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I, John L. Gibbons, declare as follows: 

1. This declaration is given in support of Patent Owner Smart Denture 

Conversions, LLC’s Notice of Intent to Designate Provisionally Recognized PTAB 

Attorney as Back-Up Counsel under 37 C.F.R. § 42.10(c)(2). 

2. I am an associate at the law firm of Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, 

Mitchell & Jernigan LLP, where my practice includes patent, commercial, and 

appellate litigation.  

3. I have been previously recognized pro hac vice in a Board proceeding 

and have not afterward been denied permission to appear pro hac vice in a Board 

proceeding. Therefore, I am a provisionally recognized PTAB attorney under 37 

C.F.R. § 42.10(c)(2)(i). 

4. If admitted pro hac vice in this matter, I will serve as back-up counsel 

to Kelsey I. Nix, also of the law firm of Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell 

& Jernigan LLP. Mr. Nix is lead counsel and is a registered practitioner. I have 

worked and will continue to work closely with Mr. Nix in this proceeding. 

5. I am an active member in good standing of the North Carolina bar, as 

well as an inactive member in good standing of the California and District of 

Columbia bars. I have more than seven years’ litigation experience in federal and 

state courts throughout the country. 



 

3 
 

6. I have never had any application for admission to practice denied, nor 

have I been sanctioned, cited for contempt, suspended, or disbarred from practice 

before any court or administrative body.  

7. I have read and will comply with the Office Patent Trial Practice 

Guide and the Board’s Rules of Practice for Trials set forth in 37 C.F.R. part 42. 

8. I will comply with and be subject to the USPTO Rules of Professional 

Conduct set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 11.101 et seq., and disciplinary jurisdiction under 

37 C.F.R. § 11.19(a). 

9. I am familiar with the subject matter of this proceeding. I have 

reviewed the ’319 patent, its prosecution history, the prior art discussed in the 

Petition, and the declaration and exhibits accompanying the Petition. I have been 

and will continue to be actively involved with preparing Patent Owner’s 

submissions in this proceeding, with the strategic, factual, and technical aspects of 

this proceeding, and in counseling and coordinating with Patent Owner. I also 

represent Patent Owner in IPR2025-00956 and PGR2025-00054, both of which 

deal with related patents and involve substantially similar legal issues. 

10. I have also appeared as counsel for Patent Owner in the parallel 

litigation in the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware, in which Patent 

Owner alleges Petitioner infringed the ʼ992 patent. See Smart Denture 

Conversions, LLC v. Straumann USA, LLC, No. 1:24-cv-507-JCB (D. Del.). 
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11. I have discussed the strategy, arguments, and evidence in this

proceeding and related proceedings with Mr. Nix. I am very familiar with the legal 

theories at issue in this case. 

12. Apart from IPR2025-00956, PGR2025-00054, and this proceeding, I

have not applied to appear pro hac vice in any proceedings before the Patent Office 

in the last three years. 

13. Given my familiarity with the subject matter of this proceeding, I have

experience and expertise important to representing Patent Owner in this matter. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 

true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 

and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 

statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 

under 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

Dated: September 3, 2026 

John L. Gibbons 


