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el-e-phan.ti-a-sis \,c-lo-fon-"ti-0-s3s - fan-\ n, pl -a-808 \-;séz\ [NL, fr.

1, a kind of leprosy, fr. Gk, fr. eIepilant-, lephas] (1562) 1 : enlarge-

ment and thickening of tissues; specif : the enormous enlargement of a2

limb or the scrotum cai by obstruction of lymphatics by fi

worms (esp. Wuchereria bancroft) 2 : an undesirable usu. enormous
}rowth, enlargement, or overdevelop t {~ of the ination)

hanstine \.e-l>-‘fan-tén, ~,tin, te-lo-fon-\ adi (1610) 1 a: having

* MASSIVE b : CLUMSY, PONDEROUS {~

elephantiasis ¢ elm

enormous size or strength @
verse) 2 :of or relating to an elephant
elephant seal » (1839) : either of two very large seals (genus Mirounga
of the family Phocidae) characterized by a long inflatable proboscis: &
: one (M. angustirostris) found in Pacific coastal waters from southeast-
ern Alaska to Baja California b : one (M. leonina) found in coastal
waters of subantarctic islands and Patagonia
elephant's ear n (1866) : any of several large-leaved plants of the arum
family: as @ :TARO b :anyof agenus (Alocasia) of tropical Asian pe-
rennial herbs cultivated as ornamentals for their large heavily veined
basal leaves
El.eu-sin.l.an \el-yii-'si-né-on\ adj (1591) : of or relating to ancient
Fleusis or to the religious mysteries celebrated there in worship of
Demeter and Persephone
elev abbr elevation
ele-vate \'e-lo-;vat, -vot\ adf (14(.? archaic : ELEVATED
ol-e.vate \-,vat\ vb -vat-ed; -vat-ing IME, §r. L elevatus, pp. of elevare,
fr. e- + levare to raise — more at LEVER] v (15c) 1 to lift up or make
higher : RAISE {~ a patient’s leg) (exercises that ~ the heart rate) 2
: to raise in rank or status {was elevated to chairman) 3 : to improve
morally, intellectually, or culturally {great books that both entertain
and ~ their readersy 4 : to raise the spirits of : BLATE ~ vi : to be-
, come elevated : RISE Chis voice elevated to a shout) 8yn sec LIFT
el-e.vat-ed \-,vi-tad\ adj (1553) 1a: raised esp. above the ground or
other surface {an ~ highway) b: increased esp. abnormally (as in
degree or t) {~ blood pr > 2a: being morally or intel-
lectually on a high plane ; REFINED {~~ conversation) b : FORMAL,
2 DIGNIFIED ¢~ diction) 3: exhilarated in mood or feeling
‘elovated » (1881) : ’EL
el-evastion \;e-1a-'va-shon\  (14c) 1:the height to which something
is elevated: as @ : the angular distance of something (as a celestial ob-
ject) above the horizon b : the degree to which a gun is aimed above
the horizon © : the height above the level of the sea : ALTITUDE 2:a
dancer’s or an athlete’s leap and seeming suspension in the air; also
: the ability to achieve an elevation 3 : an act or instance of elevating
4 : something that is elevated: as & : an elevated place b : aswelling
esp. on the skin 6§ : the quality or state of being elevated 6 : a geo-
metrical drawing that depicts one vertical plane of an object or struc-
ture 8yn see HEIGHT
al-e.vastor \e-la-;vi-tor\ n (1646) 1 : one that raises or lifts something
up: as @ : an endless belt or chain conveyor with cleats, scoops, o
buckets for raising material oisting

b ; a cage or platform and its h
machinery for conveying people or things to different levels ¢©
+ GRAIN ELEVATOR 2 : a movable auxiliary airfoil usu. attached to the
tail plane of an airplane for controlling pitch — see AIRPLANE illustra-

tion
elevator music n (1978) : instrumental arrangements of popular songs
often piped in (as to an clev:';tor or retail store) dleofan, .

