fluffy ???? The other thing is I really want to upgrade my network. 10GbE is still stupid expensive but 2.5GbE …

fluffy ???? Oh I guess the other question is what the internal SSD speed is like on the mini vs. the studio. The…

Keta Regarding ethernet upgrades: I was pleasantly surprised recently to see a fanless switch with two 10G …

Keta Also, not sure if it is relevant to your video workflow, but one thing to keep in mind is that the M1 Max s…
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