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KEY TAKEAWAYS

The United States has imposed a 50% tariff on Northern Bleached Softwood Kraft (NBSK) imported from Canada.

The tariff could increase manufacturing costs by up to 20% for premium toilet paper and 38% for premium paper kitchen towels.

Manufacturers may pass those higher manufacturing costs on to consumers, resulting in higher prices in grocery store aisles.

With the United States imposing new tariffs on select Canadian exports, North Carolina State University experts warn that the escalating
trade war could raise the price and reduce the quality of toilet paper and other tissue products.
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On Aug. 22, 2026, the U.S. imposed 50% tariffs on approximately $20 billion worth of Canadian imports, including chemical bleached
softwood pulp — technically known as Northern Bleached Softwood Kraft, or NBSK.

“While chemical bleached softwood pulp might sound like a niche commodity, this trade policy lands directly in the grocery store aisle,” said
Ronalds Gonzalez, an associate professor in the Department of Forest Biomaterials at NC State.

Canadian NBSK is a critical raw material in global tissue manufacturing, accounting for roughly 15% to 30% of the fiber blend in premium
bath tissue products and 50% to 65% in premium paper kitchen towels. Brazilian eucalyptus fiber makes up the remaining share.

Gonzalez, a global expert on fibers used in consumer goods, said the 50% tariff on Canadian NBSK could raise manufacturing costs for
premium toilet tissue by 11% to 20%, while costs for premium paper kitchen towels could increase by 31% to 38%.

“If you use premium bath tissue or paper towels, these new trade dynamics could soon affect both your wallet and your everyday comfort,”
Gonzalez said.

Hasan Jameel, a professor in the Department of Forest Biomaterials at NC State, warned that the added costs may soon translate into
higher consumer prices for tissue paper products, including toilet paper and paper towels.

Jameel, whose research areas include pulp production, added that manufacturers might be pushed to substitute Canadian NBSK with U.S.-
produced Southern Bleached Softwood Kraft, which provides significantly less softness.

“If tissue producers choose to switch to Southern Bleached Softwood Kraft, the softness of premium tissue products will ultimately be
compromised,” Jameel said.

On the other hand, Gonzalez said the tariffs could also create an opportunity to use more locally produced southern softwood fibers for
tissue manufacturing, though they are less soft than northern softwood. More research could help close that gap, he said.

Gonzalez and Jameel said the household tissue paper industry is currently caught in a “perfect storm”: Fiber costs continue to rise while
market competition remains high, meaning retail price increases may not scale proportionally with manufacturing costs.

In other words, manufacturers may be forced to absorb some of the higher costs rather than pass them entirely on to consumers, putting
pressure on their profit margins.

Gonzalez noted that tissue paper produced from recycled fibers, which come from recovered paper sources like office waste and mixed
papers, should not be affected. The U.S. produces the vast majority of the recycled paper fiber it uses domestically.

Categories: Forest Biomaterials Research, Research and Innovation, Thought Leadership
Tags: fb-research, forest biomaterials, paper packaging and tissue

10/2/26, 10:47 AM New Tariffs Could Make Toilet Paper More Expensive, Less Soft

https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/2026/08/toilet-paper-trade-war/ 2/3

Kimberly Clark EX1017, p. 2
PGR2026-00078

https://cnr.ncsu.edu/directory/ronalds-gonzalez/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/directory/hasan-jameel/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/category/research-innovation/fb-research/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/category/research-innovation/fb-research/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/category/research-innovation/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/category/research-innovation/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/category/thought-leadership/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/tag/fb-research/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/tag/fb-research/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/tag/forest-biomaterials/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/tag/forest-biomaterials/
https://cnr.ncsu.edu/news/tag/paper-packaging-and-tissue/


MORE FROM COLLEGE OF NATURAL RESOURCES NEWS

Extreme Heat is Reshaping the College Football Experience

America's Data Center Boom Puts New Pressure on Local Water Resources
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