Ellsjah \i-'li-jo\ n [Heb Eliyah] (1587) : a Hebrew pru
century B.C. who according to the account in 1 Kin
worship of Jeliovah as against Baal .

slim--nate \i-li-ms-nat\ vb -nat-ed; -nat-lvgsﬂ,
eliminare; {r. e- + limin-, imen threshold} vt (1568)
to or get rid of : REMOVE, ERADICATE (the need to

b : to remove from consideration {canno

waste) from the living body 3: to cause (as an un
by combining two or more mathematical eq
waste from the living body — elimel-na-tive \-'i
elim.l-nastor \-na-tor\ 7 -
elimei-na-tion \i-li-mo-'na-shan\ n,
‘or an instance of eliminating or discharging: 3
ing or excreting waste products fromthebody b:
molecule of the constituents of a simpler molecule
by the ~ of water from ethanol) — compare ADDIT]
ELISA \&-4i-s3, -za\ n (1971) : BNZYME-LINKED IM)

SAY
Ell-sha \i-"li-sho\ n [Heb Elisha‘ ] (14c) : a Hebrew
d successor of Elijah

an of Eli
ell-sion \i-Ti-zhon\ 7 [LL elision-, elisio, fr. L elidere}
use of a speech form that lacks a final or initial k
speech form has (as s instead of is in there’s)
unstressed vowel or syllable in a verse to achieve
}‘)attem 2 : the act or an instance of omitting somet
elite \a-"Iét, i-, &-\ n [F élite, fr. OF eslite, fr. fem. of &
ch , fr. L eligere] (1823) 1 @& sing or pl in constr
+ CREAM {the ~ of the entertainment world) b
: the best of a class (superachievers who dominate
. Marilyn Chase) ¢ sing or pl in constr ; the socially:
society ¢(how the ~ live —A4 P World)
~ ... was changing —Economist)
tue of ti r ed il ise much power
bers of the ruling ~ (the intellectual ~s of the co
ber of such an elite — usu, used in pl. {the ~s...
studies in Europe —Robert Wernic! 2 : a typev
12 characters to the linear inch — elite ad/
élite, 6lit-ism chiefly Brit var of ELITE, ELITISM
elit-lsm \a-'1&-ti-zom, i-, &\ n (1947) 1 : leadership
2 : the selectivity of the elite; esp : SNOBBERY {m~
members) 3 : consciousness of being or belonging:
ist ist\ 7 or adj ;
olixeIr \i-'lik~sar\ # [ME, fr. ML, fr. Ar al-iksir the elixa
elixir, prob. fr. Gk xérion desiccative powder, fr. xéros

AlL (2):a
ing alcohol that is used in medication either for its &
ents or as a flavoring 3 ! the essential principle
Eliz-a-be-than \i- li-z>-*bé-then\ adj (1807) : of, relati
teristic of Elizabeth I of England or her reign — El
otk \lelk\ n, p! etks [ME, prob. fr. OE eolh; akin to O
laphos deer] (bef. 12¢) 1 pl usu elk @& : MOOSE 1

elev-en \i-Yle-van\ n (ME T. enle adj., fr. OE
end- (alter. of dn one) + leofan; akin to OE léon to lend — more at
ONE, LOAN] (bef. 12c) 1 — see NUMBER table 2: the 1ithinaset or
series 3 : something ha 11 units or members; esp : a football team
—_ eleven adi — eleven pron, pl in constr — elev-anth \-van(th\ adj

orn

eleven-plus \i-le-van-‘plss\ n (1955) Brit : an examination taken by
schoolchildren between the ages of 11 and 12 that determines the type
of secondary education to which they are assigned

eleveens-es \-van-zoz\ n pl but sometimes sing in constr [double pl. of
eleven (0’clock)] (ca. 1819) Brit : light refreshment (as a snack) taken in
the middle of the morning

eleventh hour n (1826) : the latest possible time {still making changes
at the hour)

el-e-von \'e-lo-,vin\ 7 [elevator + aileron] (1944) : an airplane control

of elevator and aileron
3 , fr. zlf;akintoONaUrelf&perh,

to L albus whil ALB] (bef. 12c) 1 : a small often r?i.schie-

the Old World b : a large gregarious deer (Cervus
America, Europe, Asia, and northwestern Africa
deer, wapiti ¢ : any of various large Asian deer 2
ged leather 3 cap [Benevolent and Protective Order
ber of a major benevolent and fraternal order.
elis-horn coral \'elk-horn-\ n (1928) ! a reef-building
gcr:opora palmata) of shallow waters of southern Flo

ies
48 <hound \'elk-haund, 'el-kaind\ 7z (1889) : NOR'
ell \'el\ # [ME eln, fr. OE; akin to OHG elina ell, L
Slené elbow, Skt aratni] (bef. 12c) : a former English:v
for cloth) equal to 45 inches (about 1.14 meters); also:
units of length used similarly z
2gil n [alter. of %ef] (1773) 1 : an extension at right an
ofa buildinf : an elbow in a pipe or conduit
el-lag-ic acid \o-'la-jik-, e-\ n [F ellagique, fr. ellag,.
galli (1810) : a crystalline phenolic compound Ci4H
tone gr i that is obtained esp. from oak galls =

vous fairy 2 : a small lively creature; also : a usu. lively mi
or malicious person — elf-ish \'el-fish\ adj — elt-Ish-ly adv

ELF abbr extremely low frequency

elf-In \el-fon\ adj [irreg. fr. elfl (1590) 1 a : of, relating to, or pro-
duced by an elf b : resembling an elf esp. in its tiny size {~ portions)
2 : having an otherworldly or magical quality or charm

elf-lock \'elf-Jak\ # (1592) : hair matted as if by elves — usu. used in pl.

elf ow! n (1887) : a very small insectivorous owl (Micrathene whitneyi)
of the southwestern U.S. and Mexico that roosts and nests in the cavi-

ties of trees and saguaro cacti

el-hl \(Del-'hi\ adj‘a[ilememary (school) + Aigh (school)] (ca. 1948) : of,
relaﬂng to, or du:?n ‘or use in grades 10 12

Elf \'é-,ii\ n [Heb “El7] (140} : a judge and priest of Isracl who according
to the account in I Samuel was entrusted with the care of the boy Sam-

uel

Ell-as \i-'li-os\ 7 [LL, fr. Gk Elias, fr. Heb Efiyah] (bef. 12c) : BLUAH

ellceit \i-'li-sot\ vt [L. eticitus, pp. of elicere, fr. e- + lacere to allure] (1605)
1 : to draw forth or bring out (something latent or potential) <hypno-
tism ~ved his hidden fearsy 2 ! to call forth or, draw out (as informa-
tion or a response) (her remarks ~ed cheersy 8yn sec EDUCE —
elicobstadtion \i-li-sa-'ta-shon, ,&-\ # — elic.l-tor \i-tli-so-tar\ n

eflde \i'lid\ » sild-ed; slichif [L lidere to steke out, r. e + laedere
to injure by s 1796) & : to suppress or alter (as a vowel or
syllable) by elision b:to strike out (as a written word) 248 : to leave
out of consideration : OMIT b : CURTAIL, ABRIDGE

eli.gl-ble \'e-Io-jo-bal\ adj [ME, fr. LL eligibilis, fr. L eligere to choose
— more at ELECT] (15¢) 1 a ! qualified to participate or be chosen
: ENTITLED {~ to retire) b: permitted under football rules to catch

a forward pass {an ~~ receiver) 2 : worthy of being chosen : DESIR-

ABLB ?an ~ young bachelor) — elslogisbil-l-ty \ie-lo-ja-*bi-lo-t&\ n —

aligibie » — el-i-glsbly \'e-lo-ja-bie\ adv

and is used medicinally as a hemostatic :
el-lipse \i-lips, e-\ n [Gk elleipsis] (ca. 1753) 1a:0
plane curve generated by a point moving in such a way
its distances from two fixed points is a constant - ap
right circular cone that is a closed curve 2 : ELLIPSIS
ehlip.sis \i-Tip-s3s, e-\ n, pl ehlip-ses \-;se2\ L, fr. Gk

ellipse, fr. elleipein to leave out, fall short, fr. enin +
more at IN, LOAN] (1540) 1 @& : the omission of oned
that are obviously understood but that must be sup
construction gt ily )] : a sudden les
ic to another 2 : marks or a mark (as...) indicating:
of words) or a paus¢

el-lip-soid \i-'lip-,soid, e-\ n (1721} : a surface all piu
which are ellipses or circles — el«lip-sol-dal \i-lip o

ellipsoid aﬁi
eldlip.tiecal \i-"lip-ti-kal, e-\ or el-lip-tic \-tik\ adj [Gk
ipein} (1656) 1 :

tive, marked by ellipsis, fr. elleipein;

shaped like an ellipse 2a: of, relating to, or mar!

ellipsis b (1) : of, relating to, or marked by ex

speech or writing (2) : of or relaf to deliberate ob

erary or conversational style) — elslip-ti-cal-ly \-ti-|
elliptical galaxy n (1948) : a ‘galaxy that has a gen

and that has no apparent internal structure or spiral am

elliptical; compare SPIRAL GALAXY

eldip-tic-i-ty \i-lip-'ti-so-t8, (Je-\ 7 (1753) : deviation
spheroid from the form of a circle or a sphere

elm Velm\ 7 [ME, fr. OE; akin to OHG elme elm, L uls

+ any of a genus (Ulmus of the family Ulmaceae, the eln
Jarge deciduous north temperate-zonce trees with ‘8
leaves and fruit that is a samara 2 ! the wood of an
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